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PREFACE. 


My  dear  Lads  : 

Ix  the  present  volume  I  have  endeavored  to  give  the 
details  of  the  principal  events  in  a  struggle  whose  im port 
ance  can  hardly  be  overrated.     At  its  ctmencel Zt 

boafd  of  T'''      T"'  ^'''''  ''  ^^^^  '^  *^«  «-tern  sea- 
board of  America,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  the  French 

Tn  thTsrh  b^t "''  '"r  ^  ^?  *'^  ^^^^^  ^^'  "^^^ 

n  the  south,  but  possessed  a  chain  of  posts  connecting 

^^Snwtf  ,r "  ""^"^-^  '"■»  ^" '--  '0  "^"- 

On  the  issues  of  that  straggle  depended  not  only  the 
destiny  of  Canada,  but  of  the  whole  of  North  America  and 
to  a  arge  extent,  that  of  the  two  mother  countrrs  Whe„' 
tte  con  es  began  tho  ehanoes  of  Prance  becoming  the 
great  colom.mg  empire  of  the  worid  were  as  good  as  ttose 
of  England.  Not  only  did  she  hold  far  larger  torritories 
n  America  than  did  England,  but  she  had  rich  "lone 
m  the  West  Indies  where  the  flag  of  England  was  a  tha 

us  on  equal  terms  the  empire  of  the  sea. 

scate  °  wm°\u"  ^'"•"',  ^'"''■'™  P™""-'^'  turned  the 
of  f;„.     .  "'°"°J"''y  »'  '»=''  »  """ket  the  commerce 

of  England  increased  enormously,  and  with  ber  ^ZZZ 

ZZ  """  ""■'"■  "^  '''"«"'^'°". »"»'«  'ho  power" 

F.ance  was  proportionately  crippled.    It  is  true'^  tl      • 
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time  the  North  American  colonies,  with  the  exception  of 
Canada,  broke  away  from  their  connection  with  the  old 
country,  but  they  still  remained  English,  still  continued 
to  be  the  best  market  for  our  goods  and  manufactures. 

Never  was  the  short-sightedness  of  human  beings  shown 
more  distinctly  than  when  France  wasted  her  strength  and 
treasure  in  a  sterile  contest  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  permitted,  with  scarce  an  effort,  her  North  American 
colonies  to  be  torn  from  her. 

All  the  historical  details  of  the  war  have  been  drawn 
from  the  excellent  work  entitled  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  by 
Mr.  Francis  Parkman,  and  from  the  detailed  history  of 
the  Louisbourg  and  Quebec  expeditions,  by  Major  Knox, 
who  served  under  Generals  Amherst  and  Wolfe. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


G.  A.  HENTY. 
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OR,   THE  WINNING   OF  A  CONTINENT. 


CHAPTER  I. 


A   RESCUE. 


Most  of  the  towns  standing  on  our  sea-coast  have  suf- 
fered a  radical  change  in  the  course  of  the  last  century, 
Kailways  and  the  fashion  of  summer  holiday-making  have 
transformed  them  altogether,  and  great  towns  have  sprung 
up  where  fishing  villages  once  stood.  There  are  a  few 
places,  however,  which  seem  to  have  been  passed  by  by  the 
crowd.  The  number  yearly  becomes  smaller  as  the  iron 
roads  throw  out  fresh  branches.  With  the  advent  of  these 
comes  the  speculative  builder,  rows  of  terraces  and  shops 
are  run  up,  promenades  are  made,  bathing-machines  and 
brass  bands  become  familiar  objects,  and  in  a  few  years  the 
original  character  of  the  place  altogether  disappears. 

Sidmouth  for  a  long  time  was  passed  by  by  the  world  of 
holiday-makert  East  and  west  of  her  great  changes  took 
place,  and  many  far  smaller  villages  became  fashionable 
sea-side  watering-places;  the  railway  which  passed  by  some 
twelve  miles  away  carried  its  tens  of  thousands  westward,but 
left  few  of  them  for  Sidmouth,  and  any  one  who  visited  the 
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pretty  httle  place  fifteen  years  back  would  have  seen  it 
almost  as  xt  stood  when  our  story  opens  a  century  ago 
There  are  few  places  in  England  with  a  fairer  site-  it 
•  lies  embosomed  in  the  hills  which  rise  sharply  on  die' 
side  of  ,t  while  behind  stretches  a  rich  undulating  count; 
hickly  dotted  with  orchards  and  snug  homesteads  w   h 
lanes  bnght  with  wild  flowers  and  ferns^  with  hgh  here' 
and  trees  meeting  overhead.     The  cold  bree.es  which  rfn 
der  so  bare  of    nterest  the  walks  round  the  great  mJ  or  ty 

S  d  w  1'  '^'"'  ^'''  ^'"^^^^^^^y  '"^'^  ^^^  valley  of  the 
Sid  where  the  vegetation  is  as  bright  and  luxuriant  as  it 
the  ocean  lay  leagues  away  instead  of  breaking  on  the  shore 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  front  line  of  houses. 

The  chffs,  which  on  either  side  rise  from  the  water's  edge 
are  neither  white  like  those  to  the  east,  nor  grey  as  are  the 
rugged  bulwarks  to  the  west.    They'are  of  a  de^p  red 
warm  and  pleasant  to  the  eye,  with  clumps  of  green^ow 
ing  brightly  up  against  them  on  every  little  ledge  where 
vege  ation  can  get  a  footing;   while  the  beach  i^  neth 
pebble,  nor  rock,  nor  sand,  but  a  smooth  level  surface  slon- 
mg  evenly  down,  hard  and  pleasant  to  walk  on  when  the 
sea  has  gone  down,  and  the  sun  has  dried  and  baked  it  for 
an  hour  or  two,  but  slippery  and  treacherous  when  freshlv 
wetted,   or  the  red  cliffs  are  of  clay.     Those  who  sairfasl 
m  a  boat  would  hardly  believe  that  this  is  so,  for  the  sun 
has  baked  Its  face,  and  the  wind  dried  it  tillit  is  cracked 
and  seamed,  and  makes  a  brave  imitation  of  red  granite; 
but  the  clammy  ooze  when  the  sea  goes  down  tells  its  na- 
ture only  too  plainly,  and  Sidmouth  will  never  be  a  popular 
watering-place  for  children,  for  there  is  no  diggingTand 
castles  here,  and  a  fall  will  stain  light  dresses  anf  piLores 
a  ruddy  hue,  and  the  young  laborers  will  look  as  if  they 
had  been  at  work  in  a  brickfield.  ^ 

But  a  century  since  the  march  of  in,nrnv«m-n^  hid  no- 
where begun,  and  there  were  few  larger  and  no"p;etde^ 
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sea-sidc  villages  „„  tl,e  coast  than  Sidmouth.     U  was  an 
..fternoon  „,  Augnst;   tho  mn  was  Ma.ing  down  hotlv 
.carco  a  broath  of  wind  was  stirring,  „„.,  f,,e  Ty  waves 

oaves.    Some  fishermen  were  at  ivoric  recaullcinff  ■,  boat 
hanled  np  on  the  shore,  others  were  laving  ont  sfml  net 
todrymthesnn;  some  flsherboys  were  lying  alep^ke 
dogs  basking  in  the  heat;  and  a  knot  of  lads  sittwlde 

p^:  trsr-'' ""' "'° "-' '''"'-°  -™  ™ 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  it's  wrong,"  the  bov  siiid  "  Wot 
wrong  hke  stealing,  and  lying,  and  U.at  so.  /(  tttg.  fw 
.ts  wrong  becanse  it's  aguinst  the  law,  and  the  rf^nu" 
men  ,f  they  come  upon  a  gang  landing  tho  tnbs  tight  with 
h  m,  and  ,f  any  are  killed  they  are  not  Mamed  for  il  so 
there  IS  no  doubt  about  its  being  wrong.    Then  or  the 

do  U    n^d'thr  1:  *"°'^  ""y""'""-  of  the™:rt  a 
uo  It,  and  there  is  scarce  a  one,  gentle  or  simple  as  won't 

very  wrong.     It  must  be  great  fun  to  be  a  smuggler  to  be 

unTe?the/"'  fl.  '"^'^  ^"*^^^«' ^^  runnilf^  g^e 
under  the  nose  of  the  officers  ashore.  There  is  som^  !v 
citement  in  a  life  like  that."  ^'^  ^''" 

"There  is  plenty  of  excitement  in  fishing,"  one  of  the 
boys  saul  sturdily,    ^^f  you  had  been  out  in  that  storm 

lik  d  Fo/r  T't  '""  '^'  '''  '^^"^'^  -«^*--t  as  yo" 
^iced  For  twelve  hours  wo  expected  to  go  down  everv 
minute,  and  we  were  half  our  time  bailing  f^r  ourliv  s  "  ' 
^^  An  approving  murmur  broke  from  the  other.s,  who  were 
the  exception  of  the  one  addressed  as  Jim  Wal- 
the  fisher  class.     His  clothing  differed  but  little 


sham. 
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from  that  of  the  rest;  his  dark  blue  pilot  trousers  were 
old  and  sea-staiiied,  his  hands  and  face  were  dyed  brown 
with  exposure  to  the  sun  and  the  salt  water;  but  there 
was  something  in  his  manner  and  tone  of  voice  which 
showed  that  a  distinction  existed.  James  Walsham  was 
indeed  the  son  of  the  late  doctor  of  the  village,  who  had 
died  two  years  previously. 

Dr.  Walsham  had  been  clever  in  his  profession,  but  cir- 
cumstances were  against  him.  Sidmouth  and  its  neighbor- 
hood were  so  healthy  that  his  patients  were  few  and  far 
between,  and  when  he  died  of  injuries  received  from  being 
thrown  over  his  horse's  head  when  the  animal  one  night 
trod  on  a  stone  coming  down  the  hill  into  Sidmouth,  his 
widow  and  son  were  left  almost  penniless.  Mrs.  Walsham 
was  fortunately  an  energetic  woman,  and  a  fortnight  after 
her  husband's  death  she  went  round  among  the  tradesmen 
of  the  place  and  the  farmers  of  the  neighborhood,  and  an- 
nounced her  intention  of  opening  a  school  for  girls.  She 
had  received  a  good  education,  being  the  daughter  of  a 
clergyman,  and  she  soon  obtained  enough  pupils  to  enable 
her  to  ,pay  her  way  and  to  keep  up  the  pretty  home  in 
which  her  husband  lived  in  the  outskirts  of  Sidmouth.    » 

If  she  would  have  taken  boarders  she  could  have  obtained 
far  higher  terms,  for  good  schools  were  scarce,  but  this  she 
M'ould  not  do,  and  her  pupils  all  lived  within  distances 
where  they  could  walk  backward  and  forward  to  their 
homes.  Her  evenings  she  devoted  to  her  son,  and  though 
the  education  which  she  was  enabled  to  give  him  Avould  be 
considered  meagi*e  indeed  in  these  days  of  universal  cram- 
ming, he  learned  as  much  as  the  average  boy  of  the  period. 

He  would  have  learned  more  had  he  followed  her  desires, 
and  devoted  the  time  when  she  was  engaged  in  teaching 
to  his  books;  but  this  he  did  not  do;  for  a  few  hours  in 
the  day  he  would  work  vigorously  at  his  lessons,  the  rest 
of  his  time  he  spent  either  on  the  scarshore  or  in  the  boats 
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Of  the  fishermen;  and  lie  could  swim,  row,  or  handle  a  boat 
under  sail  in  all  weather  as  well  or  better  than  any  lad  in 
the  village  of  his  own  age. 

His  disposition  was  a  happy  one,  and  he  was  a  general 
favorite  among  the  boatmen.  He  had  not  as  yet  made  up 
his  mind  as  to  his  future.  His  mother  wanted  him  to  fol- 
low  his  father's  profession;  he  himself  longed  to  go  to  sea, 
but  he  had  promised  his  mother  that  he  would  never  do 
80  without  her  consent,  and  that  consent  he  had  no  hope 
of  obtaining.  ^ 

The  better-class  people  in  the  village  shook  their  heads 
gravely  over  James  Walsham,  and  prophesied   no  good 
things  of  him.    They  considered  that  he  demeaned  himself 
greatly  by  association  with  the  fisherboys,  and  more  than 
once  he  had  fallen  into  disgrace  with  the  more  quiet-minded 
of  the  inhabitants  by  mischievous  pranks.     His  reputa- 
tion that  way  once  established,  every  bit  of  mischief  in  the 
place  which  could  not  be  clearly  traced  to  some  one  else 
was  put  down  to  him,  and  as  he  was  not  one  who  would 
peach  upon  others  to  save  himself,  he  was  seldom  in  a  posi- 
tion to  prove  his  innocence. 

The  parson  had  once  called  upon  Mrs.  Walsham,  and 
had  talked  to  her  gravely  over  her  son's  delinquencies,  but 
^s  success  had  not  been  equal  to  his  anticipations.     Mrs 
Walsham  had  stood  up  warmly  for  her  son. 

"  The  boy  may  get  into  mischief  sometimes,  Mr.  Allanby 
but  It  IS  the  nature  of  boys  to  do  so.    James  is  a  good  boy! 
upright  and  honorable,  and  would  not  tell  a  lie  under  any 
consideration.     What  is  he  to  do  ?    If  I  could  aiford  to 
send  him  to  a  good  school  it  would  be  a  different  thing 
but  that  you  know  I  cannot  do.     From  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing until  five^in  the  afternoon  my  time  is  occupied  by 
.eachmg,  and  I  eauuoL  expect,  nor  do  I  wish,  that  he  should 
sit  moping  indoors  all  day.     He  had  far  better  be  out  ^'n     " 
the  boats  with  the  fishermen  the  •  :■.,  hanging  about  the 
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hotlZ,tli7;,  "  ""^!'""«  '""*™«'  '»  ™  Wore 
.„V  .   .u  "  """■"  "'""W  bo  notliing  for  him  but.  t„ 

tak.  0  the  s«..   I  am  laying  by  a  littlo  mo„Vovc  rmo,  th 

gentleman  will  nerve  hini  to  try  and  riso     A«  tn  ™1,». 

z  ""iir  ifi'  ^" '"' »'  ?  ^»- "» Ws  aJ:  :t'h l: 

ous     1  know  that  my  own  brothers  wore  alwavs  U6ttin» 
Toa  ST'  r'  '  '"'™  ■■»  "-"""'  *f^-  AllanbrifwS 

ow^i;.rstliifwirhan;eri:i;&^^^^ 

ance  of  two  favorite  pigoons,  whose  loss  she  without  » 

tfsim"' ""'''"" '"°''  ™'--"^  p"*  .iow^'rii: 

The  pmon  was  by  no  means  strict  with  his  flock     TT. 

inat  IS  the  argument  um  ad  hominem,  Mrs.  Walsham 
and  when  a  lady  takes  to  that  wo  can  say  no  mo™     y2 
know  I  hke  yonr  boy,  there  is  much  that'is  go"d    „  hTm 
but  It  stnick  me  that  you  wore  letting  him  rL.,meZo 
»ilu.    However,  there  is  much  in  what  you  say/and  I  don' 
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believe  that  ho  is  concornotJ  in  l...if  n.        •    1  •  *    , 
gets  credit  for      «<f   I  .  ''"  mischief  that  he 

gcrs  creai    for.     htill  you  must  remember  that  a  little  of 
he  curb,  just  a  little,  is  good  for  us  all.     It  spoi's  a  Wse 

badWi'f  r^  '"""'"f  "'  '"«  "^«"*^^'  ^"^  »-  wn    ;     very 
I    avn      .'  ?r  "''  ^''^  *'"^'  ^'^^--^  ^«  '^  hand  on  tlu'roins 
I  have   aid  the  same  thing  to  the  squire.     Ho  sr,o  Is  t    ii 

k  ng      Ihe  old  man  will  have  trouble  with  him  before 
he  IS  done,  or  1  am  greatly  mistaken." 

Nothing  cume  of  Mr.  Allanby's  visit.     Mrs    Walsl    n, 
told  James  that  he  had  been  there  to  remonstr    3  witl  hTr 
I  do  no   want  to  stop  you  from  going  out  sai  ingjt 
hut  I  wish  you  would  give  up  your  mlchievou    pn"  k  ' 
they  only  get  you  bad  will  and  a  bad  name  in  the^.nn 
Many  people  here  think  that  I  am  wrong^  1'    „^^^^^^^^^ 
to  associate  so  much  with  the  fisherboyf,  and  w     n  vou 
^^  into  scrapes  it  enables  them  to  impress  upon  me  ifow 
r^ht  they  were  in  their  forecasts.     I  do  not  want  my  bov 
to  be  named  m  fhe  same  breath  with  those  boys  oT  Rob 
son's,  or  young  Peterson,  or  Blaine  " 

"  But  you  know  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  mother  '> 
James  said  indignantly.   "  They  spend  half  their  time  ab'lt 
the  pub  ic-house,  and  they  do  say  that  when  Peteron  ha 
bl  k  wi  b^^f  ''''  1"'^'^^  ''  ^^«  h^  h-  ^-n  seen    omrng 

of  ha:  ro'r  hi  f"!r'  "^*' '''''  *'^^^ ''  «^*- «  -"" 

01  nare  round  his  father's  cottage  at  supner-timA     V»„ 

know  I  w„u.d„.t  hare  anything  t!  „„  vi thX™™"    ^"'^ 

m,  Jim,  I  am  sure  you  would  not;  but  if  people  mix 

ZT7Tr'^  tt^rs  it  is  almost^  bad  for  ynn^  f 

J  Ww?M  f?;'^{""'  '  =»^'  '"'^P  y»»-lf  from  mischief. 

'  '"?"«"  J'°»  "'•«  ""'  of  doors  so  many  liours  of 

the  day  you  really  do  get  through  a  good  deal  of  work-  but 
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James  l,u<l  <l<,no  his  host,  but  l,o  f„„nd  it  Imrd  to  got  ri.l 
ot.co,  who      „l,o|y  „„g,,e,:ie,i,  I,„  grurabloU  that  ho  miirht 

fht'fT  T'^f''"'  ^'''^  '"'  companions  were  chatting  in 
the  shade  of  a  boat  thoir  conversation  was  abruptly  brok  n 
off  by  the  sight  of  a  figure  coming  along  the  road.  It  wl 
a  tall  figure,  w.th  a  stiff  military  bearing;  ho  was  pushh.g 
before  him  a  arge  box  mounted  on  a  framework  supported 
by  four  wheels;  low  down,  close  to  the  ground  s  vun7u 
large  flat  basket.  In  this,  on  a  shawl  spfead  v'er  IthLk 
bed  of  hay,  sat  a  little  girl  some  five  years  old 

It  IS  the  sergeant,"  one  of  the  boys  exclaimed     -J 

along  untn  he  came  tea  *aded  corner,  and  there  stpped 
The  boys  had  all  got  up  and  followed  him,  and  now  stood 
looking  on  with  interest  at  his  proceedings.  The  tie 
girl  had  chmbed  out  of  her  basket  as  soon  as  he    topped 

beach    ;/"'  ^"''' '''''''  '^^'^  "^-^^  *^-  street  to'the 
beach,and  was  soon  at  play  among  the  seaweed  and  s^n  eV 

bhe  was  a  singularly  pretty  chiM,  with  dark  blue  m.s" 

and  brown  hair  with  a  touch  of  gold.     Iler  prin'    '      .' 

TaVedter  ffc'^'T  "'  "''*'  ^  ^uge  flapping  sun-bonnet 
shaded  her  face^^  whose  expression  was  bright  and  winning. 

■oub       .  T'    tne  sergeant  said  cheerfully,  "how  have 

i  horo  "^  ^'^*'"^ '"  ''''''  ^  ''^'  ^'^'^  J^^«t  ?  Nobody  diwned, 
X  ii02,o, .     ^,v»..  to  any  iii;  not  that  we  must  grumble  what- 
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cvor  comes;   wo  Imvo  nil  got  to  do  our  «l„ty,  whether  it  bo 

to  march  u],  a  hill   with  shot  a.Kl  nheli  8croaming  and 

wlMHthng  round,  as  I  havo  had  to  do;   or  to  be  far  out  at 

Hca  with  the  wind   blowing  fit  to  take  the  hair  off  your 

hea.l    as  comes  to  your  lot  sometimes;   or  foll.,wing  the 

;;'o.gh  fro,u  year's  end  to  year's  end,  as  h,.,,po,:s  to  some. 

H  0  lave  got  to  make  the  best  of  it  whatever  it  is.     I  have 

^(."t  ■.  ^-rand  new  sot  of  pictures  from  Exeter.     They  camo 

all  the  way  down  from  Londo,i  town  for  mo  by  ^agon. 

London  Bridge,  and  Windsor  Castle,  with  the  flag  flying 

ov-er  It,  tolhng  that  the  king-God  bless  his  graeious'ma. 

jesty— 18  at  home. 

wiZ^T  ^  ^"''  ^""^  some  pictures  of  foreign  parts  that 
will  make  you  open  your  eyes.     There's  Niagara     I  don't 
know  whether  you've  heard  of  it,  but  it's  a  place  where  a 
great  nver  jumps  down  over  a  wall  of  rock  as  high  as  that 
steeple  there,  with  a  roar  like  thunder  that  can  be  heard 
they  say,  on  a  still  night,  for  twenty  miles  round.    I  have 
go   some  that  will  interest  you  more  still,  because  you  are 
sai  ors,  or  are  going  to  be  sailors.    I  have  got  one  of  the 
kil  ing  0    a  whale;   he  has  just  thrown  a  boat  with  five 
ailors  into  the  air,  with  a  lash  of  his  tail;   but  it's  of  no 
use  for  there  are  other  boats  round,  and  the  harpoons  are 
striking  deep  in  his  flesh.     He  is  a  big  fish  and  a  strong 
one;  bu   he  will  be  beaten,  for  he  does  not  know  how  ? 
use  his  strength.     That's  the  case  with  many  men.     Thly 
throw  away  theirlUe  and  their  talents,  just  because  they 

they  trtr  "'  *'"^'  ^"'  "'^*  *^«^  ^^^^^  ^^  '^ 

Armtdl  ^  y"'  T  "  r^T  "^  *^^  ^^^*  ^^<^h  the  Spanish 
Armada.     You  have  heard  about  that,  boys,  surelv   for  it 

aTzi  Tu7  ^'^  ^''''  ^^^"^^^^  ^"  sig\t:/sLo:^H 

ranVnronTth^Z;  Z^^^^^f'  ^  ^^^^^  ships 
.est;but  worrying  u;en:;.^i;S;tXS^ 
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glad  to  sail  away  to  the  Dutch  coast;   but  they  were  not 
safe  there,  for  we  sent  fire-sliips  at  them,  and  they  had  to 
cut  and  run;  and  then  a  storm  came  on,  and  sunk  many 
and  drove  others  ashore  all  around  our  coasts,  even  round 
the  north  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.     You  will  see  it  all 
here,  boys,  and,  as  you  know,  the  price  is  only  one  penny." 
By  this  time  the  sergeant  had  let  down  one  side  of  tlie 
box  and  discovered  four  round  holes,  and  had  arranged  a 
low  stool  in  front,  for  any  of  those  who  we"?  not  tall  enough 
to  look  through  the  glasses,  to  stand  upon.     A  considerable 
number  of  girls  and  boys  had  now  gathered  round,  for 
Sergeant  Wilks  and  his  show  were  old-established  favorites 
at  Sidmouth,  and   the   news  of  his  arrival  had  travelled 
quickly  round  the  place.     Four  years  before  he  had  ap- 
peared  there  for  the  first  time,  and  since  then  had  come 
every  few  months.     He  travelled  round  the  south-western 
counties,  Dorset  and  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon,  and  Corn- 
wall, ana  his  cheery  good  temper  made  him  a  general  fa- 
vorite wherever  he  went. 

He  was  somewhat  of  a  martinet,  and  would  have  no 
crowding  and  pushing,  and  always  made  the  boys  stand 
aside  till  the  girls  had  a  good  look;  but  he  never  hurried 
them,  and  allowed  each  an  ample  time  to  see  the  pictures, 
which  were  of  a  better  class  than  those  in  most  travelling 
peep-shows.  There  was  some  murmuring  at  first  because 
the  show  contained  none  of  the  popular  murders  and  blood- 
curdling scenes  to  which  the  people  were  accustomed. 

"No,"  the  sergeant  had  said  firmly,  when  the  omission 
was  suggested  to  him;  "the  young  ones  see  quite  enough 
scenes  of  drunkenness  and  fighting.  When  I  was  a  child 
I  remember  seeing  in  a  peep-show  the  picture  of  a  woman 
lying  with  her  head  nearly  cut  off,  and  her  husband  with 
a  bloody  chopper  standing  beside  her,  and  it  spoiled  my 
sleep  for  weeks.  No,  none  of  that  sort  of  thing  for  Ser- 
geant Wilksj  he  has  fought  for  his  country,  and^  has  seen 
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bloodshed  enough  in  his  time, 


and  the  ground  half  covered 


with  dead  and  dying  m  n  but  th^f      ^T " 

sure.   Sergeant  Wilks  wTul      .v,    ^^  *^"*y-tl"s  is  plea- 

^^^^^ei^en^::^^2  Sf  fhe  '''T' '^' 
would  cost  them  thousands  of  pounds  fttT  T""  '' 
see  them,  and  all  as  natural  asTiL  jfe  w  ,f  i'''"'^  '' 
great  battles  by  land  and  sp.,  Zi!  \J  ^'"  ^''^^  ^^em 
shed  their  blood  like  watr  inThr  ^"  '''''''''  '""^  ^'^^^^^^ 
but  cruel  murders  and  nnf  ''"''''  '^  ^^''^  ^^^^try; 

them."  '  '""^  "°*°""»«  «^in^e«  he  will  not  show 

.ea:tr;trns''%-r ^^^^^^^^^^^     ^^^^  -^«  --  the  ser- 
and  grown-up  girls  a?d:o°;  "'"'''  ^"  *^^«««  ^^y^^ 

pay  their  pennfes  o  peepTo^^r'  "'"  ""''  ^^^^^^^'o 
was  scarcely  a  farm-hous  '^^  t  '''^'""^'^  ^^^-  There 
wasnotkno^wnandwelcled'H'  ''"^  '"  '^^'  ^^-«  ^« 
when  he  first  came  round  w«'h  ?'  """'  '^  ^^'  ^^^^'^^  ^^o, 
of  the  women,  and  a  bowlTf  h  t  ^'T  '^^'  ^^^  *^«  ^^-^ 
one,  and  a  mug  of  beer  and  n  I'  ^  ""^'^  ^''  ^^'  ^'^'^' 
for  himself,  were  a  wavs  at  hi«  -''  ^'''^  '"'  ^''''^ 

box  and  showed  itsTonde';  to  th^^     'f "  '^  ^^^^^  ^- 
the  house.  ^'^  *^^  "^^^^^  and  children  of 

beat.    There  was  aW  a  1         T  """'^  '"^  »"  hi^ 
the  house  of  a  fiehem  ^\     °>       '"^^'  '"'  "">  ">««  in 
Saturday,  and  hTZl'Sh  T    "".  """""  '"^  """^  »"  the 
he  had  ccJme  to  If;  £lTl  *'"  "'°  ^""^"y-    Thus 
place  as  well  as  of  many  ofT  t"""' °'  ">»  %=  «'  the 
torn  of  a  Saturday  S„/  '«  'l'^'";  ''"•  "  ««  his  ens- 
to  go  and  smoke  his  pine  ft  !  w  *''"  ''"'^  ™«  ™  "'  M. 
where  he  would  somettae  "  eWetr""?  ."'  *'"  "^™''-'" 
theasse.ubled  iisherme,r  B>     It      f  u'  •'"'™"'"™  '» 
with  his  natron.  ,«—:;.  .-  ..'  "'""'ugli  chatty  and  clieerv 
'   ,  "■  ■■'      ='='""  "  "'^»  »''«  a  "ticent  rather  than 


18 


WITH   WOLFE  IN  CANADA:   OR, 


a  talkative  man.     At  the  "Anchor  "  he  was,  except  when 
called  upon  for  a  story,  a  listener  rather  than  a  talker. 

As  to  his  history,  or  the  county  to  which  he  belonged, 
he  never  alluded  to  it,  although  communicative  enough  as 
to  his  military  adventures;  and  any  questions  which  were 
asked  him  he  quietly  put  on  one  side.  He  had  intimated, 
indtsed,  that  the  father  and  mother  of  his  grandchild  wore 
both  dead;  but  it  was  not  known  whether  she  was  the 
child  of  his  son  or  daughter;  for  under  his  cheerful  talk 
there  was  something  of  military  strictness  and  sternness, 
and  he  was  not  a  man  of  whom  idle  questions  would  be 
asked. 

"Now,  boys  and  girls,"  he  said,  "step  up;  the  show  is 
ready.  Those  who  have  got  a  penny  cannot  spend  it  better. 
Those  who  haven't  must  try  and  get  their  father  or  mother 
to  give  them  one  and  see  the  show  later  on.  Girls  first, 
boys  should  always  give  way  to  their  sisters.  The  bravest 
men  are  always  the  most  courteous  and  gentle  with  women." 

Four  girls  of  various  ages  paid  their  pennies  and  took 
their  places  at  the  glasses,  and  the  sergeant  then  began  to 
describe  the  pictures,  his  descriptions  of  the  wonders  within 
being  so  exciting  that  several  boys  and  girls  stole  off  from 
the  little  crowd  and  made  their  way  to  their  homes  to  coax 
their  parents  out  of  the  necessary  coin. 

James  Walsham  listened  a  while,  and  then  walked  away 
to  the  sea,  for  there  would  be  several  sets  of  girls  before  it 
came  to  the  turn  of  the  boys.  He  strolled  along,  and  as 
he  came  within  sight  of  the  beach  stopped  for  a  moment 
suddenly,  and  then  with  a  shout  ran  forward  at  the  top  of 
his  speed. 

The  little  girl,  after  playing  some  time  with  the  seaweed, 
had  climbed  into  a  small  boat  which  lay  at  the  edge  of  the 
advancing  tide,  and  leaning  over  the  stern  watched  the 
little  waves  as  they  ran  up  one  after  another.  A  few  min- 
utes after  she  had  got  into  it,  the  rising  tide  floated  the 
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unfastened.    He  div  J  .J  i ''  '  ='™8«1«8.  bo^me 

saw  a  con/used  Ltr  ,:l  M^'  lit™'.  T ^''"'''^ 
seized  tl.o  child's  olotl,!.      ^         Another  stroke,  and  he 

the  snrfaeetnd  :::'';;:'  S'^Uh  "T'V"^''  '° 
dent  had  not  been  percei^^ed  l,i!    l      '^"^""s''  ""e  aeoi. 

into  the  water  had  ori^Idlr^itt  t    ,?:,  ^i'^ofre  r" 
and  two  or  fhmn  ,.f  +u  ■  oume  oi  tne  men, 

help  hi.;:,?;-::!^,:':,;^""'  -'-  -'»'  --i- '» 

her  fail  T        «ho  "  t  „       """  "•    '''°"°  »'  "»  """^I 
seed  her."  '''"^'"8  °"  *''"  ^<'^^  ""st  time  I 

^.J'ls  she  dead  ?"  James  asked,  breathless  from  his  exer- 
The  fisherman',  wife  met  them  at  the  door,  and  taking 
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the  child  from  the  lad  carried  it  in,  and  soon  had  her 
wrapped  up  in  blankets.  But  before  this  was  done  she 
had  opened  her  eyes,  for  she  had  scarcely  lost  consciousness 
when  James  had  seized  her.  The  lad  stood  outside  the 
door  waiting  for  the  news  when  the  sergeant  hurried  up, 
one  of  the  fishermen  having  gone  to  tell  him  what  had 
happened  as  soon  as  the  child  had  been  carried  into  the 
cottage— assuring  him,  as  he  did  so,  that  the  little  one  would 
speedily  come  round.  Just  as  he  came  up  the  door  of  the 
cottage  opened,  and  one  of  the  women  who  had  run  in  to 
assist  the  fisherman's  wife  put  her  head  out. 

"  She  has  opened  her  eyes,"  she  said.  "  The  little  dear 
will  soon  be  all  right.'' 

"Thank  God  for  His  mercies!"  the  sergeant  said,  tak- 
ing off  his  hat.  "  What  should  1  have  done  if  I  had  lost 
her  ?  and  I  have  to  thank  you  next  to  God,"  he  said,  seiz- 
ing the  boy's  hand.  "May  God  bless  you,  young  gentle- 
man !  and  reward  you  for  having  saved  my  darling.  They 
tell  me  she  must  have  been  drowned  but  for  you,  for  no 
one  knew  she  had  fallen  in.  Had  it  not  been  for  you  I 
should  come  round  to  look  for  her  and  she  would  have 
been  gone— gone  for  ever!"  and  the  showman  dashed  the 
tears  from  his  eyes  with  the  back  of  his  hand. 

"  I  was  only  just  in  time,"  the  lad  said.  "  I  did  not  see 
her  fall  out  of  the  boat.  She  was  only  a  few  yards  away 
from  it  when  she  came  up — just  as  my  eyes  fell  on  the 
spot.  I  am  very  glad  to  have  saved  her  for  you;  but  of 
course  it  was  nothing  of  a  swim.  She  could  not  have  been 
many  yards  out  of  my  depth.  Xow  I  will  run  home  and 
change  my  things." 

James  "Walsham  was  too  much  accustomed  to  be  wet 
through  to  care  anything  about  his  dripping  clothes,  but 
they  served  him  as  an  excuse  to  get  away,  for  he  felt  awk- 
ward and  embarrassed  at  the  gratitude  of  the  old  soldier. 
He  pushed  his  way  through  the  little  crowd  which  had 
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now  gathered  round,  and  started  at  a  r,.n  •   f     .u 

had  brought  almost  all  those  gathr^dl^nd^t  ""' 

again 'and  bdnT^ldf  wTo  f°  h!»  ''T  "T'"^  °°' 
«a.  a  knock  at  tlie  front  dlldl  ""  "l""  '"'"'  ^^'"' 
mother  called  him  dZ  w  .  * "'""'«'  ''"^■-  Ws 
there  found  the  IZn.  ^^  ™"  ""'"'  '»  ">»  I-ri"'-  and 

.noro°abo'utl''.'Tdo''Ittt'  "Iff"''*  ""^  ""^^ing 
■.othinginswmminttent'?'"^  thanked,  and  there  wa, 

say  anythinTmore  aboiy,     r'"  "  '^'"'  '""^    P''"'^''  d<«'t 
ever  so  much"  °'"  "•    '  *»""  '^"'«  JO"  Wt  me 

oM^lar"""'  '■""^''  «™™'^'  »*  *«•  Walaham  ex- 

ooIfrratruLT^rx^r-r:!!^^'- ' 

"Sergeant  Wilks,  -nadam." 

litt.e  grandchild,  life'  1  am  ptu'f  o  "yi:"/::  "™^  "' 

goingtTonthl'd  :  ""'  ""V^"""-^'    ™'  «  -O"'^ 
-/there  mig^V.^lrrgtTJ^'ltTstr™^'' '^ 
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only  thing  I  have  to  cure  for  in  the  worhl,  and  you  have 
saved  her.  If  it  had  only  been  by  stretching  out  your  hand 
I  should  have  been  equally  grateful.  However,  I  will  say 
no  more  about  it,  but  I  shall  not  think  the  less.  But  don't 
you  believe,  madam,  that  there  was  no  credit  in  it.  It  was 
just  the  quickness  and  the  promptness  which  saved  her 
life.  Had  your  son  hesitated  a  moment  it  would  have  been 
too  late,  for  he  would  never  have  found  her.  It  is  not 
likely  that  your  son  will  ever  have  any  occasion  for  help 
of  mine,  but  should  there  be  an  opportunity  he  may  rely 
upon  it  that  any  service  I  can  render  him  shall  be  his  to 
the  death;  and  unlikely  as  it  may  seem,  it  may  yet  turn 
out  that  this  brave  act  of  his  in  saving  the  life  of  the 
granddaughter  of  a  travelling  showman  will  not  be  with- 
out its  reward.'* 

"Is  she  all  right  now  ?"  James  asked  abruptly,  anxious 
to  change  the  conversation. 

"  Yes.  She  soon  came  to  herself,  and  wanted  to  tell  me 
all  about  it;  but  I  would  not  let  her  talk,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  she  dropped  off  to  sleep,  and  there  I  left  her.  The 
women  tell  me  she  will  probably  sleep  till  morning,  and 
will  then  be  as  well  as  ever.  And  now  I  mus^^^  go  and  look 
after  my  box,  or  the  boys  will  be  pulling  it  to  pieces." 

It  was,  however,  untouched,  for  in  passing  the  sergeant 
had  told  the  little  crowd  that  if  they  left  it  alone  he  would 
on  his  return  let  all  see  M^ithout  payment,  and  during  the 
rest  of  the  afternoon  he  was  fully  occupied  with  successive 
audiences,  being  obliged  to  make  his  lectures  brief  in  order 
that  all  might  have  their  turn. 

After  the  sergeant  had  left,  James  took  his  hat  and 
went  for  a  long  walk  in  the  country  in  order  to  escape  the 
congratulations  of  the  other  boys.  The  next  day  little 
Agnes  was  perfectly  well,  and  appeared  with  her  grand- 
father in  tlio  seat  far  back  in  the  church  vvhich  he  alvvays 
occupied  on  the  Sundays  she  spent  at  Sidmouth.    On  these 
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occasions  slie  was  always  neatly  and  prettily  dressed  and 
indeed,  some  of  the  good  women  of  Ihe  plJe e,  Z'-^: 
the  graceful  httle  thing  with  their  own  children,  had  n^J 
been  backward  m  their  criticisms  on  the  folly  0    the  old 
showman  in  dressmg  his  child  out  in  clothes  filfor  a  lady 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE   showman's   GRANDCHILD. 

Three  months  later  the  showman  again  appeared  at 
Sidmoutli,  but  did  not  set  up  hjs  box  as  usual.  Leaving 
it  at  his  lodging  he  went  at  once  with  his  grandchild  to 
Mrs.  Walsham's. 

"  I  have  come,  madam,"  he  said  after  the  first  inquiries 
about  the  child  had  been  answered,  "on  a  particular  busi- 
ness.  It  will  seem  a  strange  thing  to  you  for  a  man  like 
me  to  ask,  but  things  are  not  quite  as  they  seem,  though  I 
can't  explain  it  now.  But  I  am  beating  about  the  bush, 
and  not  getting  any  nearer.  I  have  come  to  ask,  madam^ 
whether  you  would  take  charge  of  the  child  for  two  years. 
Of  course  I  am  ready  to  pay  anything  that  you  may  think 
proper." 

"But  I  don't  take  boarders,"  Mrs.  Walsham  said,  much 
surprised  at  the  proposition.  "  I  only  take  girls  who  come 
in  the  morning  and  go  away  in  the  afternoon;  besides, 
they  are  all  a  good  many  years  older  than  your  grandchild. 
None  of  the  girls  who  come  to  me  are  under  twelve." 

"  I  know,  ma'am,  I  know;  and  I  am  sure  you  must  think 
it  a  great  liberty  on  my  part  to  ask  such  a  thing,"  the  ser- 
geant said  apologetically.  "It  is  not  the  teaching  I  want, 
but  just  a  home  for  her." 

Mrs.  Walsham  felt  puzzled.  She  did  in  her  heart  feel 
it  to  be  a  liberty.  Surely  this  wandering  showman  would 
find  no  difficulty  in  getting  his  grandchild  taken  care  of 
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among  peojilo  of  Ijis  own  rimk  in  life.  It  did  seem  most 
singular  that  ho  should  seek  to  pluce  the  child  with  lnor. 
Mrs.  Walshani  was  not  given  to  tliinking  what  her  neigh- 
bors would  say,  but  she  thought  of  the  buzz  of  comment 
and  astonishment  which  her  taking  the  charge  of  this 
child  would  excite.  She  had  been  particular  in  keeping 
her  little  school  to  some  extent  select,  a.nd  as  it  was  now 
as  large  as  she  could  manage  unaided,  she  ;va3  able  to  make 
it  almost  a  favor  to  the  farmers'  wives  to  t;  ke  their  girls. 

But  to  do  Mrs.  Walsham  justice  this  thiught  had  less 
influ  nee  with  her  than  that  of  the  time  aiul  care  which 
would  bo  required  by  a  child  of  that  ago  in  the  house. 
Certainly,  she  tliought,  as  she  looked  at  her  sitting  with 
her  eyes  wide  open  and  an  expr^.ssion  of  grave  wonder  in 
her  face,  "  she  is  a  little  darling,  and  as  Jim  saved  her  life 
I  have  a  special  interest  in  her;  but  this  is  out  of  the 
question."  It  was  two  or  three  minutes  before  she  an- 
swered the  showman's  last  words. 

"No,  it  cannot  be  done.  Sergeant  Wilks.  No  money 
that  could  be  paid  me  would  make  up  to  me  for  the  charge 
of  a  child  of  her  age.  I  am  all  day  in  school,  and  what 
could  a  child,  especially  one  accustomed  to  be  out  all  day, 
do  with  herself  ?  The  worry  and  anxiety  would  be  im- 
mense. Were  it  not  for  my  school  it  would  be  different 
altogether.  A  child  of  that  age,  especially  such  a  sweet 
little  thing  as  your  granddaughter  seems  to  be,  would  be 
a  pet  and  amusement;  but  as  it  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
it  is  out  of  the  question.  But  surely  you  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  plenty  of  good  women  who  would  be  glad 
to  take  her,  and  to  whom,  having  children  of  the  same 
age,  she  would  be  no  trouble  whatever." 

"  Yes,"  the  sergeant  said  slowly,  "  I  was  afraid  you  would 
say  that,  ma'am.  Besides,  though  you  are  good  enough 
not  to  say  it,  I  know  that  there  must  Le  other  objections. 
I  know  you  must  be  surprised  at  my  wanting  her  to  bo 
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'or  yo„  to  pay  fo,-  he  ™re  „T,lr  rlT'  "«•  '"■■«"  •'' ™'" 
tl.«t  there  .ro  ,e„ros  "f  Zm"  „.  ll'''  '°  "''""•  *'"  ''"" 
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be  strong  ones  for  me  to  be  win  /  '"""^"'^  ^'^'^  "^"«t 
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those  two  rears  wh™,  r  ^  1    "  ^'^"'^  or  later,  and 

Please,  madam,"  he  uZl  "do     I    ■        *""'  "'=^*  f"™- 
to-day.    I  shal    not  Si'  M„,  7    ^"1 '"'  "  ""■■"  """' 

y»»  will  let  me.  tllto    in.  "  ;;j  hTll""  ""Z^""' "' 
toll  you  all,  r  ™„M  „i„  „ '  "'  "-"^  '"^''o™  me,  if  I  could 
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So  saying  ho  miulo  ii  luilitiiry  siiluto,  took  the  ehikra 
llmnd  in  liis,  and  was  soon  striding  along  toward  tlio  sea. 
J    Mrs.   Walsham   was   somo    tinio   before  she   recovered 
Ifrom  her  aurpriso.     Tliis  was,  iiKh-od,  a  niysteriouH  affair. 
[The  earnestness  with  wliich  the  old  soldier  pleaded  liis 
jcause  had  moved  her  strongly,  and  had  almost  persuaded 
|her  to  accept  the  proposal  which  had  at  first  seemed  pro- 
[posterous.    Fifty  pounds  a  year,  too,  was  certainly  a  hand- 
some sum.     She  could  get  a  girl  from  the  village  for  two 
or  three  shillings  a  week  to  look  after  the  child  and  go  out 
with  her  during  school  hours,  and  a  hundred  pounds  would 
be  a  very  handsome  addition  to  the  sum  which  she  had 
I  begun,  little  by  little,  to  lay  by  for  Jim's  preparation  for 
the  medical  profession. 

In  the  five  years  which  would  elapse  before  it  would  bo 
time  for  him  to  enter  upon  his  studies  for  it  she  could 
hardly  hope  to  lay  by  more  than  that  sum,  and  this  would 
at  a  stroke  double  it.     Certainly  it  was  a  tempting  offer 
She  could  not  do  justice  to  the  child,  could  not  give  hor 
the  care  and  attention  which  she  ought  to  have,  and  which 
^  she  could  have  for  such  a  sum  elsewhere;  but  the  sergeant 
I  knew  exactly  how  she  was  placed,  and  if  he  was  willing 
and  anxious  for  her  to  assume  the  charge  of  the  cliild  why 
should  she  refuse  this  good  offer?    However,  her  pupils 
were  waiting  for  her  in  the  next  room,  and  with  an  effort 
I  Mrs.  Walsham  put  the  matter  aside,  and  went  in  to  them 
I  When  James  returned  home  to  dinner  his  mother  related 
1  to  him  the  whole  conversation.     James  was  more  amused 
than  puzzled. 

"It  seems  a  rum  idea,  mother;  but  I  don't  see  why  you 
shouldn't  take  her.  She  is  a  sweet  little  thing,  and  will 
be  a  great  amusement.  Fifty  pounds  a  year  seems  a  tre- 
mendous sum  for  a  man  like  that  to  pnv  bnf  T  nvr^viym 
He  knows  his  own  business,  and  it  will  be  a  great  pull  for 
you.    You  will  be  able  to  have  all  sorts  of  comforts.     I 
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Accordingly  when   Sergeant  Wilks  called  on  Monday 
iornmg  for  his  answer  Mrs.  Walsham  told  him  that  she 

|iad  decided  to  accept  his  offer. 

I  "You  are  aware  how  I  am  placed,"  she  said,  "and  that 

^  cannot  give  her  the  care  and  time  which  I  could  wish 
^nd  which  she  ought  to  have  for  such  a  liberal  payment  as 
^ou  propose;   but  you  know  that  beforehand,  and  you  see 
ihat  for  two  years'  payments  I  could  not  sacrifice  my  school 
connection,  which  I  should  have  to  do  if  I  gave  her  the 

time  I  should  wish." 

'   "I  understand,  madam,"  he  said,  "and  I  am  grateful  to 
J^ou  for  consenting  to  take  her.    She  is  getting  too  old  now 
to  wauder  about  with  me,  and  since  the  narrow  escape  she 
had  last  time  I  was  here  I  have  felt  anxious  whenever  she 
^as  out  of  my  sight.    It  would  not  suit  me  to  put  her  in  a 
iarm-house.     I  want  her  to  learn  to  speak  nicely,  and  I 
.ive  done  my  best  to  teach  her;  but  if  she  went  to  a  farm- 
ouse  she  would  be  picking  up  all  sorts  of  country  words, 
«id  I  want  her  to  talk  like  a  little  lady.    So  that  is  settled 
naam.    I  am  going  on  to  Exeter  from  here,  and  shall 
:et  her  a  stock  of  clothes  there,  and  will  bring  her  back 
text  Saturday.     Will  it  suit  you  to  take  her  then  ?  " 

of/L      ?'""  '"'^  *^'"*  ™^^  ^"^^  ^«^y^«»^   ^^^  an 
mir  later    he  sergeant  set  out  from  Sidmouth  with  his 

.ox,  Aggie  trotting  alongside  talking  continuously. 

o  .!!   "" f^  Z  ^  *'  '*'P  ^^*^  *^"*  ^^^y'  g^-^^"^P^'  -«d  not 
.0  go  about  with  you  any  more  ?    I  shan't  like  it.     I  like 

romg  about,  though  I  get  so  tired  sometimes  when  you  are 
.howing  the  pictures,  and  I  like  being  with  you.  It  isn't 
(.tuse  I  have  been  naughty,  is  it  ?  'cause  I  fell  out  of  the 
boat  into  the  water  ?  I  won't  never  get  into  a  boat  again, 
-nd  I  didn't  mean  to  fall  out,  you  know." 

"  No,  Aggie,  it's  not  that."  the  serrrAanf  co,'^  «  v.„  _, 
Iways  a  good  girl-at  least,  not  always,  because  sometimes 
ou  get  mto  passions,  you  know.     Still,  altogether  you  are 
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a  good  little  ffirl.    Still  vn,,  .. 
about  the  coifntry  with  re"''  ^'"  ''^'*  "^^^^^«  ^e  going 
^"Butwhynot,grampa?" 

oountr'liK;'  itT::Xne^^^\r'^  ''  ^^-^  ^^e 
should."  '         '°"^'^''  *  be  "g^t  and  proper  they 

"  Why  shouldn't  it  be  PTiTr.r.n  9»  ^r.      , 
^  "Weli,  Aggie,  I  can? S;       ^^    "  Persisted, 
so  It  13.    Men  and  boys  h-.vp  !„    ^  ,  "  '»  y""  why,  bat 
"hips,  or  as  soldiers  toTht  for  b       *'   """^  «"  ^''-'°'  '» 
Giris  and  women  have  to  so"  *  b     '™''"'^'  •'■''^'  "^  ^  <iid. 
-..»  babies  and  thals    u/thlg  "  Gof  '?  ''°"»'""' 
lard  and  rough  and  to  w  irt  7  j^'      ,      """'^  "i™  '»  be 
™n  gentle  La    oft  to  s„V,°'°  ■■*"''  "^  """^  «' 
comfortable."    Ag."  medft!?  ^  ,      "'  ""''  "■"'"'  «'»?« 

ienoenponthisX"„"\f':;  ^"^  "'^'"""^  '»  »'" 

"  Riif  I  1  <^'ise. 

to  help;  and  then  you  see  thev  III  u  '''"'8'''''ra  have 
he«>nse  they  are  nit  do  g  bTirtroZ w  Tl'*^  ■"^"' 
yon  to  grow  np  soft  and  gcnUe  and  7  '  ""  '  ™' 
you  to  live  With  that  lady  wh  the  7-  V  '™  I  «»* 
you  out  of  the  water,  and  1^0^  win  IT  "^  *'"'  ?""<=<> 
and  I  shall  come  and'see "1:0^^'"  '"'  ™^  ^^W^' 

-hertJr;:;;;:^t^^^^^^ 

•e^.™d^t  ll:::;::t„r,'°-^'%.'e;  yo„  have 


>  ■'^g^J«.  whe 
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Jyou  must  never  forget,  you  know,  that  he  saved  your  life 
.Just  thmk  how  unhappy  I  should  be  if  he  had  not  got  vou 
iout  of  the  water."  ^     ^ 

"The  water  was  cold  and  nasty,"  Aggie  suid,  "and  it 

seemed  so  warm  and  nice  to  my  hands.     Aggie  won't  go 

near  the  water  any  more.     Of  course  if  the  boy  is  with  me 

I  can  go,  because  he  won't  let  me  tumble  in.     Shall  I  get 

mnto  the  basket  now,  grampa  ?    I  is  tired." 

"Oh,  nonsense,  little  woman!  you  have  not  walked  half 

.  a  mile  yet.    Anyhow,  you  must  trot  along  until  you  get 

to  the  top  of  this  hill,  then  you  shall  have  a  lift  for  a 

DID. 

And  so,  with  the  child  sometimes  walking  and  sometimes 
ruling,  sometimes  asleep  in  her  basket  and  sometimes  chat- 
ting  merrily  to  her  grandfather,  the  pair  made  their  way 
across  the  country  toward  Exeter. 

I    There  was  no  little  talk  in  Sidmouth  when  on  the  fol- 
ilowing  Sunday  the  showman's  grandchild  appeared  in  Mrs 
pValsham  s  pew  in  church,  and  it  became  known  that  she 

t-7  ??f '  ^"^  "'""^^^  ""^  ^^"^  ^«"«e-  It  was  generally  con- 
idered  that  Mrs.  Walsham  had  let  herself  down  greatly  by 
faking  the  showman's  grandchild,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
mothers  of  her  pupils  talked  about  taking  them  away.  One 
)r  two  indeed  called  upon  her  to  remonstrate  personally 
3ut  tiiey  gained  nothing  by  the  step. 

"I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean,"  she  said  quietly. 
I  by  saying  that  the  child  is  not  fit  to  associate  with  my 
bther  pupils  She  is  singularly  gentle  and  taking  in  her 
manner.  She  expresses  herself  better  than  any  child  of 
ler  own  age  in  Sidmouth,  so  far  as  I  know.  There  are  few 
^0  neatly  and  prettily  dressed.  What  is  there  to  object  to" 
Hei  grandfather  has  been  a  sergeant  in  the  army;  he  bears 

^ofi  ;rff '  "^^^  ''  '^^^'  -^--ver  he  goes''  I  do  not 
jponsuicr  that  ^amc«  or  mysell  are  ^n  any  way  demeaned  by 
fcitting  down  tQ  meals  with  the  child,  who  indeed  behaves 


r^" 
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as  prettily  and  nicely  as  one  could  wish,  and  I  certainly  do 
not  see  that  any  of  my  pupils  can  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  fact  that  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  day  she  learns  her 
lessons  in  the  same  room  with  them.  Had  I  thought  that 
they  would  be,  I  should  not  have  received  her.  I  shall,  of 
course,  be  sorry  if  any  of  my  pupils  are  taken  away,  but  as 
I  have  several  girls  only  waiting  for  vacancies,  it  would 
make  no  difference  to  me  pecuniarily." 

And  so  it  happened  that  Mrs.  Walsham  lost  none  of  her 
pupils,  and  in  a  short  time  the  wonder  died  out;   indeed 
the  child  herself  was  so  pretty  and  taking  in  her  ways  that 
it  was  impossible  to  make  any  objection  to  her  personally. 
Mrs.  Walsham  had  been  struck  by  the  self-command  which 
she  showed  at  parting  with  her  grandfather.     Her  eyes 
were  full  of  tears,  her  lip  quivered,  and  she  could  scarcely 
speak;  but  there  was  no  loud  wailing,  no  passionate  out- 
burst.   Her  grandfather  had  impressed  upon  her  that  the 
parting  was  for  her  own  good,  and  child  though  the  was, 
she  felt  how  great  a  sacrifice  he  was  making  in  parting  with 
her,  and  although  she  could  not  keep  the  tears  from  stream- 
ing down  her  cheeks,  or  silence  her  sobs  as  she  bade  him 
good-by,  she  tried  hard  to  suppress  her  grief.    The  pain  of 
parting  was  indeed  fully  as  great  to  Sergeant  Wilks  as  to 
his  granddaughter,  and  it  was  with  a  very  husky  voice  that 
he  bade  her  good-by,  and  then  putting  hor  into  Mrs.  Wal- 
sham's  arms,  walked  hastily  away. 

Aggie  was  soon  at  home.  She  and  James  very  quickly 
became  allies,  and  the  boy  was  ever  ready  to  amuse  her, 
often  giving  up  his  own  plans  to  take  her  for  a  walk  to' 
pick  flowers  in  the  hedgerow,  or  to  sail  a  tiny  boat  for  her 
in  the  pools  left  as  the  sea  retired.  Mrs.  Walsham  found 
to  her  surprise  that  the  child  gave  little  trouble.  She  was 
quiet  and  painstaking  during  the  half -hours  in  the  morning 
and^ afternoon  when  she  was  in  the  school-room,  while  at 
rncai-times  iier  prattle  and  talk  amused  both  mother  and 
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son,  and  altogether  she  made  tlio  house  brighter  and  hap- 
pier tlnin  it  was  before. 

In  two  months  the  sergeant  came  round  again.  He  did 
not  bring  his  box  with  him,  liaving  left  it  at  his  last  halting- 
place,  tellmg  .James,  who  happened  to  meet  him  as  he  came 
into  Sidmouth,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  his  show 
there  again. 

"It  will  be  better  for  the  child,"  he  explained.  "She 
has  done  with  the  peep-sliow  now,  and  I  do  not  want  her 
to  be  any  longer  associated  with  it." 

Aggie  was  delighted  to  see  him,  and  sprang  into  his  arms 
wi  h  a  scream  of  joy  as  he  entered.  After  a  few  minutes' 
talk  Mrs.  Walsham  suggested  that  she  should  put  on  lier 
hat  and  go  for  a  walk  with  him,  and  in  high  contentment 
the  child  trotted  off,  holding  her  gnnidf  ather's  hand.  Turn- 
ing to  the  left  the  sergeant  took  the  path  up  the  hill,  and 
when  he  reached  the  top,  sat  down  on  the  short  turf,  with 
Aggie  nestling  up  against  him. 

"So  you  are  quite  well  and  happy,  Aggie  ?"  he  asked. 
Quite  well,  grampa,  and  very  happy;   but  I  do  wish  so 
much  that  you  were  here.     Oh,  it  would  be  so  nice  to  have 
you  to  go  out  with  every  day ! " 

"I  am  afraid  that  cannot  be  managed,  Aggie.  T  have 
been  busy  so  long  that  I  could  not  settle  down  quietly  here- 
besides,  I  must  live,  you  know." 

"But  wouldn't  people  give  you  money  for  the  show  if 
you  lived  here,  grampa  ?  You  always  got  money  here  tlio 
same  as  other  places." 

"Yes  niy  dear,  but  I  could  not  get  fresh  pictures  every 
day,  and  should  soon  tire  them  by  showing  the  old  house." 
with  you?''  ""''  '""''^  «o»^etimes,  grampa,  not  to  have  me 

J7j'''  "^S"''  T^  '^'^y-    I  "^Js«  you  terribly  sometimes, 
'iiiu  1  am  ainaya  chinking  about  you." 

"  Then  why  don't  you  take  me  away  again,  grampa  ?  " 
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"Because,  as  I  told  you,  Aggie,  I  want  you  to  learn  to 
read,  and  to  grow  up  quite  a  little  lady." 
"  Does  reading  make  one  a  lady,  grampa  ?  " 
"m,  Aggie,  not  by  itself,  but  with  other  things." 
"And  when  I  am  quite  grown  up  and  big,  and  know  how 
to  read  nicely,  shall  I  be  able  to  go  with  you  again  '" 

"  We  will  see  about  that,  Aggie,  when  the  time  comes. 
Ihero  IS  plenty  of  time  yet  to  think  about  that." 

"But  lam  getting  on  very  fast,  grampa,  and  the  lady 
says  I  am  a  good  girl.  So  it  won't  be  such  a  very  long  time 
before  I  can  leave." 

"It  will  be  so^ie  time  yet.  You  have  only  got  to  read 
little  words  yet,  but  there  are  lots  of  long  w  ds  which  vou 
will  come  to  presently.  But  Mrs.  Walsham  tells  me  that 
you  are  getting  on  nicely,  and  that  you  are  a  very  good  girl 
which  pleases  me  very  much,  and  when  I  am  walking  along 
with  my  box  I  shall  like  to  be  able  to  think  of  you  as  bein^ 
quite  comfortable  and  hi.ppy,"  ® 

"And  I  go  walks  with  Jim,  grampa,  and  Jim  has  made 
me  a  boat,  and  he  says  some  day  when  it  is  very  fine  and 
quiet  he  will  take  me  out  in  a  big  boat,  like  that  boat,  you 
know;  and  he  is  going  to  ask  you  if  he  may,  for  the  lady 
said  I  must  not  go  out  with  him  till  he  has  asked  you. 
And  ne  said  he  won't  let  me  tumble  over,  and  I  am  going 
to  sit  quite,  quite  still."  ^ 

_*' Yes,  Aggie,  I  don't  see  any  harm  in  your  going  out 

""'f  u  -"n  !  ^"'  ''"''  ^'  '""^  °"^-^  t^ke  you  when  it  is  fine, 
nd  he  will  look  after  you  well.  You  like  him,  don't  you  '  " 
Oh!  I  do,  grampa;  and  you  know  it  was  him  who  got 
me  out  of  the  water,  else  I  should  never  have  come  out,  and 
never  have  seen  grampa  again;  and  he  has  made  me  a  boat. 
Oh !  yes,  I  do  like  him ! " 

"That's  right,  my  dear;  always  stick  to  those  who  are 
goon  to  vou. 

A  few  days  after  this,  as  James  was  sailing  the  toy  boat 
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I    for  Aggie's  amusement  in  a  iiool  a  hov  «.inr,f       i 

f    w,.  some>vl,at  taller  than  Jaie   wU      d".  ,"^  ,^° 

years  older.    He  was  well  dressed     !t  ,      '""'  '"" 

tl.o  nepl,ew  and  heir  of  the  squire;        "  ''""  '""  "» 

It  was  not  often  that  Richorrl  tt^,.+ 
the  village.     He  was  accus    med  t'  b  ^^^^^^^^    '^^  "'° 
'leal  of  deference  at  the  Hall  and  to  ovf      ""''^  "  ^'''^ 
iri-ooms  about  Drettvjnnoh  ..?       T  '^^'''  servants  and 

-Hh  which  tieiii;::  t  :: s t-ri^trrT^ 

g«tly.  IIo  was  a  spoilt \„„°ii?„„',°f '"'"''  '"'" 
t..tor  for  hi™,  h.,t  th^  seleetiln  if^^  f.  ^t  ir'l™' 
library  was  large  and  jrood  thp  +„+»    ^^      /  .  ^"° 

!«■  was  conteut'to  let  tf  hoyt.  „  as  1  Ut'l:  ,™f "«'  ""'* 
vidiLg  that  he  did  not  trouble  Wm  At"  ''"'T"'  P™" 
toyond  books,  ho  .ever  i^or,^:^^^^^  '"^'"""°'' 

liio  squire  never  interforprl     w^  ., 

poiotod  nran.    He  att»d  ^ t  h  s  Mr  ""  ""''^"P- 

,  and  to  the  management  of  h  Li    *    1      ""  "  "■"Sirt'-ate 

yond  the  lodge  it"      He  til        "'  *""  '''''°'"  "<""  ^«- 

often  did  not  sefi  -s  nefhew  ?      "  """"'  ''^  '"'"»»"•  »" 

l-ideab„tth:tl^s;ts,it^"f 

«-;  ciroumstlesl  ^Jl^Z^XZ^'  -'- 

(  .e  story  begins  she  had  reeei  "d  a  Wer  ,       ^•■'™ 
Vt  as  her  eldest  son  was  no     his  t", '7,  T^^'^^ 
come  and  live  with  him  „,j  J  '  ""  ^'^^^Ki  him  to 

;l,e  offer  -,nd  Pi  "  "f  ,■"""'»'■«''«  &mily,  at  onee  aeeepte,) 
f.o"se,  a;rt»^':-:^'  :;;™'l *- '- "»  going  to  a  gt,„d 

ht'.'"..  left  his  fatttdt^KSt^tr-' 
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He  was  essentially  selfish;  lie  was  vain  of  his  good  looks, 
which  were  certainly  striking;  and  with  his  changed  for- 
tunes he  became  arrogant,  and,  as  the  squire's  servants  snid, 
hateful,  and  yet  the  change  had  brouglit  him  less  pleasure 
than  he  expected.  It  was  true  that  he  had  the  pony,  that 
he  was  not  obliged  to  trouble  himself  with  lessons,  that 
he  was  an  important  person  at  the  Hall;  but  he  had  no 
play-fellows,  no  one  to  admire  Jiis  grandeur,  and  the  days 
often  passed  heavily,  ajid  there  was  a  look  of  discontent 
and  peevishness  upon  his  handsome  face. 

Perhaps  the  reason  why  he  so  seldom  came  down  into 
Sidmouth  was  not  only  because  the  fisherboys  were  not 
sufficiently  impressed  with  his  importance,  but  because 
they  looked  so  much  happier  and  more  contented  than  he 
felt  in  spite  of  his  numerous  advantages.     On  this  day  he 
was  in  a  particularly  bad  temper.     He  had  lamed  his  pony 
the  day  before  by  riding  it  furiously  over  a  bad  road  after 
it  had  cast  a  shoe.    The  gardener  had  objected  to  his  pick- 
ing more  than  half  a  dozen  peaches  which  had  just  come 
into  perfection,  and  had  tlireatened  to  appeal  to  the  squire. 
Altogether  he  was  out  of  sorts,  and  had  walked  down  to 
the  sea  with  a  vague  hope  that  something  might  turn  up 
to  amuse  him.     He  stood  for  some  little  time  watching 
James  sail  the  boat,  and  then  strode  down  to  the  edge  of 
the  pool.    The  boat  was  a  model  of  a  smack,  with  brown 
sails.    James  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  with  it,  and 
it  was  an  excellent  model.   Presently  in  crossing  she  stuck 
in  a  shallow  some  twelve  feet  from  the  edge.     The  inter- 
vening stretch  of  water  was  a  foot  deep. 

James  picked  up  some  small  stones  and  threw  them 
close  to  her,  that  the  tiny  wave  they  made  might  float  her 
oil.     He  tried  several  times  without  success. 

"What's  the  use  of  such  little  stones  as  that?"  Richard 
said  mighlj;  "you  will  never  get  her  off  like  that;"  and 
picking  up  one  as  large  as  his  fist,  he  threw  it  with  some 
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force.  It  struck  the  mast  and  broke  it  asunder,  and 
knocked  the  boat  on  to  her  side.  James  Walsham  uttered 
an  angry  exclamation. 
"You  arc  a  bad  boy,"  Aggie  said  passionately.  ^' You 
;  are  a  bad  boy  to  break  my  boat;"  and  she  btirst  into 
tears. 

"I  didn't  mean  to  do  it,  you  little  fool!"  Richard  said 
angrily,  vexed  more  at  his  own  clumsiness  than  at  the  dam- 
age It  had  caused.  "  What  are  you  making  such  a  beastly 
noise  about  ?  "  and  he  gave  her  a  push. 

It  wiis  not  a  hard  one,  but  the  ground  was  slippery,  and 
tlie  child  s  foot  slipped,  and  she  fell  at  the  edge  of  tho 
pool,  her  dress  going  partly  into  the  water.  At  the  8am9 
instant  Richard  reeled  and  almost  fell  beside  her,  from  a 
Jieavy  blow  between  tho  eyes  from  James'  fiet. 

"You  insolent  blackguard!"  he  exclaimed  furiouslv  "I 
will  pay  you  for  this; "  and  he  rushed  at  James 

The  combat  was  not  a  long  one.  Hard  work  at  rowing 
and  sailing  had  strengthened  Jim  Walsham's  muscles,  and 
more  than  balanced  the  advantage  in  height  and  age  of  his 
adversary.  He  had  had,  too,  more  than  one  fight  in  his 
time,  and  after  the  first  sudden  burst  of  passion  caused  by 
the  overthrow  of  Aggie,  he  fought  coolly  and  steadily, 
while  Richard  rained  his  blows  wildly  without  attempting 
to  guard  his  face.  ^     ® 

The  child  on  regaining  her  feet  ran  crying  loudly  toward 
the  beach,  making  for  two  fishermen  who  were  engaged  in 
mending  a  net  some  distance  away;  but  before  she  could 
reach  them  to  beg  for  aid  for  her  champion  the  fight  was 
over  terminating  by  a  heavy  right-handed  hit  from  James 
which  landed  Richard  Horton  on  his  back  in  the  pool 
James  stood  quietly  awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  when 

^.a^  .1116.%  puHcd  and  red,  his  nose  bleeding,  and  his  lip 
cut;  his  clothes  were  soaked  from  head  to  foot,  and  smeared 
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doii  t,    Kicliiiid  gasped  hoarsoly.  ^  ^ 

fuilv^  ^'"*I  IT''  ^'?  ^'"^  " "'"^'^^  '^  ^'  •  "  J'"»^«  ''''n<l  scorn. 

w^a  bu  Iv     mf;    >:7/--"'^  -0'  good;  a  fellow  who 
wonj([  bu  ly  .1  little  g,rl  is  sure  to  bo  a  coward." 

Richard  moved  as  Tf  he  would  renew  the  fight  but  he 
thought  better  of  it,  and  with  a  furious  exclanfa  bn     J 
ried  away  toward  the  Hall  wnmtion  inn- 

"Oh  1"  T"Y. "::"',  ''°^-  •"'"' »""  ''M  •■"  '»"■'  you  ?" 

speak  ;f'l ,!,;;"  '""■'  "'^' ^SS-.'"  I«-t  nothing  to 
wenJ  1       I       '""'"good  deal  more;  I  p„id  him^t 

ooti^hrto;-?  '■°" '""'  "■"■  ""'"^"^  ^-  •'-■.".e 

James  laughed. 

ton'^fi?''  '''°'''*. ''^'  '-^"ything,"  he  said;   "she  is  accus 
tomed  to  my  coming  in  all  muddy  " 

clJan"VJlf^,  '^''^^  '''''  '^^'^  '^'^-'   and  it's  not 
Clean,    Aggie  said  in  dismay. 

it  Ilfrthf  wl'th  i'  "°'/°"  '"""•  ''"'"  """^  I  '"«  make 
".11  right  with  her,  don't  you  hot.    Come  on,  wo  had 

better  go  home  and  ehango  it  as  soon  „,  p„s„iU°" 
hey  passed  close  by  tlie  two  fishermou  on  thoh-  way 

sha„'°"o,^''r,;    '°  "",  ^"'■■'="  "''"'■'  «"='^'  «-'"-'• 
s  i,am,    010  of  them  said,  "and  served  him  right  too     A\'o 

ohaneed  to  he  looking  at  the  moment  «„d  saw  i't  .1    ll 
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is  n  had  un,  he  is,  l)y  what  they  say  up  at  the  Hall.  I 
heard  one  of  the  grooms  talking  last  night  down  at  the 
'  Ship,'  and  a  nice  character  he  gave  him.  This  thraaliing 
may  do  him  some  good;  and  look  you,  Master  Walsham,  if 
he  makeo  a  complaint  to  the  squire,  and  it's  likely  enough 
he  will  get  up  a  fine  story  of  how  it  came  about— the  groom 
said  he  could  lie  like  King  Pharaoh— you  just  send  word 
to  me,  and  me  and  Bill  will  go  up  to  the  squire  and  t»ll 
him  the  truth  of  the  matter." 

Mrs.  Walsham  felt  somewhat  alarmed  when  her  son  told 
her  what  had  ha])pened,  for  the  squire  was  a  great  man  at 
Sidmouth,  a  magistrate,  and  the  owner  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  place  as  well  as  of  the  land  around  it;  and  although 
Mrs.  Walsham  did  not  hold  the  same  exaggerated  opinion 
of  his  powers  as  lid  the  majority  of  his  neighbors,  who 
would  scarcely  have  dreamt  of  opposing  it  had  the  squire 
ordered  any  one  tu  bo  hung  and  quartered,  still  she  felt  that 
it  was  a  somewhat  terrible  tiling  that  her  son  should  have 
thrashed  the  nephew  and  heir  of  the  great  man. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door,  and  the 
little  maid  came  in  with  eyes  wide  open  with  alarm,  for  she 
had  heard  of  the  afternoon's  battle,  to  say  that  the  con- 
stable wished  to  speak  to  Mrs.  Walsham. 

"Servant,  ma'am,"  he  said  as  he  entered.  "I  am  sorry 
to  be  here  on  an  unpleasant  business;  but  I  have  got  to  say 
as  the  squire  wishes  to  see  Master  Walsham  in  the  justice- 
room  at  ten  o'clock  on  a  charge  of  'sault  and  battery.'  Don't 
you  be  afoard,  ma'am,"  he  went  on  confidentially.  "  I  don't 
think  as  anything  is  going  to  be  done  to  him.  I  ain't  got 
no  warrant,  and  so  I  don't  look  upon  it  as  regular  business. 
I  expects  It  will  be  just  a  blowing  up.  It  will  be  just  the 
squire  and  not  the  magistrate,  I  takes  it.  He  told  me  to 
iiave  him  up  there  at  ten,  but  as  he  said  nothing  about 
custody  I  tlmught  I  would  do  it  my  own  way  and  come  to 
jou  quiet  like;   so  if  you  say  as  Master  Walsham  shall  be 


-10 


WTTFT  WOLFE  IX  CANADA: 


OR, 


to  mo  „n„  ,„,  ,:;:!,;„  I'^^:^  ™  .;"..a  voo-  «„„., 

tln-.>„Kh  Si,l„,„„li,  wi  I,  my  hmd  '    ,  i  '''°    °  ^'  ™"'"'S 
"Tlr.nl- v,>„  ir  ]        „  ,Y  "•'""  """'s  son's  col  ar." 

ho  had  boon  tlnu,l°od  bv  Zv  V         "'"?  "'"'  '°°  ^'''''''"'l 

ho  w„,„d  bavo  r.;tbf;otr:rr,':;.';r;:;vf "' 

his  vengeunoo;  but  it  happe.iecl  th-it  hZ      \       '  '''"^ 

he  had  rnet  his  tutor  con  in'oVt     T]         /  '"  """"^  ^'°"'« 
at  liicharcl's  impeunn.o   M^  "^^^^  ^^^ter  was  astounded 

much  that  ho  c' uhr;^  a^^^^  P^^o^l  - 

cut  and  swollen  his  shirf  .f        ,        ,     "'"^'  ^"'  ^'i>'  '''^''^ 
Orono^ed  and  ,,;i:;;l;t,t:r  """"'  '^'^  ^'"'^^'^ 

^^  aobard  had  alroady  dotorminod  upon  hi,  voraion  of  tho 

me."  "^  ""  he  almost  killed 

"But  what  made  him  assault  vou   in  th,'«  .  , 
nianner?"  his  tutor  asked.   "Surelvallthpl      "f''^S«°"^ 

.  ""er:z:v;:r„?fnrcvr;~ 

;"  *7r  f  ™o»  'o  got  it  off,  and  I  holnod  him  a.^d     iT" 

F.^edt„lnttbomastofhi.boastl,boatannhe    h   S"'. 
at  mu  hko  a  tiger,  and  that's  all."  " 
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"Well,  it  seonis  to  be  a  monstrous  assault,  Ilichard,  and 
you  must  speak  to  the  squire  about  it." 

*'0h,  no,  I  shan't,"  Richard  said  hastily;  "T  don't  want 
any  row  about  it,  aiul  I  will  i)ay  him  off  some  other  way. 
I  could  lick  him  easy  enough  if  it  had  been  a  fair  fight^ 
oidy  he  knocked  mo  down  before  I  was  on  my  guard.  No, 
I  shan't  say  anything  about  it." 

Jiut  Kichard's  tutor  on  thinking  the  matter  over  deter- 
mined to  speak  to  the  sciuire.  Only  the  evening  before 
Mr.  [anthorne  had  surprised  him  by  asking  him  several 
questions  as  to  Richard's  i)rogres3  and  conduct,  and  had 
said  something  about  examining  him  himself,  to  see  how 
he  was  getting  on.  This  had  caused  Mr.  liobertson  no  little 
alarm,  for  ho  know  that  even  the  most  superficial  question- 
ing  would  betray  the  extent  of  Uichard's  ignorance,  and  ho 
had  resolved  that  henceforth  he  would  endeavor  to  assert 
his  authority  and  to  insist  u^jon  Richard's  devoting  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  each  day  regularly  to  study.  Should  the 
squire  meet  the  boy  anywhere  about  I  lie  house  ho  must  at 
once  notice  the  condition  of  \m  '  c,  an  i  even  if  he  did  not 
meet  him  he  could  not  fail  to  notice  it  on  Sunday  when  he 
sat  beside  him  in  the  pew.  It  would  be  better,  therefore, 
that  he  should  at  once  report  the  matter  to  him.  Without 
saying  a  word  to  Richard  of  his  intentions  he  therefore 
went  to  the  squire's  study  and  told  him  what  had  taken 
place  as  he  had  learned  it  from  Richard.  The  squire  lis- 
tened silently. 

"Very  Avell,  Ur.  Robertson,  you  were  quite  right  to  tell 
me  about  it;  of  course  I  cannot  suffer  my  nephew  to  bo 
treated  in  this  manner,  at  the  same  time  I  am  sorry  that  it 
was  Walsham's  son.  1  don't  know  anything  about  the 
boy,  and  should  not  know  him  even  by  sight,  but  I  had  an 
esteem  for  his  father,  who  was  a  hard-working  man,  and  I 
believe  clever;  he  used  to  attend  here  whenever  any  of  the 
servants  were  ill,  and  I  had  intended  to  do  sometliing  for 
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tiling  cannot  be  permitted  "  "  *°'''  "' 

he  Imd  done,  h  "  "y  fle  w  f„t„  fr"',';'"™'^  "■"'""■^  "'"" 
Wa  tutor  Witt  a  '"olenoe  ^f  ,  "''''''  P""^''™'' »■«'  "''..sed 
astonished  him Vn^  „        °' '""g""?"  wWoh  shocked  and 

in  allo^  nVLT;  to  jr^  "'  "'''  '"  '''^  °™  ™'P''WIi'y 
""!„  mm  ro  go  on  his  way  unchpplfPfi      tt    •        • 

endeavored  to  silence  tte  fnrions  hT  H^  I   ^  ,         "  ™'" 

without  exercising  ,„„      .1,     /    ,      ""  '""'  ''««»  so  long 

thority  to~e  Zlf;  "  '  """  ""^  ''""  ™-  »»» 
him  Jf  out  of  th  'r  om  an'd  trr  f'"^  '""''"'*  "-'g 
dering  on  consternation  ■"'  '"'"'  '"  "  ='»'«  >»'- 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE  JUSTICE-ROOM. 

Richard's  feelings  wore  not  to  be  envied  as  he  lay  awake 

ng.  It  had  never  for  a  moment  entered  his  mind  that  his 
tutor  would  repeat  his  statement  to  the  squire,  and  he 
wouk  have  given  a  good  deal  if  he  had  not  made  itThot 
ever,  there  was  nothing  for  him  now  but  to  stick  to  tlTe 
story,  and  he  felt  but  little  doubt  of  the  result  He  h  d 
no  ulea  that  any  but  the  actors  in  it  had  witnes  ed  the 
scene  by  the  pool,  and  he  felt  confident  that  hi  uncle 
would  as  a  matter  of  course,  take  his  word  in  pr  fe  en t 

leK  Of":  ''''  T/"  rf'  "'^^"^-^"^  ^^"  ^^-  to  scr  en 
inmself  Of  course  the  child  was  there,  but  no  one  would 
mmd  what  a  baby  like  tl-it  ^'^u■\      Qf,-ii  •.  ""o  woum 

1  1  1        •'^  ^'^•'^'-     ^t"l  it  was  a  nuisjiTipp 

"I  will  get  rid  of  him  somehow  before  iong,"  he  mid 
w,ll  pay  hm,  o«t  for  his  meddling  „s  3„re  a»  my    amet 

I'hsareT':;..  '  ^"'  «"'  ''^■"  ""'  «'  «"«  ^«'«"  ""- 
The  next  morning  at  breakfast  Richard  received  a  mes- 

ago  from  be  squire  that  ho  was  to  be  present  at  te  h^c  k 
n   d     r     n™'  ""  """'"""gly  "'  t'..'t  hour  be  pre. 

f.,i,in  ,  -^1    1°  "\"7'o^^"^n-     -Ibe  squire  was  s  ttinjr  at  his 
UUo  w.th  h,s  clerk  beside  him.    Mr.  Robertson  ^asi,, ,! 
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Chair  a  short  distance  oft.     The  constable  was  standing  by 
the  side  of  James  AValsham  at  the  otlier  end  of  the  room 
Mr.  Lmthorne  nodded  to  his  nepliew. 

"I  wish  you  to  repeat  the  story  which  you  told  Mr 
Robertson  yesterday." 

Richard  had  thought  over  wliether  it  would  be  better  to 
soften  his  story,  but  as  it  had  already  been  told  to  the 
squire  he  Lad  concluded  that  there  would  be  more  danger 
m  contradicting  his  first  version  than  in  sticking  to  it. 
According^  lie  repeated  his  story  almost  word  for  word  as 
he  had  told  it  to  Mr.  Robertson. 

"What  have  you  to  say  to  this,  James  AValsham  ?"  the 
squire  asked.  "This  is  a  serious  charge,  that  you  without 
any  provocation  assaulted  and  maltreated  my  nephew  " 
I  say  It  is  a]]  a  lie,  sir,"  James  said  fearlessly. 
The  squire  utiered  a  short  exclamation  of  surprise  and 
anger.  He  had  been  at  first  favorably  impressed  with  the 
appearance  of  the  young  prisoner,  tlicugh  he  had  been 
surprised  at  seeing  that  1  e  was  younger  than  his  nephew, 
for  he  had  expected  to  see  a  much  older  boy. 

"  That  is  not  the  way  to  cpeak,  sir,"  he  said  sternly,  while 

the  constable  pressed  a  warning  hand  on  James's  shoulder. 

Well,  sir,  Its  not  true  then,"  the  boy  said;   "it's  all 

false  from  beginning  to  end,  except  that  I  did  strike  him 

iirst;  but  J  struck  him,  not  because  he  had  thrown  a  great 

stone  ^nd  broken  my  boat,  but  because  he  pushed  a  little 

girl  who  was  with  mo  down  into  the  water." 

"  8he  slipped  down;  I  never  pushed  her,"  Richard  broke 

"Hold  your  tongue,  sir."  the  squire  said  sternly;  "vou 
have  given  your  evidence.  I  have  now  to  hear  what  the 
accused  has  to  say.     Now  toll  your  story." 

James  now  gave  his  version  of  tlie  affair. 

When  he  had  ended  Mr.  Liuthorne  said  gravely.  "Have 

"  any  witnesses  to  call .»"  "^ 
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"Yes,  sir,  there  are  two  fishermen  outside  who  saw  it." 

"  Bring  them  in,"  the  magistrate  said  to  the  constable. 

Not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  justice-room  until  the  con- 
stable returned.  As  James  had  told  his  story  the  mngis- 
trate  had  listened  with  disbelief;  it  had  not  occurred  to 
him  that  his  nephcv,-  could  have  told  a  lie,  and  he  wondered 
at  the  calmness  with  which  this  boy  told  his  story.  Why. 
were  it  true,  Richard  was  a  coward  as  well  as  a  liar,  for  with 
his  superior  age  and  height  he  should  have  been  able  to 
thrash  this  boy  in  a  fair  fight,  yet  James's  face  had  not  a 
mark,  while  his  nephew's  showed  how  severely  he  had  been 
punished.  But  his  eye  fell  upon  Richard  when  James  said 
that  he  had  w;1'm^ssos;  he  saw  an  unmistakable  look  of 
terror  came  o  s  face,  and  the  bitter  conviction  flashed 

across  him  thwL  oames's  story  was  the  true  one. 

"There  is  no  occasion  to  give  him  the  book,  Ilobson," 
he  said  as  the  constable  was  about  to  hand  the  Testament 
to  one  of  the  fishermen;  "this  is  a  private  investigation, 
not  a  formal  magisterial  sitting,  and  there  is  no  occasion 
at  this  stage  to  take  any  evidence  o  i  oath." 

"  What  is  your  name,  my  man  ?" 

"John  Mullens,  your  honor.' 

"  Well,  just  tell  me,  Mullens,  what  you  know  about  this 
business." 

"  I  was  a-mending  my  nets,  yer  honor,  along  with  Simon 
Ilarte,  and  young  Master  Walsham  was  a-sailing  his  boat 
in  a  pool  along  with  the  little  gal  as  liv- ^  at  his  mother's." 

"  How  far  were  you  from  the  spot  where  he  avus  ?  "  the 
squire  asked. 

"  Two  hundred  yards  or  so,  I  should  say,"  the  fisherman 
replied;  "we  was  working  behind  a  boat,  but  we  could  see 
over  it  well  enough;  presently  we  saw  Master  Horton  come 
down  and  stand  alongside  tlie  others.  I  said  to  Simon  *  Ho 
is  a  good-looking  young  fellow,  is  the  squire's  nephew,' " 
and  the  fisherman's  eye  twinkled  with  a  grim  humor  as  he 
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it  over;  I  sco  the  li    ir",%.lT  "'"  ''"■'"  """^  ''"""kod 

to  Mazier  Hort  ^  'a  1;",';:  r  f  ""'  "^  """"'■"« 
face  and  began  to  erv    Wn™  l  '  ''  "P""  "P  '"  ^" 

tumbled  down  :  1  fh'e  '  ?  ^  .h"  "  ^■■'  "'  *<"•«  ""<I  sl'O 
•What  asi°  n"e.'  b,  -aS,  "  T"'-  '  ^"^''^  '°  «""«". 
Master  Wa  ham  he  hit  T'l'^'  ™  °""  "'  "'^'mouth 

back  4,„  an?'::!;,:^    Iti'^^l,  X --'^  ^'f'^ 

"Have  you  any  other  witnpq«!P« ? >'  +i,« 
James.  ^'  *      ^'^^  magistrate  asked 

'.-n  placed  intt'p    it  „T  T^  "=:;!  ■™"  »'""'■*  '-e 

2-- it^-:^^^-  ^rarti;^\-2 
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you  and  my  nephew,  I  am  convinced  that  you  did  what  any 
other  boy  of  spirit  would  have  done  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, and  tliat  the  punishment  which  you  administered 
to  him  was  thorougldy  deserved.     Good-morning! " 

James  Walsham  and  his  witnesses  left  the  room.  Mr. 
Linthorne  rose,  and  saying  to  his  nephew,  "  Follow  me,  sir  " 
went  to  his  study.  Without  saying  a  word  as  to  what  had 
passed,  he  took  down  some  books  from  the  shelves  and 
proceeded  to  examine  Richard  in  them.  A  few  minutes 
sufficed  to  show  that  the  boy  was  almost  absolutely  ignorant 
of  Latin,  while  a  few  questions  in  geography  and  history 
showed  that  ho  was  equally  deficient  in  these  also. 

"  That  will  do,"  the  squire  said.  "  Go  up  to  your  room, 
and  remain  there  until  I  send  for  you." 

An  hour  after  this  a  dog-cart  came  round  to  the  door. 
Mr.  Robertson,  took  his  place  in  it  with  his  trunk,  and  was 
driven  away  to  Exeter  never  to  return.     For  two  days 
Richard  remained  a  prisoner  in  his  room.     His  meals  were 
brought  up  to  him,  but  the  servant  who  came  with  them 
answered  no  questions,  telling  him  that  the  squire's  orri-rs 
were  that  ho  Avas  not  to  hold  any  conversation  with  him 
There  was  indeed  a  deep  pleasure  among  the  servants  at 
the  Hall  at  the  knowledge  that  Richard  Horton  was  in  dis- 
grace.    The  exact  circumstances  of  the  affair  were  unknown, 
for  the  fishermen  had  not  been  present  when  Richard  had 
told  his  story,  and  Mrs.  Walsham,  who  was  much  shocked 
when  James  told  her  the  circumstances,  had  impressed 
upon  him  that  it  was  better  to  say  nothing  more  about  it. 
"  You  are  clear  in  the  matter,  Jim,  and  that  is  enough  for 
you.     The  squire  will  no  doubt  punish  his  nephew  for  the 
wicked  lies  he  has  told.    Some  day,  you  know,  the  boy  will 
be  master  here;   don't  let  us  set  every  one  against  him  by 
telling  this  disgraceful  stnry." 

So  beyond  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  fight  between 
James  Walsham  and  the  squire's  nephew,  and  that  Richard 
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Ilorton  had  been  tlirashed,  and  tliat  the  squire  himsolf  had 
said  that  it  served  him  riglit,  Sidmouth  knew  nothing  of 
wliat  had  taken  place  in  the  justice-room. 

Mr.  Lintliori.^'s  first  impulse  had  been  to  send  his  nephew 
at  once  back  to  his  parents,  with  the  message  that  lie  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him;  but  tliough  he  had  the 
reputation  of  being  a  stern  man,  tlie  squire  was  a  very  kind- 
hearted  one.  He  was  shocked  to  find  that  the  boy  was  a 
har,  and  that  to  shield  himself  he  had  invented  this  false- 
hood against  his  opponent;  but  upon  reflection  lie  acknowl- 
edged that  he  himself  had  been  to  blame  in  the  matter. 
He  had  taken  the  boy  into  his  house,  had  assigned  to  him 
the  position  of  liis  heir,  and  had  paid  no  further  attention 
to  him. 

Unfortunately  the  man  ho  had  selected  as  his  tutor  had 
proved  false  to  the  trust.  The  boy  had  been  permitted  to 
run  wild,  his  head  was  turned  with  the  change  in  his  pros- 
pects, his  faults  had  grown  unchecked.  It  was  to  be  said 
for  him  that  he  had  not  intended  in  the  first  place  to  bring 
his  opponent  into  disgrace  by  making  this  false  accusation 
against  him,  for  his  tutor  had  acknowledged  that  he  had 
said  he  did  not  intend  to  tell  him  or  to  take  nny  step  in 
the  matter,  and  his  position  of  accuser  had  been  to  some 
extent  forced  upon  him  by  the  necessity  of  his  confirming 
the  tale  which  he  had  told  to  account  for  his  being  thrashed 
by  a  boy  smaller  than  himself. 

Yes,  it  would  be  unfair  upon  the  boy  utterly  to  cast  him 
off  for  this  first  offence;  he  would  gave  him  one  more  trial. 
The  result  of  the  squire's  reflection  was  that  on  the  third  ' 
day  of  his  imprisonment  Richard  was  sent  for  to  the  study. 
The  squire  did  not  motion  to  him  to  sit  down,  and  he  re- 
mained standing  with,  as  the  squire  said  to  himself,  a  hang- 
dog look  upon  his  face. 

"  I  have  been  thinking  over  this  matter  quietly,  Richard, 
for  I  did  not  wish  to  come  to  any  hasty  conclusion.     My 
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first  in-.pulse  was  to  pack  you  off  home  and  have  no  more 
to  do  wi  h  you,  but  I  haye  thought  better  of  it.    McanTJ 

mTlT    :  TotT^"  ""'"^^  ""'''  '^^"'  '  "^^^  some  bl  n. 
myse  f  for  not  havmg  seen  that  your  tutor  did  his  dutv  bv 

but  not  here      I  could  not  bear  to  have  a  boy  wlio  has 
proved  himself  a  despicable  liar  about  me;   but  I  wll  trv 

will  ifhas  f  't  ""  '  '"*  ^^^'^^^^  -^^^^^  t'e\ -  n 
which  It  has  taught  you  may  influence  all  your  future  life 

and  that  you  may  yet  grow  up  an  honorable  man  ' 

But  you  will  remember  that  henceforth  you  are  on  trial 
and  that  the  position  in  which  you  will  stand  by  mv  wHl 
will  depend  solely  and  entirely  on  your  own  cond^t      Tf' 
you  prove  by  that  that  this  lesson  has  had  its  effe"  th 
you  deeply  repent  of  your  conduct,  and  are  re  0  ved  to 
do  your  best  to  be  henceforth  straight  honorable  and  t,-- 

f oT  ;ou .  It  n't'n'  ''-'''  ^'^  '-^^^-  '  ^-  "^' 
tor  you,   if  not,  not  one  single  penny  of  my  monev  will 

you  get    I  am  going  to  put  you  in  a  school  where  you  I 

cln  ::  1  ^'f'"^  ''''''  ^"^  ^^^-^  y^-  will  ha/e  ;" 
chance  of  retnevinff  vourself      T  i.o,.„   •    ^  ^ 

J  •     1    .     .         ^"&  juuxbeii.     1  nave  nist  wriffpn  fo  <> 

nend  of  m,„e  .  post-captoin  in  his  majLy's  s  r    o"  ask 

TAy^    -^^    *"""  '"'™  somewhat  over.ir.d„l„cd  and 
that  the  discplme  of  the  sea  life  will  be  of  great  bere'flt  t„ 
^ou,  and  have  requested  hi„  to  keep  a  tight\r„d  oTer  ^o^ 
,  and  Jet  me  know  oocasiona  ly  how  you  are  »„,•„„  „       t 
have  told  him  that  y„„r  positfon  as  mrheTr  will  to  a  ^ 
large  extent  depend  upon  his  reports,  Ld  ha!"  sked  ™-f 
m  the  name  of  onr  old  friendship,  to  be  perfeetlv  ,r  "k 
and  open  m  them  with  me.    I  have  ,.„vi  ,[    .°"^  *""'' 
nephew,  but  I  have  others  who  wm  t  ke  hi.  m"  '"'.T'' 
unworthy  of  the  position.  „„7  „T    „  ,1%'"^  P'"°',''  ""  " 
if  liP  <^hn,^7^  1.^  f       J         ".       '"ff=ongii  J.  Kiiould  be  sorry 
It  it  should  be  found  wanting,  I  will  commit  the  interests 
PI  all  the  tenants  and  peoule  ou  mv  ,>«f.,f .  +  interests 

^  u  pi^opxe  ou  my  estate  to  no  one  who  is 
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not  in  ovcry  rcspocfc  tin  honorable  gentlomiin,'  Tliat  will 
do,  sir.  Yon  need  not  remain  longer  in  your  room,  but 
you  will  not  leave  the  grounds.  My  friend's  ship  is  at 
Portsmouth  at  present,  and  doubtless  I  shall  receive  an  an- 
swer  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Until  then  the  less  we 
see  each  other  the  more  pleasant  for  us  both." 

There  were  few  more  miserable  boys  in  England  than 
Richard  Horton  during  the  week  which  elapsed  before  the 
answer  to  the  squire's  letter  was  receivod.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  he  was  sorry  for  his 
fault.  He  was  furious  with  himself,  not  because  he  had 
lied,  but  because  of  the  consequences  of  the  lie. 

A  thousand  times  he  called  himself  a  fool  for  having  im- 
perilled his  position,  and  risked  being  sent  back  again  to 
the  dingy  house  in  London,  merely  to  excuse  himself  for 
being  thrashed  by  a  boy  smaller  than  himself.  Mad  with 
his  folly,  not  in  having  invented  the  story,  but  in  having 
neglected  to  look  round  to  assure  himself  "that  there  were 
no  witnesses  who  would  contradict  it,  he  wandered  discon- 
solate about  the  ^irdens  and  park,  cursing  what  he  called 
his  fortune. 

It  was  an  additional  sting  to  his  humiliation  that  he 
knew  every  servant  in  and  about  the  house  rejoiced  at  his 
discomfiture,  and  he  imagined  that  there  was  a  veiled  smile 
of  satisfaction  at  his  bruised  visage  and  his  notorious  dis- 
grace with  the  squire  on  the  face  of  every  man  he  met 
outside,  and  of  every  woman  who  i)assed  him  in  the  house. 
During  the  whole  week  he  did  not  venture  near  the  stables* 
for  there  he  knew  that  he  had  rendered  himself  specially 
obnoxious,  and  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but  to 
saunter  listlessly  about  the  garden  until  the  day  arrived 
that  the  letter  came  granting  the  squire's  request,  and  beg- 
ging that  he  might  be  sent  off  at  once,  as  the  vessel  would 
■)robably  put  to  sea  in  a  few  days . 
"Xow,  Eichaid,"  the  squire  said  that  evening  to  him  in 
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boing  so,  I  ,1„  .„,t  Z    ^  *     ""' """''  "''"■'•■    l'l'»t 

tonL ;,„,;' '    .r;;' u" """ "™'"" ""™"'- 

nnloss  I  hoar  to  tl.o  c„"  r    '  I        .  '"'"'  '"""^'™""'  ""I 
yo„,.  „,.t  voyage  yo„  will  oo^Z^C^^Z^:f'^ 

messnT,^P«      T  1  1  '^^"  "''^^'*^  •'IS  much  as  vonr 

to  make  a  pet  and  a  playmate  of  S  y;'^""™  r"""""'' 
door  life  had  made  h  r  sLt  and  rttcfv'^f  "^^  «"  ""'-"f- 
to  accompanv  him  i„  „ll  i  •    """.f  ""V.^nd  she  was  able 

"t  work  a^  hoC'r^arU'lr'tef  "°J''""  ''»  ™ 
otherwise  amusin.  1  im  off  ,  ^  »  .  «  ■"""'' ^ 

quietly  beside  lnm°ch  t'^^^teZtr  ^d  *"."'  '""" 
with  an  oceasioiial  brief  anfwl, TT^  q>"teco„te„t 

he  was  studying  she  too  Coldwork  l^  TZ'  ""'"] 
howftvor  miipii  -^h^  r---.^  '  V  ^^  lessons;  and 

never  disturb'  it;;Si;.ir,:''';'''  '^''■  *« "°'"'' 

oy  ashing  Imu  questions  when  so  engaged, 
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Slio  was  m  intelligent  cliild,  and  the  lioiir's  lesson,  morn- 
ing  and  afternoon,  soon  grew  into  two.  She  was  eager  to 
learn,  and  ra])idly  gained  ground  on  Mrs.  Walshani's^older 
pupils.  During  the  two  years  that  lady  never  had  canso 
to  regret  that  she  had  yielded  to  the  sergeant's  entreaties. 
Aggie  was  no  trouble  in  the  house,  which  she;  brightened 
with  her  childish  laughter  and  merry  talk,  and  her  coni- 
panionsliip,  James'  mother  could  not  but  tliink,  did  the 
boy  much  good.  It  softened  his  manner,  and  although  ho 
still  often  went  out  with  the  fishermen,  he  was  no  longer 
thrown  entirely  for  companionship  upon  the  boys  on  the 
beach. 

The  sergeant  came  and  went,  seldom  being  more  than 
two  months  without  paying  a  visit  to  Sidmonth.    The  child 
was  always  delighted  to  see  her  grandfather,  and  James 
took  to  him  greatly,  and  liked  nothing  better  than  to  stroll 
up  witli  him  to  a  sheltered  spot  on  the  hillside,  where  he 
w(  aid  throw  himself  down  on  the  grass,  while  the  sergeant 
f-.moked  his  pipe  and  told  him  stories  of  his  travels  and  ad- 
ventures, and  Aggie  ran  about  looking  for  wild  flowers,  or 
occasionally  sat  down  for  a  while  to  listen  also.    The  squire 
lived  his  usual  lonely  life  up  at  the  Hall.     The  absence  of 
his  nephew,  whose  ship  had  sailed  for  a  foreign  station, 
was  a  relief  rather  than  otherwise  to  him.     It  had  from 
the  first  been  a  painful  effort  to  him  to  regard  this  boy  as 
his  heir,  and  he  had  only  done  it  when  heart-sick  from  a 
long  and  fruitless  search  for  one  who  would  have  been 
nearer  and  dearer  to  him.     Nor  had  he  ever  taken  to  the 
lad  personally.     TJie  squire  felt  that  there  was  not  the  ring 
of  true  metal  in  him.    The  careless  way  in  which  he  spoke 
of  his  parents  showed  a  want  of  heart;  and  although  his 
uncle  was  ignorant  how  much  the  boy  made  himself  dis- 
liked in  the  household,  he  was  conscious  himself  of  a  cer- 
tain antipathy  for  him,  which  led  him  to  see  as  little  of 
him  as  possible, 
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tiiic  '"   b.iid  on  the  oooasion  of  liii^  ).,^i  ..•  -t 

two  months    })f.fnrn  n.       *•  <««1UU    Ol    JUh   Ijisl    visit 

H  place  as  sorvanr.irUn  nV     .      '  ^''""^^  '"  ^"^  ^'"^  '""t- 

would  have  kept  her  for  the   urn  '    /    ^"7'  ^'''^^'  ''^'^ 

old  enough  to  fnl-n      T  '''''^  ^''"^  "^^il  slie  u-as 

ui  enough  to  take  a  place  as  a  nurse  girl       \n<l  vot  ,.1  ■ 

Lerself  very  Coso,,  ..ounlh^hea^t^         c  1°,  fe  ofT"'' 

el.ort  timrT         •  °  ''"''  ''"''  "■"'"■X"!  IJUt  a  very 

Atlst  in    f        ,"'"'"'  •■'""go"'"  unnecessary, 
^i.  ust  she  ni;ule  up  her  rnnil  fl.nt  .!,„  ,,.,    i      . 

iieep  her  on  witliout  i  it-     <ji,„      it "'"  ''^^'  '« 

eon.pa.o..,s„rau^::;r.o^:r;:„ri^^^^^ 
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travagance,  since  the  money  she  had  received  for  her  would 
pay  for  tlie  cost  of  her  keei^  for  years  to  come.  When  Mrs. 
AValsham's  mind  was  once  made  up,  lier  only  fear  was  that 
these  mysterious  plans  of  the  sergeant  would  not  allow 
him  to  leave  Aggie  with  her. 

Punctual  to  the  day  Sergeant  Wilks  arrived,  and  after  a 
little  talk  in  the  parlor,  as  usual,  with  James  and  Aggie 
present,  he  formally  requested  the  favor  of  a  conversation 
with  Mrs.  Walsham  alone. 

"Take  Aggie  for  a  walk,  James;  do  not  stay  out  above 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  as  your  tea  will  be  ready  for  you 
then." 

"  You  must  have  wondered,  ma'am,  a  good  deal,"  the  ser- 
geant began  when  they  were  alone,  "  why  T,  who  get  my 
living  by  travelling  the  country  with  a  peep-show,  wished 
to  place  my  grandchild  in  a  position  above  her,  and  to  have 
her  taught  to  be  a  little  lady.  It  is  time  now  that  I  should 
tell  you.  Aggie  is  my  granddaughter,  but  she  is  the  grand^ 
daughter,  too,  of  Squire  Linthorne  up  at  the  Hall." 

"Bless  me!"  Mrs.  Walsham  ejaculated,  too  astonished 
for  any  further  expression  of  her  feelings. 

"Yes,  ma'am,  she  is  the  daughter  of  the  squ.  ,'  son 
Herbert,  who  married  my  daughter  Cissie." 

"  Dear  me,  dear  me,"  Mrs.  Walsham  said,  "  what  an  ex- 
traordinary thing!  Of  course  I  remember  Herbert  Lin- 
thorne, a  handsome,  pleasant  young  fellow.  He  was  on  bad 
terms,  as  every  one  heard,  eight  years  ago,  with  his  father, 
because  he  married  somebody  bennth— I  mean  somebody 
of  whom  the  squire  did  not  approve.  A  year  afterward  we 
heard  that  he  was  dead,  and  tliero  was  a  report  that  his 
wife  was  dead  too,  but  that  was  only  a  rumor.  The  squire 
went  away  just  at  tlie  time,  and  did  not  come  back  for 
months  afterward,  and  after  that  he  was  altogether  changed. 
Before,  he  had  been  (.  io  of  the  most  popular  men  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  but  now  he  shut  himself  uji,  gave  up 
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all  his  acquaintances,  and  never  went  outside  the  park 
gates  except  to  come  down  to  clmrcli.  I  remember  it  guve 
us  quite  a  shock  when  we  saw  him  for  the  first  time—he 
seemed  to  have  grown  an  old  man  all  at  once.  Every  one 
said  that  the  death  of  his  son  had  broken  his  heart.  Au'^ 
Aggie  IS  his  granddaughter!  Well,  well,  you  have  aston- 
ished me.     But  why  did  you  not  tell  me  before  ?  " 

"There  were  a  good  many  reasons,  ma'am.    I  thought  in 
tne  first  place  you  might  refuse  me,  if  you  knew,  for  it  might 
do  you  harm.     The  squire  is  a  vindictive  man,  and  1     is 
landlord  of  your  house;  and  if  he  came  to  know  that  you 
had  knowingly  taken  in  his  granddaughter  there  was  no 
saying  how  he  might  have  viewed  it.     Then,  if  you  had 
known  It,  you  might  have  thought  you  ought  to  keep  her 
m,  and  not  let  her  run  about  the  country  with  your  son- 
and  altogether  it  would  not  have  been  so  comfortable  for 
you  or  her.     I  chose  to  put  her  at  Sidmouth  because  I 
wanted  to  come  here  often  to  Hear  how  the  squire  was  going 
on;  for  if  he  had  been  taken  ill  I  should  have  told  him 
sooner  than  I  intended." 

"  But  why  did  you  not  tell  him  before  ?  "  Mrs.  Walsham 
asked. 

"Just  selfishness,  ma'am.  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  run 
the  risk  of  having  to  give  her  up.  She  was  mine  as  much 
as  his  and  was  a  hundred  times  more  to  me  than  she  could 
be  to  him.  I  took  her  a  baby  from  her  dead  mother's  arms. 
1  fed  lier  and  nursed  her,  tauglit  her  her  first  words  and  her 
first  prayer.  Why  should  I  offer  to  give  her  up  to  him,  who 
ikely  enough  would  not  accept  the  offer  when  it  was  made 
to  liim  ?  But  I  always  intended  to  make  it  some  day  It 
was  my  duty  to  give  her  the  chance  at  least;  but  I  kept  on 
putting  off  the  day  till  that  Saturday  when  she  was  so 

'"  V  ^^Otviicu,  iiiun  J  saw  my  duty  before  me. 

"  I  had  from  the  first  put  aside  a  hundred  pounds  to  give 
her  more  of  an  education  than  I  could  do;  but  if  it  hadn't 
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» off  too 4. siiat  /c  t ;  ::„ tz^r '° '>"' 

mind  toj,»t  her  with  yon."  ^  "'"^'  "P  ""J" 

«t'h^"'l^r  ^'^  ^°"''  "^-''^rs.  Walsham  said  smiling 
though  It  was  with  some  difficulty  »  '  ™""'«' 

«.;iLTrhatrdtd  yfr4»:;:- ""' '  rf  -" 

a«  a  last  chance  have  toM  yo'u^whot  ch  .ut'r,.^''""" 

But  why  me  ?  "  Mrs.  Walshara  asked      •'  IvL  t 
so  particuiariy  an.ious  that  she  .ho^Mlme^^^m^rS 

The  sergeant  smiled. 

"It's  difficult  to  tell  you,  ma'am,  b-^t  I  had  a  reason  " 

T^e  J       Tt'^''"  ^''''  ™«i-n  persisted 
i he  sergeant  hesitated. 

YoulT.tT  ''"""^  "'^  '"  '^^^^  ^^^^'  "^^'^'">  but  I  will  tell 
you  what  fancy  came  into   mv  minri      v 

Aggies  life;   he\as  twelve  y^arsodsho  T   "'^'"' 

years'  difference."  ^  ^'  '^'  ^^'  ^^'^'  ««ven 

"hy,  what  nonsense,  serffeanf  f "  Mr=,  wr  i  ^        ,     , 
in  with  a  laugh.     "  You  drnfl.       .         Walsham  broke 
tered  your  head  V"  "''"''  *"  ^^^^  *^^^^  ^^^"^^  en- 
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have  it."  '  "^'^^"''   ^"*^  y^"  would 

ho7"'\r'  ^  w  f,"  ^'''"^^^'  ^^'^'  *^  "^«'  Sergeant  Wilks  any- 

ma'am  ",L^  !''""■«''  ''■"''  ''^™  '"'«'«  "»»  that, 

™ur::er;;rrthe  s'  ""■  "^"°^.'  "•^'  ^"^™ 

,„.„...  .  "J'J'os,  But  the  sqiiK'o  mill' be  in  Ilia  crnvp 
years  before  Aggie  come  „„  think  about  „  an-ia^e-  b^i^ir 
^  s  «a„  likel,  that  he  will  have  nothi^;'*.  r^  :* 

^^ieft;tL^Stt^y-n:^t:^i 

you  have  paid  me  is  amply  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  expenses 
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Of  what  she  oats  for  years.     It  will  be  a  real  plensrre  fnv 
me  to  keep  her,  for  slie  has  become  a  part  of    ?! 
and  we  should  miss  her  sorely  indetd    's he         IkT? 

Jier  up  to  take  a  situation  as  a  governess  in  a  gentlem-m's 
famdy,  or  perhaps-'^  and  she  laughed.     «  Yoiu  ie    o 
manee  might  come  true  some  day,  Ld  she  can  i^  t^af  cal" 
^top  in  this  home  until  James  makes  her  auother  " 

You  are  very  kind,  ma'am/' the  sergeart  said-  "trulv 

than  enough  for  my  want...  .nd  cr^^ny  •  ;  ,1  Z^ 
towanl  preventing  her  Uing  altogether  a  burden  r^uf 
hands  And  now,  ma'am,  how  would  you  recommend  n^« 
to  go  to  woi-k  w.h  the  vindictive  old  ma'n  up  ^he  Ha  1  ? '' 

not  ^;^7f "  V^'"'  '^''''^^''  ^'  ''^'  ^"^dictive.    That  ia 
not  at  all  tiie  character  he  bears." 

"^o,"the  sergeant  said,"!  hear  him  spoken  well  of- 
bu    I  have  seen  m  other  cases  men  who  have  had  the    ar  e 

m  their  nvn  family.    I  judge  him  as  I  found  him-a  hard- 
hearted, tyrannical,  vindictive  father.     I  think  Hiad  beUer 
not  see  h.m  myself.     We  have  never  met.     iZt  nev 
set  eyes  on  him  save  here  in  church;  but  he  rega  ds  me  • 
responsible  for  th.  ^olly  of  his  son.    He  wrote  m'    f vi"  on 
e,.er  and  said  I  had  inveigled  the  lad  into  the  mar  iao"- 
and  although  I  might  have  told  him  it  was  false  I  did  not' 
answer  his  letter,  for  the  mischief  was  don      ,  e ,   .td 

vZll'  w' I  TV'^'l  ''  ^^--     However,'^ t.i 
past  now,  bu    I  don't  wish  to  see  him.     I  was  thinking  of 
lett  ng  the  child  go  to  the  Hall  by  herself  and  drop  in  sud 

possibly  take  his  heart  by  storm." 

xes,"  Mrs.  Walsham  assented     "at^.^,  ti ,      ,       , 

is  T  f^ar,  a^^  +1      Ti  "^  ^  ^  iiiiuvv  who  she 

IB,  I  can  see  the  likeness  strongly.     Yes;   T  should  think 


THE  WIXNING  OF  A  CONTIXEXT.  5? 

that  that  would  be  the  best  way.  People  often  yield  to  a 
sudden  impulse  who  will  resist  if  approached  formally  or 
from  a  distance.  But  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that 
he  will  not  receive  her  ?  Did  he  refuse  at  first  to  undertake 
the  charge  of  the  child  ?  Does  ho  even  know  that  she  is 
ahve  ?  It  may  be  that  all  these  years  he  has  been  anxious 
to  have  her  xvith  him,  and  that  you  have  been  doin^  him 
injustice  altogether."  '^ 

"I  never  thought  of  it  in  that  light,"  the  sergeant  said 
after  a  pause.  "  He  never  came  near  his  son  when  he  lay 
dying,  never  wrote  a  line  in  answer  to  his  letters.  If  a 
man  cuuld  not  forgive  his  own  son  when  he  lay  dying,  how 
could  he  care  for  a  grandchild  he  had  never  seen  ? " 

"That  may  be  so.  Sergeant  Wilks;  but  his  son's  death 
certainly  broke  him  down  terribly,  and  ii  may  be  that  he 
will  gladly  receive  his  granddaughter.  But  there  are  the 
young  ones  back  again.  I  will  think  over  what  you  have 
been  telling  me,  and  we  can  discuss  it  again  to-morrow." 


I 


CHAPTER  IV, 

THE   SQUIUE'k   granddaughter. 

The  foHo^viij;,  ,ky  anotlier  coimcil  was  held,  and  Mrs 
^  alsl^am  toid  tlio  sergeant  tluit  on  thinking  it  over  she  had 

i...  the  Ilull,  «-ho  had  served  the  family  for  forty-five  ve^rs 
mtotheir  contldenco,  and  to  ask  him  to  arrange  how  b"t 
Aggie  might  be  introduced  to  the  squire 

"  I  have  been  thin  king  over  what  you  said,  ma\am,  and  it 

n  ay  be  that  you  are  right,  and  that  I  have  partly  mis  udged 

h    squire.    1  nope  so,  for  Aggie's  sake,  and  yet  I  Lnfot 

he  p  feeling  sorry.    I  have  always  felt  almost  sure  he  wo  M 

tha.  i  should  not  lose  my  little  girl.    I  know,  of  course  how 
much  -etter  it  will  be  for  her,  and  have  done  all  I  could  to 
n.akc  her  so  that  she  should  be  fit  for  it  if  he  took  her.    But 
It  will  be  a  wrench,  ma'am;  I  can't  help  feeling  it  will  be  a 
vrench;-'  and  the  old  soldier's  voice  quivered1.s  he  spoke! 
yJl      Z       ,  ''^^T''''''  sergeant,"  Mrs.  Walsham  said 
^1..    ■;■  .    T''"     T  ^"''^  everything  to  each  other,  and 
^hough  for  her  good  and  happiness  you  are  ready  to  give 
her  up,  n  u  a  heavy  sacrifice  for  von  to  make  " 
That  afternoon  the  sergeant  went  for  a  long  walk  alone 

he  flushed  cheeks  and  the  swollen  eyes  of  the  child  that  she 
had  been  crying  James  noticed  it  also,  and  saw  that  she 
seemed  depressed  and  qui. :     He  supposed  that  her  g.  ,   .] 
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fnther  had  been  telling  her  that  he  was  going  to  take  her 
■iM '  y,  for  hitherto  nothing  had  been  said  in  her  hearing  as 
ro  the  approaching  termination  of  the  stay  with  his  mother 
As  they  came  out  of  church  Mrs.  Walsham  hud  waited  for 
a  moment  at  the  door,  and  liad  told  the  butler  at  the  Hall 
thutshe  wished  particularly  to  speak  to  him  that  afternoon  if 
lui  could  manage  to  come  down.  They  were  not  strangers, 
for  the  doctor  had  attended  John's  wife  in  her  last  illness, 
and  he  had  sometimes  called  with  messages  from  the  Hall 
when  the  doctor  was  -pviuitetl  there. 

John  Petersham  was  astonished  indeed  when  Mrs.  Wal- 
sham informed  him  that  the  little  girl  he  had  seen  in  her 
pew  m  church  was  his  master's  granddaughter. 

"You  don't  say  so,  ma'am;  you  don't  say  as  that  pretty 
httle  thing  is  Master  Herbert's  child!  But  why  didn't  you 
say  so  afore  ?  Why,  I  have  caught  myself  looking  at  her, 
and  wondering  how  it  was  that  I  seemed  to  know  her  face 
so  well;  and  now  of  course  I  sees  it,  she  is  the  picture  of 
Master  Herbert  when  he  was  little." 

"I  couldn't  say  so  before,  John,  because  I  only  knew  it 
myself  last  night.  Her  grandfather— that  is,  her  other 
grandfather,  you  know— placed  her  with  me  to  educate, 
and,  as  he  said,  to  make  a  little  lady  of,  two  years  ago;  but 
it  was  only  last  night  he  told  me." 

"Only  to  think  of  it!"  the  butler  ejaculated.  "What 
will  the  squire  say  ?  " 

"  Yes,  that  is  the  point,  John :  what  will  the  squire  say  ' 
Her  grandfather  thinks  he  will  have  nothing  to  say  to 
her."  •' 

"Nothing  to  say  to  her,  ma'am!  why,  he  will  be  off  his 
head  with  joy.  Didn't  he  search  for  her,  and  advertise  for 
her,  and  do  all  he  could  to  find  her  for  months.  It  wasn't 
till  he  tried  for  over  a  year  that  he  gave  it  up  and  sent  for 
Richard  Horton  to  come  to  him." 

"  Her  grandfather  can  only  judge  by  what  he  knows, 
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John;  ho  tolls  me  thut  tlie  son  wroto  to  his  father  over  and 
oyer  aguui  on  lus  doath-bod,  and  that  ho  never  came  near 
lum  or  took  any  notice  of  the  letters  " 

"That's  true  enough,  ma'am/'  the  butler  said  sadlv;  "and 
It  IS  what  has  pretty  nigh  broken  tlie  squire's  hear       I  e 
was  obstmate  like  at  first,  and  he  took  1  with  1  h    when 
ho  travelled  about  across  tlie  sea  among  the  foreigners  an 
when  he  was  at  a  place  they  called  Athens  he  g^o   a  f e v 
and  he  was  down  for  weeks.     We  came  home  by  saa  and 
the  wmds  was  foul  and  we  made  a  long  voyage  of     '  ad 
when  we  got  home  there  was  letters  tl' t  n^d'  been  t    ' 

ters  of  Master  Herbert's.  The  squire  wasn't  an  hour  in  the 
hot^e  afore  the  carriage  was  round  to  the  door,  anrwe 
posted  as  hard  as  horses  could  take  us  right  across  England 
to  Broadstairs,  never  stopping  a  minute  except  to  cl^n^ 
horses,  and  when  we  got  there  it  was  a  month  too  lat  '^ 
here  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  the  churchyard  ad 

"The  house  where  they  had  died  was  shut  up.     There 
had  been  a  sale,  and  the  man  who  was  the  father  of  MasL 
Herbert's  wife  was  gone,  and  we  learned  there  had  been  a 
^.by  born  and  that  had  gone  too.     The  squire  was  Ik    a 
madman.  Warning  himself  for  his  son's  death,  and  a-raving 
to  think  wliat  must  Master  Herbert  have  thought  of  him 
when  he  never  answered  his  letters.    I  had  a  terrible  tim' 
with  him,  and  then  he  set  to  work  to  find  the  child;   but 
as  I  told  you  we  never  did  find  it  or  hear  a  word  of  i   f ro  n 
that  time  to  this,  and  the  squire  has  never  held  up  his  head 
He  will  be  pretty  well  out  of  his  mind  with  joy '' 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  what  you  say,  John,"  Mrs  Wal 
sham  said.    «^  I  could  hardly  fancy  the  squire  who  ault 
has  borne  such  a  name  for  kindness,  being  so  hard  that  he 
would  not  li.stcn  to  his  dying  son's  entreaties." 


f  over  and 
3111110  near 

lly;"aiul 
Bart.     He 
lim  when 
[ncrs,  and 
3t  a  fever 
'  sea,  and 
>f  it,  and 
en  lying 
;hose  let- 
Lir  in  the 
,  and  wo 
England 
)  change 
late,  and 
^ard  and 
is  young 

There 
'  Muster 
been  a 
IS  like  a 
t-raving 
of  him 
•le  time 
i;  but, 
it  from 
s  head. 

s.  Wal- 
always 
liat  hQ 


THE   WINNING   OF  A   CONTINENT.  63 

"  No,  ma'am.  The  squire  was  liard  for  a  bit.  Master  Her- 
bert's  marriage  was  a  sad  disappointment  to  him;  lie  had 
made  up  his  mind  ho  was  going  to  do  so  well  and  to  cut  such 
a  figure  in  the  world;  but  ho  would  have  come  round.  Lord 
bless  you,  he  only  meant  to  hold  out  for  a  bit.  When  he 
was  ill  at  Athens  he  was  talking  all  the  time  about  forgiving 
his  son,  and  I  could  see  how  hard  it  had  been  to  him  to  keep 
separated  from  him.  On  the  voyage  homo  he  fidgeted  ever 
so  at  the  delay,  and  I  knew  tliat  the  first  thing  he  did  when 
he  got  back  would  be  to  write  to  Master  Herbert  and  tell 
him  to  bring  his  wife  down  to  the  Hall.  There's  not  a  hard 
corner  in  the  squire's  heart.  I  thank  the  good  God  for 
the  news  you  have  told  me,  ma'am;  it's  the  best  I  ever 
heard  in  all  my  life." 

Mrs.  Walsham  now  told  him  how  the  child  had  been 
brought  up,  and  then  the  sergeant  himself,  who  was  waiting 
in  the  next  room,  was  brought  in;  and  to  him  John  Peter- 
sham related  the  story  of  the  squire's  illness,  the  reason  of 
the  letters  not  reaching  him  for  months  after  they  had  been 
written,  and  his  intense  sorrow  and  self-reproach  at  having 
arrived  too  late,  and  told  him  of  the  efforts  that  had  been 
made  to  find  the  child.  The  sergeant  listened  in  grave 
silence. 

"  I  am  glad  it  is  so,"  he  said  after  a  pause.  "  I  have  mis- 
judged the  squire,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  It  will  be  a  blow  to 
me  to  lose  the  child;  I  do  not  pretend  that  it  won't;  but  it 
is  for  her  good,  and  I  must  be  content.  He  can  hardly 
object  to  my  seeing  her  sometimes,  and  if  I  know  that  she 
IS  well  and  happy  that  is  all  I  care  for;  and  now  the  sooner 
It's  over  the  better.     Can  she  come  up  this  evening  ?  " 

Surely  she  can,"  John  Petersham  said.  "  The  squire 
dines  at  five;  if  you  will  bring  her  up  at  six  I  will  take  her 
in  to  him." 

And  sf  it  was  arrang-d,  and  in  his  walk  with  Aggie  after- 
ward the  sergeant  to)-     er  the  history  of  her  parents,  and 
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that  Squire  Linthorne  w  ,  ^ruulf-iH,  .        w,    . 

she  was  to  go  up  and  ..  ium  that  even;;:'  ''"'  "^'  '''''' 
Aggie  ha.l  uttemi  l)r  protest  again«t  Mo;  she  did  not 
wi.sli  to  Icuvc  her  gr. udpa  wJ>o  luul  been  so  good  to  llr  .md 
Mrs.  AValsham,  an.]  James.     The  descriptln  of  t  e  b^ 

It  IS  for  me  oc  part  with  yc,;  but  it  is  for  your  good  ,nv 

won^  vou"'  a"  "^"^^^"?,f  ^  "-  J-t  as  you  have  liere, 
won  t  you  ?     Aggie  said,  still  weeping. 

fatlier  v^ifT^  '^""'i'    ^^'"  ''''  "^^  ^^^'^^^  ^«  ^-^^  father's 

the  law  makes  him  nearer  to  you  than  I  am,  and  Te  wiH 
have  the  right  to  say  what  you  must  do."  " 

atelv  "ift  '^'^r;'!"  ^^""'  ^  '''''''^  '^SSie  said  passion- 
ateiy,     it  he  won't  let  you  eome.'^ 

"  You  must  not  say  thr '   dear. "  f he  ser  -^t  s-iir^     "  w 
must  all  do  our  duty  even  .  .en  that  dutj  .  h"  o  and 
your  duty  will  be  to  obey  the  squire's  m-ders    nd  to  do  "s 
he   ells  you      I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  very  kind      ' 
hat  you  mil  be  very  happy  with  him,  and  I  hope    e  m 
let  you  see  me  sometimes."  ^  ^ 

It  was  a  long  time  before  the  child  w.s  at  ail  reconciled 
When  her  sobs  began  to  cease  her  ^        if.tUer  tn^d    ! 
what  she  was  to  do  when  she  saw  the  :      ae  '' 

tuJioV''\''T''^f'  "^^  ^'"''  ^^'^^  i  ^'^^^^  ^^^^^  more  for- 
punato  +han  he  has.    I  h'lvo  bid  vnn    n  +v,  '"it-ior 
"       "''^'^  ^^'^^  .)ou  :tll  these  .years,  and  he 
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Im  hMd  no  one  to  love  or  cure  for  liim.  Vou  must  ro.nomber 
that  he  was  not  to  blame  because  be  ol,jectecl  to  ba  son 
mnr.,.n    m,  cb.ugbter.   They  were  not  in^tbe  same       it 

lirst,  and  as  I  told  you,  be  was  .oming  borne  to  make  tbem 
botb  happy  when  ho  found  it  was  too  Mo.  You  n"  t b i X 
ear  bat  .hile  I  have  been  happy  all  these  years  wi!; 
he  has  been  sorrowing  and  grieving,  and  you  must  try  an,  . 
We  bim  and  make  up  (.,  him  for  what  he  has  sulTe  d  1 
know  you  will  not  forget  your  old  friends;  you  wil  love 
me  whether  you  see  me  often  or  not;   and  Mrs.  W  t   ham 

i.^„  ,        -^  ""^'     "^"o  chiia  exclaimed,  throwinf? 

her  arms  round  bis  neck  with  a  fresh  burst  of  tc^ars.  ' 

"vou       !;     T^  ""^  ^''*'"*^^'  '^'««^"*  '^^^^  sootbindy; 
best  tbi«  ^^y'-^^ymore.     I  want  you  to  look  your 

best  this  evening,  you  know,  and  to  do  credit  to  us  all 
And  now        nnk  we  have  settled  everything,  so  we  w  11  be 
going  back  to  tep  "  ^  ^ 

That  evening       •  squire  was  sitting  by  himself  in  the 

whi:;  ;7"'rri"^''^'^"^"^  «^>p-'  ^^e  gbJs  o  pt 

winch  John  Petersham  bad  poured  out  befor^  be  left  the 
room;  the  curtains  were  drawn  and  the  candles  lighted  for 

Although  the  squire  was  not  apt  to  observe  closolv  what 
vas  i^ssing  around  him,  he  had  been  struck  with  4 
buU  rsden.eanor:  tha,  -nietbing  was  wrong  with  him  va 
cleai.     Usually  be  was  the  most  quiet  and  methodical  of 
^vantM^ut  he  had  blundered  sevLl  times  in  tli:" 
JK  h..u  nandtnl  bis  ma.i   ,•  dishes  when  his  plate  was  already 
supplied,  he  had  spilled  the  wine  in  pouriig  il  J:^^^ 
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started  nervously  when  spoken  to.  Mr.  Liiithorno  even 
thought  that  he  had  seen  tears  in  his  eyes;  iiltogetlier  he  was 
strangely  unlike  himself.  Mr.  Linthorne  hiul  aKked  him  if 
anything  was  the  matter,  but  John  had  with  almost  unnec- 
essary earnestness  declared  there  was  nothing.  Altogether 
the  squire  was  puzzled;  with  any  other  servant  he  would 
have  thought  ho  had  been  drinking,  but  such  a  su])position 
in  John's  case  was  altogether  out  of  the  question. 

He  could  have  had  no  bad  news  so  far  as  the  squire  knew, 
for  the  only  children  he  had  had  died  young,  and  he  had  no 
near  relatives  or  connections.  It  was  ridiculous  to  sui)pose 
that  John,  at  his  age,  had  fallen  in  love.  Altogether  the 
squire  failed  to  suggest  to  himself  any  explanation  of  his 
old  butler's  conduct,  and  had  just  concluded  philosoi)hically 
by  the  reflection  that  he  supposed  he  should  know  what  it 
was  sooner  or  later,  when  the  door  of  the  room  quietly 
opened. 

The  squire  did  not  look  up.    It  closed  again  as  quietly  and 
then  ho  glanced  toward  it.     He  could  hardly  believe  his 
eyes.    A  child  was  standing  there— a  girl  with  soft  smooth 
hair  and  large  eyes  and  a  sensitive  mouth,  with  an  expression 
fearless  but  appealing.   Her  hands  were  clasped  before  hei-, 
and  she  was  standing  in  doubt  whether  to  advance.    There 
was  something  so  strange  in  this  apparition  in  the  lonely 
room  that  the  squire  did  not  speak  for  a  moment.   It  flashed 
across  him  vaguely  that  there  was  something  familiar  to  him 
in  the  face  and  expression,  something  which  sent  a  thrill 
through  him;   and  at  the  same  instant,  without  knowing 
why,  he  felt  that  there  was  a  connection  between  the  appear- 
ance of  the  child  and  the  matter  he  had  just  been  thinking 
of— John  Petersham's  strange  conduct.    He  was  still  look- 
ing at  her  when  she  advanced  quietly  toward  him. 
*'  Grandpapa,''  she  said,  "  I  am  Aggie  Linthorne." 
A  low  cry  of  astonishment  broke  from  the  squire.    Hg 
l)ushed  his  chair  back, 
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..Can  it  1,0  t^c,"  l-rMTti7ro":'^n-. 

..  Yes,  grandpapa,"  the  oh-  d   «i.  »^  °  ^^^„„  „  y„, 

-.  I  am  Aggio  Linthorne,  and  1  "'»  ™^"'  j,.^  4„  t,,;,  and 
4„u-t  think  if  8  mo,  g™-,l-  7*,  ™ '^^t  ,  .".nuiature  on 
r,^":"I».::^P-„,d.andawatohand 

"""Tdo  not  nood  thorn."  the  ^o  ^^^^^  Z 
U  in  your  face.   Y on  a,o  1  e,be,   «      W,  ;ho,n  ^^  ,, ,,,,  ,  „ 

:A"';Sd?;  h-Jtt'd^n'a  ui.od  i....— . 

:;; fn'tho  tca«  .treated  do.,  in.  ohe*  ^^^^^^ .,  ^ 

..  I  oonldn't  come  he£o    ,  ,o  ■•  ,^  »»  ^^^f,  ,„y  „ther 

cansc  I  didn-t ''»'"' *^"*  ^tiorthllv  "did  no'  know  you 
grandpapa,"  she  nodded  ""M^"'"^';^;  „^^  j„  He  told 

fvanted  me;  '-•\"-;:";;: lonely,   but  you  can't 

„e  I  «- *»;°  '    >n  t      J'  Bhe  said,  «;tl,  a  quiver  m  her 
be  more  lonely  tnan  no  i-j 

voir=.    "  Oh!  he  will  he  '"f  y"«  ^,^,^^  ,.„,  ,„,  aid  you 
..  But  where  do  you  eome  from,  >n    lea  ,  •  .^  „ 

get  here,  and  what  have  you  bf"-  °    f' '  ;*"  .  i^all  him 
^  ..O.a„n,abrougl>t  n,o  l-«  '  ^  ^  ^   'ts  little,  and  I 

gramp.,  ya  k-".  .'j^^Tl  know  o    c«„rse,  it  ought  to  be 
have  always  kept  to  It;  b'tlknow.e  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

grandpapa.     Ho  hrongh    mc  he,  ^^■>\         ^^^„  ,i,i„g 
!:r:ry::inohu.^h:tri  did  not  know  tha^^ 

tliis  is  the  hapviest  day  of  my  lii«. 
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The  two  men  wrung  each  other's  liaiids.  Thcv  h;.d  been 
friends  ever  since  John  Petersham,  who  was  twelve  years 
the  senior  of  the  two,  first  came  to  the  house,  a  young  fel- 
low of  eighteen,  to  assist  his  father,  who  had  held  the  same 
post  before  liim, 

"God  be  tliankcd,  squire!  "  he  said  huskily. 
"God  be  thanked,  indeed,  Johji  I "   the  squire  rejoined 
reverently.     "  So  this  was  the  reason,  old  friend,  why  your 
hand  shook  as  you  poured  out  my  wine.     How  could  you 
keep  the  secret  from  me  ?" 

"I  did  not  know  hoAV  to  begin  to  tell  you,  but  I  was 
pretty  nigh  letting  it  out,  and  only  the  thought  that  it  was 
better  the  little  lady  should  tell  you  herself,  as  we  had 
agreed,  kept  it  in.  Only  to  think,  squire,  after  all  these 
years!  But  I  never  quite  gave  her  up.  1  always  thought 
somehow  as  she  would  come  just  like  this." 

"  Did  you,  John  ?  I  gave  up  hope  years  ago.  How  did 
it  come  about,  John  ?  " 

"  Mrs.  AValsham  told  me  as  I  came  out  of  church  to-day  as 
she  wanted  to  speak  to  me,  so  I  went  down,  and  she  told  me 
all  about  it,  and  then  I  saw  him—"  John  hesitated  at  the 
name,  for  lie  knew  tliat  jjcrliaps  the  only  man  in  the  world 
against  whom  his  master  cherished  a  bitter  resentment  was 
the  father  of  his  son's  wife.  "  It  seems  he  never  saw  your 
advertisements,  never  knew  as  you  wanted  to  hear  anything 
of  the  child,  so  he  took  her  away  and  kept  her.  lie  has  been 
here  off  and  on  all  tiiese  years.  I  heard  tell  of  liim  often 
and  often  when  I  had  been  down  into  Sidmouth,  but  never 
dreamt  as  it  was  him.  lie  went  about  the  country  with  a 
box  on  wheels  with  glasses— a  peep-show  as  they  calls  it." 
The  squire  Avinced. 

"IIo  is  Avell  spoken  of,  squire,"  John  said,  "and  I  am 
bound  to  say  as  he  doesn't  seem  the  sort  of  man  we  took 
him  for  at  all,  not  by  no  means,  lie  did  not  know  you 
wanted  to  have  her,  but  ho  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  her 
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the  chance,  and  so  he  put  her  with  Mrs.  Walsham,  and  never 
told  her  till  yesterday  wlio  slie  >vas.  Mrs.  Walsham  Avas 
quite  grieved  at  parting  with  her,  for  she  says  she  is  won- 
derfully quick  at  her  lessons,  and  has  been  like  a  daughter 
with  her  for  the  last  two  years." 

The  child  had  sat  quietly  down  in  a  chair  and  Avas  look- 
ing into  the  fire  while  the  two  men  were  speaking.  She 
had  done  what  she  was  told  to  do,  and  was  waiting  quietly 
for  what  was  to  come  next.  Her  quick  ear,  however,  caught 
in  the  tones  of  John  Petersham  an  apologetic  tojie  when 
speaking  of  her  grandfather,  and  sl>e  was  moved  to  instant 


anger. 


"  AVhy  do  you  speak  like  that  of  my  grampa  ?  "  she  said, 
rising  to  iier  feet  and  standing  indignantly  before  him. 
"He  is  the  best  man  in  the  world. and  the  kiiulest  and  the 
nicest,  and  if  you  don't  like  him  I  can  go  away  to  him 
again.  I  don't  want  to  stay  here,  not  one  minute.  You 
may  be  my  grandpapa,"  she  went  on,  turning  to  the  squire, 
"and  you  may  be  lonely,  but  he  is  lonely  too,  aiul  you  have 
got  a  great  house  and  all  sorts  of  nice  things,  and  you  can 
do  better  without  me  than  lie  can,  for  he  has  got  nothing  to 
love  but  me,  poor  grampa!  "  j-.ad  her  eyes  fdled  widi  sudden 
tears  as  she  thought  of  him  tramping  on  his  lonely  walks 
over  the  hills. 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  speak  unkindly  of  your  grandfather, 
my  dear,"  the  squire  said  gently.  "I  have  never  seen  him, 
you  know,  and  John  has  never  seen  him  but  once.  I  have 
thought  all  these  years  bitterly  of  him,  but  perhaps  I  have 
been  mistaken.  He  has  ever  been  kind  ami  good  to  you, 
and,  above  all,  he  has  given  you  back  to  me,  aiul  that  will 
make  me  think  differently  of  him  hi  future.  We  all  make 
mistakes,  you  know,  and  I  have  made  terrible  mistakes,  and 
have  been  terribly  punished  for  them.  I  dare  say  I  have 
made  a  mistake  here;  but  whether  or  no,  you  shall  never 
hear  a  word  from  me  against  the  man  who  has  been  so 
kind  to  you." 
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"And  you  will  let  me  see  him  sometimes,  ^randpapji  ? " 
the  child  sair..  tiikiiig  his  hand  pleadingly.  "  He  said  if  you 
said  no  I  must  do  as  you  told  me,  because  somehow  you  are 
nearer  to  me  than  he  is,  though  I  don't  know  how  that  can 
be;  but  you  won't  say  that,  will  you  ?  for,  oh  I  I  know  he  is 
so  lonely  without  mo,  and  I  should  never  be  liajipy  think- 
ing of  him  all  alone,  not  if  you  were  to  be  ever  so  kind  to 
me  and  to  give  mo  all  sorts  of  grand  things." 

"No,  my  dear,  I  certainly  shall  not  say  so.  You  shall 
see  him  as  often  as  you  like." 

"Oh,  thank  you,  grandpapiil"  she  exclaimed  joyfully, 
and  she  held  up  her  face  to  kiss  him. 

The  squire  lifted  her  in  his  arms  and  held  her  closely  to 
him. 

"John,"  he  said,  "you  must  tell  Mrs.  Alorcombo  to  get  a 
roo«!  ready  for  my  granddaughter  at  once,  and  you  had 
better  bring  the  tea  in  here,  and  then  we  will  think  of 
otlaer  things.     I  feel  quite  bewildered  at  present." 

When  John  returned  vrith  the  tea  Aggie  was  sitting  on 
the  squire's  knee.  8he  was  perfectly  at  liome  now,  and 
had  been  chattering  to  him  of  her  life  with  her  grandfather, 
and  had  just  related  the  incide\it  of  her  narrow  escape  from 
drowning. 

"  Do  you  hear  that,  John  ?  "  tlie  squire  said.  "She  was 
nearly  drowned  here,  thin  sight  «.f  our  home,  and  I  might 
never  have  known  anything  about  it.  It  seems  that  lad  of 
Dr.  Walsham's  saved  her  life.  He  is  n  fine  lad.  lie  was 
her  champion,  you  know,  in  that  affair  with  my  nephew. 
How  strange  that  the  two  boys  should  have  quarrelled  over 
my  granddaughter! " 

"Yes,  squiie,and  young  Walsliam  cnmo  -well  out  of  't!" 
John  said  heartily;  for  to  him  only  did  the  squire  mention 
the  circumstaTices  of  the  case,  and  he  chuckled  now  to  him- 
self as  he  thought  that  Rkhard  ITorten  had  made  an  even 
greater   mistake  in  that  matter  than  ho  thought  of,  for 
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John  detested  tlie  boy  with  all  his  heiirt,  and  had  only  ab- 
stained from  reportiTig  his  conduct  to  the  squire  from  fear 
of  giving  his  master  piiin. 

The  squire's  brow  clouded  a  little  at  the  allusion, 

"It  will  make  a  difference  to  him,  John/'  he  said,  *'for 
of  course  now  my  granddaughter  will  take  his  j^lace." 

"And  a  good  thing  too!  "  John  said  heartily.  "I  have 
never  said  a  word  before,  squire,  because,  as  you  had  chosen 
him  as  your  heir,  there  was  no  use  in  setting  you  against 
him,  but  a  more  hatefuller  lad  than  Richard  Ilorton  I  never 
comed  across,  and  so  said  every  one  here.  You  did  not  see 
much  of  him,  squire,  and  natural  thought  well  of  him,  for 
he  was  a  good-looking  boy,  and  could  speak  fair  enough 
when  he  liked.  I  thought  well  of  him  myself  when  he 
first  came,  but  I  larned  better  afterward." 

"  There  are  many  excuses  to  be  made  for  him,  John,'*  the 
squire  Siiid,  " and  I  have  had  good  reports  of  him  siine.  Of 
course  I  shall  see  that,  although  he  can  no  longer  be  re- 
garded as  my  heir  here,  he  shall  be  well  provided  for.  But 
there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  think  of  this." 

"  Mr.  Wilks  asked  me  to  say,  sir,"  the  butler  said  as  he 
prepared  to  leave  them,  "  that  he  shall  be  staying  in  Sid- 
mouth  to-morrow,  and  that  if  you  wish  to  see  him  he  will 
come  up  here." 

"  Certainly  I  wish  to  see  him,"  the  squire  replied.  "  I 
have  many  things  to  ask  him.  Let  th?  boy  go  down  the 
iirst  thing  in  the  morning,  or — no,  if  you  don*t  mind,  John, 
would  you  go  down  yourself  to-Jiight  ?  lie  will  naturally 
be  anxious  to  know  how  his  grandchild  is  getting  on.  Tell 
him  with  what  joy  I  have  received  her,  and  take  any  mes- 
sage she  may  give  you.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like 
to  say  to  your  grandfather,  child  ?" 

"  Oh,  yes;  please  tell  him  that  I  think  I  shall  like  it,  and 
that  he  is  to  come  and  see  me  when  he  likes,  and  that  of 
course  he  is  to  see  me  when  he  comes  in  the  morning,  and 
then  1  can  tell  him  all  about  it." 
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"And  say  I  sliall  be  glad  to  see  him  the  first  thing  after 
breakfast,"  tlie  squire  added. 

The  housekeeper  soon  entered,  and  Aggie,  very  sleepy 
after  the  excitements  of  the  day,  was  taken  oif  to  bed.  Her 
sleepiness,  however,  disappeared  in  her  wonder  at  the  size 
of  <-he  house  and  at  tlie  vastness  of  her  bedroom. 

"Why,  you  have  got  a  fire!  "  she  exclaimed  in  astonisli- 
mont.     "  I  never  saw  a  fire  in  a  bedroom  before." 
^^  "  I  didn't  light  it  for  the  cold,  miss,"  the  housekeeper  said ; 

out  because  it  is  a  long  time  since  the  room  was  slei3t  in 
before,  and  because  I  thought  it  would  be  cheerful  for  you. 
T  sliall  Jeep  in  the  next  room  till  things  are  settled,  so  that 
i  you  want  anything  you  will  onlv  have  to  run  in." 

"  Thank  you,"  Aggie  said  gratefully.  "  It  docs  all  seem 
so  big;  but  I  am  sure  not  to  want  anything;  thank  you." 

^'  Here  is  your  box,  miss.  Would  you  like  me  to  help 
undress  you?" 

" Oh,  no! "  Aggie  laughed.  "  Whv,  of  course  I  can  un- 
dress myself;  "  and  she  laughed  at  the  idea  of  assistance 
being  required  in  sucli  a  matter. 

"I'ben,  good-night!"  the  housekeeper  said.  "I  shall 
leave  the  door  ajar  between  the  two  rooms  when  I  come  to 
bed." 

The  next  morning,  soon  after  breakfast.  Sergeant  Wilks 
was  ushered  into  tlie  study,  where  the  squire  was  expectino- 
him.  The  two  men  had  had.  hard  thoughts  of  each  other 
for  many  years.  The  squire  regarded  the  sergeant  as  a  man 
who  had  inveigled  his  son  into  marrying  his  daughter,  while 
the  sergeant  regarded  the  squire  as  a  heartless  and  unnatu- 
ral father  who  had  left  his  son  to  die  alone  among  strancrers 
The  conversation  with  John  Petersham  had  taught  the  ser- 
geant  that  he  had  wronged  the  squire  by  his  estimate  of 
him,  and  that  he  was  to  be  pitied  rather  than  blamed  in  the 
matter  The  squire,  on  hi^  part,  was  grateful  to  ihe  ser- 
geant for  the  care  he  had  bestowed  upon  the  child  and  for 
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restoring  her  to  him,  and  Avas  inclined,  indeed,  at  tlie  mo- 
ment to  a  universal  good-will  to  all  men.  The  sergeant  was 
pale,  but  self-possessed  and  quiet;  while  the  s([uire,  moved 
by  the  events  of  the  night  before  out  of  the  silent  reserve 
in  which  ho  had  for  years  enveloped  himself,  was  agitated 
and  nervous.     He  was  the  first  to  speak. 

"  Mr.  Wilts,"  he  said,  "  I  have  to  give  you  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  having  restored  my  granddaughter  to  me — the 
more  so  as  I  know,  from  what  she  has  said,  how  great  a  sac- 
rifice you  must  be  nuiking.  John  has  been  telling  me  of 
Iiis  conversation  with  yon,  and  you  have  learned  from  liim 
that  I  was  not  so  wholly  lieartless  and  unnatural  a  father 
as  you  must  have  thought  me,  deeply  as  I  blame  myself, 
and  shall  always  blame  my.self,  in  the  matter." 

"Yes,"  the  sergeant  said;  "I  have  learned  that  I  have 
misread  you.  Had  it  iu)t  been  so  I  should  have  brought  the 
child  to  you  long  ago— should  never  have  taken  her  away, 
indeed.     Perhaps  we  have  both  misjudged  each  other." 

"  I  fear  that  we  have,"  the  squire  said,  remembering  the 
letters  he  wrote  to  his  son  in  his  anger,  denouncing  the 
sergeant  in  violeiit  la)iguage._ 

"It  does  not  mutter  now,"  the  sergeant  went  on  quietly; 
"  but  as  I  do  not  wish  Aggie  ever  to  come  to  think  ill  of  mo 
in  the  future  it  is  better  to  set  it  right.  When  I  left  the 
army  I  had  saved  enough  money  to  furnish  a  house,  and  I 
t.jok  one  at  Southampton  and  set  up  taking  lodgers  there. 
I  had  my  pension,  and  lived  well  until  my  wife  died— a  year 
before  your  son  came  down  froni  London  with  another  gen- 
tleman and  took  my  rooms.  My  daughter  Avas  seventeen 
when  her  mother  died,  and  she  took  to  managing  the  house. 
I  was  careful  of  hei-,  and  gave  her  orders  that  on  no  account 
was  she  ever  to  go  into  the  lodgers'  rooms.  I  waited  on  them 
myself.  IIow  your  son  first  saw  her  and  got  to  speak  to 
her,  I  don't  know;  but  I  um  not  surprised  that  when  he 
did  he  loved   her,  for  there  was  no  prettier  or  sweeter  girl 
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in  Hampshire.  They  took  the  rooms  first  only  for  a  fort- 
night, tlien  the  other  gentleman  went  away  and  your  son 
staid  on. 

"One  day— it  came  upon  me  like  a  thunderbolt— yon r 
son  told  me  he  wanted  to  marry  my  Agnes.  I  was  angry 
at  first.  Angry  because  it  liad  been  done  beliind  my  back, 
and  because  I  had  been  deceived.  I  said  as  much ;  but  your 
son  assured  me  that  he  had  never  spoken  to  her  in  the 
house,  but  had  met  her  when  she  went  out  for  her  walks. 
Still,  it  was  wrong,  and  I  told  him  so,  and  I  told  her  so, 
though  in  my  heart  I  did  not  altogether  blame  them,  for 
young  people  will  bo  young  people,  and  as  he  had  acted 
honorably  in  coming  to  me  at  once,  I  let  that  pass.  But, 
squire,  though  but  a  sergeant  in  His  Majesty's  service,  I  had 
my  pride  as  you  had  yours,  and  I  told  him  at  once  that  1 
would  not  give  my  consent  to  my  daughter's  marrying  him 
until  you  had  given  yours,  and  that  lie  must  leave  the  house 
at  once  and  not  see  Agnes  again  until  he  came  with  your 
written  consent  to  show  mo. 

"  He  went  away  at  once.  After  a  time  he  began  to  write 
to  me,  urging  me  to  change  my  decision,  and  from  thi.,  al- 
though he  never  said  so,  I  was  sure  that  you  had  refused  to 
sanction  his  marriage.  However,  I  stuck  to  what  1  had  said, 
though  it  was  hard  for  me  to  do  so  with  mv  child  srowino- 
thm  and  pale  before  my  eyes,  with  all  her  bright  happiness 
gone.  So  it  went  on  for  three  months,  and  then  one  morn- 
ing she  was  gone,  and  I  found  a  letter  on  her  table  for  me, 
saying  that  she  had  been  married  to  him  a  week  before,  when 
she  went  out,  as  I  thought,  to  spend  the  day  with  a  friend. 
She  begged  and  prayed  me  to  forgive  her,  and  said  how 
miserable  she  had  been,  and  that  she  could  not  say  no  to 
her  lover's  pleadings. 

"  I  wrote  to  the  address  she  had  given  me,  saying  that  she 
had  weil-nigli  broken  my  heart.  She  knew  tliat  I  had  only 
refused  my  consent  because  it  would  have  seemed  a  dishon- 
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oruble  action  to  allow  your  son  to  marry  her  without  your 
consent,  she  knew  how  hard  it  had  been  for  me  to  do  my 
duty  when  I  saw  her  pining  before  my  eyes,  but  I  forgave 
her  wholly,  and  did  not  altogether  blame  her,  seeing  that  it 
was  the  way  of  Nature  that  young  women,  when  they  once 
took  to  loving,  shoulrl  put  their  father  altogether  in  the 
second  place,  but  that  until  you  had  given  way  I  could  not 
see  her  or  sanction  her  marriage.  It  was  hard  to  me  to 
write  that  letter,  for  I  longed  to  see  her  bonny  facse  again. 
But  I  thought  it  was  my  duty.  I  thought  so  then;  but  I 
think  now  it  was  j)ride. 

"  From  time  to  tiuio  she  wrote  to  me.  I  learned  that  you 
still  refused  to  see  your  son,  and  I  gathered,  though  she  did 
not  say  much  of  this,  that  things  were  going  badly  with 
them.  At  last  she  wrote  that  her  husband  was  ill,  very  ill,  she 
feared;  he  had  in  vain  tried  to  got  employment.  I  don't 
think  lie  was  naturally  strong,  and  the  anxiety  had  broken 
him  down.  Then  I  went  up  to  London  at  once  and  found 
them  in  a  little  room  without  the  necessaries  of  life.  I 
brought  thorn  down  home  and  nursed  him  for  three  months 
till  he  died. 

"A  week  later  Aggie  was  born.  Ten  days  afterward  I  laid 
her  mother  by  the  side  of  her  father.  No  ansAver  had  come 
to  the  letters  he  had  written  to  j^ou  while  he  had  been  ill, 
though  in  the  later  ones  he  had  told  you  that  he  was  dying. 
So  I  looked  upon  the  child  as  mine.  Things  had  gone  badly 
with  me.  I  had  been  able  to  take  no  lodgers  while  they 
were  with  me.  I  had  got  into  debt,  and  even  could  I  have 
cleared  myself  I  could  not  well  have  kept  the  house  on 
without  a  Avoman  to  look  after  it.  I  was  restless,  too,  and 
longed  to  be  moving  about,  so  I  sold  off  the  furniture,  paid 
my  debts,  and  laid  by  the  money  that  remained  for  the 
child's  use  in  the  future. 

"  I  had  some  time  before  met  an  old  comrade  travelling 
the  country  with  a  show.     1  happened  to  meet  him  again 
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just  as  I  was  leaving,  and  lie  told  mo  the  name  of  a  man  in 
London  who  sold  sucli  things.  I  left  the  child  for  a  year 
with  some  people  I  knew  a  fow  miles  out  of  Southampton, 
came  up  to  London,  bouglit  a  show,  and  started.  It  was 
lonely  work  at  first;  but  after  a  year  I  fetched  the  child 
away  and  took  her  round  the  country  with  me,  and  for 
four  years  had  a  happy  time  of  it. 

'•  I  had  chosen  this  part  of  the  conntry,  and  after  a  time  I 
became  uneasy  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  I  was  doing  right, 
and  whether  for  the  child's  sake  I  ought  not  to  tell  you  that 
she  was  alive,  and  offer  to  give  her  up  if  you  were  Avilling  to 
take  her.  I  heard  how  your  son's  death  had  changed  you, 
and  thought  that  maybe  you  would  like  to  take  his  daugh- 
ter; but  before  bringing  her  to  you,  I  thought  she  should 
have  a  better  education  than  I  had  time  to  give  her,  and 
that  she  should  be  j/hu'ed  with  a  lady,  so  that  if  you  took 
her  you  need  not  \w^  ;i,:'.!mme  1  of  her  manners. 

"  r  hoped  you  v:,aM  not  take  her.  T  wanted  to  keep  her 
for  myself;  but  n.y  --Inty  to  her  was  clear;  and  now,  squire, 
you  know  all  about  it.  I  have  been  wrong  to  keep  her  so 
long  from  you,  I  grant;  but  T  can  only  say  that  I  have  done 
my  duty  as  far  as  I  could,  and  that,  though  I  have  made 
many  mistakes,  my  conscience  is  clear  that  I  did  the  best 
as  far  as  it  seemed  to  me  at  the  time." 
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A   QUIET   TIME. 

As  the  sergeant  was  tolling  the  story  the  squire  had  sat 
with  his  face  shaded  by  his  hand,  but  more  than  one  tear 
had  dropped  ht'avily  on  the  table. 

"  1  wi^h  I  eould  say  as  much,"  he  said  sadly  when  the  other 
ended.  "  I  wish  that  I  could  say  that  my  conscience  is  clear, 
Mr.  AVilks.  I  have  misjudged  you  cruelly,  and  that  without 
a  tithe  of  the  reason  which  you  had  for  thinking  me  utterly 
heartless  and  cruel.  You  will  have  heard  that  I  never  got 
those  letters  my  son  wrote  me  after  he  was  ill,  and  that  when 
I  returned  home  and  received  them  I  posted  to  Southamp- 
ton only  to  find  that  I  was  too  late,  and  that  for  a  year  I 
did  all  in  my  power  to  find  the  child.  .Still  all  this  is  no 
excuse.  I  refused  to  forgive  him,  returned  his  letters  un- 
answered, and  left  him,  as  it  seemed,  to  his  fate. 

"It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to 
forgive  him  when  he  was,  as  I  thought,  sufficiently  punished. 
He  did  not  know  that.  As  to  the  poverty  in  which  you 
found  him,  I  can  iily  plead  that  I  did  not  dream  that  ho 
Avould  come  to  that.  He  had,  I  knew,  some  money,  for  I 
had  just  sent  him  his  half-year's  alloAvance  before  he  wrote 
to  me  about  this  business.  Then  there  was  the  furniture  of 
his  rooms  in  London,  his  horses,  jewels,  and  other  matters. 
I  had  thought  he  could  go  on  very  well  for  a  year.  Of 
course  I  was  mistaken.  Herbert  was  always  careless  about 
money,  and  no  doubt  he  spent  it  freely  after  he  was  first 
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married.  He  would  naturally  wish  to  have  everything  pretty 
and  nice  for  Ins  young  wife,  and  no  doubt  he  counted  upon 
my  forgiving  hini  long  before  the  money  was  spent 

I  am  not  excusing  myself.     God  knows  how  bitterly  I 
have  condemned  n.yself  all  these  years.    I  only  want  to  show 
you  tliat  I  had  no  idea  of  condemxiing  him  to  starvation:  he 
was  my  only  son,  and  I  loved  him.    I  felt  perhaps  his  rebel- 
lion^  all  tlie  more,  because  he  had  never  before  given  me  a 
day  s  trouble.    I  was  harsh,  obstinate,  and  cruel.   I  have  only 
the  one  old  ex-cuse     I  never  thought  it  would  turn  out  as  it 
did.    AV  hat  would  I  give  if  I  could  say,  as  you  can,  that  you 
have  a  clear  conscience,  and  that  you  acted  always  as  it 
seemed  to  be  your  duty!    And  now,  Mr.  Wilks,  now  that  I 
have  heard  yo.u-  story  I  trust  that  you  will  forgive  my  past 
suspicions  of  you,  and  let  mo  say  how  much  I  honor  and 
esteem  you  for  your  conduct.     No  words  can  teU  you  how 
1  thaiik  you  for  your  goodness  and  kindness  to  my  little 
granddaughter-our  little  granddaugliter   I  should   say. 
lou  have  the  better  right  a  thousandfold  to  her  than  I 
have;  and  had  I  been  in  your  place  I  could  never  have 
made  such  a  sacrifice. 

"  AVe  must  be  friends,  sir,  great  friends.  Our  past  has  been 
saddened  by  the  same  blow.  All  our  hopes  in  the  future 
are  centred  on  the  same  object." 

The  two  men  rose  to  their  feet  together,  and  their  hands 
met  ,n  a  ftrm  clasp  and  tears  stood  in  both  their  eyes.  Then 
the^squire  put  his  hand  on  the  other's  shoulder  and  said: 

rolm  "'V   rnr'  ^'-T"''^'     ^''  "^  ^°  '''''  ^^^«  "^xt 
Tt  Le^w!'"^  ""  '^  '''''''''  ^^  '''  ^-^"^  ^"^  -  "-^^ 

chHd'  "1^  "''.!  '?';■  "f  *^'"  "^'"  ^^"^^^^  themselves  to  the 
child.     Now  that  she  had  lier  old  friend  with  her  she  felt 

no  fur  her  misgivings,  and  was  able  to  enter  into  the  full 
delight  of  her  new  home, 

Tiie  house  and  its  wonders  were  explored,  and  much  as  she 
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was  delighted  with  these,  the  gardens  and  park  were  an  even 
greater  excitement  and  pleasure.  Dancing,  chattering,  ask- 
ing questions  of  one  or  the  otlier,  she  was  half  wild  with 
pleasure,  and  the  squire  was  no  less  delighted.  A  new  light 
and  joy  had  come  into  his  life,  and  with  it  the  ten  years 
which  sorrow  and  regret  had  laid  upon  him  had  fallen  off; 
for  although  his  habits  of  seclusion  and  quiet  had  caused 
him  to  be  regarded  as  quite  an  old  man  by  his  neighbors, 
he  was  still  three  years  short  of  sixty,  while  the  sergeant 
was  two  years  younger. 

It  was  a  happy  morning  for  them  all  three;  and  when 
John  Petersham  went  in  after  lunch  to  the  kitchen  ho  as- 
sured his  fellow-servants  that  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do 
to  keei)  from  crying  with  joy  at  the  sight  of  the  squire's 
happy  face,  and  to  hear  him  laugh  and  joke  as  he  hud  not 
done  for  eight  years  now.  The  sergeant  had  stopped  to 
that  meal,  for  he  saw  by  the  manner  in  which  the  squire 
asked  him  that  he  should  give  pain  if  he  refused,  and  there 
was  a  simple  dignity  about  the  old  soldier  which  would 
have  prevented  his  appearing  out  of  place  at  the  table  of 
the  highest  in  the  land. 

"  Now,  pnssy,"  the  squire  said  when  they  had  finished, 
"you  must  amuse  yourself  for  a  bit.  Yon  can  go  in  the 
garden  again,  or  sit  with  Mrs.  Morcombe  in  her  rooni ;  she 
will  look  you  out  some  picture-books  from  the  librarv.  I 
am  afraid  there  is  nothing  very  suited  to  your  reading,  but 
we  will  soon  put  all  that  right.  Your  grandfather  and  I 
want  to  have  another  quiet  chat  tog;;ther. 

"  Now  I  want  your  advice,"  he  said  when  they  were  both 
comfortably  seated  in  the  study.  "  You  see,  you  have  been 
thinknig  and  planning  about  the  child  for  years,  while  it 
has  all  come  new  upon  me,  so  I  must  rely  upon  vou  entirely. 
Of  course  the  child  must  have  a  governess,  that  is  the  first 
thing,  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  teaching  her,  though,  of 
pourso^  she  must  be  taught,  but  as  a  companion  for  her." 
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"Yes,"tho  sergeant  assented,  "slie  must  have  a  ffover- 
ncss." 

"  It  will  be  a  troublesome  matter  to  find  one  to  suit/'  the 
squire  said  thoughtfully.     "I  don't  want  a  Iiarsh  sort  of 
Gorgon  to  repress  her  spirits  and  bother  her  life  out  with 
rules  and  regulations;   and  I  won't  have  a  giddy  young 
thing,  because  I  should  like  to  have  the  child  witli  me  at 
breakfast  and  lunch,  ami  I  don't  want  a  fly-away  young 
woman  who  will  expect  all  sorts  of  attention.    Now,  what  is 
your  idea  ?   I  have  no  doubt  you  have  pictured  in  your  mind 
the  exact  sort  of  woman  you  would  like  to  have  over  her." 
*'  T  have,"  the  sergeant  answered  quietly.    "  I  don't  know 
whether  it  would  suit  you,  scpiire,  or  whether  it  could  be 
managed;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  you  have  got  the 
very  woman  close  at  hand.     Aggie  has  been  for  two  years 
with  Mrs.  AValsham,  who  is  a  lady  in  every  way;  she  is  very 
fond  of  the  child,  and  the  child  is  very  fond  of  her.    Every 
one  says  she  is  an  excellent  teacher;  she  would  be  the  very 
woman  to  take  charge  of  her." 

"  The  very  thing!  "  the  squire  exclaimed  with  g-  '  satis- 
faction. "  But  she  has  a  school,"  he  went  on,  hi  ^  fall- 
ing a  little,  "and  there  is  a  son." 

"  I  have  thought  of  that,"  the  sergeant  said.  '  The  school 
enables  them  to  live,  but  it  cannot  do  much  more,  so  that  I 
should  think  she  would  feel  no  reluctaiuH)  at  giving  that  up.' 
"  Money  would  be  no  object,"  the  squire  said.^  "  I  am  a 
wealthy  man,  Mr.  Wilks,  and  have  been  laying  by  the  best 
part  of  my  income  for  the  last  eight  years.  I  would  pay 
any  salary  she  chose,  for  the  comfort  of  such  an  arrangement  * 
would  be  immense,  to  say  nothing  of  the  advantage  and 
pleasure  it  would  be  to  the  child.  But  how  about  the 
boy?" 

"We  both  owe  a  good  deal  to  the  boy,  squire,"  the  ser- 
geant said  gravely,  "  for  if  it  had  not  been  for  him  tho  child 
would  have  been  lost  to  us." 
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"  So  She  was  telling  me  last  night,"  the  squire  said    ''An^ 
he  really  saved  her  life  ••>"  squire  said.     And 

«..«.. ..  1,1.  „  ..„  .i:.  tz'i..  t:;z!'' 

might  undertake  the  management  of  Aesie-  she  ,.„„u 
either  go  home  of  an  evening  oraleep  here  !nd  shut  unW 
house,  as  you  might  arrange  with  her,  living  of  c„„rL!t 
home  when  the  boy  was  home  for  h  s  holL™  andoi^ 
coming  up  for  s  portion  of  the  day  "  ^ 

"  Z''''^  T;;"''^  ""r"  ""P""'  P'""'"  tte  squire  agreed  warmlv 
01  and  who  I  have  no  doubt,  is  thoroughly  qualified  for 

txLor:neetj^;r:ndir"''^"»- 

ture  that  I  do  not  com'  with' my  bo     JmXZ"  '"■  "• 
or  so  of  Sidmouth.    I  do  not  want  Agg"  I  ,„/„ 't  7 
any  way  associated  with  a  showman's  bo,      T  I    ,        " 

perhapryou^ontthinkad""^^'  ^""""'"^  '»°  °"^'' 
be  too  much  ?  "  ^  °™'  ''"^  ""'^^  """ths  to 

"I  should  think  it  aUo^fhor  -vr-,,         i 
the  souirc  exclaimed  ho  V    «Y„,r^  T    '».'"'"'•<»"'"' 
ti.     .     I,    .      "•       ^°"  ""0  been  virtuallv  the 
ther  for  the  last  seven  years.    You  l,ave  cared  for 
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her,  and  loved  hor,  and  worked  for  her.  She  is  everything 
to  you,  and  I  feel  how  vast  are  your  claims  to  her  compared 
to  mint';  and  now  you  talk  about  going  away  and  coming 
to  see  her  once  every  three  months;  the  idea  is  unnatural, 
it  is  downright  monstrous !  No,  you  and  I  understand  each 
other  at  last;  would  to  i^Ieavon  we  had  done  so  eight  years 
back !  I  feel  how  much  more  nobly  you  acted  in  that  un- 
happy matter  than  I  did,  and  I  esteem  and  honor  you.  Wo 
are  both  getting  on  in  life,  we  have  one  common  love  and 
interest,  we  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  child,  and  I 
say  emphatically  that  you  have  a  right,  and  more  than  a 
right,  to  a  half  share  in  her.  You  must  go  away  no  more, 
but  remain  here  as  my, friend  and  as  joint  guardian  of  the 
child. 

"  I  will  have  no  refusal,  man,"  he  went  on  as  the  sergeant 
shook  his  head.  "  Your  presence  here  will  be  almost  as 
great  a  comfort  to  me  as  to  the  child.  I  am  a  lonely  man. 
For  years  I  have  cut  myself  loose  from  the  world;  I  have 
neither  associates  nor  friends.  But  now  that  this  great  load 
is  off  my  mind  my  first  want  is  a  friend;  and  who  could  be 
BO  great  a  friend,  who  could  en,  yc  into  my  plans  and  hopes 
for  the  future  so  well  as  yourself,  who  would  have  an  in- 
terest in  them  equal  to  my  own  ?  " 

The  sergeant  was  much  moved  by  the  squire's  earnestness. 
He  saw  that  the  latter  had  really  at  heart  the  proposal  he 
made. 

"  You  are  very  good,  squire,"  he  said  in  a  low  voice;  "  but 
even  if  I  could  bring  myself  to  eat  another  man's  bread  as 
long  as  I  can  work  for  my  own,  it  would  not  do.  I  am 
neither  by  birth  nor  education  fitted  for  such  a  position  as 
that  you  offer  to  me." 

"  Pooh !  nonsense ! "  the  squire  said  hotly ;  "  you  have  seen 
the  world,  you  have  travelled  and  mixed  with  men,  you  are 
fit  to  associate  as  an  equal  with  any  one.  Don't  you  deceive 
yourself;  you  certainly  do  not  deceive  me.    It  is  pride  that 
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.a,,.M,c».  „    j„,„.  g,,.„d.ia„gl,tor,  to  suylot^  ^  „  ti 
foi  y„„  d„„  t  s„,,i,„«.  tl„a  oitiu:.,.  of  „s  i.  going  to  fcd  "„' ,' 

the  wnul  «-eo,,ing  the  moors,  to  think  of  j^,     "ndj 
••  Yoi,  ,„o  wanting  to  sjioil  evoivthing  now  that  it  In,  ..II 

.      w  n>  t    °„f  T  "c° "  """'"■""■     •  "•°"''  '"-  "•  "^ 
bacm   am    r  ""■  "'■'  ""  ™"™;   I  »»"'  »  friend 

badl3,  a  ,d  I  am  sure  we  shall  snit  each  other     I  want  a 

comi,an,on.     Why,  man,  if  I  were  a  riol,  nlJ    ?.      T 
were  a  poor  old  h.dy,  and  I  as  Iced  ^o"     ^tZ^ 
ramo„,yo„  wonld  seo  nothing  derogatory  in  t he X/  C 
shall  co„,c  as  my  eompanion,  now,  or  if  yon  like  a   Join 
K™.|  tan  to  the  child.     Vo„  shall  have  yofr  0™  room  T, 
,e  house;  and  when  yon  feci  inclined  to  he  grumpylnd 

t!.k'e  u;:::  :;:;,t"  ^•°"  '-^'» """ "-  ^'■'"> »— /of,  :„ 
fc'ubi:  t-i:fi  tif,  tf;:  r  tS'"  "■;" "  ^■™  -^^  -»'  ™- 

"     "''^^'     ^0"^^'  give  me  your  liund  on  the  b-ir'.in  " 
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siirics  wliich  lie  might  miuirc,  and  would  tlius  save  him 
from  being  altogether  dependent  on  the  squire. 

Aggie  was  wild  with  delight  when  she  was  called  in  and 
informed  of  the  arraugcmejit.  U'lie  thought  of  her  grand- 
father tramping  the  country  alone  had  been  the  one  draw- 
back to  the  pleasure  of  her  life  at  Mrs.  Walsham's,  and 
many  a  time  she  had  cried  herself  to  sleep  as  she  pictured  to 
herself  his  loneliness.  That  he  was  to  be  with  her  always, 
was  to  give  up  his  work  to  settle  down  in  comfort,  was  in- 
deed a  delight  to  her.  Greatly  pleased  was  she  also  to  hear 
that  Mrs.  Walsham  was  to  be  asked  to  come  up  to  be  her 
governess. 

"  Oh,  it  will  be  nice ! "  she  exclaimed,  clapping  her  hands. 
"Just  like  the  fairy  stories  you  used  to  tell  me,  grampa, 
when  every  one  was  made  happy  at  the  end  by  the  good 
fairy.  Grandpapa  is  the  good  fairy,  and  you  and  I  are  the 
prince  and  princess;  and  James— and  what  is  to  be  done 
with  James — is  he  to  come  up  too  ?  " 

"  No,  my  dear,"  the  squire  said  smiling.  "James  is  to  go 
io  a  good  school,  but  you  will  see  him  when  he  comes  home 
for  his  holidays;  but  that  part  of  it  is  not  arranged  yet, 
you  know;  but  if  you  will  put  on  your  hat  you  can  walk  down 
with  us  to  the  town  and  introduce  me  to  Mrs.  Walsham." 

Mrs.  Walsham  had  just  dismissed  her  pupils  when 
the  party  arrived,  and  was  thinking  how  quiet  and  dull  the 
house  was  without  Aggie,  when  the  door  opened  and  the 
child  rushed  in  and  threw  her  arms  round  her  neck. 

"  Oh,  I  have  such  good  news  to  tell  you !  Grandpapa  is 
so  good  and  kind,  and  grampa  is  going  to  live  with  us,  and 
you  are  to  come  up  too,  and  James  is  to  go  to  school.  Isn't 
it  all  splendid  ?  " 

"What  are  you  talking  about,  Aggie?''  Mrs.  Walsham 
asked  bewildered,  as  the  child  poured  out  her  news. 

"Aggie  is  too  fast,  madam,"  the  squire  said,  entering  the 
room  accompanied  by  the  sergeant.    "iShe  is  taking  it  all 
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for  granted  while  it  has  yet  to  be  arranged.  I  nu,st  apolo- 
g  ze  for  coming  m  witiiout  knocking;  but  the  child  opened 
the  door  and  rushed  in,  and  the  best  tiling  to  do  was  wo 
1-.^^  to  follow  her.  I  have  come,  in  th!  first  pi;:;;: 
thank  you  for  your  great  kindness  to  my  little  gran.l- 
daugMer,  and  to  tell  your  son  how  deeply  [feel  indebted 
to  him  for  having  save.l  her  life  two  years  ago.  Kow 
Aggie,  you  run  away  and  look  for  your  friend  while  I  talk 
matters  over  with  Mrs.  Walsham." 

Aggi^o  scampered  away  to  find  James,  who  was  at  work 
a  his  books,  and  to  tell  him  the  news,  while  the  squire 
unfolded  his  plans  to  Mrs.  Walsham.  ^ 

them  w  thout  an  instant's  hesitation.    She  was  to  have  the 
ntire  charge  of  the  child  during  the  day,  with  the  opt  on 
of  either  returning  home  in  the  evening  when  Aggie  wen 
m  to  dessert  after  dinner  or  of  living  entirely  at'^"  iTl 
lhes(,uire  explained  his  intention  of  sending  James  to  a 
good  school  at  Exeter  as  an  instalment  of  the  debt  he  owed 
him  for  saving  the  child's  life,  and  he  pointed  out  tin 
when  he  was  at  home  for  his  holidays  Aggie  could  he  it 
loidays  too  and  Mrs.  Walsham  need  only  come  up  to   1  e 
Hall  when  she  felt  inclined.  ^ 

Mrs  Walsham  was  delighted  with  the  offer,  even  more  lor 
James  sake  than  her  own,  although  the  prospect  for  h    sol 

uh ::  /;  rvv  T^^r  ^^^^  ^^^^'^^  ^-^^^  -^^  -^ 

with  would  be  delightful  after  the  monotony  of  drilling 
sj_e    atches  of  gi.ls,  often  inordinately  tLsom:    nd 

horn    ;t  Sir     1  ""■'  ''^*''  '^''  '^''''^^  P^-«^^^  r«^"-ing 
home  at  night-a  decision  which  pleased  the  squire  for  ho 

had  wondered  what  he  should  do  with  her  in  ?h    e;e„  „" 

The  arrangement  was  at  once  carried  into  effect      The 

tion'tn  tTr    1    f  "'°  '"''"'•''  """y  offered  no  obiec- 

t.on  to  the  girb  bemg  suddenly  left  on  their  hands  when 
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tlioy  lioiird  that  tlicir  toaohor  wfis  goin^r  to  livo  ns  irovrniosa 
iit  tlio  Hull.  Indeed,  the  suri)ri,se  of  Sidnioiith  and  tlio 
Jieigfhborliood  at  loarniiig  that  the  little  girl  at  ^frs.  Wal- 
sluun's  was  the  squire's  granddaugliter,  and  t1i;it  the  show- 
man Avas  therefore  a  conneetion  of  the  sqiiirc  and  was  going 
also  to  live  at  the  Hall,  was  so  great  that  there  was  Jiol-oom 
for  any  other  emotion.  Save  for  wrecks,  or  the  arrival  of 
shoals  of  lish  oiT  the  coast,  or  of  troubles  between  the  smug- 
glers and  the  revenue  ollicers,  Sidniouth  had  few  excite- 
ments, and  the  present  news  alTorded  food  for  endless  talk 
and  conjecture. 

On  comparing  notes  it  appeared  that  there  was  not  a 
woman  in  the  i)lace  who  had  not  been  all  along  convinced 
that  the  little  girl  at  Mrs.  Walsham's  was  something  more 
than  she  seemed  to  be,  and  that  the  showman  was  a  num 
quite  out  of  the  ordinary  way.    And  when  on  the  following 
Sunday  the  sergeant,  who  had  in  the  mean  time  been  to 
Exeter,  walked  quietly  into  church  with  the  squire,  all 
agreed  that  the  well-dressed  military-looking  man  was  a 
gentleman,  and  that  he  had  only  been  masquerading  under 
the  name  of  Sergeant  Wilks  until  somehow  or  other  the 
<iuarrel  between  him  and  the  squire  was  arranged,  and  the 
little  heiress  restored  to  her  position;   and  Sidniouth  re- 
mained in  that  belief  to  the  end. 

The  sergeant's  military  title  was  henceforth  dropped. 
Mr.  Linthorne  introduced  him  to  his  acquaintances— who 
soon  began  to  flock  in  when  it  was  known  that  the  squire's 
granddaughter  had  come  home,  and  that  he  was  willing  to 
see  his  friends  and  join  in  society  again— as  "My  friend 
Mr.  Wilks,  the  father  of  my  poor  boy's  wife."    And  the 
impression  made  was  generally  favoralde. 
_  None  had  ever  known  the  exact  story  of  Herbert's  mar- 
riage.   It  was  generally  supposed  that  he  had  married  be- 
neath him;   but  the  opinion  now  was  that  this  must  have 
been  a  mistake,  for  there  was  nothing  in  any  way  vulgar 
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about  the  quiet  milit'iry-lookinfrjn^pntlonian  with  whom  the 
stiuire  was  ovideiuly  ou  terms  of  wiiriii  friendsliip. 

The  only  jnrson  somewhat  disaatisfiod  with  thi>  arraiigo- 
mcnt  wan  James  Walsham.  Jle  loved  his  mother  so  much 
that  he  had  never  offered  the  slightest  dissent  to  her  plan 
that  ho  should  follow  in  his  father's  footsteps.  She  was  so 
much  sot  en  tlie  matter  that  he  could  never  bring  himself 
to  utter  a  word  in  opposition.  At  heart,  however,  he  longed 
for  a  more  stirring  and  more  adventurous  life,  such  as  that 
of  a  soldier  or  sailor,  aiul  he  had  all  along  cherished  a  secret 
hope  that  somethijig  might  occur  to  prevent  his  preparing 
for  the  medical  profession,  and  so  enable  him  to  carry  out 
his  secret  wishes.  But  the  present  arrangement  seemed  to 
put  an  end  to  all  sucli  hopes,  and  although  grateful  to  the 
squire  for  sendhig  1  im  to  a  good  school,  he  wished  with  all 
his  heart  tliat  he  h  d  chosen  some  other  way  of  manifest- 
ing his  gratitude. 

Four  years  passed  quietly.  James  Walsham  worked  hard 
when  at  school,  and  during  Ins  holidays  spent  his  time  for 
the  most  part  on  board  the  fishermen's  boats.  Sometimes 
he  went  up  to  the  Hall,  generally  at  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Wilks. 

"  Why  don't  you  come  oftener,  Jim  ?  "  the  latter  asked 
him  one  day.  "Aggie  was  saying  only  yesterday  that  you 
used  to  be  such  friends  with  her,  and  now  you  hardly  ever 
come  near  her.  The  squire  is  as  pleased  as  I  am  to  see 
you." 

"  I  don't  know,"  Jim  i  jplied.  "  You  see,  I  am  always  com- 
fortable with  you;  I  can  chat  vith  you,  and  tell  you  about 
school  and  about  fishing,  and  so  on.  The  squire  is  very 
kind,  but  I  know  it  is  only  because  of  that  picking  Aggie 
out  of  the  water,  and  I  never  seem  to  know  what  lo  talk 
about  with  him;  and  then,  you  see,  Aggie  is  growing  a 
young  lady,  and  can't  go  rambling  about  at  my  heels  as  she 
used  to  do  when  she  was  a  little  girl.    I  like  her,  you  know. 
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Mr.  Wilks,  j„8t  ns  I  u.ed  to  do;  but  I  can't  curry  hor  on 
mj.   h„„ldo.-  now  ,„„!  nmko  „  playfellow  of  her." 

I  sujiposo  that's  all   natural   cnouirli    Jim"   A„^».. 
«™n.lfathor,aid;  "but  I  .1„  think  it  if  a  p  ty'youS 
CO  ,„  up  more  often.    You  know  we  are  all  sluiZtZ 
oml  ,t  will  g„„  „«  „  j,io,„„„  t„  ,„,^^  ^.^^^  |_^_,^  „  you. 

Jim  w,,s,  in  fact,  getting  to  the  awkward  age  with  boy, 
When  younger  thoy  tyrannize  over  their  little  «i.ter  when 
cJder  they  may  again  take  pleasure  in  girls'  .oe™;    bu^ 

hero  rs  an  ago  in  every  boy's  life  wheni.e  is  hSd  „ 
th  k  grrls  a  nmsance,  as  creatures  incapable  of  j  LTng  n 
games,  and  as  being  apt  to  get  in  the  way  Stil  Jim 
w,«  very  fond  of  his  former  playnrate,  and  h  d  s  'bee" 
rt.ll  1  vmg  down  m  Sidmouth  with  his  mother  they  would 
have  been  as  great  friends  as  ever  ^ 

At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  Richard  Ilorton  came  back 
after  an  absence  of  five  years.     lie  was  now  ncarbTCcnty 

theP."t^"     ''"''"■/.'  "™'™''"*'    "0™  l'™.i^od  wTth 

he  Eastern  sun.  and  had  grown  from  a  good-looking  boy 

into  a  handsome  young  man,  and  was  perfectly  conscious 

good  part  aithoui'uti,  7orbr '  ^cd  rctir 

men  ary,  or  Eichard  Ilorton  was  by  no  means  „  ,  "m  i'" 
member  of  his  mess  Boys  are  quick  to  dete  t  a  h  „!" 
failings,  and  several  sharp  thrashings  when  he  first  thted 
had  ta  ht  Kichard  that  it  was  ver^  inexpedlonr  „'  du 
1»»  board  a  ship  .f  there  was  any  chance  of  its  being" 

As  he  had  become  one  of  the  senior  midshipmen  his  n,t„ 
r.il  haughtiness  made  him  disliked  by  the  youLer  I , 

:  ffSd  V"°:b  "'  '''  °""  ''-^■" Ae'ha^  noT    e'    ; 
ce  e  fr  end,   or  there  was  a  general  feeling  among  them 
that  although  Richard  Horton  was  a  pleasLt  e"  t!.™' 
and  a  very  agreeable  fellow  when  he  liked,  he  w'as  not 
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Bomohow  st.'uight,  net  tho  sort  of  fellow  to  b-  .loi)on(lo(l 
upon  ill  nil  oniergoncies. 

By  tlio  (.;,|,tain  an.l  licutoDunts,  ho  M'hs  oonsidoru.l  u  snmrt 
young  ofli,.c.r.     IFo  was  always  craroful  to  do  lii.s  duty,  quiot 
nndKontlomanly  in  mann.u-,and  in  pointof  upi.oaranoo  mid 
dress  a  credit  to  th.  ,hip.     A.vordiMgly  all  tl.o  reports  that 
his  captain  Imd  sent  homo  of  him   had  been    fav..ral>lo 
Croat  as  was  tlienigo  and  disappointment  wlii.Oi  liidiard 
had  felt  when  ho  received  tho  letter  from  his  uncle  tolling 
him  of  the  discovery  of  his  Ion-lost  granddaughter,  ho  had 
the  tact  to  prevent  any  signs  of  his  feelings  being  visible  in 
the  letter  in  which  ho  replied.     The  scpiiro  liad  told  him 
that  a  thoPgh  the  discovery  would,  of  course,  make  a  con- 
siderablo  ditTerence  in  his  prospects,  he  should  still,  if  the 
reports  of  his  conduct  continued  satisfactory,  feel  H  his 
duty  to  make  a  handsome  jjrovision  for  him. 

"Thanks  to  my  quiet  life  during  the  last  ten  years,"  the 
squire  had  written,  "  I  have  i,lenty  for  both,  of  you.  Tho 
estate  will,  of  course,  go  to  her;  but,  always  supposing  that 
your  conduct  will  be  satisfactory,  ^  shall  continue  durincr 
my  life-time  the  allowanc  ,  you  at  present  receive,  and  you 
will  find  yourself  sot  down  in  my  will  for  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds." 
Kichard  had  replied  in  terms  which  delighted  tho  squire 
You  see  the  boy  has  a  good  heart,"  he  said,  as  he  handed 

Jlis  companion  read  the  l(>tter  over  in  silence 
^^  "Charmingly   expressed,"  ho  said   as    he    returned    it. 

Almost  too  charmingly,  it  seems  to  mo." 

"  ^•^'^«>  ^om^;  Wilks,  you  are  prejudiced  against  the  young 
follow  for  that  business  with  Aggie  and  young  Walsham." 
^^^   1  Hope  I  am  not  prejudiced,  squire,"  his  friend  replied; 

jut  w.ien  I  know  tliat  a  lad  is  a  liar,  and  that  he  will  brin? 
false  accusations  to  shiel  •  himself,  and  when  I  know  that 
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I  detested  by  all  who  came  in  contact  witli  him— John 
Petersham,  tlio  gardener,  and  the  grooms— I  require  a  good 
deal  more  tlian  a  few  satisfactory  reports  from  his  captain, 
who  can  know  very  little  of  his  private  character,  and  a  soft- 
soldering  letter  like  that,  to  reinstate  him  in  my  good  opin- 
ion.  I  will  wager  that  if  you  and  I  had  been  standing  behind 
liim  when  he  opened  your  letter  you  would  have  heard  an 
expression  of  very  different  sentiments  from  those  he  writes 
you  here.     Look  at  this :  *  I  regret,  indeed,  my  dear  uncle, 
that  my  new  cousin  must  have  such  u  bad  opinion  of  me, 
owing  to  my  roughness  in  that  unfortunate  affair,  which  I 
have  never  ceased  to  regret;  but  I  hope  that  when  we  meet 
I  shall  be  able  to  overcome  the  dislike  which  she  must  feel 
for  me.'    Bah! "  the  old  soldier  said  scornfully,  "I  would 
lay  all  my  pension  to  a  shilling  that  that  boy  has  already 
^  made  up  his  mind  that  some  day  he  will  marry  Aggie, 
and  so  contrive  to  get  the  estates  after  all." 
The  squire  burst  into  a  good-humored  laugh. 
"It's  well  I  don't  take  up  your  wager.     Such  ideas  as 
that  might  occur  to  you  and  me,  but  hardly  to  a  lad  not 
yet  seventeen." 

"Well,  we  shall  see,"  the  other  said,  cooling  down.  "I 
hope  I  may  be  mistaken  in  him;  we  shall  see  when  he 
comes  home." 

When  he  did  come  home,  the  old  soldier  could  find  but 
little  fault  with  the  young  man.  He  had  a  frank  and  open 
manner  such  as  is  common  to  men  of  his  profession.  He 
was  full  of  life  and  anecdote;  his  manner  to  the  squire  was 
admirable,  affectionate,  and  quietly  respectful,  without  any 
air  of  endeavoring  especially  to  ingratiate  himself  with  him; 
nor  could  tue  ex-sergeant  find  anything  to  complain  of  in 
the  young  man's  manner  toward  himself.  He  took  the  first 
opportunity  when  they  were  alone  to  say  how  glad  he  had 
been  to  hear  that  his  grandfather  had  met  with  a  friend  and 
companion  in  his  lonely  life,  and  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
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bad  opinion  which  he  liad  donbtloss  formed  of  liini  from 
liis  conduct  "wlien  a  boy  would  not  bo  allowed  to  operate 
against  him  now. 

But  though  there  was  nothing  ho  could  find  fault  with, 
the  old  soldier's  prejudices  were  in  no  way  shaken,  and  in- 
deed his  antipathy  was  increased  rather  than  diminished  by 
the  young  officer's  conduct  toward  Aggie.  It  miglit  be,  of 
course,  that  ho  was  only  striving  to  overcome  the  prejudiced 
feeling  against  him;  but  every  time  the  old  soldier  saw  liim 
with  his  granddaughter  he  felt  angry. 

In  poiut  of  fact  Aggie  was  disposed  to  like  Richard  even 
before  his  arrival.  Six  yea  lad  eradicated  every  tinge  of 
animosity  for  that  shove  on  the  sand.  Ilis  letters  had  been 
long,  bright,  and  amusing,  and  with  the  mementos  of  travel 
whicli  he  picked  up  in  the  ports  of  India  and  China,  and 
from  time  to  time  sent  home  to  his  uncle,  there  was  always 
a  little  box  Avith  some  pretty  trinket  "  for  my  cousin."  She 
found  him  now  a  delightful  companion;  he  treated  her  aa 
if  she  had  been  seventeen  instead  of  eleven,  was  ready  to 
ride  or  walk  with  her,  or  to  tell  her  stories  of  the  countries 
he  had  seen,  as  she  might  choose,  and  to  humor  all  her 
whims  and  fancies. 

"  Confound  him  and  his  pleasant  manners ! "  the  ex-ser- 
geant would  mutter  to  himself  as  he  watched  them  together, 
and  saw,  as  he  believed,  in  the  distance,  the  overthrow  of 
the  scheme  he  had  at  heart.  "He  is  turning  tlie  child's 
head;  and  that  foolish  boy  James  is  throwing  away  his 
chances." 

James  indeed  came  homo  from  school  for  the  List  time 
two  or  three  weeks  after  Richard  Ilorton's  return.  He  was 
now  nearly  eighteen,  and  although  a  broad  and  powerful 
fellow  was  still  a  boy  at  heart.  He  did  not  show  to  advan- 
tage by  the  side  of  Richard  Ilorlon.  The  first  time  he  went 
up  to  the  Hall  after  his  return  the  latter  had  met  him  with 
outstretched  hand. 
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"I  am  glacl  to  meet  you  again/'  he  said.   " I  behaved  like 

iuture  i  •    ^  ^"^'^  "^^  ^^^^'^^  ^^^^  ^'^  better  in  the 

Aggie  and  her  two  grandfatJiers  were  present,  and  James 

u«3  easy  and  seJf-posscsscd  yonnjr  officer  TTn  «.,,++  i 
rf  »S  about  it.  Wing  all  rightrand  th  „  f  nd  „  thll 
olse  to  say,  being  .uicomfortable  and  ill  .,t  o-i^  ""."""""S 

.r:.r  did  t"*  '"-^  ^-"^^  ^'  "°--">  -»">  ^ 
ofX^?a::tiftrrs•,::;Tr'°" 

J.p  to  London  to  walk  the  hospitals.'  '2  o^ wa,,  s  ml  f,! 

^o.W     n    ™'  '""''^  ""'  °*  ''*"'?'"■ "'  "'«  ™y  things  were 
going.    He  was  angry  with  James;  angry  with  the  IThl 

whoevidently  viewed  with  satisfaetioa  the  good  ItSd 
1  g  between  his  granddaughter  and  nephel;  an^  fo  the 
liisUime  in  his  life  with  Aggie  herself!  ^ 

whereslie  had  been  --ghinlJnrhltUng^Uhtrfolt' 
He  had  intended  to  speak  playfully   b,it  tW  » 

^'-r;:: ::. r '°-  '"i^"'"' gir/;t'':ne:drecS "" 

tryin'lVsl^k  1^"Z  ""!'  '  T  "'  """""'•  ^8S«'"  '-  «»M, 
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are  not  real  y  cross  witl.  ,uo,areyouV"  and  the  tear   u 

onee  sprang  into  her  eyes.     "  I  i^ave  not  been  doing  any- 

thnig  wrong,  have  I?"  ^     ^ 

s-vid  WfiW  "^Z'-u"^  ^"  ?''  ^'''^  ^'•""^'"  ^''^  gnxndfatlier 
saul  hastily;  "still,  you  know  I  don't  like  seeing  Jim,  who 

hus  always  been  so  good  and  kind  to  you,  quite  neglected 
now  this  young  fellow,  who  i.  not  fit'to  hold  a  eancle  o 
him,  hiis  turned  up." 

glected  me.  He  has  never  been  near  since  that  first  day 
»nd  you  know  I  can't  very  well  go  round  to  Sidmouth  and 
say  to  him,    Please  come  up  to  the  Hall ' " 

a  yl^^Z;?'' '  '"'"  ^'"^  '''''''  '-^"^  ^^  '^  ^^^--g  liJ^o 

Jl  \^'\\^!:'\^^^''  "'^'^^  surprised.   "  If  he  likes  sail- 
ing  about  better  than  coming  up  here,  why  shouldn't  he  ?  " 
I  don  t  think  It's  for  that  he  stays  away,  Aggie.    In  fact 
you  see  Jim  has  only  just  left  school,  and  he  ffels  he  c.m't 
laugh,  and  talk,  and  tell  you  stories  about  foreign  coiX 

Z^t'L'T'  ''"""  "'^"'  "^^  ^^^^'-^  b-"  so'long  acts- 
omed  to  have  you  to  himself,  he  naturally  would  Lt  like 
the  playing  second  fiddle  to  Richard  Horton  " 
•  But  he  hasn't  been  here  much,"  the  girl  said,  "ever 

troldT'  'r  /'^  ""'  *^  ^^  «°  "-^  -d  so  kind  L 
the  old  days  when  I  lived  down  there  that  I  can't  make 
out  why  he  has  changed  so." 

"My  dear,  I  don't  think  he  has  changed;  he  has  been 
onlyaboy  and  the  fact  is,  he  is  only  a  boy  still.     He  7 

he  doesn  t  feel  at  home  and  comfortable  here  as  he  did  with 
you  when  you  were  a  little  girl  at  his  mother's.    But  mind 
Aggie,  James  is  true  as  steel;  he  is  .,n  honorable  and  ",,: 

p&Zk  """    '''  ''  "^^^^  ^''y  ^'  ^^i«  self-satisfi    , 
pleasant-spoken  young  sailor," 
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"I  know  James  is  good  and  kind,  grainpa,"  the  girl  said 
eiirnestly;  "but  you  see  he  is  not  very  amusing,  and 
Richard  is  very  nice." 

"Nice!  yes,"  the  okl  soldier  said;  "a  fair-weather  sort  of 
niceness,  Aggie.  Richard  Iforton  is  the  squire's  nephew, 
and  I  don't  wish  to  say  anything  against  him;  but  mark 
my  words,  and  remember  them,  there's  more  goodness  in 
James'  little  finger  than  there  is  in  his  whole  body.  But 
there,  I  am  a  fool  to  be  talking  about  it.  There  is  your 
cousm  calling  you  in  the  garden.     Go  along  with  you." 

The  girl  went  off  slowly,  wondering  at  her  grandfather's 
earnestness.  She  knew  she  liked  her  old  playmate  far 
better  than  Richard  Horton,  although  the  latter's  atten- 
tions pleased  and  flattered  her.  The  old  soldier  went 
straight  off  to  the  squire's  study. 

"  Squire,"  he  said,  "  you  remember  that  talk  we  had  three 
years  ago  when  your  nephew's  answer  came  to  your  letter, 
telling  him  that  Aggie  was  found  ?    I  told  you  that  i  would 
wager  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  marry  her.    You  lau«-rhed 
at  me;   but  I  was  right.     Child  though  she  still  is,  he  is 
already  jjaving  the  Avay  for  the  future." 
^  "Master  Richard  certainly  is  carrying  on  a  sort  of  flirta- 
tion with  the  little  witc: ,"  the  squire  said,  smiling;  « but  as 
she  is  such  a  mere  child  as  you  say,  what  does  it  matter  ?  " 
"I  think  it  matters  a  great  deal,"  the  old  soldier  said  seri- 
ously.   "  I  see,  squire,  the  young  fellow  has  quite  regained 
your  good  opinion;   and  unless  I  am  mistaken  you  have 
already  thought  to  yourself  that  it  would  not  be  a  bad 
thing  if  they  were  to  come  together  some  day.    I  have 
thought  it  over,  and  have  made  up  my  mind  that,  in  spite 
of  your  four  years'  continued  kindness  to  me  and  of  the 
warm  friendship  between  us,  I  must  go  away  for  a  time 
My  box  is  still  lying  at  Exeter,  and  I  would  rather  tramp 
the  country  again  and  live  on  it  and  my  pension  than  stay 
here  and  see  m^  darling  growing  up  a  woman  with  tha. 
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futuro  before  her.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  squire,  that  what  you 
call  my  prejudice  is  as  strong  as  ever.  I  doubt  that  young 
fellow  as  strongly  as  I  did  before  he  came  home.  Then  I 
only  had  his  past  conduct  and  his  letter  to  go  by;  now  I 
have  the  evidence  of  my  own  senses.  You  may  ask  mo 
what  I  have  against  him.  I  tell  you — nothing;  but  I  mis- 
doubt him  from  my  heart.  I  feel  that  he  is  false,  that  what 
he  was  when  a  boy  he  is  now.  There  is  no  true  ring  about 
him." 

The  squire  was  silent  for  a  minute  or  two.  He  had  a  very 
sincere  friendship  and  liking  for  his  companion,  a  thorough 
confidence  in  his  judgment  and  principles.  He  knew  his 
self-sacrificing  nature,  and  that  he  was  only  speaking  from 
his  love  for  his  grandchild. 

"  Do  not  let  us  talk  about  it  now,  old  friend,"  he  said 
quietly.  "You  and  I  put  before  all  other  things  Aggie's 
happiness.  Disagreement  between  us  there  can  be  none 
on  the  subject.  Give  me  to-night  to  think  over  what  you 
have  said,  and  we  will  talk  about  it  again  to-morrow." 


I 


CHAPTER  VI. 


A    STORM. 


After  breakfast  next  morning  the  squire  asked  his  friend 
to  go  with  him  into  his  study. 

"  I  have  been  thinking  this  matter  over,"  he  said,  "  very 
seriously,  and  upon  reflection  I  agree  with  you  that  it  is 
undesirable  that  Aggie  should  see  much  of  Richard  until 
she  is  of  an  age  to  form  a  fair  opinion  for  herself,  and  to 
compare  him  with  other  young  men.  I  agree  with  you  also 
that  we  have  not  yet  sufficient  proofs  that  he  is  completely 
changed.  I  hope  that  he  is.  You  think  he  is  not.  At  any 
rate  he  must  have  a  longer  trial,  and  until  it  is  proved  to 
your  satisfaction,  as  well  as  mine,  that  he  is  in  every  way  a 
desirable  husband  for  Aggie,  the  less  they  see  of  each  other 
the  better.  I  therefore  propose  to  write  at  once  to  my 
friend  Admiral  Hewson  to  ask  him  to  use  his  influence  at 
the  admiralty  to  get  the  young  fellow  appointed  to  a  ship. 
Does  that  meet  your  approval,  my  friend  ?  " 

"  Quite  so,"  the  other  said  cordially ;  "  nothing  could  bo 
better.  In  the  mean  time,  as  you  say,  should  Richard  turn 
out  well,  and  the  young  people  take  a  liking  for  each  other, 
no  match  could  be  more  satisfactory.  What  I  want  is  that 
she  should  take  no  girlish  fancy  for  him  at  present." 

"  So  be  it  then,"  the  squire  said.  *'  I  think,  you  know, 
that  wfi  are  a.  connlfi  of  nhl  fnnls  to  be  trnuhlino"  nurselvfif» 
about  Aggie's  future  at  present.  Still  in  a  matter  wbich 
concerns  us  both  so  nearly  we  cannot  be  too  careful.    I| 
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we  had  a  woman  with  us  wo  could  safely  leave  the  matter 
m  her  hands;  as  it  is  we  must  blunder  on  as  best  we  may." 
And  so  it  was  settled,  and  a  week  hiter  Richard  Ilorton 
received  an  official  letter  from  the  admiralty  ordering  him 
to  proceed  at  once  to  Portsmouth  to  join  the   T/icfis,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  as  fourth  lieutenant.     Tlio  order 
gave  Richard  extreme  satisfaction.     He  was  beginning  to 
find  his  life  desperately  dull,  and  he  was  heartily  sick  of  . 
playnig  the  attentive  nephew.     He  was  well  content  with 
the  progress  he  had  made;  nothing  had  gone  wrong  since 
he  returned,  his  undo  had  clearly  taken  him  back  into  his 
favor,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  Aggie  quite  appreciated  the 
pains  he  had  bestowed  to  gain  her  liking. 

He  detested  the  squire's  companion,  for  he  felt  that  the 
latter  disliked  and  distrusted  him,  and  that  his  projects 
would  meet  with  a  warm  opposition  on  his  part.  Still 
with  the  squire  and  Aggie  herself  on  his  side  he  did  not 
fear  the  result.  As  to  James  Walsham,  whom  he  had  come 
home  prepared  to  regard  as  a  possible  rival  from  his  early 
intimacy  with  the  child,  and  the  fact  that  his  mother  was 
her  governess,  he  now  regarded  him  with  contempt  mingled 
with  a  revengeful  determination  to  pay  off  the  old  score 
should  a  chance  ever  present  itself. 

He  therefore  started  next  day  in  high  spirits,  assuming, 
however,  a  great  reluctance  to  tear  himself  away.  A  few 
days  later  a  letter  came  from  him,  saying  that  he  hoped  that 
lie  should  be  able  to  come  back  sometimes  for  a  day  or  two 
as  the  T/iehS  was  at  present  to  be  attached  to  the  Channel 
squadron,  aud  it  was  not  expected  that  she  would  for  some 
time  proceed  on  foreign  service. 

Early  in  October  James  Walsham  was  to  go  np  to  London 
to  commence  his  medical  course.  A  week  before  he  was  to 
start  Mr.  Wilks  went  down  in  the  morning,  intending  to 
insist  on  his  returning  with  him  to  the  Hall.  As  he  went 
down  toward  Sidmouth  the  old  soldier  noticed  how  strongly 
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the  wind  was  blowing,  the  trees  were  swiiying  iinrl  tlirashing 
in  the  wind,  the  clouds  were  Hying  fast  overliead.  Every- 
thing portended  a  severe  gale.  Finding  at  Mrs.  Walsliam's 
that  James  was  down  on  the  beach,  he  continued  his  course 
until  he  joined  him  there,  James  was  standing  with  a  group 
of  fishermen  who  were  looking  seaward.  Now  that  he  was 
exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  wind,  Mr.  "Wilks  felt  that 
not  only  was  it  going  to  blow  a  gale,  but  that  it  was  blow- 
ing one  already.  The  heavy  clouds  on  the  horizon  seemed 
to  lie  upon  the  water,  the  waves  were  breaking  with  great 
force  upon  the  beach,  and  the  fishermen  had  hauled  their 
boats  up  across  the  road. 

"It's  blowing  hard,  Jim,"  ho  said,  laying  his  hand  on 
the  young  fellow's  shoulder. 

"  it  is  blowing  hard,  and  it  will  blow  a  great  deal  harder 
before  nightfall ;  the  fishermen  all  think  it  is  going  to  be 
an  exceptional  gale.  It  is  blowing  dead  on  shore.  It  will 
be  bad  work  for  any  ships  that  happen  to  be  coming  up 
Channel  to-day.  Eight  or  ten  of  our  boats  are  out.  We 
thought  we  had  made  out  three  of  them  just  before  you 
came,  but  the  clond  closed  down  on  them.  The  fishermen 
are  just  going  to  get  life-lines  ready.  I  am  afraid  we  are 
going  to  have  a  terrible  night  of  it.*' 

"I  came  down  to  ask  you  if  you  will  come  up  to  lunch, 
Jim,  but  I  suppose  you  will  not  be  able  to  tear  yourself 
away  from  here." 

"  I  shouldn't  like  to  leave  now,  indeed.  There  is  no  say- 
ing what  may  happen.  Besides,  so  many  of  the  fishermen 
are  away  that  I  maybe  useful  here  if  a  vessel  (iomes  ashore, 
and  there  may  be  half  a  dozen  before  the  morning.  Every 
hand  will  be  wanted  to  give  assistance." 

"  But  you  could  not  get  a  boat  out  through  those  break- 
ers, could  yon,  Jim  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  Jim  replied,  "  we  might  get  one  of  the  big  boats 
through  it  now;  but  it's  going  to  be  worse  presently.  When 


iiiifl  thrashing 
licad.  Every- 
>s.  Walsham's 
ucd  his  course 
ff  with  ii  group 
)\v  that  lie  WHS 
I'ilks  felt  that 
t  it  was  blow- 
lorizon  seemed 
iug  with  great 
:1  hauled  their 


g  his  hand  on 


3at  deal  harder 
is  going  to  be 
shore.  It  will 
be  coming  up 
R  are  out.  We 
ist  before  you 
The  fishermen 
1  afraid  we  are 

le  up  to  lunch, 
)  tear  yourself 

riiere  is  no  say- 
f  the  fishermen 
il  (ionies  ashore, 
M'uing.     Every 


rh.  those  break- 


)f  the  big  boats 
resently.  When 


ON  THE  LOOK-OUT  FOR  THE  riSHINCBOATS. 


la£ 


THE   WINXrxfi   OF   A    CONTINENT  9-) 

I  wont  out  Inst  your  with  a  I.oat  to  the  hvhr  which  was 
dnvon  .shore,  it  w,.s  worse  than  thin.     I  dnli'^ho  very  ,Z 
0  come  up  to-morrow  if  you  will  lot  ,ne.     I  hear  that  fel 
low  Ilorton  went  away  last  week." 

"Yc.,  lie  went  away.  Jim.     B„t  why  his  being  there 
.should  have  kept  you  fron.  ^oin,  np  is  beyond  me.^ 

I  don  t  hke  the  fellow,  Mr.  Wilks.     He  may  mean  very 

im\;t^^^  n,,,ebeeninon'erowZl 

I'lm  ;Mth  the  squ.re,  and  I  don't  want  another;  but  I  am 
<iu't<^-re  ,f  T  had  gone  up  much  while  hew..  , Lre 

-;;.  M    ave  ended  in  my  tryin,  to  punehhis  head  a^lh.^ 
in  that  ease,  perhaps,"  the  ol.l  soldier  said,  sufiling 
youwerew.se   to  stay  away,  Jim.     I  don't  lik     the     fd 
S;;;:!;^r^-^  ^^^«  ^^-^^  -^'la  -t  have  been  a 

"SoLebl '^r'  ^T"  ^^""''  ^'^'  l^i^"/' James  said  warndy. 

like    i      "iT'f  ?  "'-^  "^"1  ''•'''  3-'  —  ••^"  --0  t'o 
i<t  ban,  a  ul  I  don  t  suppose  the  i.Iea  made  me  like  him 

any  the  better.  He  was  just  the  free-and-easy  sort  of  fe  ow 
to  get  along  weK,  and  I  was  quite  sure  that  Aggie  won  1  ml 
Avunt  mo  when  she  bnd  Inm  i 1.„...  .  ./^  ,        '  .  ""' 


,  "f         ' ""='M'"i<^e'iire  mat  Aggie  Wi 

l^mt  mo  When  she  had  him  to  go  .bout  with  hor.     1  saw 
'  <^nve  through  in  the  pony-earriage  witli  her  twcor 
t  nee  tnnes,  and  it  was  easy  to  see  how  thoroughly  she  wa 
enjoying  lierself."  "    -^  '^^ 

™ik  down  here  ,«„1  novcr  to  ^-o  np  to  the  irall,  you  mu't 

:r:;r.ror  ts^r;:  ""^'^  ^^'■'^' «™' '''-''» 

i..to  vonr  place  '■  '°  '"'  '"""' '""'  '''^'■'  ^'"I'Pi-S 
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your  place.  You  know  how  often  I  Imvo  nskod  you  to 
como  up,  and  how  Bcldoni  you  have  come.  You  hiivo 
never  shown  Aggie  that  you  huvo  any  wisli  to  continue  on 
the  footing  of  friendship  on  whirli  you  stood  toward  each 
other  when  who  was  at  your  mother's,  and  as  you  have 
eliosen  to  throw  her  over,  I  don't  see  wliy  she  shouldn't 
take  to  any  one  else  who  takes  paina  to  make  himself  pleas- 
ant to  her." 

"Oh!  I  don't  blame  her  a  bit,  Mr.  Wilks;  how  could 
you  thijik  such  a  thing?  I  was  very  fond  of  little  Aggio 
when  she  was  at  my  mother's;  but  of  course  I  was  iu)t  ass 
enough  to  suppose  that  she  was  going  trotting  about  the 
country  with  me  when  she  once  went  up  to  tlie  Hall  as  tho 
squire's  granddaughter.  Of  course  tho  whole  thing  was 
changed.     Ah  I  iiere  comes  the  rain." 

As  he  spoke  a  sudden  splash  of  rain  struck  them.  It 
might  have  been  aoticed  coming  across  the  water  in  a 
white  line.  With  it  came  a  gust  of  wind,  to  which  that 
which  had  already  been  blowing  was  a  trifle.  There  was 
no  more  talking,  for  nothing  less  than  a  shout  could  have 
been  heard  above  the  roaring  of  the  wiiul.  It  was  scarcely 
possible  to  stand  against  the  fury  of  the  squall,  and  they 
were  driven  across  the  road,  and  took  shelter  at  the  corner 
of  some  houses  where  tho  fishermen  had  already  retired. 

The  squall  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  but  was  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  another  almost  equally  furious,  and  this  seemed 
to  increase  in  strt^gth  until  the  wind  was  Mowing  a  ;)cr- 
fect  hurricane;  but  the  fishernu'n  i  •  .'r>a-  :od  acro^rf  ilio 
road  again,  for  between  tho  rain  squalls  a  glimpse  had  been 
caught  of  two  of  the  fishing-boats,  aiul  these  were  now  ap- 
proaching the  shore;  a  mere  rag  of  sail  was  set  on  each, 
and  yei  they  tore  over  the  waves  at  tremendous  speed. 

Cue  was  eom.e  two  hundred  yards  ahead  of  the  other, 
uiid  by  tb :  course  they  wore  making  they  would  come 
ashore  nt^ady  at  the  same  spot.     The  news  that  two  boats 
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were  in  siglit  spread  rapidly,  and  .imny  of  t\u>  fishermen's 
wives  with  shawls  ovi-r  their  heads   ran  d.,wn  and  stood 
pf'ering  out   from  iH-liind  shelter,  for  it  was  well-nigh  im- 
possible to  stand  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  gale.     An  oki 
f-i.  rman  stood  with  a  coil   of  ro])e  in  his  bund  close  to 
tlu-  wat.-r's  edge.     Several  of  the  othcrsstood  dose  to  him 
an.l  four  of  them   had   hold   of  the  other  end  of  the  rope' 
\\  hen  the  boat  was  within  fifty  yards  of  sin.re  the  sail  was 
lowered;  but  she  still  drove  straight  on   before  tho  wind 
with  scarce  an  abatement  in  lier  spee.l.     A  man  stoo.!  in 
lier  bow,  also  with  a  .-oil  of  rope  in  his  hand,  and  as  lio 
a])proacl,ed   threw  it  iar  ahead.     The  flsiu^rman    nislod 
waist-deep  into  the  water  and  caught  the  end  of  it.  whi.  h 
m  a  moment  was  knotted  to  tho  one  in  his  hand. 
"  Run  along  with  her,"  lu-  shouted. 
For  a  moment  the  boat  towered  on  the  top  of  a  wave 
winch  raced  in  toward  the  shore.     The  next  as  it  came 
too  :  her  stern,  and  she  was  in  the  act  of  swinging  ro.md 
when  the  strain  of  the  rope  came  upon  her  and  brought 
lor  straight  again.     Iligl.er  and  higher  the  wave  rose  and 
then  crashed  down,  and  the  boat  shot  forward  like  an  ar- 
row  ni   the  foam.      The   fishermen  rushed  forward  and 
oa light  It;  those  on  board  U-aped  out  waist-deep;  all  were 
taken  off  their  feet  by  the  backward  rush,  but  they  clung 
to  the  sides  of  the  boat,  while  the  men  at  the  head-rope! 
with  their  heels  dug  deeply  into  the  sand,  withstood  the 
strain,  and  kept  her  from  being  swept  out  again. 

A  few  seconds  and  the  boat  was  left  dry,  and  tho  next 

wave  carried   it  high  up  on  the  beach  amid  a  loud  cheer 

f  om  the  fishermen  an.l  lookers-on;  but  there  was  no  time 

to  waste,  for  the  next  boat  was  close  at  hand.     A<^i.in  the 

ope  was  thrown  to  the  shore,  but  this  time  th^  strain 

iboTv'  '7T'  '''  ^'^-^^'^  ^""^^""g  ^^'^'ve  turned  the 
.^  boat  „>und,  the  next  struck  it  broadside  and  rolled  it  over 
^and  over  toward  the  shore.     The  fisherme,    ^i  an  instant 
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joined  hands,  and  rushing  down  into  the  water  strove  to 

grasp  the  men. 

Several  times  those  in  front  were  knocked  down  and 
rolled  up  on  the  beach,  but  three  of  the  crew  were  brought 
in  with  them.  There  was  one  still  missing,  and  there  was 
a  shout  as  he  was  seen  clinging  to  an  oar  just  outside  tlio 
line  of  breakers.  James  Walshn'u  had  been  working  with 
the  fishermen  in  saving  those  ;Jrcady  brought  to  shore. 
He  now  fastened  the  end  of  a  line  round  his  body. 

"  You  can  never  get  through  those  rollers— they  will 
break  von  up  like  an  egg-shell,"  the  old  fisherman  shouted. 

"  I  will  dive  througli  them,"  Jim  shouted  back.  "  Give 
me  plenty  of  slack,  and  don't  pull  till  you  see  I  have  got 

him." 

The  lad  waited  for  his  opportunity,  and  then  ruslung 
down  after  the  sheet  of  white  foam  he  stood  waist-deep  as 
a  great  wave,  some  twelve  feet  high,  towered  up  like  a  wall 
toward  him.     It  was   just   going   to  break   when  James 
plunged  head  foremost  into  it.     There  was  a  crash  which 
shook  the  earth,  a  mass  of  wildly  rusliing  foam,  and  then, 
some  ten  yards  beyoml  the  spot  where  the  wave  had  broken, 
Jim's  head  appeared  above  the  surface.     It  was  but  for  a 
moment,  for  he  immediately  dived  again  under  the  next 
wave  and  then  came  up  within  a  few  yards  of  the  lloating 
oar.     A  stroke  or  two  and  ho  was  alongside;  he  seized  the 
man  and  held  up  one  arm  as  a  signal.     In  a  moment  the 
rope  tightened  and  they  moved  toward  shore.     A\  hen  they 
were  close  to  the  edge  of  the  breaking  waves  Jim  held  up 
his  hand  and  the  strain  stopped. 

"  Now,"  he  said  to  the  man,  "  the  moment  Ihoy  begin  to 
pull  leave  go  of  the  oar  and  throw  your  arms  rouTid  me." 

He  waited  until  aw^ave  bigger  tlian  ordinary  ai)proached, 
and  just  as  it  began  to  pass  under  hun  gave  the  signal. 
Higher  and  higher  they  seemed  to  rise,  then  they  were 
dashed  down  with  a  tremendous  shock;  tlicre  was  a  mo- 
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ment's  confusion  as  they  were  swept  along  in  the  white 
water,  Jim  felt  a  terrific  strain,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  rope  would  cut  him  in  sunder;  then  he  was  seized  by 
a  dozen  strong  arms  and  carried  high  and  dry  before  the 
next  wave  could  reach  him.  For  a  minute  or  two  he  was 
scarce  conscious;  the  breath  had  been  almost  knocked  out 
of  his  body  with  the  break  of  the  wave,  and  the  rushing 
water  seemed  still  singing  in  his  ears. 

"Are  you  hurt,  my  boy?  are  you  hurt,  James?"  were 
the  first  words  ho  clearly  heard. 

"  No,  I  thiiik  I  am  all  right,"  he  said,  trying  to  sit  up. 
"  Is  the  other  fellow  all  right  ?  " 

"  He  has  broken  his  arm,"  one  of  the  fishermen  who  had 
just  helped  the  man  to  his  feet  replied;  "  he  may  be  thank- 
ful it's  no  worse." 
James  was  now  helped  to  his  feet. 

"  I  am  all  right,"  he  repeated  to  Mr.  Wilks,  "except  that 
I  feel  as  if  I  had  a  hot  iron  round  my  body;  that  rope  has 
taken  the  skin  off  all  round  me,  I  fancy,  and  doesn't  it 
smart  just  with  the  salt  Avater!  " 

"0  James,  how  could  you  do  it?"  a  girl's  voice  said 
suddenly.  The  fishermen  drew  aside,  and  Aggie  Linthorne 
pressed  forward. 

The  squire  had  gone  into  her  school-room  and  had  said, 
*  Mrs.  Walsnam,  I  think  you  had  better  give  up  your  les- 
sons for  the  morning  and  get  home;  it  is  blowing  a  gale 
now,  and  we  shall  probably  Iiavo  the  rain  down  before  long. 
I  will  walk  down  with  you;  the  wind  is  dead  on  the  shore, 
||ind  it  will  be  a  grand  sight." 

Aggie  at  once  sot  her  mind  on  going  too;  but  the  squire 
'efused  until  Mrs.  Walsham  suggested  that  if  it  came  on 
_  et  Aggie  could  stop  at  her  house  until  it  cleared  up,  or, 
if  necessary,  till  morning.  Whereupon  the  squire  had  given 
-ay  and  the  three  had  started  together  for  Sidmouth,  leav- 
ing Mrs.  Walsham  at  her  house  as  they  passed.     The  others 
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had  struggled  down  against  the  wind  until  they  came  within 
sight  of  the  sea.  The  first  boat  had  Just  been  run  safely 
on  shore  when  they  arrived,  and  Aggie  gave  a  cry  and  put 
lier  hands  over  her  face  as  the  second  boat  was  seen  to 

capsize. 

"Cling  to  me,  Aggie,"  the  squire  said.     "See,  they  are 
rushing  in  the  water  to  save  them;    they  will  have  them 

yet!" 

At  the  cheer  which  broke  out  from  the  spectators,  clus- 
tering thickly  now,  as  the  first  of  the  shipwrecked  crcv^ 
was  brought  to  shore,  Aggie  looked  out  again.  li.  was  a 
sight  she  never  forgot;  with  the  great  waves  crashing  do vni 
on  the  shore,  and  the  line  of  straggling  figures  waist-deep 
in  the  white  foam,  in  which  were  scattered  here  and  there 
portions  of  the  boat,  oars,  sails,  and  nets. 

"  Well  done !  well  done ! "  the  squire  exclaimed.  "  They 
have  dragged  up  three  of  them.  I  don't  know  whether 
there  are  any  more." 

"Yes, yes, look!"  Aggie  cried;  "there,  out  in  the  waves 
—there,  I  can  see  a  head.  That's  just  about  where  I  was 
nearly  drowned.     0   grandpapa,   take   me  away— I  can't 

look  at  it." 

"There's  some  one  going  out  to  save  him,  Aggie;  listen 

to  the  cheer." 

Aggie  looked  again.  "0  grandpapa,  stop  him!  stop 
him! "  she  cried;  "  it's  James."  But  at  the  same  moment 
the  plunge  w".s  made  and  the  figure  lost  to  sight. 

Aggie  threw  her  arms  round  her  grandfather  and  hid 
her  face. 

"  1  can't  look,  I  can't  look,"  she  cried ;  "  tell  me  about  it." 

"There,  he  is  up;  bravo!"  the  squire  exclaimed,  almost 
as  excited  as  she  was;  "lie  has  dived  again,  dear  "—then 
after  a  pause—*'  there  he  is  close  to  him;  he  has  got  him, 
Aggie!  Now  he  his  wa'<f>ng  his  hand;  now  they  are  tighten- 
ing the  rope;  now  he  is  waving  his  hand  again  and  they 


are  waiting. 


There!" 


OR, 

they  came  within 

been  run  safely 

,ve  a  cry  and  put 

)oat  was  seen  to 

"  See,  they  are 
will  have  them 

!  spectators,  clu!?- 
;iipwrecked  crav, 
again.  It  was  a 
es  crashing  down 
igures  waist-deep 
3d  here  and  there 

claimed.     "  They 
I't  know  whether 

out  in  the  waves 
,bout  where  I  was 
ae  away — I  can't 

im,  Aggie ;  listen 

,  stop   him  I   stop 
the  same  moment 
to  sight, 
ndfather  and  hid 

'tell  me  about  it." 
exclaimed,  almost 
fain,  dear  " — then 
;  he  has  got  him, 
V  they  are  tightcn- 
d  again  and  they 


THE  WINNING  Oli'  A  CONTINENT. 


105 


There  was  a  pause  which  seemed  to  the  girl  to  be  endless; 
then  the  squire  cried : 

"They  have  got  them  out,  both  of  them;"  and  a  loud 
cheer  broke  from  all  standing  round. 

"  Comrc  along,  grandpapa,  let  us  go  down  to  them." 

"  Stay  a  moment,  my  dear,  they  may  be  hurt ;  it's  bet- 
ter you  should  not  go." 

The  girl  stood  with  her  hands  clasped  gazing  at  the  fish- 
ermen grouped  on  tlie  shore  stooping  over  the  prostrate 
figures,  then  one  of  them  stood  up  and  waved  his  hand, 
and  the  spectators  knew  that  all  was  well.  Then  the  girl 
ran  down  to  join  them. 

"Why,  Aggie!"  James  exclaimed  in  astonishment,  as 
she  pressed  forward;  "  why,  my  dear,  what  brings  you  here 
in  tliis  storm  ?     AVliatever  wiU  the  squire  say  ?  " 

"The  squire  has  brought  her  down  himself,"  Mr.  Lin- 
thorne  said,  following  closely  behind  his  granddaughter; 
"and  he  is  glad  ho  did,  James,  for  she  has  seen  a  grand 
sight.  You  arc  a  fine  fellow;"  and  he  wrung  the  lad's 
hand.     "A  grand  fellow,  Wilks,  isn't  he  ?  " 

"I  always  said  so,  squire,"  the  old  soldier  said,  his  face 
beaming  with  satisfactioji;  "but  now  lot  us  got  him  home, 
and  Aggie,  too— the  child  will  be  blown  away."  But  for 
a  minute  or  two  they  could  not  carry  James  off,  so  closely 
did  the  men  and  women  press  round  him  and  shake  him 
by  the  hand.  At  last  they  got  him  away,  and  escorted  by 
a  crowd  of  cheering  boys,  led  him  back  to  his  mother's. 

"Your  son  is  a  hero,  Mrs.  Walsham!"  the  squire  ex- 
claimed as  they  entered;  "but  don't  talk  to  him  now,  but 
mix  him  a  glass  of  hotgroi^-.  Wilks, you  get  him  between 
the  blankets  directly.  I  will  tell  his  mother  all  about  it 
while  slie  is  mixing  the  grog.  IIullo,  Aggie!  why,  bless 
the  child,  she's  fainted." 

Tlie  girl  had  borne  uji  till  they  reached  the  house,  toward 
which  the  wind  had  blown  her  along  as  she  clung  to  her 
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grandfather's  arm;  but  the  excitement  hud  been  too  much 
for  her,  and  the  instant  they  entered  the  room  she  luid 
dropped  into  an  arm-chair  and  at  once  lost  consciousness. 

Mrs.  Walsham  kept  her  presence  of  mind  in  spite  of  her 
bewilderment  at  these  sudden  occurrences.  She  at  once 
laid  the  girl  on  the  sofa,  removed  her  drij^ping  bonnet  and 
cloak,  and  poured  a  few  drops  of  brandy  between  her  lii)s, 
while  she  set  the  squire  to  work  to  chafe  her  hands.  Aggie 
soon  opened  her  eyes  and  recovered  her  consciousness. 

"Don't  try  to  get  up,  Aggie,"  Mrs.  Walsliam  said.  "  You 
are  faint  and  shaken  with  all  this  excitement.  Your  grand- 
papa and  I  were  two  very  foolish  people  to  let  you  come 
out.  Now,  Mr.  Wilks,  the  best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  find 
a  boy  outside,  and  send  him  up  to  the  Hall  with  a  message 
that  the  carriage  is  to  come  down  directly.  I  think,  Mr. 
Linthorue,  she  had  bettor  get  back  home.  I  should  be'ghid 
enough,  as  you  know,  to  keep  her  here  for  the  night;  but 
this  house  is  rocking  with  the  wind  now,  and  she  would 
not  be  likely  to  get  any  sleep  here.  I  will  run  uj)  and  see 
how  James  is,  and  if  he  is  all  right  I  will  come  up  with 
her  and  stop  the  night.  She  is  very  much  shaken,  and 
had  better  not  be  alone." 

Mrs.  Walsham  soon  came  down-stairs  again  and  said  that 
James  said  he  never  felt  better  in  his  life,  and  that  by  all 
means  she  was  to  go  np  to  the  JLiH.  She  then  sot  about 
and  prepared  a  cup  of  tea,  which  greatly  restored,  Aggie, 
and  by  the  time  the  carriage  arrived  the  girl  was  able  to 
walk  to  the  gate. 

Mr.  Wilks  had  offered  to  remain  with  James,  but  the 
latter  would  not  hear  of  it.  The  lad  was  indeed  well  pleased 
to  hear  tliat  they  were  all  going  up  to  the  JIall,  as  thereby 
he  escaped  hearing  any  more  of  his  own  praises,  l^esides, 
he  was  most  anxious  to  get  down  to  the  beach  again,  for  no 
one  could  say  what  might  take  place  there  before  morning. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  heard  the  door  close  he  jumped 
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out  of  bod,  and  when,  peeping  througii  the  blinds,  he  saw 
the  carriage  drive  off  witli  its  four  occupants  heat  once  be- 
gan to  dress,  lie  felt  bruised  and  sore  from  the  blows  ho 
had  received,  iind  a  red  wheal  round  his  chest  beneath  the 
arms  showed  wliere  the  rope  hid  almost  cut  into  the  llesh. 
However,  ho  soon  dressed  himself  and  descended  the  stairs, 
went  into  the  kitchen,  ami  told  the  astonished  girl  that  ho 
was  going  out;  then  having  m,ide  a  hasty  meal  of  bread 
and  cold  meat,  he  put  on  his  oilskins  again  und  started  for 
the  shore. 

lie  did  not,  however,  wait  long.  So  heavy  was  the  sea 
now  that  nothing  whatever  could  be  done  should  any  ves- 
sel drive  ashore,  and  as  for  the  fisher-boats,  the  sailors  shook 
their  heads  as  they  sjjoko  of  them.  "  They  were  farther 
away  to  the  west,  so  the  chaps  as  got  ashore  tells  us;  they 
may  have  got  in  somewhere  before  it  got  to  the  worst;  if 
not,  it  must  have  gone  hard  with  them.''  Finding  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  and  that  he  was ''much 
more  stiff  and  bruised  than  he  had  believed,  Jim  made 
his  way  back  again  and  turned  into  bed,  where  he  soon  fell 
aslec])  and  did  not  wake  until  the  following  mornin<i-. 

^  One  of  the  grooms  had  come  down  from  the  llalfat  six 
o'clock  to  inquire  how  he  was,  and  the  message  given  by 
tlie  girl  that  he  had  been  out,  but  that  he  had  come  back 
and  was  now  sound  asleep,  satisfied  Mrs.  AValsham,and  en- 
abled her  to  devote  her  undivided  attention  to  her  charge, 
wlio  needed  her  care  more  than  her  son.  Before  night,  in- 
deed, tJie  squire  had  sent  down  to  Sidmouth  for  Dr.  Wal- 
sham's  successor,  who  said  that  Aggie  was  very  feverish  and 
must  be  kept  perfectly  quiet  .^or  some  days.  lie  sent  her 
up  a  soothing  draught,  and  Mrs.  Walsham  sat  up  with  her 
all  night.  She  slept  but  little,  and  talked  almost  inces- 
s.mtly,  sometimes  rambling  a  little. 

The  first  thing  in  the  morning  the  doctor  was  again  sent 
for,  and  on  his  recommendation  the  squire  at  once  sent 
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off  a  man  on  horseback  to  Exeter  for  the  leadingpl.vsici-m 
oi  tl>at  town.  When  ho  arrived  late  in  the  ufterno™.  w 
g.e™  somewhat  ,,„ieteran„  hi, report  ..s n^oreoZ-tl 

w      l";f  ""'''"■'""''  '"  ''"™"'  "-„,„r„ing%nd 
h     1,0  th,nk-3  the  sympton^s  are  abating.     Undoubtedly 

exposure.    A  very  little  more  and  it  would  have  been  a 

oLt  d  I  t  T?"  'T  ''"™  "■•"■"'-'"ed  are  taking 
olteet,  and  I  trust  she  w.U  soon  fall  asleep.  As  you  re- 
quested,! have  made  my  arrangements  for  staying  CI  to- 
^of^l-lli'™'  ""^'  ^^  "'»  "'-'"«  «  ^-'ai^avriL-r 
Mr.  VV'ilks  had  gone  down  the  first  thing  inthomornimr 

vi";;;.'";::-  t  """"  'r  ■"'  ""^  »'»•■*  -  -"«"  ' 

was  vei,  greatly  concerned  at  hearing  that  Aggie  had 
P  ssed  .a  had  n.ght.  and  ean,e  four  tin°os  up  t„°the  IM 
1  nng  he  day  to  inquire  about  her;  a„d  on  his  last  /is 
late  m  the  evennig,  he  was  told  that  she  was  sleeping  quietlv' 
and  that  the  doctor  had  every  hope  that  she  wo'ld  wake 
m  the  n,orun,g  free  from  fever.  This  proved  to  be  1  e 
case;  but  she  was  ordered  to  keep  her  bed  for  a  day  o,  two 

m,?eh  "',';,"""-"'"S  "«"  "'»  «*«"«  ">o  wind  had  gone  down 
much,  although  a  tremendous  sea  was  still  breaking  on  the 

ore         essages  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  da°v  to  say 
tha  a  1  the  n„ssing  boats,  with  one  exception,  luul  suc- 

■cded  n,  ga,n,ng  the  shore  before  the  storn.  wasinll  ™ 
J  ho  missnig  boat  was  never  heard  of  a-ain 

Two  days  later  James  Walshan,  had  strolled  up  the  hill 


It  was 


r;;      f  '^^V""- "'''  '''''  <5«t.ormined  to  show  itself  ut 
Its  best  before  leaving.     It  could  not  be  said  that  Jamos 


ii  I 
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^    was  studying,  for  he  was  watching  the  vessels  passing  far 

I    out  at  sea  and  inwardly  moi.ning  over  the  fact  that  he  was 

r    destined  for  a  profession  for  which  he  liad  no  real  liking 

;    instead  of  being  free  to  choose  one  of  travel  and  adventure 

•        Presently  he  heard  voices  behind  him.     Tlie  position  in 

which  he  was  lying  was  a  little  distance  down  on  the  slopes 

on  the  seaward  side  of  the  path,  and  as  a  screen  of  bushes 

giw  behind  It  he  could  not  be  seen  by  any  one  passing 

"All  the  men  with  their  pistols  and  cutlasses  are  to  as- 
semb  e  here  at  ten  o'clock  to-night,  Johnson,  but  do  not 
give  them  orders  too  late,  and  let  them  come  up  one  bv 
one  so  as  not  to  attract  attention.     Lipscombe'smenare  to 
assemble  at  the  same  hour  and   march  to  meet  us.     This 
time,  I  think,  there  is  no  mistake.     The  cargo  is  to  be 
hjnced  where  I  told  you.     It  will  be  higli  tide  at  twelve 
o  clock,  and  they  are  sure  to  choose  that  hour,  so  that  the 
cutter  can  run  close  in.     I  have  sent  oil  a  man  on  horse- 
back  to  AVeymouth  for  the  revenue  cutter  to  come  round. 
It  she  s  in  time  we  shall  catch  that  troublesome  lugger  as 
jell  as  her  cargo     8he  has  been  a  thorn  in  our  side  for 
the  ast  year.     This  time  I  do  hope  we  shall  have  her." 

The  speakers  then  mov.a  on  out  of  hearing,  but  James 
U  alsham  recognized  the  voice  as  that  of  the  revenue  officer 
commanding  the  force  at  Sidmouth 

Smuggling  was  at  that  time  carried  on  on  a  large  scale 
along  the  coast  and  there  were  frequent  collisions  between 
hose  engaged  m  it  and  the  revenue  officers.     The  svm  a 
hies  of  the  population  were  wholly  with  the  smu^de    , 

o  t  me  fo  I     r  'T-'-     ^^'•''''  '^  ''''  ^''''''^-'^  i'rom  time 
to  time  took  a  hand  m  smuggling  cruises,  and  the  country 

t.u  I  ymg  the  cargoes. 
When  out  in  their  boats  at  night  James  had  often  heard 
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the  fishernin-ii  tell  stories  of  tlieir  smuggling  adventures, 
and  more  than  once  ho  had  heen  with  them  when  they  had 
boarded  a  lugger  laden  with  contraband,  to  warn  them  that 
the  revenue  cutter  was  on  the  cruising  ground,  and  it 
would  not  be  safe  to  attempt  to  run  cargo  at  present.  He 
now  determined  at  once  that  he  would  warn  the  smugglers 
of  their  danger.  The  question  was,  Where  was  the  cargo 
to  be  run  ?  The  otticer  had  not  mentioned  the  spot,  but 
as  the  force  from  the  next  station  to  the  east  was  to  co- 
operate, it  must  be  somewhere  between  the  two. 

Waiting  till  the  speakers  must  have  gone  well  along  the 
cliff,  ho  rose  to  his  feet  and  returned  to  Sidmouth.  He 
thought  at  first  of  telling  some  of  the  fishermen  what  he 
had  heard,  but  as,  in  the  event  of  an  affray,  it  might  come 
out  how  the  smugglers  hiid  been  warned  of  the  intention  of 
the  revenue  ofllicers,  he  thought  there  would  be  less  risk  in 
giving  them  warning  himself.  He  knew  every  path  down 
the  cliff  for  miles,  and  trusted  that  he  should  be  able  to 
make  his  way  down  and  give  the  boats  notice  of  their  dan- 
ger before  the  revenue  men  reached  the  shore. 

At  nine  o'clock  ho  dressed  himself  in  the  rough  sailor's 
suit  he  wore  when  ho  went  out  with  the  fishermen,  and 
started  along  the  clilf.  For  some  distance  he  kept  well  in- 
land, as  the  officer  might  have  placed  a  man  on  the  look- 
out to  stop  any  one  going  toward  the  scene  of  action.  The 
spot  he  thought  the  most  likely  was  a  mile  and  a  half  along 
the  shore.  There  was  a  good  landing-place,  and  an  easy 
path  up  the  cliff,  and  he  knew  that  cargoes  had  been  more 
than  once  run  here.  Accordingly,  when  he  reached  this 
spot  he  sat  down  ainong  some  bushes  on  the  edge  of  the 
cliff,  and  waited  for  some  sort  of  signal.  Half  an  hour 
later  he  heard  the  tramp  of  a  number  of  men  passing  along 
behind  him. 

"  There  go  the  revenue  men,"  he  thought  to  himself.  "  I 
suppose  they  are  going  to  ?ueet  those  coming  the  other  way." 
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rht  to  himself.   '*  I 
ng  the  other  way." 


An  hour  passed  without  further  sound,  and  James  be- 
gan to  get  uneasy.  If  tiiis  was  the  spot  fixed  for  the  land- 
ing, some  of  the  country  people  ought  to  be  arriving  by 
this  time  to  help  to  carry  off  tlie  cargo.  Tliey  mightl  for 
aught  ho  knew,  be  already  near,  waiting  for  the  signal  be- 
fore tliey  descended  the  i)at]i.  Xo  doubt  the  revenue  men 
would  be  lying  in  wait  a  sliort  distance  off,  and  would  al- 
low the  friends  of  the  smugglers  to  go  down  to  the  water 
without  letting  them  know  of  their  presence. 

He  kept  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  water  to  the  east,  watching 

,   anxiously  for  the  appearance  of  a  light.     Presently  ho 

,   started.     Immediately  in  front  of  him,  almut  a  mile  at  sea, 

^::  u  bright  light  was  sliown.     In  a  second   it  disappeared. 

I  liree  times  it  flashed  out,  and   then  all  was  dark.     Tho 

night  was  a  very  dark  one.     Tliere  was  no  moon,  and  tho 

stars  were  obscured,  and  altliough  he  strained  his  eyes  to 

tlie  utmost  he  could  not  make  out  the  vessel  from  which 

the  light  had  been  shown. 

"How  foolisli  to  show  such  a  briglit  light!"  he  said  to 
himself.  "It  would  have  been  almost  sure  to  attract  the 
attention  of  any  one  on  the  watch." 

He  made  his  way  to  the  path  and  descended  to  the  edge 
of  the  water,  and  waited,  expecting  momentarily  to  be 
joined  by  people  from  above.  H„t  no  one  came.  IIo 
strained  Ins  ears  listening  for  the  fall  of  approaching  oars: 
but  all  was  silent. 

Half  an  hour  passed,  and  then  it  flashed  across  him  that 
tlie  signal  must  have  been  made  to  deceive  the  revenue 
men  and  to  cause  them  to  assemble  at  that  spot,  and  so 

,Ie;r.e  the  point  really  determined  uj.on  free  for  operations. 

f     AVith  an  exclamation  of  disgust  at  his  own  stupiditv  in 
having  been  deceived,  James  ran  up  the  path  again  at^tho 
top  of  his  speed,  and  then  took  the  road  along  the  cliff 
lor  two  miles  he  ran  without  interruption, and  then  sawa 
(lark  mass  lu  front  of  him.    He  turned  off  instantly  to  the 
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left.  Doubtless  he  had  been  liwird  approaching,  for  two 
or  three  men  detached  tlieinselvcH  from  tlie  rest,  and  started 
to  cut  liim  off.  James  ran  straiglit  inland,  and  in  the 
darkness  .soon  lost  sight  of  his  pursuers.  Then  he  turned 
and  made  for  the  clitl  again.  Two  or  three  hundred  yards 
further  along  there  was  another  path  to  the  shore,  and  this 
he  had  no  doubt  now  was  the  one  the  smugglers  were  about 
to  use.  He  struck  the  cliff  within  a  few  yards  of  the  spot.  » 
In  an  instant  two  men  jumped  uj)  and  seized  hiir. 

"  Who  are  you  ?  " 

For  an  instant  James  thought  that  his  assailants  were 
revenue  men,  l)ut  even  in  the  darkness  he  saw  tiiat  they 
were  countrymen. 

"Quick!"  ho  said.  "The  revenue  men  are  close  at  hand. 
They  are  watching  two  or  three  hundred  yards  along. 
Listen !     Here  they  come." 

A  trampling  of  feet  coming  rapidly  along  the  cliff  was 
clearly  heard,  and  the  men  withanoatit  released  their  hold 
and  ran  off,  giving  a  loud  whistle,  and  made  for  their  carts, 
Avhich  were  stationed  a  few  hundred  yards  inland.  James 
dashed  down  the  path,  shouting  at  the  top  of  his  voiee. 
He  had  not  gone  many  yards  before  he  met  a  number  of 
men  coming  up  Avith  tubs  of  spirits  on  their  shoulders. 

"Throw  them  down,"  he  cried,  "and  make  along  the 
shore.     The  revenue  men  are  close  behind." 

His  advice  was  taken  at  once.  The  tubs  were  thrown 
down,  and  went  leaping  and  bounding  down  to  the  shore, 
while  the  men  followed  James  at  full  speed  down  the  path. 

Their  pursuers  were  close  behind.  There  was  no  longer 
any  use  in  concealment.  Their  officer  shouted  to  them  to 
press  forward  at  full  speed,  while  from  the  beach  below  a 
hubbub  of  voices  suddenly  broke  out,  and  at  the  same  mo- 
ment a  blue  light  was  lit  on  the  cliff  above. 

"  iSeat  them  back,  my  lads,"  one  of  the  smugglers  was 
ghouting  as  James  ran  down  to  the  little  crowd  of  men 


OR, 

oacliing,  for  two 
;  rest,  jindsturted 
iiiul,  and  in  the 
'J'hon  ho  turned 
:jo  luindred  yards 
10  shore,  and  tliis 
jglers  were  about 
r'ards  of  tlie  spot.  » 
zed  liin.. 

s  assailants  were 
10  saw  that  they 

are  close  at  hand, 
•ed  yards  along. 

3ng  the  cliff  was 
leased  their  hold 
lIo  for  their  carts, 
s  inland.  James 
top  of  his  voiee. 
net  a  number  of 
oir  shoulders, 
make  along  the 
1." 

ubs  were  thrown 
3wn  to  the  shore, 
;d  down  the  path, 
are  was  no  longer 
outed  to  them  to 
iie  beach  below  a 
I  at  the  same  mo- 
-e. 

le  smugglers  was 
le  crowd  of  men 


THE    WINN1N(J    OK   A   CONTINENT. 


iia 


Klandin,!,'  ^car  two  bouts;  "woarclive  to  oneagain.st  them; 
come  on." 

"Surrender  in  tlio  king's  name,"  the  rovonuo  oHlocr 
.sliouted,  as  he  ruslied  forward,  followed  by  his  men. 

The  answer  wa.s  a  pistol-sliot,  and  in  a  moment  a  furi- 
ous mvJee  began.  The  advantage  in  number.s  was  all  on 
tlie  side  of  tlie  smugglers.  Those  vvho  had  landed  with 
the  kegs  were  all  armed  with  pistol  jind  cuthuss,  and  the 
countrymen  had  heavy  sticks  and  bl  ilgeons.  The  ten 
revenue  men  would  have  been  overpowi  red,  but  suddenly 
a  ;hout  was  heard,  and  another  party  of  sailors  ran  up  along 
the  shore  and  joined  in  the  fray.  It  was  the  detachment 
from  the  other  station,  whhch  had  been  waiting  at  some 
litile  distance  along  the  shore  for  the  signal  from  above. 

"To  the  boat,  lads,"  the  leader  of  the  smugglers  shouted; 
"we  are  caught  in  a  trap." 

Tlie  smugglers  rushed  to  the  boats,  and  James,  who  was 
standing  by  the  water's  edge,  leaped  on  board  with  them. 
Most  of  the  cour  try  people  fled  at  once  along  the  shore, 
pursued  by  some  of  the  revenue  men,  while  the  others  made 
a  rnsli  for  the  boats.  These  had  been  kept  afloat  a  few 
yards  from  the  shore.  Grapnels  had  been  dropped  over 
their  sterns,  and  as  the  men  in  charge  hauled  out  the  mo- 
ment the  fight  began,  they  were  in  water  shoulder  deep 
wlien  the  smugglers  scrambled  on  board. 

The  revenue  men  dashed  in  after  them  and  strove  to 
hold  the  boats;  but  they  were  beaten  olT  with  oars  and  cut- 
lasses, and  the  boats  were  soon  hauled  out  into  deep  water. 
The  grapnels  Avere  lifted,  and  the  men,  many  of  whom  wero 
wounded  more  or  less  severely  in  the  fray,  got  out  their 
oars  and  pulled  to  the  lugger  amid  a  dropping  fire  of  pistol- 
Bhots  from  shore. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


PRESSED. 


Many  and  deep  were  the  maledictions  uttered  as  tho 
smugglers  climbed  on  board  their  vessel;  but  their  captain 
said  cheerily: 

"  Never  mind,  luds,  it  might  have  been  worse;  it  was  only 
the  first  cargo  of  tubs,  and  half  of  those  weren't  ashore; 
the  lace  and  silk  are  all  right,  so  no  great  harm  is  done. 
Set  to  work  and  get  up  sail  as  soon  as  you  can;  likely 
enough  there  is  a  cutter  in  the  offing;  that  blue  light  must 
have  been  a  signal.  They  seem  to  have  got  news  of  our 
landing  somehow." 

The  crew  at  once  set  to  work  to  get  up  sail.  Three  or 
four  of  the  countrymen,  who  had,  like  James,  got  on  board 
the  boats,  stood  in  a  group  looking  on  confused  and  helpless; 
but  James  lent  his  assistance  until  the  sails  were  hoisted 
and  the  craft  began  to  move  through  the  Avater. 

"  Now  then,"  the  captain  said,  "  let  us  go  below  and  look 
at  the  wounds;  we  daren't  show  a  light  here  on  deck." 

The  wounds  were  for  the  most  part  slashes  and  blows  with 
cutlasses,  for  in  the  darkness  and  confusion  of  the  fight  only 
two  of  the  bullets  had  taken  effect :  one  of  tho  smugglers  had 
fallen  shot  through  the  head,  while  one  of  those  on  board  had 
his  arm  broken  by  a  pistol  ball.  "  Now  for  our  passengers," 
the  captain  said  after  the  wounds  had  boon  bandaged. 

"  Who  are  you  ?"  and  he  lifted  a  lantern  to  James'  face. 
"  Why,  it  is  young  Mr,  Walsham ! "  he  exclaimed  in  surprise, 
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.T.Mues  k.nu-  tl...  mai.  ihmv.  for  i1h>  I„,;.,r  liad  sevend 

nnrs  p.U  n.  at  Sidn.o.ah,  wlHT.,  coming  in  as  a  poan-ubln 
trader,  (h-  r..vcnu<.  oilicers,  although  well  aware  of  the  u'l- 
'"'•';;'»   ''^•';  v-atio,,,  were  unable  lo  touch  lu,.,  as  vessel. 

f.-uM  only  h.  ...znl  wIumi  tliey  had  contraband  on  boanl. 
W  hy,  what  brings  yon  into  this  allair,  young  master  ?  " 
^        James  related  the  conversation  he  had  overheard,  and 
i..s  .  eternunatn.n  to  warn  the  sn.ugglers  of  their  danger. 

1  ..iiouM  have  managed  it  in  plenty  of  time  if  T  ha.l 
known  the  exact  spot  on  which  you  were  going  to  land;  but 
I  s^.w  a  signal  hght  two  miles  down  the  coast,  and  that  kept 
nie  there  for  hall  an  hour.  It  struck  me  then  it  was -i 
#  ruse  to  attract  the  olllcers  from  the  re  .1  spot  of  landing,  but 
though  I  ran  as  hard  as  I  could  I  was  only  just  before  tLm." 
Thank  you  heartdy,"  the  smuggler  said.    "I  expect  you 

without  raismgan  alarm,  and  the  fellows  on  the  shore  would 
have  come  up  quietly  and  taken  us  by  surprise  as  we  were 

*  ^2  "r-^^^  ^^T''^''-  ''^'-''^'^  3-.,  we  hr; 

;;  Vou  can't  put  me  ashore,  T  suppose  ? "  James  said. 

■4  that  cat  e^  7'   '   w  '  """^^^""  ''^'^''"^-    "  ^  ^'^''^  "0  d'>"bt 
I  that  cutter  from  A\eymouth  is  somewhere  outside  us  and 

-e  must  get  well  off  the  coast  before  n.onung.         .  " 

1    •    L"""'*  ^"^  "''''"''«  "'^'solf  to  make  fresh  arrangements 
for  gettn.g  my  cargo  landed."  t,tments 

James  went  on  deck  again;  the  breeze  was  light,  and  the 
;-^^gor  was  slipping  along  .p.ietly  through  the  wat         I  o 

Kuuv  that  the  lugger  was  running  west  kecnin-.   ./p]   . 

|out,Klc.   IIo  wcKlorocl  „l,.t  they  would  ,ay  at  kLo  'vl'," 
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it  was  foiiiul  that  he  was  mispiiig;  but  eousuk'tl  himself  by 
thinking  tliat  his  mother,  who  was  still  up  at  the  Hall,  would 
no  doubt  suppose  that  he  had  gone  out  for  a  night's  fishing, 
as  ho  had  often  done  before,  and  that  as  she  was  away  ho 
had  forgotten  to  leave  word  with  the  servant. 

Suddenly  a  blue  light  burned  out  on  the  top  of  the  clilf. 

An  angry  exclamation  broke  from  the  captain,  who  was 
•standing  at  the  helm. 

"Confound  it  I"  he  exclaimed;  "  they  have  caught  sight 
of  us  from  the  cliff,  and  are  signalling  our  whereabouts  to 
the  cutter." 

As  he  spoke  he  turned  the  vessel's  head  seaward,  and  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  sailed  straight  out. 

"  Now,"  he  said  quietly,  "  1  think  we  must  be  out  of 
sight  of  those  fellows  on  shore.  Get  her  on  the  other  tack, 
lads,  but  be  as  quiet  as  you  can  about  it;  there's  no  saying 
how  close  the  cutter  may  be  to  us." 

The  great  sails  were  lowered  as  the  boat's  head  paid  off 
to  the  east.  The  yards  were  shifted  to  the  other  sides  of 
the  masts,  and  the  sails  hoisted  again,  and  the  lugger  began 
to  retrace  her  way  back  along  the  coast. 

"  It's  just  a  chance  now,"  the  captain  said  to  James,  who 
was  standing  close  by  him,  "  whether  the  commander  of 
the  cutter  guesses  or  not  that  we  shall  change  our  course; 
he  Avill  know  we  are  likely  enough  to  do  it," 

"  What  should  you  do  if  you  were  in  his  place  ?  "  James 
said. 

"  I  should  run  straight  out  to  sea  and  lay  to  eight  or  ten 
miles  off;  he  would  be  able  to  make  us  out  then  at  daylight 
whichever  course  Ave  take,  whereas,  by  trying  to  follow  in 
the  dark  he  would  run  the  chance  of  missing  us  altogether. 
I  wish  the  wind  would  get  up  a  bit;  we  are  not  moving 
through  the  water  more  than  three  knots  an  hour,  and  it's 
dying  away.  However,  I  fancy  it  will  blow  up  again  in 
the  morning.'* 
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"Do  you  know  whether  she  is  faster  than  you  are'" 
James  asked. 

"  There  is  not  much  diircrenee,"  tlie  captain  replied     '"  1  f 
lie  wmd  IS  strong  we  have  the  legs  of  her,  but  in  a  light 
breeze  she  is  the  fastest.     She  has  chased  us  half  a  dozen 
tmies  already,  but  wo  have  always  given  her  the  slip." 

i  hen,  even  if  she  docs  run  out  to  sea  as  you  say/'  James 
Huid,  "we  ought  to  be  safe,  as  we  should  be  a  dozen  miles 
or  so  along  the  coast." 

for  she  would  be  so  much  to  the  seaward,  still  that  would 
be  for  enough;  but  she  will  begin  to  fire  long  before  wo 
are  m  range,  and  will  bring  any  other  king's  ship  within 
hearing  down  on  us.  However,  I  dare  say  we  will  give  her 
the  slip  as  we  have  done  before." 

The  hours  passed  slowly.  The  wind  continued  to  drop 
until  the  vessel  scarcely  moved  through  the  water,  Jd 

;  nH   fl  ""       K    1  '"'''^'  '''''  ^'^  ^^^*  '-^^d  ^«re  worked 
vmtil  the  day  broke.     AH  eyes  were  on  the  look-out  for  the 
cutter  as  the  day-dawn  began  to  steal  over  the  sky. 
lenJh^Mv       ^;'«"^\f"«"--V'the  captain  exclaimed  at 
length,     ly,„g    o  on  the  watch  some  eight  miles  to  the 

kv    >.  f  r  J""        r'  '"'"  "''  *■"'  ^"  '''''  ''S^^'^  the  light 
feKy,  but  like  ourselves  she  is  becalmed  " 

It  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  however,  before  the  position 

equal  distance  seaward,  for  the  tide  had  set  against  her. 
smooth       ■""ll""'"  ^''^'''  '"'^^  '^''''  ''^''  «^'^^  ^-^^  P«^-f-'ctly 
lines  on  the  water  that  showed  that  ^  breeze  was  coming 


I  I 


118 


WITH  WOLFE  IK  CANADA:  OK, 


'Wo  shall  have  plenty  of  wind  presently,"  tlio  skipper 
s.u,l.  "  See  how  light  the  sky  is  to  the  south;  there  will  bo 
jvlute  tops  on  the  waves  in  an  hour  or  two.  Here  comes  a 
lliiw.  Haul  in  your  sheets,  lads— now  she  begins  to  move  " 
The  puff  did  not  last  long,  dying  away  to" nothing  in  "a 
few  minutes,  and  then  the  lugger  lay  immovable  again. 
Ihe  men  whistled,  stamped  the  deck  impatiently,  and  cast 
anxious  glances  back  at  the  cutter. 

"She  is  walking  along  fast,"  the  skipper  said,  as  he  ex- 
ammed  her  through  a  glass.  "  She  has  got  tlie  wind  steady 
and  must  be  slipping  along  at  six  knots  an  hour.  This  is 
hard  luck  on  us.  If  we  don't  get  the  breeze  soon  it  will 
be  a  close  thing  of  it." 

Another  quarter  of  an  hour  passed  without  a  breath  of 
wind  ruffling  the  water.  The  cutter  was  fully  two  miles 
nearer  to  them  than  when  she  had  first  been  seen,  and  was 
holding  the  wind  steadily. 

"Here  it  comes,  lads,''  the  skipper  aiid  cheerfully.  "An- 
other ten  minutes  and  we  shall  have  our  share." 

The  time  seemed  long  indeed  before  the  dark  line  on  the 
water  reached  the  lugger,  and  there  was  something  like  a 
cheer  from  the  crew  as  the  craft  heeled  slightly  over  and  then 
iKigan  to  move  through  the  water.  It  was  the  true  breeze 
this  time,  and  increased  every  moment  in  force  till  tlie 
lugger  was  lying  well  over  with  a  white  wave  at  her  bow 

But  the  cutter  liad  first  gained  by  the  freshening  breeze, 
and  James  Walsham,  looking  back  at  her,  judged  that  there 
were  not  more  than  four  miles  of  water  between  the  boats. 
Ihe  jreeze  was  nearly  due  west,  and  as  the  lugger  was 
headed  as  close  as  she  would  lie  to  it  the  cutter  had  hauled 
in  her  sheets  and  lay  up  on  the  same  course,  so  that  thev 
were  now  sailing  almost  parallel  to  each  otKjr 

"  IJ  we  could  change  places,"  the  skipper  said,  "  we  should 
be  safe.  ^  e  can  sail  nearer  the  wind  than  she  can,  but  she 
can  edge  away  now,  and  has  all  the  advantage  of  us  " 
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James  had  already  perceived  this,  and  wondered  that  the 
lugger  did  not  pay  off  before  the  wind  so  as  to  make  a  stern 
chase  of  it. 

«  rn  r""*  *""  ^^^ '''  ^^"^  ""'^^^  ^'"'<^'^*^^  ''"<^'"  the  skipper  said. 

Likely  enough  tliere  is  another  cutter  somewhere  inshore 
It  IS  quite  enough  to  have  one  of  these  fellows  at  one's  heels  " 

Another  half-hour  and  the  cutter,  edging  in,  was  little 
over  three  miles  distant;  then  the  skipper  gave  the  word, 
the  helm  was  put  down,  the  sheets  slackened  off,  and  in  a 
minute  the  lugger  was  running  dead  before  the  wind  with 
her  sails  boomed  out  one  on  either  side.  The  cutter  fol- 
lowed her  example,  and  hoisted  a  large  square  sail.  The 
wind  was  blowing  fresh  now,  and  the  sea  was  getting  up 
^ot  a  Cloud  was  to  be  seen  in  the  sky,  and  the  sun  shone 
brightly  on  the  white  heads  which  were  beginning  to  show 
on  the  water  The  lugger  was  tearing  along,  occasionally 
throwing  a  cloud  of  spray  over  her  bows  and  leaving  a 
track  of  white  water  behind  her. 

"I  think  she  still  gains  on  us,"  the  captain  said  to  the 
mate,  who  had  taken  the  helm. 

"Ay,  she  is  gaining,"  the  sailor  agreed;  "but  the  wind  is 
freshening  eveiy  minute.  She  can't  carry  that  top-sail 
much  longer.     It's  pressing  her  bows  under  now." 

said         ""'"  ^°  ''^"''''^  ""'  ^""'^  ''''^''''"*^  '^'"  ^^''^   ^^^PP^r 
The  commander  of  the  cutter  seemed  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  for  just  as  he  spoke  the  top-sail  was  seen  to  flutter 
and  then  descended  to  the  deck.     It  was  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour  before  the  skipper  spoke  again. 

f  1  "  wii^^J!;*'"'^  ^^'^"*^  ^^^^  «"^  °^"'"  lie  said.    « I  didn't 
think  the  Polli/  could  have  held  her  running  " 

"She  couldn't  in  a  light  wind,"  the  mate  replied;  "but 
M'lth  this  wind  it  will  want  a  fast  boat  to  boat  he.. " 
^^^Ihe  hands  were  now  set  to  work  shifting  the  kegs  further 
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"  Tha.  s  better/'  the  skipper  said  presently    "  T 

inSg^tttTeiltl^:?'  '^;  ';'^^-  -  "ow  te„. 
imd  strong  tl,e  stavsTirw  ,  f        ■"  "'•"■"  ''"  "»«'* 

hauled  on  board  ''  ''^'^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^oom  was 

.7  *''*^"g'^t  it  would  be  too  much  for  them  "  ih.  v 
said  exultantly     "Thovn,..      .  "^"/^^  ^«em,    the  skipper 
"\Va^    111.      -^^ley  are  going  to  reef." 

"T'li   1    ij  <-ouia  Dear  for  some  timp  " 

was  still  do  ,dks    bJt  tL  '      '"  '"'■"'"■    T'"'  «kr 

aster„,andrknew  1    f^ '""'■■,?' f"''''  "■""  ""-^^  »'««« 
There  were     vm    I    t/  '  ""'/  ""^  """« "^ » ^i?""!- 

down  the  Chann       T„^t,     V.u   "«'"  °"  "'«''■  «y  »P  »■• 

ertly  at  a  larse  shin  n^\7        .,       """^  "'"'  S»^«d  ^am- 
awa^.  *       '^ '"'  ""  «**'"''•  '"^am  some  four  miles 

"That  is  a  frigate,  sure  enough,"  he  exclaimed.    "We 
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are  fairly  caught  between  them.     Haul  in  the  sheets,  lads- 
We  will  have  a  try  for  it  yet."  ' 

The  lugger  was  brought  s'harp  up  into  the  wirul,  and  wis 
soon  staggering  ulongsouwurd  with  the  lee  bulwa  k  1  o 
nnder  water     Tho  cutter  instantly  lowered  her  square": 

Ti  ute      All        '  '""^f '  '"'^'^""'^^  '^  ^'-^  ^  g'-  --T 
minute.     All  eyes  were  turned  toward  the  frigate,  which 

was  now  on  the  port  beam.  "      ' 

"We  shall  cross  two  miles  to  windward  of  her  "  the  skip 

wil7do  It  "J?^;'  ^'"^''  '"  ^'''  '''''''  ''  '^"''^^•t^'-  «f  «'^  hour 

w      f  .r  ;.        1'"  ''  '"''  ^'  '''''''  ^^''  Snns.     The  wind 
will  take  them  down  to  her." 

"Ah,  there  she  goes." 

As  he  spoke  a  puff  of  smoke  darted  out  from  the  frigate's 
bow.  Her  sails  fluttered  and  her  head  bore  roui  d1„ui 
she  was  on  the  same  tack  as  the  ]u.r.er  The  1-it  p,  w 
now  about  equidistant  from  her  two^C^.r^TWitT:: 
and  the  lugger  were  nearly  abreast,  but  the  former  being 
to  windward  could  edge  down.  The  frigate  was  tlii^t 
miles  to  leeward,  but  she  was  fully  a  mile  lead. 

There  is  no  way  out  of  it,"  the  skipper  said  bitterly. 

w   litl  if  br""    'V''^  ""^  "^'^^  ^^^"^  ^^-  f-g=^te,  but 
ith  thi    breeze  we  have  no  chance  with  her.     Look  how 
she  IS  piling  on  sail ! " 

The  crow  sl,.ro,l  tl,o  captain's  opinio.,;  some  shook  their 
fists  and  onrsed  v,„nly  ut  tl,eir  pursuers,  some  stood  sullen  y 
co«-l„,g,  wh,le  the  French  portion  of  the  erew  gave  wy  to 
^M  outbursts  of  rage.  Rapidly  the  three  vessels  closed  n 
toward  each  other,  for  the  cutter  edged  in  so  rapi,  1  •  th" 
«.e  ngger  was  o>.Iiged  to  bear  off  toward  tho  fri^  ga 
As  a  las  hope  the  lugger's  course  was  changed,  and  she 
Zf       f  r'"'";'«'  •""  "'"  """"'"  «'gl"  »■!  power  0? 
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"  Lower  the  sails,"  the  skipper  s-iif?     "  n  ; 
farthpr      TJ. .  •     •  1      ,    ""'ippi-r  s.iia.      Jt  is  no  use  coin^ 

"Get  ready,  liuls,"t]|„sjj.,      «ti,        ■    •     , 
el."nce  j-ot.    Sl.o  will  „,„  ^-  .f  Tl  o  instr  T  "  '"'?"'' 
sail  again.    IVo  sl.all  be  a  mil^.w^Lfot  " '"'"',"'' 

round  into  the  wind  aguin.  I  The  doosn  t  '^  T  ^^  '■'" 
Iier  shot  we  may  weather  her  vet  W.  'r'?'"  "'  "'"' 
cutter."  "."wier  tier  jet.    AV e  needn't  mind  the 

to  ronnd  t;  ^::uT£i^^z^::^r  "^H 

,  "Bown  trr^id:  ':trr:&;hr^^ 

shouted;  "wo  sii'ill  Iv.L  o  k       i    i        ^    '     ^'^^  captain 
,      »o  sjuiii  Jiave  a  broadside  in  a  minute  " 

In  a  moment  the  deck  was  eloar  of  ..n  !f*     , 

and  his  mate,  who  stood  aUheSler  ^^"  ::7  .^^^ ''^^" 
slowly  round  -ind  thpn  no  i  ^'®  ^"^^*®  ^^ept 

siK>tLtit;:itYu;:;xx"ir^^^^^^^ 

mile  to  the  windward  T^!  ?  ,  ^  t'^'ee-quarters  of  a 
struck  the.:;:  :  ;J^/;:^,^7--^  overhead,  one 
she  was  untouched.  ^        "^^  *^'  "^"^'  ^^^  «"11 

to  u^'";f  '?''  '^^"*'  '^'^^^*  ^«  "«''^^-  ^^'«  c"tter  as  they  did 
to  us,    the  skipper  said.     "  She  won't  fire  again  '       ^ 

o"''  "r  'ig'iin  into  the  wind  firhio>  fi,^  * 

she  carried  on  her  broadsido  •.«  I  ^         ^°"''  ^""' 

unci  "iO'iusiae  as  slie  came  1'ound      T>,/i  i,, 

srrrh:fhn"t'nv'^^"^'^^^^^ 

11.       .,  "  T^'iiit!!,  ootn  guing  free.     Th    " 
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and  the  sliot  struck  splinters  from  the  lugger's  quarter. 
The  crew  were  on  deck  again  now, 

"Train  tluit  gun  over  the  stern,  "  the  skipper  said.  "If 
we  can  knoek  her  mast  out  of  her  we  are  saved;  if  not, 
they  will  have  us  yet." 

He  had  scarcely  s])oken  Avhen  there  was  a  crash:  a  shot 
from  the  cutter  Jiad  struck  the  mizzen  mast  a  few  feet 
above  the  deck,  and  the  mast  and  sail  fell  over  leeward. 
There  was  a  cry  of  rage  and  disnuiy. 

"Luck's  against  us,"  the  skipper  said  bitterly.  "Down 
with  the  sail,  lads;  this  time  it  is  all  up  with  us."  The  sail 
was  lowered,  and  the  lugger  lay  motionless  in  the  water 
until  tho  cutter  came  up  and  lay  within  fifty  yards  of  her. 

A  boat  was  at  once  lowered,  and  an  officer  was  rowed  to 
the  lugger. 

"  So  we  have  caught  you,  my  friends,  at  last,"  he  said  as 
he  sprang  on  board. 

"  You  wouldn't  have  done  it  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
frigate,"  the  skipper  said. 

"No;  I  wilUay  your  craft  sails  like  a  witch,"  the  officer 
replied.  "  I  wish  we  could  have  done  it  without  her.  It  will 
make  all  the  difference  to  us;  the  frigate  will  get  the  lion's 
share  of  the  prize.  What  is  the  value  of  your  cargo  ?  " 
^^  "Two  hundred  kegs  of  brandy,"  the  skipper  replied, 
"  and  fifteen  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  lace  and  silks." 

"A  g  )od  prize,"  the  officer  said.  "  Not  your  own,  I  hope, 
for  you  have  made  a  brave  chase  of  it." 

"  No,"  the  skij)per  answered.  "  Fortunately  I  only  took 
a  very  small  share  this  time;  it's  bad  enough  to  lose  my 
boat;  I  own  two-thirds  of  her." 

"I  am  sorry  for  you,"  the  officer  said,  for  he  was  in  high 
spirits  at  the  success  of  the  chase  and  could  afTord  to  bo 
pleasant.  "Hero  comes  a  boat  from  the  frigate.  You 
played  them  a  rare  trick,  and  might  have  got  of!  if  it  hadn't 
been  for  that  lucky  shot  of  ours.     I  see  you  were  just  get- 
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ting  out  a  stern-chaser,"  and  lie  pointed  to  the  gun.  "  It 
1  well  for  you  that  you  didn't  fire  it,  as  you  can't  bo 
dmrged  with  armed  resistance."  ^ 

"1  wish  I  had  fired  it,  for  all  that.     It  might  liave  been 
my  luck  to  cripple  you." 

"It  would  have  n.ade  no  difTeronce  if  you  had,"  the  offi- 
cor  rephed.     "The  frigate  would   have' overhaile     you; 

The  boat  from  the  frigate  now  came  alongside. 

k^  luckl'  fov         1  """"  "r^^'  '^'""^  ''^  ^'^"^-^^   ^"t  I  th  nk 
It  s  lucky  for  the  lugger  that  you  hit  her,  for  the  cant-iin 

jvas  so  eavage  at  that  trick  they  played  h'im  tlui    I  b  1  e " 
he  would  have  sunk  her  when  he  came  up  to  her  aglin 
I  heard  Inm  say  to  the  first  lieutenant,  'I  won't  give  he    a 
chance  to  play  me  such  a  trick  again.' " 
;MVhat  orders  have  you  brought  ?"  the  other  asked. 

ho..  J'  7  °"^7^"^  .^^^^"^^  «o  yo»  are  to  put  a  crew  on 
boani  and  take  her  into  port;  but  as  we  are  very  short  of 
hands  we  will  relieve  you  of  the  prisoners." 

All  on  board  the  lugger  were  at  once  ordered  into  the 

ngate  s  boat  and  were  rowed  off  to  the  ship.     On  g    n  ng 

the  deck  they  .ere  drawn  up  in  line,  and  the  captti  "  nd 

first  heutemuit  came  up.     The  good-humor  of  the  former 

l.ad  been  restored  by  the  capture  of  the  lugger 

"Hallo!"  he  said,  looking  at  the  bandaiged  heads  and 
nms  of  some  of  the  men,  "  so  you  have  been\aving  a  fig 
t>  ng   to   run  your  cargo,  I  suppose;   that  will  make  it 
nil  the  worse  for  you  when  you  got  on  shore.     Now,  I  mi^^ht 
press  you  all  without  giving  you  a  choice,  but  I  don't    an 
unwihng  hands,  so  I  will  leave  it  to  you.     Which  is  luo 

The  greater  pnrt  of  the  men  at  onco  stepped  forward 
and  announced  their  willingness  to  volunteer 
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"  Who  have  we  hero  ?  "  the  captain  asked,  l..„kin-  at  the 
tliroe  comitryrnon. 

"They  are  pas.se„gcTs,  sir,"  the  skii.per  of  the  lugger  said 
with  a  lialf-wnuh!. 

A  few  questions  l,n,ught  to  light  the  facts  of  the  sur- 
prise  Willie  the  cargo  was  hcing  limded. 

"Well  my  huls,"  the  captain  sai.I,  "you  nre  in  the  same 
boat  with  the  rest.  Y„u  uere  engaged  in  an  unlawful  en- 
terprise  and  in  resisting  his  majesty's  officers.  You  will 
get  some  months  in  prison  anyhow,  if  you  go  hack.  You 
nad  better  stay  on  board  and  let  me  make  men  of  you  " 
^  The  countrymen,  however,  preferred  a  prison  to  a  man- 
o-war. 

James  Talsham  had  been  turning  over  the  matter  in  his 
mmd     He  had  certainly  taken  no  j.art  in  the  fray,  but  that 
would  be  difficult  to  prove,  and  he  could  not  account  for  his 
presence  except  by  acknowledging  that  he  was  there  to  warn 
tliem.    It  would  certainly  be  a  case  of  imprisonment.    Surely 
It  would  be  better  to  volunteer  than  this.     He  had  been 
onging  for  the  sea,  and  here  an  opportunity  opened  for 
him  for  abandoning  the  career  his  mother  intended  for 
him  without  setting  himself  in  opposition  to  her  wishes 
Surely  she  would  prefer  that  he  slioul.l  be  at  sea  for  a  year 
or  two  to  his  being  disgraced  by  imprisonment.    He  there- 
fore  now  stepped  forAvard. 

"I  do  not  belong  to  the  lugger's  crew,  sir,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  wi  h  running  their  cargo,  though  T  own  I  was  on  the 
spot  at  the  time.  I  am  not  a  sailor,  though  I  have  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  on  board  fishing-boats.  Mr.  Horton 
whom  I  see  there,  knows  me,  vM  will  tell  you  that  I  am  a 
son  of  a  doctor  in  Sidmouth.  But  as  I  have  got  into  a  scrape 
1  would  rather  serve  than  go  back  and  stand  a  trial." 

.  !^^^y  ^^"^  ^y  J«d/'  the  captain  said;   •'•'!  like  vour 
spirit,  and  will  keep  my  eye  on  you." 

The  three  countrymen  and  four  of  the  French  sailors 
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)K, 


who  doclinod  to  join  tlio  TJieti 


cuttor,  and  llio  TIhUh  ut  oiico  proceeded  on  I 


.V  were  taken  hack  to  tho 


cliiuinel.     James  had 


ler  wav  down 


haek  of  an  old  letter  wliicli  \w  1 
pocket,  to  the  men  win 


iven  a  liastily-serihhh-d  linu  on  tl 


10 


iiilipened  to  liave  in  hi,>. 
hut 


lo  wi^Yi'  to  he  taken  asJiore,  Imt  he  had 
very  little  hope  that  it  wonld  ever  reach  his  mother.  Nor 
indeed  did  it  over  do  so.  When  the  eiitter  reached  Wey- 
mouth with  the  lugger,  tho  men  cai)tured  in  her  wore  at 
oneo  sent  to  prison,  where  they  remained  until  they  were 
tried  at  assizes  three  months  afterward;  ami  although  idl 
were  acquitted  of  tho  charge  of  unlawful  resistance  t^^o  tho 
knig's  officers,  as  there  was  no  j)roof  against  any  of  the  six- 
men  individually,  they  were  sentenced  to  a  year's  imprison- 
ment  for  smuggling.  Wh  ther  Jim's  hurriedly-written 
letter  M'as  thrown  overheard,  or  whether  it  was  carried  in 
the  pocket  of  the  man  to  whom  he  gave  it  until  worn  into 
fragments,  James  never  knew,  hut  it  never  reached  his 
mother. 

The  news  that  James  was  missing  was  brought  to  her 
upon  the  day  after  the  event  by  Mr.  Wilks.  He  had,  as 
usual,  gone  down  after  breakfuKt  to  report  how  Aggie  was 
getting  on,  with  a  message  from  his  mother  that  her  charge 
was  now  so  completely  restoreci  that  it  was  unnecessary  for 
her  to  stay  longer  at  tho  Hall,  and  that  she  sliould  come 
home  that  evening  at  her  usual  time.  Hearing  from  tlie 
girl  that  James  had  not  returned  since  he  went  out  at  nine 
o'clock  on  the  previous  evening,  tho  old  soldier  sauntered 
down  to  the  beach  to  inquire  of  the  fishermen  in  whose  boat 
James  had  gone  out. 

To  his  surprise  he  found  that  none  of  tiie  boaid  had  put 
to  sea  the  evening  before.  The  men  seemed  less  chatty  and 
eommunicative  than  usual;  most  of  them  were  preparing 
to  go  out  with  their  boats,  and  none  seemed  inclined  to 
enter  into  a  conversation.  Rntlier  pondering  at  their  un- 
usual reticence.  Mr.  Tilks  strolled  along  to  where  tho  offi- 
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cer  of  the  rovonuo  men  «a,  «t..uling  vritl,  hi,  boutswuia 
wutciuiiK  tlio  liHlionncn. 
"A  fine  inorniiin;,  lii'iitciiiint." 

"  Vc<'  ih.  latter  uHsc-nt,.!.     '•  TIhto  will  ho  wind  prea. 
eatly.     Have  you  heard  of  the  doings  of  last  nitrht  '^ " 

JSo,  Ml.  W  liks  sui.l  ,n  Hi.ri.ri8c,  "  I  huvo  heard  .lothintr. 
I  WM8  just  speaking  to  the  flsiionnen,  but  they  don't  seem 
HI  as  eoninuini<;ative  a  mood  as  usual  this  morning." 

Ihe  scamps  know  it  is  safest  for  them  to  keep  their 
mouths  shut  just  at  present,"  the  otlicer  said  grimly  "  I 
have  no  doubt  a  good  many  of  them  were  eoncerned  in'  that 
affair  hast  night.  We  had  a  fight  with  the  smugglers,  two 
of  my  men  were  sliot  and  one  of  theirs,  and  there  were  a 
good  many  cutlass  wounds  on  each  side.  We  have  taken 
a  score  of  prisoners,  but  they  are  all  country  people  who 
were  assisting  in  the  landing;  the  smugglers  themselves 
all  got  off.     A\  e  made  a  mess  of  the  affair  altogether,  thanks 

ulTiif      \''^^"  ''f''^  '^'"^^"^  ^^''  the  alarm  and 
upset  all  the  plans  we  Ji  a  hid. 

" It  is  t..o  provoking.     I  had"  got  news  of  the  exact  spot 
and  hour  at  which  the  landing  was  to  take  place.     I  had 
rny  men  all  up  on  the  cliff,  and  as  the  fellows  came  up  with 
kegs  they  were  to  have  been  allowed  to  get  a  hun.lred  yards 
or  so  inland  and  would  there  have  been  seized,  and  any 
shout  they  made  would  not  have  been  heard  below.     Lien- 
tenant  i  I  her  with  his  party  from  the  next  station  was  to 
be  a  little  way  along  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs,  and  u  hen  the 
boats  came  with  the  second  batch  he  was  to  rush  forward 
and  capture  them  while  we  came  down  from  abo  e:   then 
we  intended  to  row  off  and  take  the  lugger- there  was  not 
wmd  enough  for  her  to  get  away. 

fi  "^vJ^'.r''.^  ''''"'  '"^'^  ^^'''"^^"  ^«^^  J"st  coming  np 
the  chff  with  the  tubs,  when  some  one  who  had  nn««o^  „i 

on  tiie  cliff  ran  down  shouting  the  alarm.    We  rushed  down 

at  once,  but  arrived  too  late.    They  showed  fight,  and  kept 
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US  back  till  FislK-r'8  party  came  up;   but  by  tliat  time  the 
boats  were  afloat,  and  the  smugglers  managed  to  get  in  and 
carry  them  off  in  spite  of  us.     We  caught,  as  1  tell  you 
some  of  the  countrymen,  and  Fisher  has  taken  them  off  to 
Weymouth,  but  most  of  them  got  aAvay.    There  are  several 
places  where  the  cliff  can  be  climbed  by  men  who  know  it 
and  I  have  no  doubt  half  those  fishermen  you  see  there 
were  engaged  in  tlic  business."' 
I'Tlien  the  smuggler  got  away  ?"  Mr.  Wilks  asked. 
"  I  don't  know,"  the  lieutenant  said  shortly.    "  I  had  sent 
word  to  Weymouth,  and  I  hope  they  will  catch  her  in  the 
offing.    The  lugger  came  down  this  way  first,  but  we  made 
her  out  and  showed  a  blue  light.     She  must  have  turned 
and  gone  back  again,  for  this  morning  at  daylight  we  made 
her  out  to  the  east.     The  cutter  was  giving  chase,  and  at 
first  ran  down  fast  toward  her.   Then  the  smugglers  got  the 
wind,  and  the  last  we  saw  of  them  they  were  running  up 
the  Channel,  the  cutter  some  three  miles  astern.     I  would 
give  a  couple  of  months'  pay  to  know  who  it  was  that  gave 
the  alarm.    I  expect  it  was  one  of  those  fishermen.    As  far 
as  my  men  could  make  out  in  the  darkness  the  fellow  was 
dressed  as  a  sailor.     But  I  must  say  good-morning,  for  I 
am  just  going  to  turn  in." 

Mr.  Wilks  had  been  on  the  jioint  of  mentioning  that 
James  was  missing,  but  a  vague  idea  that  he  might  in  some 
way  be  mixed  up  with  the  events  of  the  previous  night 
checked  the  question  on  his  lips,  and  yet  he  thought,  as  the 
officer  walked  away,  it  was  not  probable.  Had  James  been 
foolish  enough  to  take  part  in  such  a  business  he  would 
either  have  been  taken  prisoner,  or  would,  after  he  escaped, 
have  returned  home.  He  had  evidently  not  been  taken 
prisoner,  or  the  officer  would  have  been  sure  to  mention  it. 
Much  puzzled,  he  walked  slowly  back  to  the  fishermen. 
Some  of  the  boats  had  already  pushed  off.  He  went  up  to 
three  of  the  men,  whose  boat,  being  higher  up  than  the 
rest,  would  not  be  afloat  for  another  c^uarter  of  an  hour, 


tt 


several 


THE  WINNING  OF  A  CONTINENT.  129 

Look  here,  lads,"  he  said.  "  My  young  friend  Jim 
Walsham  is  missing  this  morning,  and  hasn't  been  at  home 
all  night  As  none  of  the  fishing-boats  put  out  in  the 
evenmg  he  cannot  have  gone  to  sea.  Can  any  of  you  tell 
me  anything  about  him  ?"  ^ 

The  men  gave  no  answer. 

he"w!nf  ""'"i  "1  t  '^'"^^  '^  ^'P^'-'^^"^  *°  "^«'  3'on  know," 
he  went  on,  "and  it's  no  business  of  mine  whclu.-  any  ^f  i 

the  men  on  the  shore  were  concerned  in  th. t  uil'uir      The 

lieutenant  has  just  been  tellbg  me  of  last  night;  but  hear- 

ing  of  that,  and  finding  Jim  is  missing,  I  can't  help  thinking 

there  ,s  some  connection  between  the  two  things.    Nothing 

you  say  to  me  will  go  further,  that  I  can  promise  you;  buf 

the  lad  s  mother  will  be  in  a  terrible  way.     I  can't  make  it 

out,  for  I  know  that  if  he  had  anything  to  do  with  this 

smuggling  business  he  would  have  told  me.   Again,  if  he  was 

there  and  got  away,  he  would  naturally  have  come  straight 

home,  for  his  absence  would  only  throw  suspicion  upon 

"Well,  Mr.  Wilks,"  the  youngest  of  the  sailors  said,  «I 
don  t  know  nothing  about  it  myself.    No  one  does,  so  far  as 

there  or  thereabouts;  but  don't  you  let  out  as  I  told  you 
cause  they  would  want  to  know  who  I  heard  it  from  " 

You  can  rely  upon  my  silence,  my  lad,  and  hero's  half 
a  guinea  lo  drink  my  health  between  you.  But  can't  you 
tell  me  a  little  more  ?  " 

"Well  sir,  they  do  say  as  how  it  war  Mr.  Jim  as  came 
running  down  into  the  middle  of  them  on  the  beach,  shout- 
ing the  alarm,  with  the  revenue  men  close  at  his  heels.  I 
don  t  say  as  it  were  he-likely  enough  it  weren't~but  that's 
the  talk,  and  that's  all  I  have  heured  about  the  matter. 
How  he  came  for  to  know  of  it  or  how  he  srot  thnre  no  one 
knows,  tor  sartin  he  has  had  nought  to  do%ith  any  land- 
He  was  a  lot  among  us,  but  I  know  as  he  never 
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was  to  d  about  :t;  for  though  everyone  vvouM  have  trusted 
Jirn,  still,  seeing  how  he  was  placed  with  his  mother  up   t  the 
Hall  and  the  squire  a  magistrate,  it  was  thought  better  as 
he  shouldn't  be  let  into  it.     Everv  onp  nn  f  jf«   i,        t 
likes  Jim."  ^    ^  °"  *^^  ^^^^^  here 

"But  if  he  was  there  and  he  hasn't  been  taken  prisoner 
-and  I  am  sure  the  lieutenant  would  have  told  m  fie 
was-why  shouldn't  he  have  got  homo  ?  "  ^'' 

"He  may  have  been  bounded,"  the  old  soldier  said  ani 
pW^i    ""'  '"''  ""  '»  '"^'"^  -  --  house  TeaV  thJ 

r::phrfa:ar:s^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

likely  as  he  got  on  board  one  of  the  boats    It  ^II    . 
as  though  he  might  have  come  trwarTl-  1  „tT '"  "' 
to  warn  thorn,  I  mean-Just  to  do  'em  a  good  t ,  n  JZ' 
was  always  ready  to  do  if  he  had  the  Ece     B  "t  k! 

r,    T     T  '"'  ^^""'"^  *"  "»  ''"''  ">e  s    immag    a.!] 

?t:i:ri^--^ri,^-::^-f5 

"That  is  possible,"  Mr.  AVilks  said.    "Anyhow  I  will  xm 
off  at  once  and  make  inquiries  at  'ill  ih.7  ^!    ^ 

mile  or  so  of  the  l.nd^n.S "!/*  '^^  ^^''  ^""^^'^  ^^^^^^  ^ 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

DISCHARGED, 
liours  later  be;    ro  he  can  p  ;     1         '       "^^'  ""'^  '^  ''"'''  ^^vo 

--tiying^:!;;;;;::;----^ 

nes  had   everywhere   boon     oWl^rT^ei;  d    't ^"^"■ 
scarce  a  farm-house  near  the  coast  but  th  ''"   ''"' 

lations  with  the  smu-alp  '   •        .-        *  ^^  °°^"Pant  had  re- 

--n  at  the  landing  of  hW^^^^^^^^^  ^'^^^  "^-^^  and 

eotdd  be  stowed  ^^     ,U  l,^  ^^-^i'^^- ^^'^-^  ^oods 

entire  ignorance  of  t],e  events  of  tl!''  '"  ^'''^''''^ 
when  persuaded  by  the  el  f  ^f'"'"'  '"-^^^^^  '^"t 
-nnerthat  his  nll^^  ^f  ;;.^::^  ,f  ^^«  ^^^^  -Idier's 
more  communicative  andCn  ^^^'^^"^/"«  they  became 
men  had  been  take  Lpr   1  '7"'^  "^'^  ^^'»«  ^^  t^eir 

but  none  of  the         a'     :  a  :A"n   "'"^"^^^^  ^«  ^%-outh, 
hiding.  "'^  "^  ^^"3^  .mounded  man  being  in 

Convinced  at  Lisf  f)v.f   t 

"S  co„con,cd  in  tl,o  fl,,u  „,,  t  bl.ct"     .  "  ',"■'' 

revenue  men  had  hopn  L-m   i\"-  '  '"'"^  "^  ^^o 

a  heavy  one.  ""  ^'"'^^  ^^«  ^^"tcnce  might  be 
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If  she  gp':  away  all  would  be  well.  They  would  doubt- 
less  hear  bv  letter  from  Jim,  and  it  would  be  better  that  he 
should  not  return  at  present  to  Sidmouth,  but  should  at 
once  take  up  his  residence  in  London  and  commence  his 
studies  there.  He  met  the  squire  just  as  the  latter  w*as 
starting  for  Sidmouth. 

"  Well,  Wilks,  we  began  to  think  that  you  were  lost," 
he  said  cheerfrUy.  "Aggie  was  down-stairs  to  lunch,  and 
was  mightily  offended  that  you  should  not  be  there  at  her 
first  appearance.  But  you  look  tired  and  fagged.  Has 
anything  gone  wrong  ?  " 

*'  Things  have  gone  very  wrong,  squire."  And  he  related 
to  his  friend  all  the  news  that  he  had  gathered,  and  his 
conviction  that  James  Walsham  was  on  board  the  lugger. 
^^  "  This  is  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish,"  the  squire  said  irritably. 
"  What  on  earth  did  the  boy  mean  by  getting  himself  mixed 
up  with  such  an  affair  as  that  ?  " 

"  It  is  a  foolish  business,  squire,"  the  old  soldier  agreed. 
"  But  we  can't  expect  wise  heads  on  young  shoulders,  I  sup- 
pose. He  somehow  or  other  learnt  the  surprise  which  the 
revenue  men  intended,  and  as  most  of  his  friends,  the  fish- 
ermen, would  probably  be  concerned  in  it,  he  went  t«  give 
them  notice,  intending,  no  doubt,  to  go  quietly  back  again 
before  the  revenue  men  arrived.  I  don't  know  that  he's 
altogether  to  be  blamed  in  the  matter.  Most  young  fellows 
would  do  the  same." 

"  Well,  I  suppose  they  would,"  the  squire  agreed  reluct- 
antly; "  but  it  is  a  most  awkward  business.  1  f  the  lad  gets 
caught  and  gets  two  or  three  years'  imprisonment  it  will 
ruin  his  prospects  in  life.  His  mother  will  be  broken- 
hearted over  the  business,  and  I  am  sure  Aggie  will  take  it 
terribly  to  heart.  They  were  great  friends  of  old,  though 
she  hasn't  seen  much  of  him  for  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
and  of  course  that  affair  of  the  other  day  has  made  quite 
^  hero  of  him," 


The  Winning  of  a  coNTiNENt. 


i3.'{ 


"  We  must  hope  the  higger  will  get  safely  over  to  France," 
his  companion  said;  "then  no  great  harm  will  have  been 
done." 

"  We  must  hope  so,"  the  squire  aesented  moodily.  «  Con- 
fonnd  the  young  Jackanapes,  turning  everything  upside 
down  and  upsetting  us  all  with  bis  mad-brain  freaks." 

Mrs.  Walsham  was  greatly  distressed  when  the  news  was 
broken  to  her  by  Mr.  Wilks,  and  Aggie  cried  so  that  the 
squire  at  last  said  she  must  go  straight  up  to  bed  unless 
she  stopped,  for  she  would  be  making  herself  ill  again. 
When  she  was  somewhat  pacified  the  matter  was  discussed 
in  every  light,  but  the  only  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at  was 
that  their  sole  hope  rested  in  the  lugger  getting  safely  olT. 
"  Of  course,  my  dear  madam,"  the  squire  said,  "  if  they 
are  taken  I  will  do  my  best  to  get  a  pardon  for  your  son. 
I  am  afraid  he  will  have  to  stand  his  trial  with  the  rert; 
but  I  think  that,  with  the  representations  I  will  make  as 
to  his  good  character,  I  may  get  a  mitigation  anyhow  of  a 
sentence.     If  they  find  out  thai  it  was  he  who  gave  the 
alarm  there  will  be  no  hope  of  a  pardon;  but  if  that  doesn't 
come  out  one  would  represent  his  being  there  as  a  mere 
boyish  freak  of  adventure,  and  in  that  case  I  might  get  him 
a  free  pardon.     You  must  not  take  the  matter  too  seriously 
to  heart;    it  was  a  foolish  business,  and  that  is  the  worst 
that  can  be  said  of  it." 

^^  "I  think  it  was  a  grand  thing,"  Aggie  said  indignantly, 
"for  him  to  risk  being  shot,  and  imprisoned,  and  all  sorts 
of  dreadful  things,  Just  to  save  other  people." 
,,  "And  I  think  you  are  a  goose,  Aggie,"  the  squire  said. 
If  every  one  were  to  go  and  mix  themselves?  up  in  other 
people's  business  there  would  be  no  end  of  trouble.  I  sup- 
pose next  you  will  say  that  if  you  heard  me  arranging  with 
the  constable  to  make  a  capture  of  some  burgL.rg,  you 
would  think  it  a  grand  thing  to  put  on  your  hat  to  run"' off 
to  warn  them." 
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"0  graiidpiipii,  liow  cm  you  suy  surli  u  tliincf!"  tlio 
girl  said;  "burglars  and  smugglers  are  quite  d:i!erent. 
Hurglars  arc  wicked  men,  and  thieves  and  robbers;  smug- 
glers are  not— tiujy  are  only  trying  to  get  goods  in  without 
])aying  duty." 

•'  They  try  to  rob  the  king,  my  dear,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  are  just  as  crimiiuil  as  burglars;  Ixjth  of  them  arc 
k^aguod  to  break  the  law,  and  both\vill  resist  and  take  life 
if  they  are  inte'-fered  with.  I  allow  tliat  in  general  esti- 
mation the  smugglers  are  looked  upon  in  a  more  favorable 
light,  and  thac  a  great  many  peo])le  who  ought  to  know 
better  are  in  league  with  them,  but  that  does  not  alter  the 
facts  of  the  case." 

The  girl  did  not  argue  the  question,  but  the  squire  was 
perfectly  aware  that  he  had  in  i^^  way  convinced  her,  and 
that  her  feeling  that  James  AValsham'e  action  was  a  highly 
meritorious  one  was  in  no  way  shaken.  It  was  agreed  that 
nothing  was  to  bo  said  about  James's  absence,  and  after 
taking  some  refreshment  Mr.  Wilks  went  down  into  Sid- 
mouth  again  to  tell  the  girl  at  Mrs.  Walsham's  that  she  was 
not  to  gossip  about  James  being  away. 

Three  days  later  a  letter  was  received  by  the  squire  from 
liichard  Ilorton. 

"  I  am  taking  the  opportunity  of  writing  a  few  lines  to 
you,  my  dear  uncle,  as  I  have  a  chance  of  sending  it  ashore 
by  the  revenue  cutter  T/a'.'^tle,  wliich  is  lying  alongside  of 
us.  Between  us  wo  have  just  captured  a  rascally  smug- 
gling liigcrer,  with  a  cargo  of  lace,  silk,  and  spirits.  You 
will,  I  am  sure,  bo  surprised  and  grieved  to  hear  that  among 
the  crew  of  the  lugger  was  oamos  Walsham.  I  could  hardly 
believe  my  eyes  when  I  saw  him  in  such  disreputable  com- 
pany; it  will  bo  a  sad  blow  for  his  poor  mother.  As  we 
were  short  of  hands  our  captain  offered  the  crew  of  the  lug- 
ger the  chuice  of  shipi)ing  with  us,  or  being  sent  on  shore 
for  trial.    Most  of  them  chose  the  former  alternative,  among 
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them  James  Walslium,  of  which  I  was  ghid,  as  his  mother 
will  be  spared  the  disgrace  of  his  being  placed  in  the  dock 
with  his  associates.  I  need  not  say  that  if  I  could  have 
obtained  his  release  I  should  have  done  so,  knowing  that 
you  had  a  high  opinion  of  him;  but  it  was,  of  course,  out 
of  my  power  to  interfere." 

The  squire  was  alone  in  his  study  when  he  received  the 
letter,  for  it  was  mid-day  before  the  post  arrived  at  Sid- 
mouth,  when  a  man  from  the  Hall  went  down  each  day  with 
a  bag  to  fetch  the  letters.  He  rang  the  bell  and  ordered 
the  servant  to  tell  Mr.  Wilks  he  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
step  in  to  him.  When  his  friend  came  he  handed  him  the 
letter  without  a  word. 

"  That  settles  the  matter,"  he  said,  as  he  threw  the  letter 
angrily  down  upon  the  table.  "A  malicious  young  viper  I 
I  wish  I  had  him  hero." 

"  It  is  not  nicely  worded,"  the  squire  said  gravely ;  "  but 
it  was  an  unpleasant  story  to  have  to  tell." 

"It  was  nofran  unpleasant  story  for  him  to  tell,"  the  old 
soldier  said  hotly.  "  There  is  malice  in  every  line  of  it. 
He  speaks  of  the  men  as  James's  associates,  talks  about  the 
disgrace  he  would  bring  on  his  mother.  There's  malice, 
squire,  in  every  line  of  it." 

"  I'm  afraid  it's  a  bad  letter,"  the  squire  assented  gravely. 

"  It's  a  natural  letter,"  Mr.  Wilks  said  savagely.  "  It  is 
written  in  a  hurry,  and  he's  had  no  time  to  pick  and  choose 
his  words  and  round  off  his  sentences  as  he  generally  does 
in  his  letters  to  you.  He  was  so  full  of  malicious  exultation 
that  he  did  not  think  how  much  he  was  showing  his  feeling 
as  he  wrote." 

"  It's  a  bad  letter  and  a  nasty  letter,"  the  squire  assented ; 
"  but  let  that  pass  now.  The  first  question  is — How  are  we 
to  tell  Jim's  mother  ?  Do  you  think  it  will  be  a  relief  to 
her  or  otherwise  ?  " 

"It  will  be  a  blow  to  know  that  the  lugger  has  been  cap- 
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ured,'  Mr  W.lks  said- "a  sevove  blow,  no  d„„l,t,  for  her 

will  be  a  l>o:,vy  blow,  too,  for  her  to  know  that  Jamos  is  a 

seaman  before  the  n,„st,  that  it  will  bo  years  before  2  will 

ee  h,,n  as,u„  and  that  all  her  plans  Z-  hisfnttr     I  " 

set.     but  I  tl„nk  th,s  w,ll  be  mnch  better  for  her  than  if 

he  knew  he  was  a  prisoner  and  „  „„ld  have  to  st  n  1  la 

Between  ourselves,  sqnire,  as  far  as  the  lad   himself  t 

oonoernod  I  am  not  snre  that  he  will  be  altogether  Lv 

gether  he  has  often  confided  to  n,e  that  his  own  inclinations 
were  altogether  for  a  life  of  activity  and  advent    eb 
hat.  as  Ins  mother's  heart  was  so  set  npon  his  folio  L  Is 

wo  d  to  her  which  wonld  lead  her  to  snppose  that  his  own 
wishes  lay  .n  any  other  direction.    This  business  will  Z 

«i  ho  't  MsT  '""'■  ""  ""'  ""''"'  ""■  '»  -"  "«  -■« 
plans."  """*' '"  ™^  ™^  '°  *'■"'*  ^''  ""'""'''« 

bol'^^'r'Jp  f '•"'"  *'"  "l"'™  ''""'"I  ™  heartily  glad  he 
for  Idmt  rT/i'"'-  .^™  "  '  "  Kotafree  pard  n 
he  h  dh  "^  ''™"  "  ^"'"-^  ^''"-  "P»"  W»  "l»t 

or       al  rtl""i"'r"'"'r"","  ™"'''  ''"™  ^^^»  "''"■•d 

vo  1  „  hi.  i  •  *  ;  "■"•  '  *'""'''  ^^''"'''  I  '""  '"^"ve  it  to 
you  to  break  it  to  his  mother." 

"Very  well,"  the  other  agreed.     "It  is  an  unpleasant 
business,  sq„  re;  but  perhaps  I  had  better  do  it.     It  ma' 
eonsolo  her  if  I  tell  her  that  at  heart  he  always  wanted  to 
go  to  se.a,  and  that,  accustomed  as  he  is  to  knock  a     .t  n 
the  fishermen's  boats,  he  will  find  it  no  hardship  on  bol  cl 
auian-o'-warandwill  eome  back  in  the  course  of  two'r 
hreo  years  none  the  worse  for  his  cruise.    She  ma/^dnk 
ho  will  take  up  doctoring  again  after  that,  though  I     1™ 
my  doubts  whether  lie  will  .lo  f|„t.  h„-v4  ,  ,i         • 
u.ein  tellingherso.    Shall  Isho;rh;r'rh:;l^r::;i'r:  ™ 
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"Ko/'the  squire  replied;  "of  course  you  call  tell  her 
whats  in  It;  but  I  will  keep  the  letter  myself.  I  would 
gi^■o  a  good  .leal  if  he  had  not  written  it.  It  is  certainly 
badly  worded,  though  why  ho  should  feel  any  malice  toward 
the  other  is  more  than  I  can  tell." 

His  companion  was  about  to  si)oak,  but  thought  better 
of  It  and  without  another  word  went  to  break  the  news  to 
Mrs.  Wal.sham. 

Mrs.  Walsham  was  terribly  upset.  After  suffering  her  to 
cry  for  some  time  in  silence,  Mr.  Wilks  said : 

"My  dear  madam,  I  know  that  this  news  must  distress  " 
you  terribly;  but  it  may  be  that  in  this,  as  in  all  things,  a 
providence  has  overruled  your  plans  for  your  son  for  his 
own  good.     I  will  tell  you  now  what  you  would  never  have 
known  had  tins  affair  never  occurred.     Jim  at  heart  hates 
his  father  s  profession.     He  is  a  dutiful  son,  and  rather  than 
give  you  pain  he  was  prepared  to  sacrili(.e  all  his  own  feel- 
ings  and  wishes.     But  the  lad  is  full  of  life  and  energy;  the 
dull  existence  of  a  country  surgeon  in  a  little  town  like  this 
18  the  last  he  would  adopt  as  his  own  choice;  and  I  own 
that  I  am  not  surprised  that  a  lad  of  spirit  should  long  for 
a  more  adventurous  Jife.     I  should  have  told  you  this  hm<r 
ago,  and  advised  you  that  it  would  be  well  for  you  both  to 
put  it  frankly  to  him,  tliat  although  you  would  naturally 
like  to  see  him  following  his  father's  profession,  still  that 
you  felt  that  ho  should  choose  for  himself;  and  that  should 
he  select  any  other  mode  of  life  you  would  not  set  your 
wishes  against  hjs.     But  the  lad  would  not  hear  of  my  do- 
ing  so;  he  said  that  rather  than  upset  your  cherished  plans 
he  would  gladly  consent  to  settle  down  in  Sidmouth  for 
life.     I  honored  him  for  his  filial  spirit ;  but  frankly  I  think 
he  was  wrong.     An  eagle  is  not  made  to  live  in  a  h«n-coop 
nor  a  spirited  hid  to  settle  down  in  a  hnmdrum  villafe;  and 
I  own  that  although  I  regret  the  manner  of  his  going  I 
cannot  look  upon  H  as  an  unmixed  evil  that  the  force  of 
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circumetnncos  lias  taken  him  out  of  tlie  course  iimrked  out 
for  him,  und  that  ho  will  have  an  o])portnnity  of  seeing 
life  and  adventure." 

Mrs.  Walshani  hud  listened  with  a  surprise  too  great  to 
admit  of  her  interriii)ting  the  old  soldier's  remarks. 

"  I  never  dreamed  of  this,"  she  said  at  last  when  he 
ceased.     "I  cannot  remember  now  that  I  ever  asked  him, 
but  I  took  it  for  grunted  that  he  would  like  nothing  better 
than  to  follow  in  his  father's  steps.     Had  I  known  that  he 
objected  to  it  I  would  not  for  a  moment  have  forood  him 
against  his  inclinations.     Of  course  it  is  natural  th  .t,  being 
alone  in  the  world,  I  should  like  to  have  him  witli  me  stilf, 
but  I  would  never  have  been  so  selfish  as  to  have  sacrificed 
his  life  to  mine.     Still,  though  it  would  be  hard  to  havo 
parted  from  him  in  any  way,  it  is  harder  still  to  part  like 
this.     If  ho  was  to  go  he  need  not  have  gone  as  a  common 
sailor.     The  squire,  who  has  done  so  much  for  him,  would 
no  doubt,  instead  of  sending  him  to  school,  have  obtained 
a  midshipman's  berth  for  him  or  a  commission  in  the  army; 
but  it  is  dreadful  to  tiiink  of  him  as  a  common  sailor,  lia- 
ble to  be  flogged." 

"  Well,  Mrs.  Walsham,  perhaps  we  may  set  the  matter 
partly  to  rights.  I  will  speak  to  the  squire,  and  I  an  sure 
he  will  write  to  his  friend  at  the  admiralty,  and  have  an 
order  sent  out  at  once  for  Jim's  discharge.  At  the  Siimo 
time  it  would  be  better  that  he  should  not  return  here  just 
at  present.  His  name  may  come  out  at  the  trial  of  the 
smugglers  as  being  concerned  in  the  affair,  and  it  would 
bo  better  that  he  should  stay  away  till  that  muHer  blows 
over.  At  any  rate,  if  I  were  you  I  should  write  to  him, 
telling  him  that  you  know  now  that  ho  has  no  taste  for 
the  medical  profession,  and  that  should  he  see  anything 
that  he  thinks  will  suit  him  in  America,  you  would  Tiot 
wish  him  to  come  home  immediately  if  ho  has  a  fancy  for 
staying  otit  there;  but  that,  if  he  chooses  to  return,  you  are 
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8uro  that  the  squiro  will  exert  liiinsolf  to  give  him  a  start 
111  any  other  profession  he  may  choose." 

Mrs.  Walshiuii  ngre.-d  to  carry  out  the  suggestion,  and 
that  aftorn.ion  tiie  «f,uir,.  sont  off  a  letter  to  his  friend  at 
the  udniiralty,  and  three  letters  wore  also  posted  to  James 
himself. 

The  voyage  of  the  Theth  was  uneventful.  Her  destina- 
tion was  Hampton,  at  t  he  opr  i :  ;  •  of  Che.sai)eake  Hav.  where 
the  troops  on  hoard  would  yoxn  i.,.  expedition  uiuler  Gen- 
ej-al  Braddoek.  whirh  w.s  .ulv-m.  ing  up  tiie  Potomac. 
Hhen  she  arnvnl  there  vlt.  v  fouf. I  several  ships  of  war 
under  Commodore  Keppel.  i  vuUioek's  force  had  marched 
to  Wills  Creek,  where  a  military  post  name.]  I'ort  Cumber- 
land had  been  formed.  'J'he  soldiers  on  board  were  at  on(!o 
disembarked,  and  marched  up  the  banks  of  the  Potomac 
to  join  the  force  at  Fort  Cumberland.  The  sailors  were 
employed  in  taking  stores  u])  the  river  in  boats. 

James  Wulsham  had  done  his  best  during  the  voyage  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  his  duties.     His  exporience  in  the 
fishmg-boats  was  useful  to  him  now,  and  he  was  soon  able 
to  do  his  work  as  an  able-bodied  seaman.     His  good  spirits 
and  willingness  rendered  him  a  general  favorite.     He  was 
glad  that  he  was  not  put  in  the  same  watch  with  Richard 
Ilorton,  as,  after  their  first  meeting,  the  young  lieutenant 
showed  no  signs  of  recognition.     He  was  not,  Ja.^.es  found 
popular  among  the  men.     He  was  exacting  and  overbear- 
ing with  them,  and  some  en  board  who  had  served  with 
him  on  his  previous  voyage  had  many  tales  to  his  disad- 
vantage. 

A  fortnight  after  the  arrival  of  the  Thdis  ixt  Hampton 
orders  were  issued  among  the  ships  of  war  for  thirty  vol- 
unteers for  Braddock's  expedition,  of  which  the  Thr/hxyna 
to  furnish  ten.  So  many  sent  in  their  names  tlmt  the  fir.^t 
lieutenant  had  difticulty  in  choosing  ten,  who  were  looked 
upon  with  envy  by  the  rest  of  the  ship's  comi)any,  for  there 
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seemed  little  chance  at  present  of  fighting  at  sea,  and  the 
excitement  of  a  march  on  shore,  with  adventures  of  all 
sorts,  and  encounters  with  the  French  and  their  Indian 
allies,  seemed  delightful  to  the  tars.  Upon  the  following 
day  a  ship  arrived  from  England,  and  an  hour  afterward 
an  order  was  passed  forward  that  the  first  lieutenant  wanted 
James  Walsham  upon  the  quarter-deck. 

"  Walsham/'  he  said,  "an  order  has  just  come  from  the 
admiralty  for  your  discharge,  and  you  are  to  have  a  passage 
in  the  first  ship  returning,  if  you  choose  to  take  it.  I  am 
sorry  you  are  leaving  the  ship,  for  I  have  noticed  that  you 
show  great  willingness  and  activity,  and  will  make  a  first- 
rate  sailor.  Still,  I  suppose  your  friends  in  England  did 
not  care  about  your  remaining  before  the  mast." 

James  touched  his  hat  and  walked  forward.  He  was 
scarcely  surprised,  for  he  had  thought  that  his  mother 
would  probably  ask  the  squire  to  use  his  influence  to  obtain 
his  discharge.  He  scarcely  knew  whether  he  was  glad  or 
sorry.  He  was  in  a  false  position,  and  could  not  hope  for 
promotion  except  by  some  lucky  chance,  such  as  was  not 
hkely  to  occur,  of  distinguishing  himseK 

At  the  same  time  he  sighed  as  he  iho  :  t  that  he  must 
now  return  and  take  up  the  profession  for  wi._oh  his  mother 
had  intended  him.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  later,  however, 
the  ship's  corporal  came  round  and  distributed  the  mails, 
and  James  to  his  delight  found  there  were  three  letters  for 
him.  He  tore  open  that  from  his  mother.  It  hecrun  by 
gently  upbraiding  him  for-etting  himself  mixed  up°inthe 
fight  between  the  smugglers  and  the  revenue  men. 

"In  the  next  place,  my  dear  boy,"  she  said,  "I  must 
scold  you  even  more  for  not  confiding  in  your  mother  as  to 
your  wishes  abuut  your  future  profession.  Mr.  Wilks  has 
opened  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  while  I  have  all  along  been 
taking  it  for  r  .nted  tliat  your  wislies  argood  with  mine  as 
to  your  profession,  you  have  really  been  sacrificing  all  your 
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own  inclinations  in  order  to  avoid  giving  me  pain.  I  am 
very  thankful  to  him  for  having  opened  my  eyes,  for  I 
should  have  been  grieved  indeed  had  I  found  when  too  late 
that  I  had  chained  you  down  to  a  profession  you  dislike. 

"  Of  course  I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  you  with  me, 
but  in  no  ease  would  have  had  you  sacrifice  youi  olf ;  still 
less  now,  when  I  have  met  with  such  kind  friends  and  am 
happy  and  comfortable  in  my  life.  Therefore,  my  boy,  let 
us  set  aside  at  once  all  idea  of  your  becoming  a  doctor. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  you  to  choose  imnu'diately  what 
you  will  do.  You  are  too  old  now  to  enter  the  royal  navy, 
and  it  is  well  that  before  you  finally  decide  on  a  profes- 
sion you  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  something  of  the 
world. 

"I  inclose  bank-notes  for  a  hundred  pounds,  so  that  if 
you  like  you  can  stay  for  a  few  weeks  or  months  in  the 
colonies,  and  then  take  your  passage  home  from  New  York 
or  Boston.  By  that  time  too  all  talk  about  this  affair  with 
the  smugglers  will  have  ceased;  but  as  your  name  is  likely 
to  come  out  nt  the  trial  of  the  men  who  were  taken,  so  the 
squire  thinks  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  keep  away  for  a 
time.'' 

The  rest  of  the  letter  was  filled  up  with  an  account  of 
the  excitement  and  alarm  which  had  been  felt  when  he 
was  first  missed. 

"We  were  glad,  indeed,"  she  said,  "Avhen  a  letter  was 
received  from  Richard  Horton  saying  that  you  were  on 
board  the  Theiis.  Mr.  Wilks  tells  me  it  was  an  abominably 
spiteful  letter,  and  I  am  sure  the  squire  thinks  so  too  from 
the  tone  in  which  he  spoke  this  afternoon  about  his  nephew; 
but  I  can  quite  forgive  him,  for  if  it  had  not  been  for  his 
letter  we  should  not  have  known  what  had  become  of  you, 
and  many  months  might  have  nassed  bofore  we  mityht  have 
heard  from  you  in  America.  As  it  is,  only  four  or  five  days 
have  been  lost,  and  the  squire  is  writing  to-night  to  obtain 
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your  diacliiirge,  which  ho  assures  me  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty  whntever  about." 

The  squire's  was  a  very  cordial   letter,  and   he  too  in- 
closed  notes  for  a  hundred  pounds. 

.J'  ^^t  ^!,'^^  ^'"'  ""'''"  ^''  '^"^^'  "  ^^'^^  yo"  ^0  not  like  the 
thought  of  doctoring.     I  am  not  surprised,  and  I  tliink 
that  a  young  follow  of  such  spirit  and  courage  as  you  have 
shown  ought  to  bo  fitted  for  something  bettor  thanadmin- 
i^storiug  pills  and  draughts  to  the  old  women  of  Sidmouth. 
±  ell  mo  frankly  when  you  write  what  you  would  like.     You 
are,  of  course,  too  old  for  the  royal  navy.     If  you  like  to  en- 
ter  the  merchant  service,!  have  no  doubt  I  could  arrange 
with  some  shipping  firm  in  Bristol,  and  would  take  care 
tiiat  by  the  time  you  got  to  be  captain  you  should  also  be 
part  owner  of  the  ship.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  would 
like  to  enter  the  army-and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are 
stirring  times  approaching-I  think  that  through  one  or 
other  of  my  friends  in  London  I  could  obtain  a  commission 
for  you.^    If  there  is  anything  else  you  would  like  better 
tJian  this  you  may  command  my  best  services.     I  never 
forgot  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  my  present  hap- 
piness,  and  whatever  I  can  do  for  you  still  shall  feel  my- 
self deeply  your  debtor." 

The  old  soldier  wrote  a  characteristic  letter.  In  the 
Urst  place  he  told  James  that  he  regarded  him  as  a  fool  for 
mixiug  up  in  an  affair  in  which  he  had  no  concern  what- 
ever. 1  hen  ho  congratulated  him  on  the  fact  that  circum- 
stances had  brokei  lie  chain  from  which  he  would  never 
otherwise  liave  freed  himself. 

"You  must  not  be  angry  with  me,^'hc  said,  "for  having 
betmyed  your  confidence  and  told  the  truth  to  your  motheit 
1  did  It  m  order  to  console  her,  by  showing  her  that  things 
were  after  all  for  the  best;  and  I  must  say  that  mndam  took 
my  news  ,n  the  vnry  best  spirit,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  see 
tins  by  her  letter  to  you.    There  is  no  one  I  honor  and  os- 
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teem  more  than  I  do  her,  and  I  was  sure  all  along  that  you 
were  miiki.ig  a  mistake  in  not  telling  her  'rankly  what  your 
wishes  wore.  Xow  you  have  got  a  roving  commission  for 
.  a  timp,  nnd  it  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you  don't  make  the 
best  of  it.  There  is  likely  to  bo  an  exciting  time  in  the 
colonies,  and  you  are  not  the  lad  T  take  you  for  if  you  daw- 
dle away  your  time  in  the  towns  .astead  of  eeeing  what  is 
going  on  in  the  forest." 

These  letters  filled  James  with  delight,  and  without  an 
hour's  deLiy  he  sat  down  to  answer  th(3m.  In  his  letter  to 
the  squire  lie  thanked  him  most  warmly  for  his  kindness, 
and  said  that  above  ail  things  he  should  ilke  a  commission 
m  the  army.  He  wrote  a  very  tender  and  affectionate  let- 
ter to  his  mother,  telling  her  how  much  he  felt  her  goodness 
m  so  promptly  relinquishing  her  own  plans  and  in  allow- 
ing him  to  choose  the  life  he  liked. 

'•  Thank  Aggie,"  he  concluded, "  for  the  message  she  sent 
by  you.     Give  her  my  love,  and  don't  let  her  forget  me." 
To  the  old  soldier  he  wroteagossipping  account  of  his  voy- 
age.    "It  was  impossible,"  he  said,  "for  the  news  of  my 
discharge  to  have  come  at  a  better  moment.     Thirty  sailors 
from  the  fleet  are  going  with  General  Braddock's  force,  md 
every  one  else  is  envying  their  good  luck— I  among  them. 
:N"ow  I  shall  go  up  at  once  and  join  the  Virginian  regiment 
which  is  accompanying  them.     I  shall  join  that  instead  of 
either  of  the  line  regiments,  as  I  caa  leave  when  I  like. 
Besides,  if  the  sonire  is  able  to  get  me  a  commission,  it 
would  have  been  pleasanter  for  me  to  have  been  fighting 
here  as  a  volunteer  than  as  a  private  in  the  line. 

"  By  the  way,  nobody  thinks  there  will  be  much  fighting, 
so  don't  let  my  mother  worry  herself  about  me;  but  at  any 
rate  a  march  through  the  great  forests  of  this  country,  with 
a  chance  of  a  brush  with  the  red-s]rins.  will  bn  freat  fun. 
Perhaps  by  the  time  it  is  over  I  may  get  a  letter°from  you 
Baying  that  I  have  got  my  commission.    As  I  hear  there  la 


lU 


AVITH    WOLKE   IN   CANADA:   OR, 


^     i 


a  chance  of  a  regular  war  between  the  French  and  us  out 
here,  the  commission  may  be  for  a  regiment  on  this  side." 

After  finishing  his  letters  and  giving  them  to  the  ship's 
corporal  to  place  in  the  next  post-bag,  James  said  good-by 
to  his  messmates  and  prepared  to  go  on  sh.ore.  The  ten 
men  chosen  for  ^.he  expedition  Avere  also  on  the  point  of 
starting.  Kichard  Ilorton  was  standing  near,  in  a  state  of 
great  discontent  that  he  had  not  been  chosen  to  accompany 
them  in  their  expedition.  James  Walsham  stepped  up  to 
him  and  touched  his  hat  »"  spectjully. 

"  I  wish  to  thank  you,  Lieutenant  Ilorton,  for  your  ex- 
tremely kind  letter  •  .lling  my  fri(inds  that  I  was  on  board 
this  ship.  It  has  been  the  means  of  my  obtaining  my  dis- 
charge at  once,  instead  of  having  to  serve  for  many  months 
before  I  could  send  the  news  home  and  obtain  an  answer 
in  ret'irn." 

Without  another  wora  he  turned,  and  walking  to  the 
gangway  took  his  place  in  a  boat  about  starting  with  somo 
sailors  for  the  shore,  leaving  Eichard  Ilorton  in  a  state  of 
fury  with  himself  for  having  been  the  means  of  obtaining 
James's  discharge.  He  had  already  more  than  once  felt 
unc  Tifortable  as  he  thought  of  the  wording  of  the  letter, 
and  that  this  indulgence  of  his  spite  had  liad  the  effect  of 
restoring  James'  liberty  rendered  him  well-nigh  mad  with 
rage. 

On  landing  James  Walsham  at  once  disposed  of  his 
sailor's  clothes  and  purchased  a  suit  similar  to  those  worn 
by  the  colonists;  then  he  obtained  a  passage  up  the  river 
to  Alexandria,  where  the  transports  whicli  had  brought  the  ' 
troops  were  still  lying.  Here  one  of  the  companies  of  the 
Virginia  corps  was  stationed,  and  James,  finding  that  they 
were  expecting  every  day  to  bo  ordered  up  to  Wills  Creek, 
determined  to  join  them  at  once. 

The  scene  was  a  busy  nne.     Stores  were  being  landed 
from  the  transports,  teamsters  werQ  loading  up  their  wagons. 
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officers  wore  superintending  the  operations,  the  men  of  the 

Virginia  oorps,  who  wore  no  uniform,  but  were  attired  in 

the  costume  used  by  hunters  and  b;ickwoodsmen,  nanu;ly, 

alooFo  hunting  shirt,  short  trousers  or  breeches  and  gaiters' 

were  moving  about  unconcernedly,  while  a  few  of" tliem^ 

musket  on  s'  oidder,  were  on  guard  over  the  piles  of  stores! 

Presently  a  tall,  slightly-built  young  man,  with  a  plcnsant 

but  lesolute  face,  came  riding  along  and  checked  his  horse 

close  to  where  James  was  standing.     James  noticed  that 

the  men  on  sentry,  who  had  for  the  most  part  been  sitting 

down  on  fallen  logs  of  wood,  bales,  or  anything  else  which 

came  handy,  with  their  muskets  across  their  knees  or  lean- 

ing  beside  them,  got  up  and  began  pacing  to  and  fro  with 

some  semblance  of  military  position. 

"Who  is  that  young  man  ?"  he  asked  a  teamster  stand- 
ing by. 

"That  is  Colonel  Washington,"  the  man  replied,  "one 
of  the  smartest  of  the  colonial  officers." 

"  Why,  he  only  looks  two  or  three  and  twenty,"  James 
said  in  surprise. 

"He  is  not  more  than  that,"  the  man  said;  "but  age 
don't  go  for  much  here,  t;nd  Colonel  Washington  is  adju- 
tant-general of  the  Virginian  militia.  Only  a  few  months 
back  he  made  a  journey  with  dispatches  right  through  the 
forests  to  the  French  station  at  Port  de  Brouf,  and  sinoe 
then  he  has  been  in  command  of  the  party  which  went  out 
to  build  a  fort  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  and  had  some  sharp 
fighting  with  the  French.  A  wonderful  smart  young  officer 
they  say  he  is,  just  as  cool  when  the  bullets  are  flying  as  if 
sitting  on  horseback." 

James  resolved  at  once  that  he  would  speak  to  Colonel 
Washington  and  ask  him  if  he  could  join  the  Virginian 
militia. 

He  accordingly  went  up  to  him  and  touched  his  hat. 
"  it  you  please,  sir,  I  am  anxious  to  join  the  Virginian 
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'.nilititi,  aiul  us  tlun  toll  nio  tliat  you  are  adjntant-general 
I  have  comi*  to  ask  you  if  I  can  do  so." 

"  I  seo  no  difficulty  in  it,  my  lad,"  the  colonel  -aid;  *'  i  ut 
if  you  have  run  away  from  home  in  search  of  adv^enturo  I 
should  advise  you  to  go  back  ngain,  for  we  are  likelv  to 
have  heavy  work." 

'•  I  don't  mind  that,  air,  and  I  Imwe  not  run  '! way.  1  am 
English.  ]  wa8  pressed  on  board  a  frigate  and  v-ae  broughl^ 
over  here,  Int  my  friends  in  England  procured  my  dis- 
oV.arge,  'A'hi.-Ii  oftnj..>  for  me  l-ere  a  fortnight  after  my  arri- 
vsh  They  are,  I  bi^lieve,  about  to  obtain  for  me  a  commis- 
sion in  n  king's  rf g;mont;  but  as  I  vas  here  I  thought  that 
I  shoiild  like  to  see  some  service,  as  it  may  be  some  months 
before  I  hear  that  I  have  got  my  commission.  I  would 
rather,  if  I  could,  join  as  a  volunteer,  as  I  do  not  waat  pay, 
my  fri.^nis  having  supplied  me  amply  with  money." 

"^ou  seem  to  be  a  lad  of  spirit,"  Colonel  Washin-ton 
said,  "  and  I  will  at  once  put  you  in  the  way  of  doing  what 
you  desire.    You  shall  join  the  Virginian  corps  as  a  volun- 
teer.    Have  you  money  enough  to  buy  a  horse  ?  " 
"  Yes,  plenty,"  Jim  said.  "  I  have  two  hundred  pounds." 
"Then  you  had  better  leave  a  hundred  and  fifty  at  least 
behind  you,"  the  colonel  said.     "I  will  direct  you  to  a 
trader  here  with  whom  you  can  bank  it.     You  can  get  an 
excellent  horse  for  twenty  pounds.     I  asked  you  because, 
if  you  like,  I  can  attach  you  to  myself.     I  often  want  a 
mounted  messenger;   and  of  course,  as  a  volunteer,  you 
would  mess  with  me." 
"  I  should  like  it  above  all  things,"  James  said  thankfully. 
"  Then  we  will  at  once  go  to  the  tent  of  the  officer  -om- 
manding  this  company,"  Washington  said,  "and  enr,  ]  vou 
as  a  volunteer." 

On  reaching  the  I  nt  Washington  dismor  >ed  .i  led 
the  way  in.  "Cap:  ,;.■  Hall,"  he  said,  "this  >-  u  >oung 
English  gentleman  who  will  shortly  have  a  coia,  -sion  in 
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the  king's  army,  but  in  tho  mean  time  lie  wishes  to  see  a 
little  brisk  fighting,  so  ho  is  to  be  enrolled  as  a  volunteer 
luyoureomimny;  but  ho  is  going  to  obtain  a  horse  and 
vvill  act  us  a  sort  of  uide-de-eamp  to  me." 

Captain  Hall  at  once  entered  James's  name  as  a  volun- 
teer on  the  roll  of  his  company. 

"Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  a  good  horse  for 
sale  ?  "  Washington  asked. 

"Yes,"  the  captain  replied,  "at  least  there  was  a  farmer 
here  half  an  hour  ago  with  a  good-looking  horse  which  he 
wants  to  sell.     I  have  no  doubt  he  is  in  the  camp  still." 

Captain  Hall  went  to  the  door  of  the  tent  and  told  two 
of  the  men  there  to  find  the  farmer  and  tell  him  he  had  a 
purchaser  for  his  horse. 

Ten  minutes  later'the  farmer  came  up  and  James  bought 
the  horse.  Captain  Hall  doing  the  bargaining  for  him. 

"Now,"  Washington  said,  "we  will  go  ""round  to  the 
store-keeper  I  spoke  of  and  deposit  tho  best  part  of  your 
money  with  him.  I  should  only  take  a  pound  or  two,  if  I 
were  you,  for  you  will  find  no  means  of  spending  money 
when  you  once  set  forward,  and  should  anything  happen 
to  you  the  Indians  would  not  appreciate  the  value  of  those 
English  notes  of  yours.  You  will  want  a  brace  of  pistols 
and  a  sword,  a  blanket,  and  cooking-pot— that  is  about  the 
extent  of  your  camp  equipment." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE   DEFEAT   OF   BRADDOCK. 

ExGLANi)  and  France  wore  at  this  time  at  peace  in 
Europe,  although  the  troops  of  both  nations  were  about  to 
engage  in  conflict  in  the  forests  of  America.  Their  posi- 
tion there  was  an  anomalous  one.  England  owned  the 
belt  of  colonies  on  the  east  coast.  France  was  mistress  of 
Canada  in  the  north,  of  Louisiana  in  the  south,  and  more- 
over claimed  the  whole  of  the  vast  country  lying  behind 
the  British  colonies,  which  were  thus  cooped  up  on  the  sea- 
board. Her  hold,  however,  of  this  great  territory  was  ex- 
tremely slight.  She  had  strong  posts  along  the  chain  of 
lakes  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Superior,  but  betwien 
these  and  Louisiana  her  supremacy  was  little  more  than 
nominal. 

The  Canadian  population  were  frugal  and  hardy,  but 
they  were  deficient  in  enterprise;  and  the  priests,  who 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron— for  Canada  was  intensely 
Catholic— discouraged  any  movements  which  would  take 
their  flocks  from  under  their  charge.  Upon  the  other 
hand,  the  colonists  of  New  England,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia  were  men  of  enterprise  and  energy,  and  their  trad- 
ers, pushing  in  large  numbers  across  the  Alleghanies,  carried 
on  an  extensive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio,  thereby  greatly  exciting  the  jealousy  of  the  French, 
^ho  beared  that  the  Indians  would  ally  themselves  with 
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the  Rritish  colonists,  and  that  the  connection  between 
('anada  and  Lonisiana  would  be  thereby  cut. 

The  English  colonists  were  greatly  buperior  to  the  French 
in  number;  but  they  labored  under  the  disadvantage  that 
the  colonies  were  wholly  independent  of  each  other,  with 
strong  mutual  jealousies,  which  paralyzed  their  action  and 
prevented  their  embarking  upon  any  concerted  operations. 
Upon  the  other  hand,  Canada  was  governed  by  the  French 
as  a  military  colony.     The  governor  was  practically  abso- 
lute, and  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  could,  if  nec- 
essary, be  called  by  him  into  the  field.     He  had  at  his  dis- 
posal  not  only  the  wealth  of  the  colony,  but  large  assistance 
from  France,  and  the  French  agents  were  therefore  able 
to  outbid  the  agents  of  the  British  colonies  with  the  Indians. 
For  years  there  had  been  occasional  troubles  between  the 
New  England  States  and  the  French,  the  latter  employing 
the  Indians  in  hara-sing  the  border;  but  until  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century  there  had  been  nothing  like  a 
general  trouble.     In  1749  the  Marquis  of  Galissoniere  was 
governor-general  of  Canada;  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle 
had  been  signed;  but  this  had  done  nothing  to  settle  the 
vexed  question  of  the  boundaries  between  the  English  and 
French  colonies.      Meanwhile  the  English  traders  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia  were  poaching  on  the  domain 
which  France  claimed  as  hers,  ruining  the  French  fur  trade, 
and   making   friends  with  the  Indian  allies  of  Canada! 
Worse  still,  farmers  were  pushing  westward  and  settling 
in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio. 

In  order  to  drive  these  back,  to  impress  the  natives  with 
the  power  of  France,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  alle- 
glance,  the  governor  of  Canada  in  the  summer  of  1749  sent 
Oeloron  do  Bienville.  He  had  with  him  fourteen  officers, 
twenty  Frtn.  ;  soldiers,  a  hundred  and  eiirhtv  Canadians, 
and  a  bauo  ui  Indians.  They  embarked  in  twenty-three 
birch-bark  canoes,  and  pushing  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  reached 


150 


WITH  WOUTfi  l^  CANADA:   OR, 


$1 


m 


i; 


Lake  Ontario,  Bioppin^  ..r  .i  time  at  the  Fnmch  fort  of 
l^rontenac,  and  avoiding  the  rival  En^^lish  port  of  Oswo.^o 
0.1  the  soutliern  shore,  wliero  a  trade  in  beavcrskins  di^sa's- 
trons  to  treiudi  interests  was  being  earried  on,  for  tlieEn- 
iHh  trader,  sold  their  goods  at  vud1;  !,  ,r  j.rices  tlum 
those  wlueh  tlie  Kreneli  had  charged. 

Ontl.e  Gth  of  July  the  party'reaehed  Niagara,  whore 
there  was  a  small  French  fort,  and  thence,  carrying  their 
canoes  round  the  cataract,  launched  them  upon  Lake  Erie 
Landirg  again  on  the  southern  shore  of  the  lake,  they  car- 
rier, their  canoes  nine  miles  through  the  forest  to  Ciiautau- 
qua  Lake,  and  then  dropped  down  the  stream  running  out 
of  It  until  they  reached  the  Ohio.     The  fertile  country  here 
was  inhabited  by  the  Delawares,  Shawanoes,  Wyandots,  and 
Iroquois  or  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  had  migrated 
thither  from  their  original  terruories  in  the  colony  of  New 
York.     Further  we«t,  on  the  banks  of  tlu;  Miami,  the  Wa- 
bash, and  otliti  streams,  was  a  coi  ro(]t>racy  of  the  Miamis 
and  their  kindred  tribes;  still  further  west  in  the  country 
of  the  Illinois,  near  the  Mississippi,  the  French  had  a  strong 
s  one  fort  called  Fort  Chartrcb,  which  formed  one  of  the 
chief  links  of  the  chain  of  posts  that  connected  Quebec  with 
iVew  Orleans. 

The  French  missi     aries  und  the  .  .onch political  agents 
had  for  seventy  years  labored  hard  to  bring  these  Indian 
tribes  into  close  connecf  :o>.  with  France.     The  missionaries 
had  iailed  signally;  but  tlio  presents  so  lavishly  bestowed 
had  inclined  the  tribes  to  the  side  of  tlieiv  donors,  until  tlu- 
Enghsh  traders  with  their  cheap  .croofi.  uam-.  pushing  west 
over  the  Alleghanies.  They  carri.     iioir  .^oods  on  the  bncks 
of  horses,  and  journeyed  from        lag     to  village,  selling 
powoer,  rum,  calicoes,  beads,  anu  u-inkeis.     No  less  tlmn 
tn'-ee  hundred  men  were  engnged  in  these  enterprises,  and 
^ome  of  them  puslied  ;xs  far  west  as  the  Mississippi. 
As  the  party  of  Oeloron  proceeded  they  nailed  plates  of 
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tin  stamped  witli  the  arms  of  Vvaucc  to  trees,  aiul  burird 
liliites  of  leiid  iic;ir  tlicm  witli  iiisoriptioiis,  siiyingtliiit  (hoy 
took  possession  of  the  hind  in  tlie  name  of  Louis  XV.,  King 
of  Franco.  Many  of  tlu!  vilhiges  were  found  to  be  deserted 
by  the  natives,  who  fl.-l  at  tlieir  a[)proaoh.  At  some,  how- 
ever, they  found  English  traders,  wlio  were  warned  at  once 
to  leave  the  country,  and  by  some  of  them  letters  were  sent 
to  tlio  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  Celoron  declared 
that  he  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  Englishmen  trespass- 
ing in  the  domain  of  Fran(  ,  and  that  his  orders  were  pre- 
cise, to  leave  no  foreign  traders  within  the  limits  of  the 
government  of  Canada. 

At  Chiningue,  called  Logstown  by  the  English,  a  large 
number  of  natives  were  gathered,  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  iluserted  villages  liaving  sought  refuge  there.  The 
French  were  received  with  a  volley  of  balls  from  the  shore; 
but  they  landed  without  replying  to  the  fire,  and  hostilities 
were  a^  oided.  The  French  kept  guard  all  night,  and  in 
■  e  morning  Celeron  invited  the  chiefs  to  a  council,  when 
he  told  them  he  had  come  by  tlie  order  of  the  governor  to 
open  V  r  eyes  to  the  designs  of  the  English  against  their 
lands,  and  tliat  they  must  bi'  driven  away  at  once.  The 
reply  of  the  chiefs  was  humble;  but  they  begge.l  that  the 
English  traders,  of  whom  there  were  at  that  moment  ten 
in  the  town,  might  stay  a  little  longer,  since  the  goods 
they  brought  u  ore  necessai  j  to  them. 

After  making  presents  to  the  chiefs  the  party  proo  -  ded 
on  their  way,  putting  up  tJio  coats  of  arms  and  burying  the 
lead  inscriptions.  At  Scioto  a  large  number  of  Indians 
were  assembled,  and  the  French  were  very  apprehensive  of 
an  attack,  which  would  doubtless  have  been  disastrous  to 
them,  as  the  Canadians  of  the  party  were  altogether  unused 
to  war.  A  >  iincil  was  held,  however,  at  which  Celeron 
C"uld  obtain  no  satisfaction  whate'cr,  for  the  interests  of 
the  Indians  were  bound  up  with  the  English. 
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Thoro  can  bo  no  doubt  thut  bud  tbey  boon  ubk-  to  look 
into  the  futuro  oven-  Indian  on  tlio  continent  would  have 
joined  tbo  French  in  tboir  effort  to  crush  the  Engliah  col- 
onies. ILul  Franco  remained  master  of  America  the  Indians 
might  oven  now  be  roaming  free  and  unmolested  on  tho 
lands  of  their  forefathers.  France  is  not  a  colonizing  na- 
tion; she  would  have  traded  with  the  Indians,  would  have 
endeavored  to  Christianize  thorn,  and  would  have  loft  them 
their  land  and  freedom,  well  satisfied  with  the  fact  that  the 
Aug  of  France  should  wave  over  so  vast  an  extent  of  coun- 
try; but  on  England  conquering  the  soil,  her  armies  of 
emigrants  pressed  west,  and  the  red  man  is  fast  becoming 
extinct  on  the  continent  of  which  he  was  once  the  lord. 

Celoron's  expedition  sailed   down  tho    Ohio    until    it 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  Miami,  and  toiled  for  thirteen 
days  against  its  shallow  current  until  they  reached  a  village 
of  the  Miami  Indians,  ruled  over  by  a  chief  called  by  the 
French  La  Demoiselle,  but  whom  the  English,  whose  fast 
friend  he  was,  called  Old  Britain.     He  was  the  great  chief 
of  the  Miami  confederation.     The  English  traders  there 
withdrew  at  the  approach  of  the  French.    The  usual  coun- 
cil was  held,  and  Celoron  urged  the  chief  to  remove  from 
this  location,  which  he  had  but  newly  adopted,  and  to  take 
up  his  abode  with  his  band  near  the  French  fort  on  tho 
Maumee.      Tho   chief  accepted   the    Frenchman's  gifts, 
thanked  him  for  his  good  advice,  and  promised  to  follow  it 
at  a  more  convenient  time;    but  neither  promises   nor 
throats  could  induce  him  to  stir  at  once. 

No  sooner,  indeed,  had  the  French  departed  than  the 
chief  gathered  tho  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
federation on  that  spot,  until,  in  less  than  two  years  after 
the  visit  of  Celoron,  its  population  had  increased  eightfold, 
and  it  became  one  of  the  greatest  Indian  towns  of  the  west 
and  the  centre  of  Engiisli  trade  and  influence.  Celoron 
reached  Miami,  and  then  returned  northward  to  Lake  Erie 


THE  WTVNIKG  OF  A  CONTINENT. 


l:.:j 


and  tliciico  bii'jk  to  Mont  mil,  when  he  ivported  to  tliojifov- 
crnor  that  English  influonco  was  supreme  in  the  vulloy  of 
the  Ohio. 

In  the  following  year  u  eornpany  was  formed  in  Virginia 
for  elTecting  a  settlement  in  Ohio,  and  a  party  proceeded 
west  to  the  village  of  the  chief  cidled  Old  Britain,  by  whom 
th.ey  were  received  with  great  friendship,  and  a  treaty  of 
peace  Was  solemnly  made  between  the  English  and  tlut  In- 
dians, AVhile  the  festivities  consequent  on  the  affair  wore 
going  on,  four  Ottawa  Indians  arrived  from  the  P'rench 
with  the  Erencli  flag  and  gifts,  but  they  were  dismissed  with 
an  answer  of  defiance.  If  at  this  time  the  colonists  could 
have  leniented  their  alliance  with  the  Indians  with  gifts 
similar  to  those  with  which  the  French  endeavored  to  pur- 
chase their  friendship,  a  permanent  peace  with  the  Indians 
might  have  been  established,  but  the  mutual  jealousies  of 
the  colonies  and  the  nature  of  the  various  colonial  assem- 
blies rendered  any  common  action  impossible.  Pennsylva- 
nia was  jealous  of  the  westward  advance  of  Virginia,  and 
desired  to  thwart  rather  than  to  assist  her. 

The  governors  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia 
were  fully  conscious  of  the  importance  of  the  Indian  alli- 
ance, but  they  could  do  nothing  without  their  assemblies. 
Those  of  Xew  York  and  Pennsylvania  were  lai-gely  com- 
posed of  tradesmen  and  farmers  absorbed  in  local  interests, 
and  animated  but  by  two  motives,  the  cutting  down  of  all 
expenditure  and  bitter  and  continuous  opposition  to  the 
governor  who  represented  the  royal  authority.  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  quarrelled  about  their  respective  rights 
over  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  The  assembly  of  New  York 
refused  to  join  in  any  comT.ion  action,  saying,  "  We  will 
take  care  of  our  Indians  and  they  may  take  care  of  theirs." 
The  States  further  removed  from  the  fear  of  any  danger 
from  the  action  of  the  Indians  and  French  were  altogether 
lukewarm. 
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1  hus  neither  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  nor  on  the  boim- 
danes  of  the  New  Englund  States  did  the  Indians  receive 
their  promised  gifts,  and  as  the  French  agents  were  liberal 
both  in  presents  and  promises,  the  Indians  became  discon- 
tented with  their  new  friends  and  again  turned  their  eyes 
towai^  France.  Old  Britain,  however,  remained  firm  in 
his  alliance,  and  the  English  traders,  by  constant  presents 
and  by  selling  their  goods  at  the  lowest  possible  rates,  kept 
him  and  his  warriors  highly  satisfied  and  contented. 

rhe  French  in  vain  tried  to  stir  up  the  friendly  tribes  to 
attack  Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  village  of  Old  Brit- 
ain, which  were  the  two  centres  to  which  the  Indians  went 
to  trade  with  the  English,  but  they  were  unsuccessful 
until,  in  June,  1753,  Charles  Langlade,  a  young  French 
trader  married  to  a  squaw  at  Green  Bay,  and  strong  in 
influence  with  the  tribes  of  that  region,  came  down  the 
lakes  with  a  fleet  of  canoes  manned  by  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Ottawa  and  Ojibwa  warriors.     They  stopped  a  while 
at  the  fort  at  Detroit,  then  paddled  up  the  Maumee  to  the 
next  fort,  and  thence  marched  thrcugh  the  forests  against 
the  Miamis.  ^ 

They  approached  Old  Britain's  village  in  the  morning 
Most  of  the  Indians  were  away  on  their  summer  hunt,  and 
there  were  but  eight  English  traders  in  the  place.  Three 
of  these  were  caught  outside  the  village;  the  remaining  five 
took  refuge  in  the  fortifi.^d  warehouse  they  had  built,  and 
there  defended  tiiemselves. 

Old  Britain  and  the  little  band  with  him  fouglit  bravely 
but  against  such  overwhelming  numbers  could  do  nothing 
and  fourteen  of  them,  including  their  chief,  were  killed 
The  nve  white  men  defended  themselves  till  the  afternoon 
^vhen  two  of  them  managed  to  make  thoir  escape,  and  the 
other  throe  surrendered.  One  of  them  was  already  wounded 
and  was  at  once  lulled  by  the  French  Indians.  Seventy 
years  of  the  teaching  of  the  French  missionaries  had  not 
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weaned  the  hitter  from  cannibalism,  and  Old  Britain  was 
boiled  and  eaten. 

The  Marquis  of  Duquesne,  who  had  succeeded  Galisso- 
niere  as  governor,  highly  praised  Langlade  tor  the  enter- 
prise, and  recommended  him  to  the  minister  at  home  for 
reward.  This  bold  enterprise  further  shook  the  alliance 
of  the  Indians  witJi  the  English,  for  it  seemed  to  them  that 
tlie  French  were  enterprising  and  energetic,  while  the  Eng- 
lish were  slothful  und  cowardly  and  neglected  to  keep  their 
agreements.  The  French  continued  to  build  forts,  and 
.Oinwiddie,  governor  of  Virginia,  sent  George  Washington 
to  protest  in  his  name  against  their  building  forts  on  land 
notoriously  belonging  to  the  English  crown. 

AVashington  performed  the  long  and  toilsome  journey 
through  the  forests  at  no  slight  risks,  and  delivered  his 
message  at  the  forts,  but  nothing  came  of  it.  The  governor 
of  Virginia,  seeing  the  approaching  danger,  made  the  great- 
est efforts  to  induce  the  other  colonies  to  join  in  common 
action ;  but  North  Carolina  alone  answered  the  appeal,  and 
gave  money  enough  to  raise  three  or  four  hundred  men. 
Two  independent  companies  maintained  by  England  in 
New  York,  and  one  in  South  Carolina,  received  orders  to 
march  to  Virginia.  The  governor  had  raised  with  great 
difficulty  three  hundred  men.  They  were  called  the  Vir- 
ginia Piegiment.  An  English  gentleman  mimed  Joshua 
Fry  was  appointed  the  colonel  and  Washington  their 
major. 

Fry  was  at  Alexandria,  on  the  Potomac,  with  half  the  regi- 
ment. Washington  with  the  other  half  had  pushed  for- 
ward to  the  store-house  at  Wills  Creek,  which  was  to  form 
the  base  of  operations.  Besides  these  Captain  Trent  with 
a  band  of  backwoodsmen  had  crossed  the  mountain  to  build 
a  fort  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  where  Pittsburg  now 
stands.  Trent  had  gone  back  to  Wi'ls  Creek,  leaving  En- 
sign Ward  with  forty  men  at  work  upon  the  fort,  when,  ou 
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the  17th  of  Apri],  a  swarm  of  canoes  came  down  the  Al- 
leghany with  over  five  hundred  Frenchmen,  who  planted 
cannon  against  the  unfinislied  stockade  and  summoned  the 
ensign  to  surrender;  he  had  no  recourse  but  to  submit,  and 
was  allowed  to  depart  with  his  men  across  the  mountains. 
The  Frencli  at  once  set  to  to  build  a  strong  fort,  which 
they  named  Fort  Duquosno.  While  the  governor 'of  Vir- 
ginia had  been  toiling  in  vain  to  get  the  colonists  to  move, 
the  French  had  acted  promptly,  and  the  erection  of  their 
new  fort  at  once  covcx-ed  their  line  of  communication  to 
the  west,  barred  the  advance  of  the  English  down  the  Ohio 
valley,  and  secured  the  allegiance  of  all  the  wavering  In- 
dian tribes. 

Although  war  had  not  yet  been  declared  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  the  colonists,  after  this  seizure  by  French 
soldiers  of  a  fort  over  which  the  English  flag  was  flying, 
henceforth  acted  as  if  the  two  powers  were  at  war.  Wash- 
ington moved  forward  from  Wills  Creek  with  his  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  surprised  a  French  force  which  had 
gone  out  scouting. 

Several  of  tiie  French  wore  killed,  and  the  commander 
of  Fort  Duquesne  sent  dispatches  to  France  to  say  that  he 
had  sent  this  party  out  with  a  communication  to  Washing- 
ton, and  that  they  had  been  treacherously  assassinated. 
This  obscure  skirmish  was  the  commencement  of  a  war 
which  set  two  continents  on  fire.  Colonel  Fry  died  a  few 
days  after  this  fight,  and  Washington  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  regiment,  and  collected  his  three  hundred 
men  at  Cfreen  Meadow,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  few  In- 
dians and  by  a  company  from  South  Carolina. 

The  French  at  Duquesne  were  quickly  reinforced,  and 
the  command  was  given  to  Coulou  de  Villiers,  the  brother 
of  an  officer  who  had  been  killed  in  the  skirmish  with 
Washington.  Tin  at  onrc  advanced  against  the  English, 
who  had  fallen  back  to  a  rough  breastwork  which  they 
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called  Fort  Necessity,  Washington  having  but  four  hundn.a 
meT,  against  five  hundred  Freneli  and  as  many  Indians    ^ 

lor  nine  hours  tlie  Frencii  kepi  up  a  hot  fire  on  the  in- 
trenchment  but  without  success,  and  at  niglitfall  Villiers 
proposed  a  parley.  The  French  ammunition  was  vmmiu^r 
short,  the  men  were  fatigued  by  their  marches  and  drenched 
by  the  rain  which  had  been  falling  the  whole  day.  The 
i^ng  ish  wore  in  a  still  worse  plight;  their  powder  M-as 
nearly  spent,  their  guns  were  foul,  and  among  them  they 
had  but  two  cleaning-rods. 

After  a  parley  it  was  agreed  that  the  English  should 
march  off  with  drums  beating  and  the  honors  of  war,carrv- 
ing  with  them  all  their  property;  that  the  prisoners  taken 
m  the  previous  affair  should  be  set  free,  two  officers  re- 
maining with  the  French  as  hostages  until  they  were  handed 
over.     AVashington  and  his  men  arrived  utterly  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  famine  at  Wills  Creek.     This  action  left 
the  French  masters  of  the  whole  country  beyond  the  Al- 
leghanies.     The  two  mother  nations  were  now  preparing 
for  war,  and  in  the  middle  of  January,  1755,  Major-Gen*^ 
eral  Braddock,  Avith  the  44th  and  48th  Regiments,  each  five 
hundred  strong,  sailed  from  Cork  for  Virginia,  while  the 
^rench  sent  eighteen  ships  of  war  and  six  battalions  to 
Canada.     Admiral  Roscawen,  with  eleven  ships  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate,  set  out  to  intercept  the  French  expedition 
The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  evaded  him,  but  he  came  up 
with  three  of  the  French  men-of-war,  opened  fire  upon  them 
and  captured  them.     Up  to  this  time  a  pretence  of  nego- 
tiations  had  been  maintained  between  England  and  France 
but  the  capture  of  the  French  ships  brought  the  negotia- 
tions to  a  sudden  end,  and  the  war  began. 

A  worse  selection  than  that  of  Major-General  Braddock 
could  hardly  have  been  made;  he  was  a  brave  officer  ntid  a 
good  soldier,  but  he  was  rough,  coarse,  and  obstinate;  he 
Utterly  despised    the  colonial  troops,  and   regarded  all 
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methods  of  fi/rhting  save  those  pursued  by  regular  armies 
in  the  field  with  ahsoluto  contempt.  To  send  such  a  man 
to  command  troops  destined  to  figlit  in  thick  forests 
against  an  enemy  skilled  in  warfare  of  that  kind  w..;?  to 
court  defeat. 

As  might  be  expected,  Braddock  was  verv  soon  on  t]je 
worst  possible  terms  with  tlie  whole  of  the  colonial  authori- 
ties, and  tlie  delays  caused  by  the  indecision  or  obstinacy 
of  the  colonial  assemblies  cliafed  him  to  madness.  At  last, 
however,  his  force  was  assembled  at  WiHs  Creek.  The  two 
English  regiments  had  been  raised  by  enlistment  in  Vir- 
ginia to  700  men  each.  There  were  nine  Virginian  com- 
panies of  fifty  men  and  the  thirty  sailors  lent  by  Commo- 
doro  Keppel.  General  Braddock  had  three  aides-de-camp 
—Captain  Biobert  Orme,  Captain  Roger  Morris,  and  Colonel 
George  Washington. 

It  was  the  1st  of  June  when  James  Walsham  rode  with 
Colonel  Washington  into  tlie  camp,  and  three  days  later 
the  last  companies  of  the  Virginian  corps  marched  in 
During  the  n^xt  week  some  of  the  English  ofificers  at- 
tempted  to  dn!l  the  Virginians  in  the  manner  of  EngUsh 
troojis. 

"It  is  a  waste  of  time,'' Colonel  Washington  said  to 
James  one  day  when  he  was  watching  them,  "and  worse 
These  men  can  ght  their  own  way,  most  of  them  are  good 
shots  and  have  a  fair  idea  of  forest-fighting;  let  them  go 
their  own  way  and  they  can  be  trusted  to  hold  their  own 
against  at  least  an  equal  number  of  French  and  Indians 
but  they  would  be  hopelessly  at  sea  if  they  were  called 
upon  to  fight  like  English  regulars.  Most  likely  the  ene- 
my  will  attack  ns  in  the  forest,  and  what  good  will  form- 
ing in  line,  or  wiieeliug  on  a  flank,  or  any  of  the  things 
which  the  general  is  trying  to  drum  into  their  heads  do  to 

them?       Tf    ths^  Vrunni^    o..^   f,,^J,,U     V     i  -i       ■    ^       i 

-_  -..  ^ ,!  t^,-  io.-:;cii  cii-^iigu  i,o  wait  at  Fort 

Duquesne  until  we  arrive,  I  have  no  doubt  wo  shall  beat 
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t]>em,  hut  if  tl.ey  attack  us  in  the  woods  it  will  go  hard 
with  us.  ^ 

During  tlio  ten  days  which  elapsed  between  his  arrival 
and  tiie  start  James  was  kept  hard  at  work,  being  for  tJio 
most  part  employed  galloping  up  and  down  the  road  uri,- 
ing  up  the  wagoners,  and  bringing  back  reports  as  to  thdr 
position  and  progress.  On  the  10th  of  June  the  army 
s  arted;  300  axe-men  led  the  way,  cutting  and  clearing  the 
Zo'JlT  T%  "'  Pf  k-horses,  wagons,  and  cannon 

iollowed,  the  troops  marched  in  the  forest  on  either  side 
while  men  were  thrown  out  on  the  flanks  and  scouts  ranged 
the  woods  to  guard  against  surprise. 

The  road  was  cut  but  twelve  feet  wide,  and  the  line  of 
march  often  extended  four  miles.  Thus  day  by  day  thev 
toiled  on,  crossing  tlie  Allegl.any  Mountains,  range  after 

l^Z'1'7  f  """""^^'  '^''''''  ^"*"  "  ^^^"^"^^  "'^^^  '-^^^ '"ding  a 
r  dge,  but  always  m  the  deep  shadow  of  the  forest.     A  few 

of  the  enemy  hovered  round  them,  occasionally  killing  a 
straggler  who  fell  behind.  On  the  18th  of  June  the  arly 
reached  a  place  called  the  Little  Meadows.  So  weak  we^e 
the  hors.^  from  want  of  forage  that  the  last  marches  had 
I'Z  ^    V^T  "''''^'  ^''^'  "^^  "P^^^  Washington's  advice 

the  sick  men  and  a  strong  guard  under  Colonel  Dunbar 
Jhile  he  advanced  with  1,J>00  men,  besides  officers  and 
drivers.  But  tlie  progress  was  still  no  more  than  three 
miles  a  day  and  it  was  not  until  the  7th  of  July  that  thev 
arrived  withm  eight  miles  of  the  French  fort 

Between  them  lay,  however,  an  extremely  difficult  coun- 
try  with  a  narrow  defile,  and  Eraddock  determined  to  ford 
the  Mononguhela  and  then  cross  it  again  lower  down.  The 
garrison  of  Fort  Duquesne  consisted  of  a  fewcompariesof 
regular  troops,  some  hundreds  of  Canadians,  and  SOO  In- 
dian warriors  They  were  kept  informed  by  the  scouts  of 
the  progress  of  the  English,  and  when  the  latter  approachea 
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llie  Monongaholii  a  party  uiuler  Captain  Boaujou  set  out  to 
meet  them.     His  foreo  cun.si.sLed  of  ();J7  lucliaii's,  100  French 
otlicers  and  soldiers,  and   14(j  Canadians,  in  all  about  !iOO 
men.    At  one  o'clock  in  the  day  Jlraddock  -crossed  the  Mo- 
nongahola  for  the  second  time;  the  troops  had  all  the  day 
been  expecting  the  attack  and  had  prepared  for  it.     At  the 
second  ford  the  army  nuirched  in  martial  order  with  music 
playing  and  flags  flying.     Once  across  the  river,  they  halted 
for  a  short  time  and  then  again  continued  their  advance. 
Braddock  made  every  disposition  for  preventing  a  sur- 
prise.    Several  guides  with  six  Virginian  light  horsemen 
led  the  way,  then  came  the  advanced  column  consisting  of 
300  soldiers  under  Gage,  and  a  large  body  of  axe-men  un- 
der Sir  John  Sinclair  with  two  can7ion.     The  main  body 
followed  close  behind.     The  artillery  and  wagons  moved 
along  the  road,  the  troops  marched  through  the  woods  on 
either  hand,  numerous  fhiuking  parties  were  thrown  out  a 
hundred  yards  or  more  right  and  left,  and  in  the  space  be- 
tween them  and  the  line  of  troops  the  pack-horses  and  cattle 
made  their  way  as  they  oest  could  among  the  trees.     Beau- 
jeu  had  intended  to  place  his  men  in  ambuscade  at  the 
ford,  but  owing  to  various  delays  caused  by  the  Indians 
he  was  still  a  mile  away  from  the  ford  when  the  Bi-itish 
crossed.    He  was  marching  forward  when  he  came  suddenly 
upon  the  little  party  of  guides  and  Virginian  light  horse- 
men.    These  at  once  fell  back,  the  Indians  raised  their 
war-whoop,  and  spreading  right  and  left  among  the  trees 
opened  a  sharj)  fire  upon  the  British. 

Gage's  column  wheeled  deliberately  into  line  and  fired  ' 
volley  after  volley  with  great  steadiness  at  the  invisible  op- 
ponents. The  greater  part  of  the  Canadians  bolted  at  once, 
but  the  Indians  kept  up  their  fire  from  behind  the  shelter 
of  the  trees.  Gage  brought  up  his  two  cannon  and  opened 
fire,  and  the  iTidiiuia  ulm  ivwi  .i  ii/^w/^..  r^f  .,..<;ii i ,„ 


ftlso  to  fall  b^ck.    The  English  advanced  in  regular  li 
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cheering  loiully.  Beaujou  fell  dead;  but  Captain  Pumas, 
who  succeeded  him  in  command,  advanced  at  the  head  of 
his  small  party  of  French  soldiers  and  opened  a  heavy  fire. 

The  Indians,  encouraged  by  tlie  example,  ndlied  and 
again  came  forward,  and  while  the  P'reneh  regulars  and 
the  few  Canadians  wb.o  had  not  fled  held  the  ground  in 
front  of  the  column,  the  Indians  swarmed  through  the  for- 
ests along  both  flanks  of  the  English,  and  from  behind 
trees,  bushes,  and  rocks  opened  a  withering  fire  upon  them. 
The  troops,  bewildered  and  amazed  by  the  fire  poured  into 
them  by  an  invisible  foe  and  by  the  wild  war-whoops  of 
the  Indians,  ceased  to  advance,  and  standing  close  together 
poured  fruitlessly  volley  after  volley  into  the  surrounding 
forest. 

On  hearing  the  firing,  Braddock,  leaving  400  men  in  the 
rear  under  Sir  Peter  Ilalket  to  guard  the  baggage,  ad- 
vanced with  the  main  body  to  support  Gage;  but  Just  as 
he  came  up  the  soldiers,  appalled  by  the  fire  which  was 
mowing  them  down  in  scores,  abandoned  their  cannon  and 
fell  back  in  confusion.  This  threw  the  advancing  force 
into  disorder,  and  the  two  regiments  became  mixed  to- 
gether, massed  in  several  dense  bodies  within  a  small  sjiace 
of  ground,  facing  some  one  way  and  some  another,  all  alike 
exposed  without  shelter  to  the  hail  of  bullets.  Men  and 
oflScers  were  alike  new  to  warfare  like  this;  they  had  been 
taught  to  fight  in  line  against  solid  masses  of  the  enemy, 
and  against  an  invisible  foe  like  the  present  they  were  help- 
less. The  Virginians  alone  were  equal  to  the  emergency. 
They  at  once  adopted  their  familiar  forest  tactics,  and  tak- 
ing their  post  behind  trees  began  to  fight  the  Indians  in 
their  own  way. 

Had  Braddock  been  a  man  of  judgment  and  temper  the 
fortunes  of  the  day  might  yet  have  been  retrieved,  for  the 

-  ••  g,f 'lidiia  v.-Ui-t   i-ttr-.:  •_  urrt^ivca    tilt::    ii:;;ia:;3   unt-U    liixs  XjTiS- 

lish  troops  were  rallied  and  prepared  to  meet  the  difliculty; 
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but  to  Bradclock  tlie  idea  of  men  figlitin^  belmul  trees  was 
at  once  cowardly  and  opposed  to  all  2nilitary  discipline 
and  he  dashed  forward  on  his  horse  and  with  fierce  oaths' 
oidered  the  Virginians  to  form  line.     A   body  of  them 
however,  nnder  Captain  AVaggoner,madea  dash  for  a  hugj 
fallen  tree  far  out  toward  the  h.rking-places  of  tlie  In- 
dians, and  crouching  behind  it  opened  tire  upon  them;  but 
tlie  regulars  seeing  the  smoke  among  the  bushes  took  them 
for  the  encn.y,  and  firing  killed  many  and  forc-d  the  rest 
to  return. 

rJAV^ ^)V"^'^'"'''  ^''''^  *°  '"'''''''  '^'  Indians  and 
figlit  behind  the  trees,  but  Hraddock  beat  them  back  with 

the  flat  of  his  sword  and  forced  them  to  stand  witli  the 

others  ,vho  were  now  hnddled  in  a  mass  forming  a  target 

00  o    .r^T  ^f'"'-     ^^i-^t«^^'"^t-Colonel  Burton  fed 
100  ot  them    oward  a  knoll  from  whieli  the  puffs  can.o 
thickest,  but  he  fell  wounded,  and  his  men,  on  whom  the 
enemy  instantly  concentrated  their  fire,  fell  back.     The 
soldiers,  poweidess  against  the  unseen  foe-for  afterward 
some  0    tlie  officers  and  men  who  escaped   declared  1 1 1 1 
hroughout  the  whole  fight  they  had  not  seen  a  single 
Indnm-discharged  their  guns  aimlessly  among  the  trees. 
They  were  half  stupoiied  now  with  the  terror  and  con- 
fusion of  the  scene,  the  rain  of  bullets,  the  wild  yells  which 
burst   ceaselessly  from    their   000   savage  foemen;    while 
he  horses,  wid  with  terror  and  wounds,  added  to  the  con! 
fusion  by  dashing  madly  hither  and  thither.     Braddock 
behaved  with  furious  intrepidity;    he  dashed  hither  a'd 
th  tier  shouting  and  storming  at  the  men  and  striving  to 
get  them  in  order  and  to  lead  them  to  attack  the  enemy 
Four  horses  were  one  after  the  other  shot  under  him;  his' 
officers  behaved  with  equal  courage  and  self-devotion/and 
m  vam  attempted  to  lead  on  the  men,  sometimes  ad^anc^ 
lug  in  parties  toward  the  Indian  in  liopos  that  th.  «oLh>vs 


Avould  follow  them.     Sir  Peter  llalket  wus  killed; 
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and  Morris  the  two  aides-de-camp,  Sinclair  the  quarter- 
master-gcuerul,  Gates,  Gage,  and  Gladwin  were  wounded. 
Of  86  officers  03  were  killed  or  disabled,  while  of  1,373  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  only  459  came  off  un- 
harmed. 

James  Walsham  had  been  riding  by  the  r  '  Washing- 
ton when  the  fight  began,  and  followed  hiai  closely  as  he 
galloped  among  the  trooi)8  trying  to  rally  and  lead  them 
forAvard.  Washington's  horse  was  pierced  by  a  ball  and, 
staggering,  fell.  James  leaped  from  his  horse  and  gave  it 
to  the  colonel,  and  then,  seidng  that  there  was  nothing  for 
him  to  do,  withdrew  a  short  distance  from  the  crowd  of 
soldiers  and  crouched  down  between  tlie  trunks  of  two 
great  trees  growing  close  to  each  other,  one  of  which  pro- 
tected him  for  the  most  part  from  the  fire  of  the  Indians 
and  the  other  from  the  not  less  dangerous  fire  of  the  Eng- 
lish. 

Presently,  seeing  a  soldier  fall  at  a  short  distance  from 
him,  he  ran  out  and  picked  up  his  musket  and  cartridge- 
box  and  began  to  fire  at  the  bushes  where  the  puffs  of 
smoke  showed  that  men  were  in  hiding.  After  three 
hours'  passive  endurance  of  this  terrible  fire,  Braddock, 
seeing  that  all  was  lost,  commanded  a  retreat,  and  he  and 
such  officers  as  were  loft  strove  to  draw  off  the  soldiers  in 
some  semblance  of  order;  but  at  this  moment  a  bullet 
struck  him,  and  passing  tlwough  his  arm  penetrated  his 
lungs,  and  he  fell  from  his  horse.  lie  demanded  to  be  left 
where  he  lay,  but  Oaptain  Stewart,  of  the  Virginians,  and 
one  of  his  men  bore  him  between  them  to  the  rear. 

The  soldiers  had  now  spent  all  their  ammunition,  and, 
no  longer  kept  in  their  places  by  their  general,  broke  away 
in  a  wild  panic.  Washington's  second  horse  had  now  been 
shot,  and  as,  trying  to  check  the  men,  he  passed  the  trees 
where  James  had  taken  up  his  position,  v.ie  latter  joined 
him.    In  vain  Washington  and  his  other  officers  tried  lu 
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rally  the  men  at  the  ford.     Tliey  dashed  across  it,  wild  with 
fear,  leaving  their  wounded  comrades,  cannon,  baffffafje 
and  military  chest  a  prey  to  the  Indians. 

Fortunately  only  about  fifty  of  the  Indians  followed  lis 
far  as  the  ford,  the  rest  being  occupied  in  killing  the 
wounded  and  scalping  the  dead.  Dumas,  who  had  now  but 
twenty  Frenchmen  left,  fell  back  to  the  fort,  and  the  rem- 
nants of  Braddock's  force  continued  the  flight  unmolested 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE    FIGHT  AT  LAKE   GEORGE. 

Fortunate  whs  it  for  tlie  remnant  nf  Rv...i  i    i ,   ^ 
fort  to  exhibit  these  trophies  of  their  bruerv  fl  ^ 

the  woods  round  them  ^  ^""^  "^""'  '» 

soldiers  and  wagoner,  at  once  took  fli' 1     a, T  L  T  ^ 
was  he  ffhtened  whon  +i,«  ,  .   ^"M"i,  ana  the  panic 

arrived      Tw!  ^enmants  of  li.-addock's  force 

arrived.     Ihere  was  no  reason  to  suddosp  fl.nf  n 

pursued,  and  even  had  they  been  so  tSf  ^^  ""''" 

to  repel  an,  attack  that  couiltrde    ^  ^^f  Z  pTof 
hly  tlieir  commander  saw  that  in  ihJ.Z         ''"*^  P^'^ba- 

"S  riz  r;t7:-:i -- "-  -'■ " 

whole  border  onen  fn  f^«    '  7  "'"'"'^  ^^'"^«  the 
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A  hundred  wagons  were  burned,  tlie  cannon  and  shells 
burst,  and  the  barrels  of  powder  emptied  into  the  stream, 
the  stores  of  provisions  scattered  through  the  woods,  and 
then  the  force  began  its  retreat  over  the  mountains  to  Fort 
Cumberland,  sixty  miles  away.    General  Brarldock  died  the 
day  that  the  retreat  began;  his  last  words  were,  "AVe  shall 
know  better  how  to  deal  with  tliem  next  time."    The  news 
of  the  disaster  came  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  the  colonists; 
success  had  been  regarded  as  certain,  and  the  news  that 
some  fourteen  hundred  English  troops  had  been  utterly 
routed  by  a  body  of  French   and   Indians  of  half  their 
strength  seemed  almost  incredil)Ie.     I'ho  only  consolation 
was  that  the  hundred  and  fifty  Virginiaiis  who  had  accom- 
panied the  regulars  had  all,  as  was  acknowledged  by  the 
English  officers  themselves,  fought  with  the  greatest  brav- 
ery, and  had  kept  their  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  till 
the  last,  and  that  on  them  no  shadow  of  the  discredit  of  the 
affair  rested.     Indeed,  it  was  said  that  the  greatest  part 
were  killed  not  by  the  fire  of  the  Indians,  but  by  that  of 
the  troops,  who,  standing  in  masses,  fired  in  all  direction 
regardless  of  what  was  in  front  of  them. 

But  Colonel  Dunbar,  not  satisfied  with  retreating  to  tho 
safe  shelter  of  Fort  Cumberland,  to  the  amazement  of  the 
colonists  insisted  upon  withdrawing  with  his  own  force  to  ■ 
Philadelphia,  leaving  the  whole  of  the  frontier  open  to  the 
assaults  of  the  hostile  Indians.  After  waiting  a  short  time 
at  Philadelphia  he  marched  slowly  on  to  join  a  force  oper- 
ating against  the  French  in  the  region  of  Lake  George, 
more  than  two  hundred  miles  to  the  north.  He  took  with 
him  only  the  regulars,  the  provincial  regiments  being  under 
the  control  of  the  governors  of  their  own  States.  Washing- 
ton therefore  remained  behind  iu  Virginia  Avith  the  regi- 
ment of  that  colony.  The  blanks  made  in  Braddook's  fight 
were  filled  up,  and  the  force  raised  to  a  thousand  strong. 
With  these  he  was  to  protect  a  frontier  of  three  hundred 
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and  fifty  miles  long  against  an  activre  and  enterprising  foo 
more  numerous  than  himself,  and  who,  acting  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountain  and  in  the  shade  of  the  deep  forests, 
could  choose   heir  own  time  of  attack  and  launch  them- 

tZl  'fl/  T''  '"^  "^""^^  throughout  the  whole 
iength  of  the  frontier. 

Nor  were  the  troops  at  his  disposal  the  material  which  a 
commander  would  wish  to  have  in  his  hand.    Individually 
they  were  brave,  but  being  recruited  among  the  poor  whites, 
the  most  turbulent  and  troublesome  part  of  the  population 
they  were  wholly  unamenable  to  discipline,  and  Washing- 
ton had  no  means  whatever  for  enforcing  it.     He  applied 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  pass  a  law  enabling  him  to 
punish  disobedience,  but  for  months  they  hesitated  to  pass 
any  such  ordinance,  on  the  excuse  that  it  would  trench  on 
the  liberty  of  free  white  men. 

The  service,  indeed,  was  most  unpopular,  and  Washing- 
ton  whose  headquarters  were  at  Winchester,  could  do 
nothing  whatever  to  assist  the  settlements  on  Uie  border 
His  officers  were  as  unruly  as  the  men,  and  he  was  further 
hampered  by  having  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  Governor 
Dinwiddie  at  Williamsburg,  two  hundred  miles  way. 

^\  hat  do  you  mean  to  do  ? '"  he  hud  asked  James  Wal- 
sham  the  day  that  the  beaten  army  arrived  at  Fort  Cum- 
berland. 

iJ  ^  •^«.  "^*J^-"7/'  J^tmes  said.  "  I  certainly  will  not  con- 
tmue  with  Dunbar,  who  seems  to  me  to  be  acting  like  a 
coward ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  go  into  action  with  regulars  again, 
not  at  least,  until  they  have  been  taught  that  if  they  are 

don  all  their  traditions  of  drill,  and  must  fight  in  Indian 
fashion.  should  like  to  stay  with  you  if  you  will  allow  me.^' 
,,J.  '!;^"l^^^  ''''l^^'^'^  *«  ^'^"^^  y«»  ^vith  me,"  Washington 
here,  it  will  be  a  war  of  forays.    The  Indians  will  pounce 
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upon  a  village  or  solitury  farm-house,  murder  and  scalp  the 
inhabitants,  burn  the  buildings  to  the  ground,  and  in  an 
Hour  be  far  away  beyond  reach  of  pursuit.     All  that  I  can 
do  IS  to  occupy  the  chief  roads  by  which  they  can  advance 
into  tlie  heart  of  the  colony,  and  the  people  of  the  settle- 
ments lying  west  of  that  must,  perforce,  abandon  their 
Jiomestead.  and    fly  east   until  we  are  strong  enough  to 
again  take  up  the  offensive.     Were  I  in  your  place  I  would 
at  once  take  horse  and  ride  north.     You  will  then  be  in 
plenty  of  time,  if  inclined,  to  Join  in  the  expedition  against 
the  irench  on  Fort  George,  or  in  that  which  is  going  to 
march  on  Niagara.     I  fancy  the  former  will  be  ready  first. 
1  ou  will  find  things  better  managed  there  than  here.    The 
colonists  in  that  part  have  for  many  years  been  accustomed 
to  Indian-fighting,  and  they  will  not  be  hampered  by  having 
regular  troops  with  them,  whose  officers'  only  idea  of  wai^ 
fare  is  to  keep  their  men  standing  in  line  as  targets  for 
the  enemy.     There  are  many  bodies  of  experienced  scouts 
to  which  you  can  attach  yourself,  and  you  will  see  that 
white  men  can  beat  the  Indians  at  their  own  game  " 

Althouo-li  sorry  to  leave  the  young  Virginian*  officer, 
James  AValsham  thought  that  he  could  not  do  better  than 
follow  Ins  advice;  and  accordingly  the  next  day,  having 
procured  another  horse,  he  set  off  to  join  the  column  des- 
tini^d  to  operate  on  the  lakes. 

The  prevision  of  Washington  was  shortly  realized,  and  a- 
cloud  o±  red  warriors  descended  on  the  border  settlements 
carrying  murder,  rapine,  and  ruin  before  them.     Scores  of 
quiet  settlements  were  destroyed,  hundreds  of  men,  women      • 
and  clnldren  massacred,  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole  of 
the  outlying  farms  were  deserted,  and  crowds  of  weeping 
fugitives  flocked  eastward  behind  the  line  held  by  Wash- 
ington's regiment. 

But  bad  as  affairs  were  in  Virginia,  those  in  Pennsylvania 
were  infinitely  worse.     They  had  for  many  years  been  on 
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t  o,s  had  no  arm.  nor  ha<l  thoy  the  protection  in  the  way 

f,l  tlT  t1"  S'"""-"'"''"'  of  Virginia  put  npon  the 
f  ontier.  Tl,e  govornn.ent  of  the  "„io.,y  was  at  I'hiladd- 
p..a  (ar  to  the  cist,  and  sheltered  f,„n,  clanger,  and  the 
Quaker  assembly  there  refused  to  vote  n.onej  fo  a  single 
BO  J,er  to  protect  the  unhappy  colonists  on  the  fronti;..' 
They  held  ,t  a  sn,  to  light,  and  ahove  all  to  light  with  In- 
<  .ans,  and  as  long  as  they  themselves  were  free  from  the 
4".ger,  they  turned  „  deaf  ear  to  the  tales  of  massacre  and 
to  he  p,t,ful  cr,es  for  aid  which  can.e  from  the  frontier. 
But  even  greater  than  their  objection  to  war  was  their  pas- 
sion of  resistance  to  the  representative  of  royalty,  the  gov- 

Petition  after  petition  enmo  from  the  border  for  arms  and 
ammuntion  and  for  ,.  militia  law  to  en.ble  the  people  „ 
organize  and  defend  themselves;  but  the  Quakers  resisted 
declaring  that  liraddock's  defeat  was  a  jnst  judgment .  pon 
iim  and  his  soldiers  for  molesting  tlie  French  in  thei  et" 
tlement  in  Ohio.  They  passed,  indeed,  a  bill  for  rais  ng 
fifty  thousand  pounds  for  the  king's  use,  but  affixed  to  it  a 

sT;rf;f"h;  ta.'  '""  """""'"'  '"•""'  --  '«  W  "-ir 

To  this  condition  the  governor  was  un.able  to  assent,  for 

•according  to  the  constitution  of  the  colony,  to  which  he 

weie  free  of  all  taxation.    For  weeks  the  dead-lock  contin- 
ued; every  day  brought  news  of  massacres  of  tens,  fifties 
and  oven  hundreds  of  persons,  but  the  assemblv  rema  ied 
obstinate  iintd  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  principal  eiti    ns 

strt'eTo,  r"'  '"?•  """  *■""■•  *"""»""•  frouticrsmen 
stated  on  their  march  to  Philadelphia  to  compel  them  to 
take  niuusures  for  defence. 

Bodies  of  massacred  men  were  broMghfc  from  the  frontier 
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Villages  and  paraded  through  the  town,  and  so  threatonin^ 
became  the  aspect  of  the  population  that  the  assemblv  o^ 
Quakers  were  at  last  obliged  to  pass  a  militia  law.    It  was 
however  an  absolutely  useless  one;  it  specially  excepted  the 

It  lawful  for  such  as  chose  to  form  themselves  into  com- 
panies, and  to  elect  ofticers  by  ballot.    The  company  officers 
might  If  they  saw  fit,  elect,  also  by  ballot,  colonel  ,1  eu 
tenant-colonels,  and  majors.     These  last  n.ight  th^n     n 
conjunction  with  the  governor,  frame  articled  of  war'    o 
wh  ch,  however,  no  officer  or   man  was  to  be  subje    ed 
unless,  after  three  days'  consideration,  he  subscribed'  1  em 
n  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  declared  his  will 
ingness  to  be  bound  by  them. 

This  mockery  of  a  bill,  drawn  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
while  the  savages  were  raging  in  the  colony  and  the  smok 
of  a  hundred  villages  was  ascending  to  the  skies,  waT  re- 
ceived with  indignation  by  the  people,  and  this  rose  to 

lit.onally  had  not  a  circumstance  occurred   which  gave 

hem  a  decent  pretext  for  retreat.    The  governor  informed 

hem  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  the  proprietor' 

as  Penn's  heirs  were  called,  giving  to  the  pr  nnce  five 

thousand  pounds  to  aid  in  its  defence,  on  condition  th't 

the  money  should  be  accepted  as  a  free  gift  and  not "  the 

Sly  '  '''^  *^'"'  ""''  ''  ""^^""^  ^'  ^"'^  ^'y  '^'  ««■ 
Thereupon  the  assembly  struck  out  the  clause  tavin- 
the  proprietory  estates,  and  the  governor  signed  the  bill^ 
A  small  force  was  then  raised  which  enabled  the  Indians  to 
be  to  some  extent  kept  in  check;  but  there  was  no  safe  y 
for  the  unhappy  settlers  in  the  west  of  Pennsvlvania  durin^ 
the  next  three  years,  while  the  French  from  Montreal  were 
hounding  on  their  savage  allies  by  gifts  and  rewards  to 
deeds  of  massaero  and  bloodshed.     The  northern  colonies 
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Imd  shown  a  better  spirit.  Massachusetts,  which  had  alwavs 
hoen  ho  foremost  of  the  northern  colonics  in  resisting 
French  and  Indian  aggression,  had  at  once  taken  the  lead 
m  preparation  for  war.  No  less  than  4,.'500  men,  being  one 
in  eight  of  her  adult  males,  volunteered  to  fight  the  French 
and  enlisted  for  the  various  expeditions,  some  in  the  pa^ 
of  the  province,  some  in  that  of  the  kincr 

Shirley,  the  governor  of  Massachusettsjumself  a  colonist, 
was  requested  by  his  assembly  to  nominate  the  commander. 
He  did  no  choose  an  officer  of  that  province,  as  this  would 
Ime  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  others,  but  nominated 
William  Johnson,  of  New  York-a  choice  which  not  only 
pleased  that  important  province,  but  had  great  influence  in 
securing  the  alliance  of  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations 
among  whom  Johnson,  who  had  held  the  post  of  Indian 
commissioner,  was  extrenudy  popular. 

Connecticut  voted  1,300  men.  New  Hampshire  r,00,  Rhode 
Island  400,  and  New  York  800,  all  at  their  own  charge. 
Johnson,  before  assuming  the  command,  invited  the  war- 
riors of  the  Five  Nations  to  assemble  in  council.     Eleven 
hundred  Indian  warriors  answered  the  invitation,  and  after 
tour  days  speech-making  agreed  to  join.    Only  300  of  them 
however,  took  the  field,  for  so  many  of  their  friends  and 
relatives  were  fighting  for  the  French  that  the  rest,  when 
they  sobered  down  after  die  excitement  of  the  council  re 
turned  to  their  homes.  ' 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  the  attack  of  Crown 
Foint-an  important  military  post  on  Lake  Champlain- 
and  the  colonists  assembled  near  Albany;  but  there  were 
great  delays.  The  five  colonial  assemblies  controlled  their 
own  troops  and  supplies.  Connecticut  had  refused  to  send 
her  men  until  Shirley  promised  that  her  commanding  officer 
should  rank  next  to  Johnson,  and  the  whole  movement  was 
forborne  time  at  a  deud-lock  because  the  five  governments 
could  not  agree  about  their  contributions  of  artillery  and 
8tor6t 
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The  troops  wero  a  rougli-lookin.cr  bcdy.    Only  ono  of  the 
corps  luul  a  blue  uniform,  faced  witli  red ;  tlie  rest  wore  their 
ordinary  farm  clothing.    All  had  brought  their  own  guns  of 
every  description  and  fashion.     They  had  no  bayonets,  but 
•  trried  hatchets  in  their  belts  as  a  sort  of  substitute.     In 
point  of  morals  the  army,  composed  almost  entirely  of 
farmers  and  farmers'  sons,  was  exemplary.     It  is  recorded 
tliat  not  a  chicken  was  stolen.     In  the  camps  of  the  Puritan 
soldiers  of  Isow  England  sermons  wero  preached  twice  a 
week,  and  there  were  daily  prayers  and  much  singing  of 
psalms;  but  these  good  peoi)le  were  much  shocked  by  the 
profane  langmige  of  the  troops  from  New  York  and  Rhode 
island,  and  some  prophesied  that  disaster  would  be  sure 
to  fall  upon  the  army  from  this  cause. 

Months  were  consumed  in  various  delays;  and  on  the  i>lst 
ot  August,  just  as  they  were  moving  forward,  four  Mohawks 
whom  Johnson  had  sent  into  Canada,  returned  with  the 
nevvs  that  the  French  wore  making  great  prei)arations  and 
tliat  8,000  men  were  marching  to  defend  Crown  Point     The 
papers  of  General  Braddock,  which  fell  with  all  the  k.ggage 
of  the  army  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  had  informed 
them  of  the  object  of  the  gathering  at  Albany,  and  now 
that  they  had  no  fear  of  any  further  attempt  against  their 
posts  in  Ohio,  they  were  able  to  concentrate  all  their  force 
for  the  defence  of  their  posts  on  Lake  Champlain 

On  the  receipt  of  this  alarming  news  a  council  of  war  was 
hold  at  Albany,  and  messages  were  sent  to  the  colonies  ask- 
ing  for  reinforcements.  In  the  mean  time  the  army  moved 
up  the  Hudson  to  the  spot  called  the  Great  Carrying-place 
where  Colonel  Lyman,  who  was  second  in  command,  had 
gone  forward  and  erected  a  fort,  which  his  men  called  after 
iiim,  but  was  afterward  named  Fort  Edward. 

James  Walsham  joined  the  army  a  few  days  before  it 
moved  forward.  He  was  received  with  ^rent,  beavtin--  by 
General  Johnson,  to  whom  he  brought  a'letter  of  introduc- 
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tion  from  (.Vlonol  Washiugton,  and  who  at  once  offered  him 
H  position  as  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.     This  he  found  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant,  for  Johnson  was  one  of  tlie  most  jovial 
and  open  hearted  of  commanders.    His  hospitality  was  pro- 
fuse, and  his  private  means  being  large  he  was  able  to  keep 
a  capital  table,  which,  on  the  line  of  march,  all  officers  who 
hai>pened  to  pass  by  wore  invited  to  share.     This  was  a 
contrast  indeed,  to  the  discipline  which  had  prevailed' in 
Braddock  s  columns,  and  James  felt  as  if  ho  were  starting 
upon  a  great  picnic  rather  than  upon  an  arduous  march 
agamst  a  superior  force. 

After  some  hesitation  a.  to  the  course  the  army  should 
take,  It  was  resolved  to  mar  Oi  for  Lake  Ocorge.  (Jangs  of 
axemen  were  sent  to  hew  a  way,  and  on  the  yoth  2,000  men 
marched  for  the  lake,  while  Colonel  Ulanchard,  of  New 
Hampshire,  remained  with  500  to  finish  and  defend  Fort 
Lyman.  The  march  was  made  in  a  leisurely  manner,  and 
the  force  took  two  days  to  traverse  the  foui"teen  miles  be- 
tween Fort  Lyman  and  the  lake.  They  were  now  in  a 
We7  ''^"^  untrodden  by  white  men  save  by  solitary 

They  reached  the  southern  end  of  the  beautiful  lake, 
which  hitherto  had  received  no  English  name,  and  was  now 
hrst  called  Lake  George  in  hon^     of  the  king.     The  men 
set  to  work  and  felled  trees  untl  they  had  cleared  a  suffi- 
cient extent  of  ground  for  their  camp  by  the  edge  of  the 
water,  and  posted  themselves  with  their  back  to  the  lake 
In  their  front  was  a  forest  of  pitch-pine,  on  their  right  a 
marsh  covered  with  thick  brushwood,  on  their  left  a  low 
hill.    Things  went  on  in  the  same  leisurely  way  which  had 
marked  the  progress  of  the  expedition.     No  attempt  was 
niade  to  clear  away  the  forest  in  front,  although  it  wmild 
afford  excellent  cover  for  any  enemy  who  might  attack 
them,  nor  were  any  efforts  made  to  discover  the  where- 
abouts or  intention  of  the  enemy. 


174 


WITH   WOLKK  IX  CANADA:  OR, 


1 
•ill 

I  i,  -' 

.'i 
I.I 


;'i 


(Ij! 


Lvery  c.uy  wagons  cuiuo  up  with  pruviyions  and  boutg. 
On  Sci)tomber  7th  an  Jndiun  scout  arrived  about  sunhet 
and  roportod  that  ho  hud  found  the  trail  of  a  body  of  men 
moving  from  Soutli  Hay,  the  soutlu-rn  extremity  of  Lake 
thamphun,  toward  Fort  J.yman.  Johnson  caHed  for  u 
vohmteer  to  carry  a  letter  of  warning  to  Coh)nel  Hhmcluird. 
A  wagoner  named  Adams  offered  to  undertake  the  i)eriIou8 
service  and  rode  off  with  the  letter.  Sentries  were  posted 
and  tlie  camp  foil  ash'cp. 

AVIiile  Jolmson   had   been   .'aking  his  leisure  on  Lake 
Ocorg..  tlie  commander  of  tlie  French  force, a  fjerman  baron 
nam«^d  J)ieskau  was  l)reparing  a  surprise  for  him;  lie  had 
reached  Crown  i'oiiit  at  tlie  head  of  3,.>7;3  men-regulars, 
Canadians,  and  Indians-and  ho  at  onco  moved  forward 
with  the  greater  portion  of  his  commant?  on  Cariolon,  or,  as 
It  was  afterward  called,  Ticonderoga,  a  promontory  at  the 
junction  of  Lake  George  with  Lake  Ch;,mplain,  wnere  he 
would  bar  the  advance  of  the  English  wliichever  road  they 
might  take.     The  Lidians  with  the  Fr.mch  caused  great 
trouble  to  their  commander,  doing  nothing  but  feast  and 
sleep,  but  on  September  4th  a  party  of  them  came  in  bring- 
inga  scalp  and  an  Englisj,  j)risoner  caught  near  Fort  Lyman 
He  was  questioned  under  the  threat  of  being  given  over 
to  the  Indians  to  torture  if  he  did  not  tell  the  truth,  but 
the  brave  fellow,  thinking  he  should  lead  the  enemy  into 
a  trap,  told  them  that  the  English  army  had  fallen  back  to 
Albany,  leaving  oOO  men  at  Fort  Lyman,  which  he  repre- 
sented as  benig  entirely  indefensible. 

Dieskau  at  once  determined  to  attack  ^bat  place,  and  with 
L  ;;eg"lar3  of  the  battalions  of  Languedoc  and  La  Reine, 
684  Canadians,  and  about  GOO  Lidians  started  in  canoes  and 
advanced  up  Lake  Champlain  till  they  came  to  the  end  of 
South  Bay.  Each  officer  and  man  carried  provisions  for 
eiglit  days  m  his  knapsack.    Two  days'  march  brought  them 

to  Avithin  three  milps  of  Pn#f  T^ ,-     -  "<   n  ■, 

iiiici.  niiws  01  £on  i^ytaai,,  ami  chey  encam])ed 
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they  had  encamped  a  man  rode  by  on  horseback.     It  was 
Adanis,  John^n-s  messenger.    He  was  shot  by  tlie  InciZ 
and  the  letter  found  upon  him.     Soon  afterward  ten 
twelve  wagons  api,eared  in  cluirge  of  ammunition  drivers 
who  had  left  the  English  camp  without  onlers 

home  of  the  drivers  were  shot,  two  taken  prisoners,  and 
ho  rest  ran  away      The  two  prisoner.  decIaLl  that  c  J 
rary   o  the  assertion  of  the  prisoner  at  Ticon.leroga,  a  hr  " , 
orce  ay  encamped  by  the  lake.    The  Indians  held  a  on     T 

but    vould  join  m  an  attempt  on  the  can.p  by  the  lake 
Dieskau  judged  from  the  report  of  tlie  prisonei'   tha    the 
CO  o„,sts  considerably  outnumbered  him   although  in  f^ 
there  was  no  great  difference  in  numerical  strength     le 
French  eo  umn  numbering  1,500  and    the  coloniid  for  e 
VOO,  besides    00  Mohawk  Indians.    But  Dieskau,  emulou 
of  repeating  the  defeat  of  Bradd  .ck,  and  believing  the  a 
sertions  of  the  Canadians  that  the  colonial  militia  m    con- 
temptible, determ-ined  to  attack,  and  early  in  the  ZuZ 
the  column  moved  along  ihe  road  toward  the  lake  ^ 

AV  hen  within  four  miles  of  Johnson's  cump  they  entered 
a  rugged  valley.  On  their  right  was  a  gorge  h  din  n 
bushes,  beyond  which  rose  the  rocky  height  of  Frenc 

iTtain-     Tlie'"^  '''}  ^'^^  r'""^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^-^ 

and  f  r  si      T  /""f  ""  ''^'^^^  '''''''^  ^'^'^'  thicket 
ana  torest.     The  regulars  marched  along  the  road-   the 

Canadians  and  Indians  pushed  rheir  way  through  th   wood 

us  best  they  could.     When  within  three  miles  of  thhke 

^leir  scon    brought  in  a  prisoner,  who  told  them  tha    an 

on  fhe  r:atTh  T  ''T^''''-    ^''  ''^^'^^  "^  ^ 
on  the  road,  the  Canadians  and  Indians  moved  on  ahead 

und  hid  themselves  in  ambush  nmon-  ihr  ---         "  ',"",  ^      ' 
on  either  side  of  the  road.  '         """  '^^  ''''^'' 
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The  wagoners  who  hud  cscaiied  tlie  evening  before  liad 
reached  Johnson's  camp  about  midnight  and  reported  that 
there  was  a  war  party  on  the  road  near  Fort  Lyman. 

A  council  of  war  was  held,  and  under  an  entire  miscon- 
ception of  the  force  of  the  enemy  and  the  belief  that  they 
would  speedily  fall  back  from  Fort  Lyman,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  send  out  two  detachments,  eacli  500  strong,  one 
toward  Fort  Lyman,  the  other  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  * 
retreat.  Ilendrick,  the  chief  of  the  Mohawks,  expressed 
his  strong  disapproval  of  this  plan,  and  accordingly  it  was 
resolved  that  the  thousand  men  should  go  as  one  body. 
Ilendrick  still  disapproved  of  the  plan,  but  nevertheless  re- 
solved to  accompany  the  column,  and  mounting  on  a  gun- 
carriage  he  harangued  his  warriors  with  passionate  elo- 
quence, and  they  at  once  prepared  to  accompany  them.  He 
was  too  old  and  fat  to  go  on  foot,  and  the  general  lent  him 
a  horse,  which  he  mounted  and  took  his  place  at  the  head 
of  the  column. 

Colonel  Williams  was  in  command,  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Whiting  as  second.  They  had  no  idea  of  meeting 
the  enemy  near  the  camp,  and  moved  forward  so  carelessly 
that  not  a  single  scout  was  thrown  out  in  front  or  flank. 
The  sharp  eye  of  the  old  Indian  chief  was  the  first  to  detect 
a  sign  of  the  enemy,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment  a  gun 
was  fired  from  the  bushes.  It  is  said  that  the  Iroquois  seeing 
the  Mohawks,  who  were  an  allied  tribe,  in  the  van,  wished 
to  warn  them  of  danger;  the  warning  came  too  late  to  save 
the  column  from  disaster,  but  it  saved  it  from  destruction. 
From  the  thicket  on  the  left  a  deadly  fire  blazed  out,  and 
the  head  of  the  column  was  almost  swept  away.  Ilendrick's 
horse  was  shot,  and  the  chief  killed  with  a  bayonet  as  he 
tried  to  gain  his  feet. 

Colonel  Williams  seeing  rising  ground  on  his  right  mado 
for  it,  calling  his  men  to  follow ;  but  as  he  climbed  the  slope 
the  enemy's  fire  flashed  out  from  behind  every  tree,  and  h^ 
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fell  dead.    The  men  in  the 


rear  pressed  forward  to  support 


their  comrades,  when  the  enemy ...„,,  ,,,  ,„,.  ,^,,,,^ 

flank  also  opened  fire.  Then  a  panic  began;  some  fled  at 
once  for  the  camp,  and  the  whole  column  recoiled  in  con- 
fusion, as  from  all  sides  the  onemy  burst  out,  shouting  and 

^  ;"?;.  ""^''^  ^^'^"*^"^'  ^^°^^''^^'^'''  ^'-^^^-^^y  ra^i^^J  ^^ portion 
of  Williams  regiment,  and  aided  by  some  of  the  Mohawks 

and  by  a  detachment  which  Johnson  sent  out  to  his  aid  cov- 
ered the  retreat,  fighting  behind  the  trees  like  the  Indians 
and  falling  back  in  good  order  with  their  faces  to  the  enemy' 
So  stern  and  obstinate  was  their  resistance  that  the  French 
halted  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  t'     -jamp     They  had 
inflicted  a  heavy  blow,  but  had  altogether  failed  in  obtain- 
ing the  complete  success  they  looked  for.     The  obstinate 
defence  of  Whiting  and  his  men  had  surprised  and  dispirited 
them,  and  Dieskau,  when  he  collected  his  men,  found  the 
Indians  sullen  and  unmanageable  and  the  Canadians  un- 
willing  to  advance  further,  for  they  were  greatly  depressed 
by  the  loss  of  a  veteran  officer,  Saint-Pierre,  who  com- 
manded them  and  who  had  been  killed  in  the  fight     At 
length,  however,  he  persuaded  all  to  move  forward    the 
regulars  leading  the  way. 

James  Walsham  had  not  accompanied  the  column  and 
was  sitting  at  breakfast  with  General  Johnson  on  the  stumn 
of  a  tree  in  front  of  his  tent,  when  on  the  still  air  a  rattling 
sound  broke  out.  ^ 

" Musketry! "  was  the  general  exclamation.  An  instan- 
taneous change  came  over  the  camp;  the  sound  of  laughin- 
and  talking  was  hushed,  and  every  man  stopped  at  his 
work  Louder  and  louder  swelled  the  distant  sound,  until 
the  shots  could  no  longer  be  distinguished  apart;  the  rattle 
had  become  a  steady  roll. 

"It  is  a  regular  engagement!"  tho  general  exclaimed; 
the  enemy  mus    be  in  force  and  must  have  attacked 
Williams'  column."  ■ 
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General  Johnson  ordered  one  of  his  orderlies  to  mount 
and  ride  out  at  full  speed  and  see  what  was  going  on.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  passed;  no  one  returned  to  his  workj 
the  men  stood  in  groups  talking  in  low  voices  and  listen- 
ing to  the  distant  roar. 

"  It  is  clearer  than  it  was,"  the  general  exclaimed.  Sev- 
eral of  the  officers  standing  round  agreed  that  the  sound 
was  approaching. 

"  To  work,  lads ! "  the  general  said;  "  there  is  no  time  to 
be  lost.  Let  all  the  axe-men  fell  trees  and  lay  them  end  to 
end  to  make  a  breastwork ;  the  rest  of  you  range  the  wagons 
in  a  line  behind  and  lay  the  boats  up  in  the  intervals.  Carry 
the  line  from  the  swamp  on  the  right  there  to  the  slope  of 
the  hill." 

In  an  instant  the  camp  was  a  scene  of  animation,  and 
the  forest  resounded  with  the  strokes  of  the  axes  and  the 
shouts  of  the  men  as  they  dragged  the  wagons  to  their 
position. 

"  I  was  a  fool,"  Johnson  exclaimed,  "  not  to  fortify  the 
camp  before;  but  who  could  have  supposed  that  the  French 
would  have  come  down  from  Crown  Point  to  attack  us  here ! " 
In  a  few  minutes  terror-stricken  men,  whites  and  Indians, 
arrived  at  a  run  through  the  forest  and  reported  that  they 
had  been  attacked  and  surprised  by  a  great  force  in  the 
forest,  that  Hendrick  and  Colonel  Williams  were  killed; 
and  numbers  of  the  men  shot  down.  They  reported  that 
all  was  lost;  but  the  heavy  roll  of  fire  in  the  distance  con- 
tradicted their  words  and  showed  that  a  portion  of  the  col- 
umn at  least  was  fighting  sternly  and  steadily,  though  the 
sound  indicated  that  they  were  falling  back. 

Two  hundred  men  had  already  been  dispatched  to  their 
assistance,  and  the  only  effect  of  the  news  was  to  redouble 
the  efforts  of  the  rest.  Soon  parties  arrived  carrying 
wounded;  but  it  w^s  not  until  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the 
engagement  began  that  the  main  body  of  the  column  were 
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seen  marching  in  good  order  back  through  the  forest.    By 

m    ime  the  ha.ty  defences  were  well-nigh  completed  and 

all  the  men  were  employed  in  cutting  down  the  thick 

bn.shwood  outside  so  as  to  clear  the  ground  as  far  as  poS 

^Irlni'V^r^:'  '^''  '^'"^^  ^'^™  ^*^^'"^g  »P  under  shel- 
ter  to  the  felled  trees. 

J,l7ir'""l  T'  ?''""'"'  '"  '""^P  *''''  ™d  that  de- 
scended through  the  innes;  another  was  dragged  «n  to  the 

ndge  of  the  hill.     Two  hundred  and  fifty  men  Ze  „„w 
p  aeed  on  eaeh  flank  „,  tho.  camp;  the  n,afn  hod/stl  he 
tod  the  wagons  or  lay  flat  behind  the  logs  and  boats,  the 
t^e  kft'"'        "'"  °"  ""  "«'"'  ""^  '^'""■"'"tieut  mek  on 
"  Kmv,  my  lads,"  Johnson  sliouted  in  his  cheery  voice 

onT^f  :„';  '°'n'"  "^"'     J"™"""'  «  "-y  S'^t  inside  not 
one  of  you  wdl  ever  go  baclc  to  your  families  to  tell  the 

su^»ofgV.^""  "^•"  •"-■'"'"»  ''"'  "-'  them  back 
In  a  few  minutes  ranks  of  white-coaled  soldiers  could  be 
seen  moving  down  the  roads  with  their  bayonets  showing 
between  the  boughs;  at  the  same  time  Indian  war-whoop! 
rose  loud  m  the  forest,  and  then  dark  forms  could  be  seen 
bounding  down  the  slope  through  the  trees  toward  he 
camp  in  a  throng. 

There  was  a  movement  of  uneasiness  among  the  younir 
rus  ics,  few  of  whom  ever  heard  a  shot  fired  inLger  be  ore 
hat  mormng;   but  the  officers,  standing  pistol  in  hand 

Could  Dieskau  have  launched  his  whole  force  at  once  upon 

It,  but  this  he  was  powerless  to  do.    His  regular  trnnn« 
were  well  in  hand;  but  the  mob  of  CanadiansTnd  IndZ 
were  scattered  throue-h  fho  for-t    o].^ui\r~   -w  ^ 

firing  from  behind  trees.  ""  '  '•■'\^^^^^^^'^B>  julhng,ana 

We  thought,  however,  that  if  he  led  the  regulars  to  the 


■(     *1 


180 


WITH   WOLFE   IN   CANADA:   OR, 


I  I 


attack  the  others  would  come  forward,  and  he  therefore 
gave  the  word  for  the  advance.  The  Frencli  soldiers  ad- 
vanced steadily  until  the  trees  grew  thinner.  They  were 
deployed  into  line  and  opened  fire  in  regular  volleys. 
Scarcely  had  they  done  so,  however,  when  Captain  Eyre, 
who  commanded  the  artillery,  opened  upon  them  with 
grape  from  his  three  guns,  while  from  wagon,  and  boat, 
and  fallen  log  the  musketry  fire  flashed  out  hot  and  bitter, 
and,  reeling  under  the  shower  of  iron  and  lead,  the  French 
line  broke  up,  the  soldiers  took  shelter  behind  trees,  and 
thence  returned  the  fire  of  the  defenders. 

Johnson  received  a  flesh-wound  in  the  thigh  and  retired 
to  his  tent,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  the  day;  Lyman  took 
the  command,  and  to  him  the  credit  of  the  victory  is  en- 
tirely due.  For  four  hours  the  combat  raged.  The  young 
soldiers  had  soon  got  over  their  first  uneasiness,  and  fought 
as  steadily  and  coolly  ar  veterans;  the  musketry  fire  was 
unbroken;  from  every  tree, bush,  and  rock  the  rifles  flashed 
out,  and  the  leaden  hail  flew  in  a  storm  over  the  camp  and 
cut  the  leaves  in  a  shower  from  the  forest.  Through  this 
Lyman  moved  to  and  fro  among  the  men,  directing,  en- 
couraging, cheering  them  on,  escaping  as  by  a  miracle  the 
balls  which  whistled  round  him.  Save  the  Indians  on  the 
English  side  not  a  man  but  was  engaged,  the  wagoners 
taking  their  guns  and  joining  in  the  fight.  The  Mohawks, 
however,  held  aloof,  saying  that  they  had  come  to  see  their 
English  brothers  fight,  but  animated  no  doubt  with  the 
idea  that  if  they  abstained  from  taking  part  in  the  frav 
and  the  day  went  against  the  English,  their  friends  the  ' 
Iroquois  would  not  harm  them. 

The  French  Indians  worked  round  on  to  high  ground 
beyond  the  swamp  on  the  left,  and  their  fire  thence  took 
the  defenders  in  the  flank. 

Captain  Eyre  speedily  turned  his  guns  in  that  direction, 
and  a  few  well-directed  shells  soon  drove  the  Indians  fronj 
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their  vantage-ground.     Dieskau  directed  his  first  attack 

against  the  left  and  centre ;  but  the  Connecticut  men  f m^h t 

so  stoutly  t  .t  he  next  tried  to  force  the  right,  Zrt 

Massachusetts  i^guuents  of  Titcomb,  Kuggles,  and  Willia:.s 

eld  the  1  ne.    iov  an  hour  he  strove  hard  to  break  his  way 

hrough  the  intrenchments,  but  the  Massachusetts  m^ 

tood  firm,  although  Titcomb  was  killed  and  their  loss  Z 

range  of  the  English  hues,  was  hit  in  the  leg.     While  his 
adjutan t  Montreuil  was  dressing  the  wound  the  general  wus 
again  hit  ,n  the  knee  and  thigh.    He  had  hinLf  plLoe, 
behnulatreeand  ordered  Montreuil  to  lead  there^ula- 
jn  a  ast  effort  against  the  eamp.     But  it  was  too  late.^  Tl 
blood  of  the  colonists  was  now  up,  and  singly  or  in  small 
bodies  they  were  crossing  their  lines  of  barricade  and  rrk- 
ing  up  among  the  trees  toward  their  assailants.    The  move- 
ment became  general,  and  Lyman,  seeing  the  spirit  of  his 
rne".  gave  the  word,  and  the  whole  of  the  troops  with  a 
shout  leaped  up  and  dashed  through  the  wood  against  the 

rf"t;:^'i;  gu"s"  "^^^  ^'^^ ''''''  ^^^^^^  ^^^*«^^^«  -^ «-  ^u't: 

The  French  and  their  allies  instantly  fled.    As  the  col- 
onists passed  the  spot  where  Dieskau  was  sitting  on  the 

nun,  who  had  ten  years  before  left  Canada,  fired  at  him 

d  shot  him  through  both  legs.     Others  came  up  and 

npped  him  of  his  clotlies,  but  on  learning  who  he  was 

they  carried  him  to  Johnson,  who  received  him  wi  h  IL 

greatest  kindness  and  had  every  attention  paid  to  Mm 
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SKETCH  MAP  OF  LAICE  CHAMPLAIN  AND  LAKE  GEORGE, 

TO  ILLUSTRATE  OPERATIONS  1755-1759, 


CHAPTER  XI. 


SCOUTING. 

It  was  near  five  o'clock  before  the  final  rout  of  the 
French  took  place;  but  before  that  time  several  hundreds 
of  the  Canadians  and  Indians  had  left  the  scene  of  action, 
and  had  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  fight  in  the  wood  io 
plunder  and  scalp  the  dead.  They  were  resting  after  their 
bloody  work  by  a  pool  in  the  forest,  when  a  scouting  party 
from  Fort  Lyman  under  Captains  M'Ginnis  and  Folsom 
came  upon  them  and  opened  fire.  The  Canadians  and 
Indians,  outnumbering  their  assailants  greatly,  fought  for 
some  time,  but  were  finally  defeated  and  fled.  M'Ginnis 
was  mortally  wounded,  but  continued  to  give  orders  till 
the  fight  was  over.  The  bodies  of  the  slain  were  thrown 
into  the  pool,  which  to  this  day  bears  the  name  '  The 
Bloody  Pool." 

The  various  bands  of  French  fugitives  reunited  in  the 
forest  and  made  their  way  back  to  their  canoes  in  South 
Bay,  and  reached  Ticonderoga  utterly  exhausted  r.nd  fam- 
ished, for  they  had  thrown  away  their  knapsacks  in  their 
flight,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  from  the  morning  of  the 
fight  until  they  rejoined  their  comrades. 

Johnson  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  protecting  the 
wounded  French  general  from  the  Mohawks,  who,  although 
they  had  done  no  fighting  in  defence  of  the  camp,  wanted 
to  torture  and  burn  Dieskau  in  revenge  for  the'  death  of 
Heudrick  and  their  warriors  who  had  fallen  in  the  ambush. 
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He,  however,  succeeded  in  doing  «o,  and  sent  him  in  a  lit- 
ter under  a  strong  escort  to  Albuny.     Dioskau  was  after- 
ward  taken  to  England  and  renuiined  for  some  years  at 
iJiith,  after  whicli  lie  returned  to  Paris.     He  never,  how- 
ever, recovered  from  his  numerous  wounds,  and  died  a  few 
years  later.     He  always  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
kindness  he  had  received  from  the  colonial  officers.     Of 
the  provincial  soldiers  he  said  that  in  the  morning  they 
fought  like  boys,  about  noon  like  men,  and  in  the  after- 
hoon  like  devds. 

l^he  English  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  for  the  most  part  killed  in  the 
ambush  in  the  morning.  The  French,  according  to  their 
own  account,  lost  tvo  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  but  it 
probably  exceeded  four  hundred,  the  principal  portion  of 
whom  were  regulars,  for  the  Indians  and  Canadians  kept 
themselves  so  well  undercover  that  they  and  the  provin- 
cials behind  their  logs  were  able  to  inflict  but  little  loss  on 
each  other. 

Had  Johnson  followed  up  his  success  he  might  have 
reached  South  Bay  before  the  French,  in  which  ^case  the 
whole  of  Dieskau's  column  must  have  fallen  into  his  hands- 
nor  did  he  press  forward  against  Ticonderoga,  which  he 
might  easily  have  captured.     For  ten  days  nothing  was 
done  except  to  fortify  the  camp,  and  when  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  thought  of  advancing  against  Ticonderoga, 
the  French  had  already  fortified  the  place  so  strongly  tha 
they  were  able  to  defy  attack.     The  colonists  sent  him 
large  reinforcements,  but  the  season  was  getting  late,  and 
after  keeping  the  army  stationary  until  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, the  troops,  having  suifered  terribly  from  the  cold  and 
exposure  became  almost  mutinous,and  were  finally  marched 

forfK    t^TI'  ^  T"  ^^*'^^^^»^«^^t  being  left  to  hold  the 
fort  by  the  lake.     This  was  now  christened  Fort  William 
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jThe  victory  was  due  principally  to  tlie  gallantrv  an.t 
coolness  of  Ly.nan;  hut  J.hnson  in  his  report  of  tlu^  bat- 
tle nuule  no  nKM.tion  of  that  olli.er-s  name,  and  took  all 
he  credit  to  hnnnolf.  J[e  was  rewarded  by  being  made  a 
Wonet  and  by  being  voted  a  pension  by  l^u-li^ment  o 
live  thousand  a  year. 

James  WaIsham,liavingno  duties  during  the  fight  at  the 
camp  had  aken  a  musket  and  lain  down^ehind  the  lo! 
^ith  the  soldiers  and  ha.l  all  the  afternoon  kept  up  a  fire 
at  the  trees  and  bushes  behind  which  tlie  enemy  were  hid- 
ing  After  the  battle  he  had  volunteered  to  assist  the  over- 
worked surgeons,  whose  labors  lasted  througli  the  night. 
AV  hen  he  found  that  no  forward  movement  was  likely  to 
take  place  he  determined  to  leave  the  eamp.  He  therefore 
asked  Captain  Rogers,  who  was  the  leader  of  a  band  of 
scou  s  and  a  man  of  extraordinary  energy  and  enterprise, 

"I  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  with  me,"  Rogers  replied; 

but  you  know  It  IS  a  service  of  danger;  it  is  not  like  work 
with  regular  troops,  where  all  march,  fight,  stand,  or  fall 
together.  Here  each  man  fights  for  himself.  Mind  there 
IS  not  a  man  among  my  band  who  would  not  risk  his  life 
for  the  rest;  but  scttttered  through  the  woods  as  each  man 
s  each  must  perforce  rely  principally  on  himself.  The 
woods  near  Ticonderoga  will  be  full  of  lurking  redskins 
and  a  man  may  be  brained  and  scalped  without  his  fellow' 

vou'm.wf /n  ^^''''"^  "  '°"^^-     ^  °"'^  '-'^y  this  that 
you  may  feel  that  you  must  take  your  chances.     The  men 

under  me  are  every  one  old  hunters  and  Indian  fighters 

war     They  are  true  grit  to  the  backbone,  but  thev  are 
rough  outspoken  men,  and  on  a  sprv-'ce  wh^r    'C'^ 
iessly  placed  on  a  dried  twig  or  a  word '  spoken  Lra 
whisper  may  bring  a  crowd  of  yelping  red'kins  upon  u 
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and  co8t  every  miin  his  scalp,  tlioy  would  nponk  sharply  to 
the  kin^r  himself  if  he  were  on  the  seout  with  them,  and 
you  must  not  take  olTenco  at  any  rou<,di  word  that  may  bo 
said."  •' 

James  laughed  and  said  that  he  should  not  care  how 
much  h(>  was  blown  up,  and  that  lie  should  thankfully  re- 
ceive uny  lessons  from  such  masters  of  forest  craft. 

"  Very  well,"  Captain  Rogers  said.  "In  that  case  it  is 
settled.  I  will  let  you  liave  a  i)iiir  of  moccasins.  You 
cannot  go  walking  about  in  the  woods  in  those  boots.  You 
had  better  get  a  riile.  Your  sword  you  had  best  leave  be- 
hind.  It  will  bo  of  no  use  to  you  and  will  only  bo  in  v^ror 
way."  •  •' 

James  had  no  difficulty  in  providing  himself  with  a  gun, 
for  numbers  of  weai)()ns  picked  up  in  the  woods  after  tho 
rout  of  the  enemy  were  stored  in  camp.  The  rifles  had, 
however,  been  all  taken  by  the  troops,  wlio  had  exchanged 
their  own  firelocks  for  them.  Captain  Rogers  went  with 
him  among  tho  men,  and  selected  a  well-finished  rifle  of 
which  one  of  them  had  possessed  himself.  Its  owner  read- 
ily agreed  to  accei)t  five  pounds  for  it,  taking  in  its  stead 
one  of  the  guns  in  the  store.  lieforo  choosing  it  Captain 
Jtogers  placed  a  bit  of  paper  against  a  tree,  and  fired  sev- 
eral shots  at  various  distances  at  it. 

"  It  is  a  beautiful  rifle,"  he  said.  "  Its  only  fault  is  that 
it  IS  rather  heavy,  but  it  shoots  all  the  better  for  it.  It  is 
evidently  a  French  gun,  I  should  say  by  a  first-rate  maker, 
built  probably  for  some  French  officer  who  knew  what  he 
was  about.  It  is  a  good  workmanlike  jiiece,  and  when  you 
learn  to  hold  it  straight  you  can  trust  it  to  shoot." 

That  evening  James,  having  made  all  his  preparations, 
said  good-by  to  the  general  and  to  his  other  friends,  and  • 
joined  the  scouts  who  were  gathering  by  the  shore  of  the 
lake.     Ten  canoes,  each  of  which  won  Id  carry  three  iren 
were  lying  by  the  shore. 
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"Nat,  you  and  Jonaiimn  will  take  this  youn-  U'Uow 
with  you.  II(,  JH  a  lud  and  it  is  his  first  s.-out.  V.,u  will 
find    urn  of  the  right  sort.     Ho  was  with  iira.hlo.^k.  and 

HfterthatalTair  hurried  up  hero  to  see  fighti.,go,alK.  Iak(.s. 
JFooan  t  have  two  hotter  nurses  tha,i  you  are.  lie  isL'ointr 
to  ho  an  oflicer  in  the  king's  army,  and  wants  to  leurn  as 
H.uch  as  ho  ean,  so  that  if  he  ever  gets  with  his  men  into 
such  a  mess  as  JJra.ldock  tumbled  into  he  will  know  what 
to  do  with  them." 

"All  right,  eaptaini  we  will  do  our  beet  for  him.  It's 
risky  sort  of  business  ours  for  a  greenhorn,  but  if  no  is 
anyways  teachable  we  will  soon  make  a  man  of  him  " 

The  speaker  was  a  wiry,  active  man  of  some  forty  years 
old,  with  a  weather-beaten  face  and  a  keen  gray  eye     Jon- 
athan,  his  comra.le,  was  a  head  taller,  with  broad  shoul- 
ders powerful  limbs,  and  a  quiet  but  good-tempered  face. 
Unit  8  so,  isn't  it,  Jonathan  ?"  Nat  asked 
Jonathan  nodded.     Ho  was  not  a  man  of  many  words. 
Have   you   ever  been   in  a   canoe   before  ? "   Nat  in- 
quired. 

"Never," James  Si.id;  "but  I  am  accustomed  to  boats  of 
aJl  sorts,  and  can  liandle  an  oar  fairly." 

"Oars  ain't  no  good  hero,"  the  scout  said.     "You  will 
have  to  learn  to  paddle;    but  first  of  all  you  have  got  to 
earn  to  sit  still.     These  here  canoes  are  awkward  things 
for  a  beginner.     Now,  you  hand  in  your  traps  and  I  will 
stow  them  away,  then  you  take  your  place  in  the  middle 
of   he  Doat.     Here's  a  paddle  for  you,  and  when  you  begin 
to  feel  yourself  comfortable  you  can  start  to  try  ,vith  it 
easy  and  gentle  to  begin  with,  but  you  must  lay  it  in  when 
we  get  near  where  we  may  expect  that  redskins  may  be  in 
th^e  woods,  for  the  splash  of  a  paddle  might  cost  us  all  our 

wiT^^°f  J-'' ''^* ^"  ^^'' "'^^^^^ ^^  *1^^  b^^t-    Jonathan 
was  behind  him,  Nat  handled  the  paddle  in  the  bow. 


lit 
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Tlmo  was  but  u  br.Vf  delay  in  starting,  and  the  ten  bouts 
.^i^tea  uo,«ele.^    ont  on  fo  the  ,.ke.     For  a  tin.e  J  I 
flKf  not  atten.j.t  to  use  Jus  paddle.     The  eanoc  was  of  bind, 
l>ark,«o  tl,.n  that  it  seemed   to  him  that  an   in<    nt "u 
movement  would  instantly  knock  a  hole  through  he  " 

Once  under  way  she  was  steadier  than  he  had  exneeted 
and  James  could  feel  her  l,ound  f<,rward  with  1  i?  troko 
0  the  paddles.  When  he  bccan.e  accustomed  to X  m  t: 
of  the  boat  he  ra.sed  Imnsdf  from  a  sitting  positionTn  he 
bottom,  and  kneeling  as  the  others  were  doing,  he  bL^!  n  to 
chp  us  paddle  cuietly  in  the  water  in  ii^l.  .Wt,?  L 
oko      H.sfamihanty  with  rowing  rendered  it  easy  for 

self  putting  a  consideral)Ie  amount  of  force  into  each  stroke 
Kat  looked  back  over  his  shoulder. 

"  AVell  done,  young  'un.     That's  first-rate  for  a  beginner 
and  I    makes  a  deal  of  difference  on  our  arms.     The  o Zs 
ureal,  paddling  three,  and  though  J.r.athan  an!   I     av 
beaten  throe  before  now,  when  oursc.ups  depended  on  oi'r 
domg  so.  It  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  work  wheth  r 
you  have  a  sitter  to  take  along  or  an  extra  paddle  goh.." 
It  was  fuling  dusk  when  the  boat  started,  and  was  by 
this  time  quite  dark.     Scarce  a  word  was  hea^l  in  the  ten 
canoes  as,  keeping  near  the  right-hand  shore  of  the  lake 
oy  glided  rapidly  along  in  a  close  body.     So  noiselessly 
ere  tr.o  paddles  dipped  into  the  water  that  the  drip  froni 
them  as  they  were  lifted  was  the  only  sound  heard. 

Four  hours' steady  paddling  took  them  to  the  narrov. . 
about  five-and-twenty  miles  from  th.ir  starting-poin^ 
ere  on  the  whispered  order  of  Kat,  James  laid  in  his  pau- 
do  for,  careful  as  he  was,  he  occasionally  made  a  slight 
splash  as  he  put  it  in  the  water.  The  canoes  now  kept  in 
^;;^l^^^^^^o.t  under  the  trees  on  the  right  bank,  t't l" 
ake  was  he, ,  oarce  a  mile  across,  and  watchful  pv,.  ,»;„!.. 
be  on  the  iouf.-.   >:■.    .»  r.-      •  '      "  '^"'^ 


m 


shore  to  the  left.    Another  ten 
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The  gun»,  blankets,  ™,1  hiin.IIra  wore  liflM  „„f.   ii. 
cnoes  raised  „„  tl,o  shoulder,  „f  th    me,      J      '  h 

rr";.:,':::'™'.-™"'"  ■""""«  "■" "--  'h :: ;: 

m1  ,    .        i  ,       "'"'■'"''  ""■''    '"""    ■•..lh..l    himself     „      i" 

"  First-rato,  captain !"  Kat  answered  for  him    "Thnrli 

"I  thouglit  I  hoard  a  little  splash  now  and  then  "  fl.« 
captain  sad.  sniilino--  «>i„f  u  "y»v  .ma  inen,    tiie 

1.0. r  the  other  en.l.  (or  the  sides  narrow  in  there  ,„„1  Tl 
.■edsk.„s  w„„ld  l,.,r  a  fish  J„„,„  h„„  ,.  L  '      "'^  '"° 

f.;om  the  gourds  whieh  all  the  sooutrcarrird:  "'"' 

^at  spent  so„,e  time  in  pointing  out  to  James  the  sign, 
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by.wliich  the  hunters  found  thoir  way  througli  tlio  forest; 
by  the  moss  and  lichens  growing  more  thickly  on  tlie  side 
of  .he  trunks  of  the  trees  opposed  to  the  course  of  thepre- 
vmling  winds,  or  by  a  slight  inclination  of  the  upper  bon^rhs 
of  the  trees  in  the  same  direction.     "An  old  woodsman  can 
tell,"  he  said,  "on  the  darkest  night,  on  running  his  hand 
round  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  by  the  feel  of  the  bark,  which  is 
north  and  south;  but  it  would  be  long  before  you  can  get 
to  such  niceties  as  that;  but  if  you  keep  your  eyes  open^as 
you  go  along,  and  look  at  the  signs  on  the  trunks,  which 
nre  just  as  plain  when  you  once  know  them  as  the  marks 
on  a  man's  face,  you  will  be  able  to  make  your  way  through 
the  woods  in  the  daytime.     Of  course  when  the  sun  is  shin- 
ing you  get  its  help,  for  although  it  is  not  often  a  gleam 
comes  down  through  the  leaves,  sometimes  you  come  upon 
a  little  patch,  and  you  are  sure,  now  and  then,  to  strike  on 
a  gap  where  a  tree  has  fallen,  and  that  gives  you  a  line 
again.     A  great  help  to  a  young  beginner  is  the  sun,  for  a 
young  hand  in  tha  .voods  gets  confused  and  doubts  the 
signs  of  the  trees;  but  in  course  when  becomes  on  a  patch 
of  sunlight  he  can't  make  a  mistake  nohow  as  to  the  direc- 
tion." 

James  indulged  in  a  silent  hope  that  if  he  were  ever  lost 
in  the  woods  the  sun  would  be  shining,  for  look  as  earn- 
estly as  he  would  he  could  not  perceive  the  signs  which 
appeared  so  plain  and  distinct  to  the  scout.  Occasionally, 
indeed,  he  fancied  that  there  was  some  slight  difference  be- 
tween one  side  of  the  trunk  and  the  other;  but  he  was  by 
no  means  sure  that  even  in  these  cases  he  should  have  no- 
ticed it  unless  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him,  while  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  trees  he  could  discern  no  difference 
whatever. 

^^  "  It's  just  habit,  my  lad,"  Nat  said  encouragingly  to  him ; 
"there's  just  as  much  difference  between  one  side  of  the 
tree  Jind  the  other  as  there  is  between  two  men's  faces.     It 
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comes  of  practice.     Now  in^Mnnt  ..f  ^t,         x     » 

That  IS  so,"  the  scout  replied     «Ynn  >.p«  +», 
younger  trees  than  this,  and  it'is  Hke  enrghThoy  did  n":: 
g-o.  under  the  «a™e  oirenmstanees,     W.S.  a  it  tre 
fall  or  a  small  eloanng  is  made  by  a  gale,  the  younj  ZZ 
that.grow  up  are  well  sheltered  from  theivind  hv  t?    / 

a  number.     Perhaps  when  they  started  that  tree  had  moro 

tothrowout  his  rootsT;!!;:  1      :^;"lr™:'l'ert 
all  growng  the  same  height,  did  not  noe'd  to  do  so  "       "' 

Willi        J°"'    "''""™  ''"<'•    "I  "'"icrstaud  now    -.nd 
It  Will  come,  lad;  it's  a  sort  of  cp^.p^  „„.,,„^      ^, 
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paper  covered  with  black  marks  and  to  read  off  sense  out 
of  them,  as  you  do  that  ho  shouhl  be  able  to  read  every 
mark  and  sign  of  the  wood.  He  can  see  as  plain  as  if  the 
man  was  still  standing  on  it  the  mark  of  a  foot-print,  and 
can  tell  you  if  it  was  made  by  a  warrior  or  a  squaw,  and 
hew  long  they  have  passed  by,  and  whether  they  were  walk- 
ing fast  or  slow,  while  the  ordinary  white  man  might  go 
down  on  his  hands  and  knees  and  stare  at  tlie  ground,  and 
wouldn't  be  able  to  see  the  slightest  sign  or  mark.  For  a 
white  man  my  eyes  are  good,  but  they  are  not  a  patch  on 
a  redskin's.  1  have  lived  among  the  woods  since  I  was  a 
boy;  but  even  now  a  redskin  lad  can  pick  up  a  trail  and 
follow  it  when,  look  {is  I  will,  I  can't  see  as  a  blade  of  grass 
has  been  bruised.  No;  these  things  is  partly  natur  and 
partly  practice.  Practice  will  do  a  lot  for  a  white  man, 
but  it  won't  take  him  up  to  redskin  natur." 

Not  until  night  had  fallen  did  the  party  again  launch 
their  canoes  on  the  lake.  Then  they  paddled  for  several 
hours  until,  as  James  imagined,  they  had  traversed  a  greater 
distance  by  some  miles  than  that  which  they  had  made  on 
the  previous  evening.  He  knew  from  what  he  had  learned 
during  the  day  that  they  were  to  land  some  six  miles  below 
the  point  where  Lake  George  joins  Lake  Champlain,  and 
where,  on  the  opposite  side,  on  a  promontory  stretching 
into  the  lake,  the  French  were  constructing  their  new  fort. 

The  canoes  were  to  be  carried  some  seven  or  eight  miles 
through  the  wood  across  the  neck  of  land  between  the  two 
lakes,  and  were  then  to  be  launched  again  on  Lake  Cham- 
j)lain,  so  that  by  following  the  east  shore  of  that  lake  they 
would  pass  Ticonderoga  at  a  safe  distance.  The  halt  was 
made  as  noiselessly  as  before  and  having  hauled  up  the 
canoes  the  men  slept  till  daybreak,  and  then,  lifting  the 
light  craft  on  their  shoulders,  started  for  their  Journey 
tlirough  the  woods.  It  was  toilsome  work,  for  the  ground 
>vas  rough  and  broken,  often  thickly  covered  with  under- 
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wood      Ridges  had  to  be  crossed  and  deep  ravines  passed 
and  although  the  canoes  were  not  heavy,  Ihe  ^J^^^ 
had  to  be  exercised,  for  a  graze  against  a  projecting  boujl 

thin ifk'^ ''  "^  ^°^'  ^^"^^  ^"^-  '^  ^-  '^  hoif  •  :t 

It  was  not  until  late  in  the  afternoon  that  they  arrived 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain.     A  fire  was  liglLd  nlw 
h    greatest  care  beingtaken  to  select  perfectly lry    tick  ' . 
for  the    roquois  were  likely  to  be  scattered  far  anc  wTdo 

rnlntirf;, '';  "1'  ^°^--'  --  ^-  ^-  ^ 

darkness  fell  the  canoes  were  again  placed  in  the  water 
and  striking  across  the  lake  they  followed  the  ri^ht  h  nd 
shoi-e.  After  paddling  for  about  an  hour  and  ah  If  he 
work  suddenly  ceased.  ^ 

The  lake  seemed  to  widen  on  their  left,  for  they  had  lust 
passed  the  tongue  of  land  between  the  two  lakes  and  on 
he  opposite  shore  a  number  of  fires  were  seen  burning 
hrightly  on  the  hill-side.  It  was  Ticonderoga  they Trf 
now  abreast  of,  the  advanced  post  of  the  FiLch  ^Thev 
ingered  for  some  time  before  the  paddles  were  aga  n 
dipped  in  water,  counting  the  fires  and  making  a  careM 

tweh  e  miles  beyond  the  fort,  and  then  crossed  the  lake  and 
anded  on  the  French  shore.  But  the  canoes  d  d  not  a" 
approach  the  shore  together  as  they  had  done  on  tCpre 
vious  nights.  They  halted  half  a  mile  out.  and  Capiat 
Rogei-s  went  forward  with  his  own  and  another  canoe  .nd 
landed  and  it  was  not  for  half  an  hour  that  the  sTgna  wa^ 
given,  by  an  imitation  of  the  croaking  of  a  frogtl  Ja 

^:'::^:;^^^^^^^^  ''-  --  -  - ""~ 

No  sooner  was  the  signal  given  than  the  canoes  wer«  «.t 
m  mouon  and  were  soon  safely  hauled  up  on  shore.  Five 
men  went  cn^t  as  usual  as  scouts,  and  the  rest,  fatigued  bj 
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their  paddle  and  the  hard  day's  work,  were  soon  asleep. 
In  the  morning  they  were  about  to  start  and  Rogers  or- 
dered the  canoes  to  be  hauled  up  and  hidden  among  the 
bushes,  where,  having  done  their  work,  they  would  for  the 
present  be  abandoned,  to  be  recovered  and  made  useful  on 
some  future  occasion.  The  men  charged  with  the  work 
gave  a  sudden  exclamation  when  they  reached  the  canoes. 

"  What  is  that  ?  "  Rogers  said  angrily.  "  Do  you  want  to 
bring  all  the  redskins  in  the  forest  upon  us  ?  " 

"  The  canoes  are  all  damaged,"  one  of  the  scouts  said, 
coming  up  to  him. 

There  was  a  general  movement  to  the  canoes,  which  were 
lying  on  the  bank  a  few  yards'  distance  from  the  water's 
edge.  Every  one  of  them  had  been  rendered  useless,  the 
thin  birch  bark  had  been  gashed  and  slit,  pieces  had  been 
cut  out,  and  not  one  of  them  had  escaped  injury  or  was  fit 
to  take  the  water.  Beyond  a  few  low  words  and  exclama- 
tions of  dismay,  not  a  word  was  spoken  as  the  band  gath- 
ered round  the  canoes. 

"  Who  were  on  the  watch  on  this  side  ?  "  Rogers  asked. 

"  Nat  and  Jonathan  took  the  first  half  of  the  night," 
one  of  the  scouts  said.  "  Williams  and  myself  relieved 
them.'^ 

As  all  four  were  men  of  the  greatest  skill  and  experience, 
Rogers  felt  sure  that  no  neglect  or  carelessness  on  their 
part  could  have  led  to  the  disaster. 

"  Did  any  of  you  see  any  passing  boats  or  hear  any  sound 
on  the  lake?" 

The  four  men  who  had  been  on  guard  replied  in  the 
negative. 

"I  will  swear  no  one  landed  near  the  canoes,"  Nat  said. 
*' There  was  a  glimmer  on  the  water  all  night;  a  canoe 
could  not  have  possibly  come  near  the  bank  anywheres 
here  without  our  sppino-  it  " 

Then  he  must  have  come  frpm  the  land  side,"  Rogerg 
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said.     "  Some  skulking  Indian  mn=f  i, 

i-.g  round  th    Fro  oh   „rt    t' "r""?  ""  "'  °"  -»"'- 
Nat  in  ii  low  tone      "AVn  \,    ';^"^^«  ^^'i^^'^am  asked 

"  Ilcard  U  "'  ,  "  ,       r  *"   '  r  "'"»'  ''■■""  '"="'■'1  "•" 

•ji^^iii  iiji  tne  camn  was  Kfill      'n 
liauled  up  till  wo  h-id  ^.,  ..1    ^  .,  "*  '''''"°^'  ^'^«»'t 

feet  away  from  tl,„t  cntoe  ^ev  n^ovlTf  f  ","'  ^'^ 
»"d  quiet  aa  a  ro<l.l<i„  „,aj.  be  1  e  I  „.T lit.  "','"■",'""'"• 
do  tliat  dama-c  so  la  I  nnvr.       ,  *"■""'  '"""  '» 

foiling  of  a  ier>f  ^1     "over  heard  a  sound  as  loud  as  the 

two  iTours  ov  ftlut  iob  I'r  ■'  'f  ■■"  "'""^  '"-' 
hours  or  a  bit  over  butt/  ^^  ™  '"'™  «°™  '<""• 
muohofastarr  it:  lu'r?,'"'  'T  """''  «"^  "' 
'oeot  to  the  fort,  tl^en  „  wl  ,d"  ""  f""^  »""  ^  >>»" 
French  ehap  i„  cora.n-md  LTh,  n  "  '■'''""■'  '°  "-o 
talk  before  ho  ir  f.  .,  "lere  might  bo  some 
Freneh  to  follow.''  "  ''"'''""■°'  '«""»«  "'» 

Ja3:i7  "''"''"""' ■"^"""'""--■'-M suppose? 
The  hunter  shook  his  head. 
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*'It  would  take  two  or  three  hours  to  get  fresh  bark  and 
mend  those  holes,"  he  said,  "  and  Ave  haven't  got  as  many 
minutes  to  spare.     There,  now,  we  are  off." 

While  they  had  been  speaking  Rogers  had  been  holding 
a  consultation  -with  two  or  throe  of  his  most  experienced 
followers,  and  they  had  arrived  at  pretty  nearly  the  same 
conclusion  as  that  of  Rogers,  namely,  that  the  Indian  had 
probably  taken  two  or  three  hours  in  damaging  the  canoes 
and  getting  fairly  away  into  the  forest;  but  that  even  if 
he  had  done  so  the  Iroquois  would  be  up  in  the  course  of 
half  an  hour. 

"Let  each  man  pack  his  share  of  meat  on  his  back," 
Rogers  said;  "don't  leave  a  scrap  behind.  Quick,  lads, 
there's  not  a  minute  to  be  lost— it's  a  case  of  legs  now. 
There's  no  hiding  the  trail  of  thirty  men  from  redskin 
eyes." 

In  a  couple  of  minutes  all  were  ready  for  the  start,  and 
Rogers  at  once  led  the  way  at  a  long  slinging  trot  straight 
back  from  the  lake,  first  saying: 

"  Pick  your  way,  lads,  and  don't  tread  on  a  fallen  stick. 
There  is  just  one  chance  of  saving  our  scalps,  and  only 
one,  and  that  depends  upon  silence." 

As  James  ran  along  at  the  heels  of  Nat  he  was  struck 
with  the  strangeness  of  the  scene  and  the  noiselessnesa 
with  which  the  band  of  moccasin-footed  men  flitted  among 
the  trees.  Not  a  word  was  spoken.  All  had  implicit  con- 
fidence in  their  leader,  the  most  experienced  bush-fighter 
on  the  frontier,  and  knew  that  if  any  one  could  lead  them 
safe  from  the  perils  that  surrounded  them  it  was  Rogers. 

James  wondered  what  his  plan  could  be;  it  seemed  cer- 
tain to  him  that  the  Indians  must  sooner  or  later  overtake 
them.  They  would  be  aware  of  tiie  strength  of  the  band, 
and  confiding  in  their  superior  numbers  would  be  able  to 
push  forward  in  pursuit  without  pausing  for  many  precau- 
tions.   Once  overtaken  the  band  must  stand  at  bay,  and 
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iney  have  come  down  on  the  cinn,  "  Vcf  ■  i  1 
ing  round  over  his  shoulder  "ami  ^1  '  ^  '^l' ^^'''''^ 
expect  they  hung  about  Tiitr  .  f,  ''''"'  ^'^^  '^-  ^ 
knowing  as'we  slfo  d  be  0  n  i.  :':,?  ''T  ""'""'  ^"' 
tlie  canoes  was  useless  Th  f.  ^  '  '''^'"  '''  ^"""^ 
we  have  gone,  t'  will  ^.t  7  "^'  '^^"^  ''"^  «"  «« 
us  like  a'pack  of  fo  ds'  Ihri;?.'"^!  ?T  ^^^f*- 
the  captairf  was  up  to!"  '^  ''  ''^''''  ^  '^'^'^^ht 

Rogers  had  turned  sharp  to  thp  loff  +1       v      x-      . 
which   Ticonderocra  storul      n    T  .   ^>  ^^^^  direction  in 

tofff^fliPi-       Aui        1   •  '"^  "^'''6  keeping  well 

of  tl,em  wore  wondcri^r„t  t  ,„  I     '"■ '""'''""'  """y 

««  leading  thorn  .to,/    T       T'T'"'  ''"""'  »'  "'''«''  ^^ 
nf  tl,„;,.  ^'     ^'"'•>'  ''■■"'  some  two  mitos  start 

otthcirirarsLiore.aiK  liad  evening  1,p,.„  .,t  l      7  T 

have  understood  the  imporl  u,c/nf  T  "''  ,"'°^  """''^ 

darkness  came  on  to  coTt h"   "" ',   ^'1'"^.."'";'*  """' 

:^ttvranr4'^-- ' "-  -"  — ' 
—  th:r;t™^:^^er  thni::ir4r '  -'  - 

soo„ts,«ho  X  bvtt  '*  """'^  """"  '""»'  °'  tho 
they  wonld  a!I,  ^t  t  .T";"  "'"''  "■'•™  '"king  that 
fort  T  t      f      ■  ^''"'  "'"  ""  sIio™  near  the  French 

-    y  of  k    1  ? ''  "•"'  "'■^'  "-  '■"'""»«  easily,  lu 

'J  "i  lilt)  comraaes  WRre  nantinn- «-;fK  n    •  . 

-.no.  by  the  side  of  Jamef  wlSa:;!'      ""  """""'' 
G.vemey„nrriHe,hd,forabit.     Yon  are  new  to  this 
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work  aiKl  the  weight  of  the  gun  takes  it  out  of  you.     We 
have  got  another  nine  or  ten  miles  before  us  yet." 

"  I  can  liold  on  for  a  bit/'  James  replied ;  "  I  am  getting 
my  wind  better  now;  but  why  only  ten  miles  ?  We  must 
be  seventy  away  from  the  fort." 

''We  should  never  get  there,"  Nat  said;  "a  few  of  us 
might  do  it,  but  the  redskins  would  be  on  us  in  an  hour 
or  two.  I  thought  when  we  started  as  the  cajitain  would 
have  told  us  to  scatter,  so  as  to  give  each  of  us  some  chance 
of  getting  off;  but  I  see  his  plan  now,  and  it's  the  only  one 
as  there  is  which  gives  us  a  real  chance.  He  is  making 
straight  for  the  French  fort.  He  reckons,  no  doubt,  as 
the  best  part  of  the  French  troops  will  have  marched  out 
after  the  redskins." 

^^  "But  there  would  surely  be  enough  left,"  James  said, 
"  to  hold  the  fort  against  us;  and  even  if  we  could  take  it 
we  could  not  hold  it  an  hour  when  they  all  came  up." 

"lie  ain't  thinking  of  the  fort,  boy, he's  thinking  of  the 
boats.  Wo  know  as  they  have  lots  of  'cm  there,  and  if  we 
can  get  there  a  few  minutes  before  the  redskins  overtake 
us  we  may  get  off  safe.  It's  a  chance,  but  I  think  it's  a 
good  one," 

Others  had  caught  their  leader's  idea  and  repeated  it  to 
their  comrades,  and  the  animating  effect  soon  showed  it- 
self in  the  increased  speed  with  which  the  party  hurried 
through  the  forest.  Before,  almost  every  man  had  thought 
their  case  hopeless,  had  deemed  that  they  had  only  to  con- 
tinue their  flight  until  overtaken  by  the  redskins,  and 
that  they  must  sooner  or  later  succumb  to  tiie  rifles  of  the 
Iroquois  and  their  French  allies.  But  the  prospect  that 
after  an  hour's  run  a  means  of  escape  might  be  found  ani- 
mated each  man  to  renewed  efforts. 

After  running  for  some  distance  longer  Rogers  suddenly 
halted  and  held  up  his  hand,  and  the  band  simultaneously 
came  to  a  halt.     At  first  nothing  could  be  heard  save  their 
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own  quick  breathing,  then  a  confused  noise  was  heard  to 
their  left  front,  a  deep  trampling  and  the  sound  of  voices 
and  an  occasional  clash  of  arms. 

"It  is  the  French  column  coming  out,"  Nat  whispered, 
as  Rogers,  swerving  somewhat  to  the  right  and  making  a 
sign  that  all  should  run  as  silently  as  possible,  continued 
his  course. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

A   COMMISSIOIf. 

Presently  the  noise  made  by  the  column  of  French 
troops  was  heard  abreast  of  tlie  fugitives,  tlien  it  died  away 
belnnd  then,  and  they  again  directed  their  course  to  The 
lef  .  icn  nnnutes  later  tliey  heard  a  loud  succession  of 
Indian  whoops  and  knew  that  the  rcdskiix.  pursuing  them 
had  also  lieard  the  French  column  on  its  mafch,  an  i  w  uld 
be  warning  them  of  the  course  which  the  band  were  takin. 
The  scouts  were  now  but  four  miles  from  Ticonderoga,  and 
each  man  knew  that  it  was  a  mere  question  of  speel. 

Jhrow  away  your  meat,"  Kogers  ordered,  '"you  will  not 
Jot  !i  7;vm;\^'very  pound  tells."  The  me)i  had  already 
got  nd  of  then-  blankets,  an<l  were  now  burdened  only  with 
their  rifles  and  ammunition.  The  ground  was  rough  and 
bi-oken  tor  they  were  nearing  the  steep  promontory  on 
which  the  French  fort  had  been  erected.     They  were  stm 

occults  knew  tha^  now  they  were  exerting  themselves  to  the 

?or  tlie    -  '1     /•:  """^'^  ""'  '"^'"'''^  ""'''  ^^"^^'  "1-"  them, 
for  the  trained  white  man  is,  in  point  of  speed  and  endur^ 

ance,  fairly  a  match  for  the  average  Indian.     They  had  now 
descended  to  w  thin  o  0],^.,.+  ,i;"f.,v  ^    c  +1       •,  . 

in  ...vi...  /  V  !r  ^'^=t''i'Cu  of  the  edge  of  the  lake 

in  Older  to  avoid  the  valleys  and  ravines  running  down 
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from  the  l.ills.  The  war-who„ps  rus.  frerjucntly  in  the 
forest  behind  tl.em,  th.  Indians  yelling  to  give  those  at 
the  fort  notice  tliat  the  chase  was  ai)i)roaching. 

"If  there  war  any  redskins  left  at  the  fort/'  Nat  said 
to  James,  "  they  would  guess  what  our  game  was;  but  I  ex- 
pect  every  redskin  starred  out  on  the  hunt,  and  the  French 
soldiers  when  they  hear  the  yelling  won't  know  what  to 
make  of  it,  and  if  they  do  anything  they  will  shut  them- 
selves  up  m  their  fort." 

Great  as  were  the  exertions  which  the  scout.,  vere  making 
they  could  tell  by  the  sound  of  the  war-whooT)S  that  some 
at  least  of  the  Indians  were  gaining  upon  them.  Accus- 
tomed  as  every  man  of  tlie  party  was  to  the  fatigues  of  the 
forest,  the  strain  was  tolling  upon  ti.em  all  now.  For  twelve 
niiles  they  h.d  run  almost  at  the  top  of  their  speed,  and 
the  short  panting  breath,  the  set  faces,  and  the  reeling 
steps  showed  that  they  were  nearly  at  the  end  of  their 
powers  Still  they  held  on  with  scarcely  any  diminishing 
of  speed.  Each  man  knew  that  if  he  fell  he  must  die,  for 
his  comrades  could  do  nothing  for  him,  and  no  pause  was 
possible  until  the  boats  were  gained. 

They  were  passing  now  under  the  Wench  works,  for  they 
could  hear  shouting  on  the  high  ground  to  the  right  and 
knew  that  the  troops  left  in  the  fort  had  taken  the  alarm; 
bu.  they  were  still  invisible,  for  it  was  only  at  the  point  of 
the  promontory  that  the  clearing  had  be.n  carried  down  to 
the  water  s  edge.     A  low  cry  of  relief  burst  from  the  men 
as  they  saw  the  forest  open  before  them,  and  a  minute  later 
they  were  running  along  in  the  open  near  the  shore  of  the 
lake  at  the  extremity  of  the  promontory,  where,  hauled  up 
upon  the  shore,  lay  a  number  of  canoes  nnd  flat-bottomed 
boats  used  for  the  conveyance  of  troops.     A  nun.ber  of 
boatmen  were  standing  near,  evidently  alarmofl  hv  fho  war- 
cnes  in  the  woods.    When  they  saw  the  party  approaching 
they  at  once  made  for  the  fort  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  on 
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the  high  ground,  Hn.l  al.nost  at  the  same  n.oment  a  drotv 
ping  hro  of  m,.8kotry  oiu-ncd  from  the  intron.-hnionts. 

Smash  tho  cunocH,"  Kogers  said,  setting  tho  example 
by  administering  a  vigorous  kick  to  one  of  them 

Ihe  others  followed  his  example,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
every  one  of  the  frail  barks  was  stove  in. 
^    "Twoof  the  boats  will  hold  us  well,"  Rogers  said:  "miiek 
into  the  water  with  them  and  out  with  the  oars.     Ten  row 

boek  the^Indians  as  they  come  up.  Never  mind  the  sol- 
diers For  the  white-ooated  troops,  i.erceiving  the  scout's 
intention  were  now  pouring  out  from  the  intrenchments. 

A  couple  of  minutes  sufficed  for  tho  men  to  launch  the 
boats  and  take  their  seats,  and  the  oars  dipped  in  the  water 
just  as  three  or  four  Indians  dashed  out  from  the  edge  of 
the  forest.  ^ 

"We  have  won  the  race  by  three  minutes,"  Rogers  said 
exultantly;  stretch  to  your  oars,  lads,  and  get  out  of  range 
as  soon  as  you  can."  ^ 

The  Indians  began  to  fire  as  soon  as  they  perceived  the 
boats  They  were  scarcely  two  hundred  yards  away,  but 
they,  like  the  white  men,  were  panting  with  fatigue,  and 
their  bullets  flew  harmlessly  by. 

"  Don't  answer  yet,"  Rogers  ordered,  as  some  of  tho  scouts 
were  preparing  to  fire.  "  Wait  till  your  hands  get  steady 
and  then  fire  at  the  French;  there  won't  be  many  of  the 
redskins  up  yet." 

The  boats  were  not  two  liundred  yards  from  shore  when 
the  French  soldiers  reached  the  edge  of  the  water  and 
opened  fire,  but  at  this  distance  their  weapons  were  of  little 
avail,  and  though  the  bullets  splashed  thickly  around  the 
boats  no  one  was  injured,  while  several  of  the  French  were 
seen  to  drop  from  the  fire  of  the  scouts.  Another  hundred 
yards  and  the  boatn  were  beyond  any  danger  save  from  a 
chance  shot.    The  Indians  still  continued  firing  and  several 
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of  their  shots  struck  the  boats,  one  of  the  rowers  being  liit 
in  the  shoulder. 

"  Lay  in  your  rifles  ami  man  the  other  two  oars  in  each 
boat,"  Hoppers  said;  "the  French  are  launchim,'  some  of 
their  bateaux,  but  wc  have  got  a  fiiir  start  and  they  won't 
overtake  us  before  we  reach  the  ojjposite  point.  Tlioy  are 
fresher  than  we  are,  but  soldiers  are  no  good  rowing;  be- 
sides, they  are  sure  to  crowd  the  boats  so  that  they  won't 
have  a  chance." 

Five  or  six  ])oats,  each  crowded  with  men,  started  in 
pursuit,  but  they  wen-  fully  half  a  mile  behind  when  the 
two  English  bouts  reached  the  shore. 

"  Now  it  is  our  turn,"  Rogers  said  as  the  men,  leaping 
ashore,  took  their  places  behind  trees.  As  soon  as  the 
French  boats  came  within  range  a  steady  fire  was  opened 
upon  them.  Confusion  was  at  oTice  api)arent  among  them, 
oars  were  seen  to  drop,  and  as  the  fire  contimuHl  the  rowing 
ceased;  another  minute  and  the  boats  were  turned  and 
were  soon  rowing  out  again  into  the  lake. 

"There's  the  end  of  that,"  Rogers  said,  "and  a  close 
shave  it  has  been.  Well,  youngster,  what  do  you  think  of 
your  first  scout  in  the  woods  ?  " 

"  It  has  been  sharper  than  I  bargained  for,"  James  said, 
laughing,  "and  was  pretty  near  being  the  last  as  well  as  the 
first.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  your  taking  us  to  the  boats  I 
don't  think  many  of  us  would  have  got  back  to  Fort  Ilenrv 
to  tell  the  tale."  ^ 

"  There  is  generally  some  way  out  of  a  mess,"  Rogers  said 
"if  one  does  but  think  of  it.  If  I  had  Jiot  thought  of  the 
French  boats  we  should  have  scattered,  and  a  few  of  us 
would  have  been  overtaken,  no  doubt;  but  even  an  Indian 
cannot  follow  a  single  trail  as  fast  as  a  man  can  run,  and  I 
reckon  most  of  us  would  have  carried  our  scalps  back  to 
c-unp.  Still  with  the  woods  full  of  Irorpiois  they  must  have 
had  some  of  us,  and  I  hate  losing  a  man  if  it  can  be  helped. 
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expoet  by  the  ..„„.!„,  they  a. ';:,;;;,;" ''nd'nV   The 

The  man  who  had  been  hit  in  the  shoulder  had  already 

had  his  wound  bandaged.     There  was  a  minute's  eonS 

.onus  0  whether  they  should  continue  tl,eir    o™y  i" 

for  they  can  tmvel  quioi^or  than  we 'ean  r  f  nd  "f,  T/ 
we  know  there  may  be  a  whole  fleet  of  c^io"  , -gh  fp' 
Lake  George  wlueh  would  cut  us  off  No  ]■„)«  tlf„  ,  ? 
way  is  to  keep  on  through  the  woods"       '        '     "  '"'""' 

ato™etttted":i':''""'"'''1'''""'^"'^''™'™^theparty 
at  once  staited  at  a  ewmgmg  trot,  which  was  kept  ub   -ith 

Si  thef  ™'^  °'  ""'"'"^  '^^'"■«'"'"'  ^^'^Z    M 

„  T"'"  ™'  "^""'eo'''  ">»1  after  journevin,. 

another  two  or  three  miles  a  halt  was  culled,  for  Ce™ 
ure  that  the  Indians  would  abandon  pursuit  whefi!h 

me  on  without  their  having  overtaken  the  flitiv 
Before  daybreak  the  march  was  continued,  and  in  leal 
noon  the  party  arrived  at  Fort  William  ijenrv 

James  now  determined  to  leave  the  f„,.,/'    j 
at  once  to  New  York,  where  his'Srse  X  b'e   dd^td 

,oakTn.i  "tl!:"'  "'"'/;'"'  "  ""'"  "■"'"  «ener:i'j'l    1' 

atNew  YorkTe  J™'"f  '^T  °'  '"^  ^"O""'-  0"  arriving 
M  ^ew  Yo.k  1  c  found  at  the  post-offlee  there  a  great  pile 
ot  letters  await  nff  him     Tbei,  l,.,.i  i  "o'l-npiie 

reeeint  „f  1  ■    .1^  ^    ""  '""'"  wn"en  after  the 

SniifritCLrJdts-----' 

1  little  thoUffllt.  inv  hnv  "  his  mr^fl.^,.  ^       -      ■, 

received  vnnr  loff  '  """''    •'  .1     niothcr  wrote,  "when  we 
received  your  letter  saying  that  yon  got  your  discharge 
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from  the  ship  and  were  going  Avith  an  expedition  against 
the  French,  that  you  were  going  to  run  into  such  terrible 
danger.     Fortunately  the  same  vessel  which  brought  the 
news  of  General  Braddock's  defeat  also  brought  your  letter, 
and  we  learned  the  news  only  a  few  hours  before  your  letter 
reached  us.    It  was,  as  you  may  imagine,  a  time  of  terrible 
anxiety  to  us,  and  the  squire  and  Aggie  were  almost  as  anx- 
ious as  I  was.    Mr.  Wilks  did  his  best  to  cheer  us  all,  but  I 
could  see  that  he  too  felt  it  very  greatly.     However,  when 
your  letter  came  we  were  all  made  happy  again,  though  of 
course  we  cannot  bo  but  anxious,  as  you  say  you  arc  just 
going  to  join  another  expedition;   still  we  must  hope  that 
that  will  do  better,  as  it  won't  be  managed  by  regular  sol- 
diers.    Mr.  Wilks  was  quite  angry  at  what  you  said  about 
the  folly  of  making  men  stand  in  a  line  to  be  shot  at,  he 
thinks  so  much  of  drill  and  discipline.    The  squire  and  he 
have  been  arguing  quite  fiercely  about  it;   but  the  squire 
gets  the  best  of  the  argument,  for  the  dreadful  way  in  which 
the  soldiers  were  slaughtered  shows  that  though  that  sort 
of  fighting  may  be  good  in  other  places,  it  is  not  suited  for 
fighting  these  wicked  Indians  in  the  woods.     The  squire 
has  himself  been  up  to  London  about  your  commission,  and 
has  arranged  it  all.    He  has,  as  he  will  tell  you  in  his  letter, 
got  you  a  commission  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Otway,  which  is  to  go  out  next  spring.    He  was  intro- 
duced to  the  commander-in-chief  by  his  friend,  and  told 
him  that  you  had  been  acting  as  Colonel  Washington's  aide- 
de-camp  with  General  Braddock,  and  that  you  have  now 
gone  to  join  General  Johnson's  army;  so  the  duke  said  that 
though  you  would  be  gazetted  at  once  and  would  belong  to 
the  regiment,  you  might  as  well  stay  out  there  and  see  ser- 
vice  until  it  arrived,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  regiment  to  have  an  officer  with  experience  in  Indian- 
fighting  with  it.     I  cried  when  he  brought  me  back  the 
news,  for  I  had  hoped  to  have  you  back  again  with  us  for 
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a  bit  before  you  went  soldierim.  for  „ood  tt 
squire  seems  to  think  it  i.  «  n  -.^  ^,  '  ^^^^'ever,  tlie 
Wilks  t].inks  so  too:so  I  s.n.r  I  ''''^  '''  ^^"-  ^^^r. 
but  Aggie  agrees  with"  CvV-;"-"'.^'"'  "^^  ^^^^^^  ^^''• 

should  "everhuveseen  yo    onee'V^  "./" -'"^  ^^^'^*  «^- 
«aw  you  in  that  storm     She  i^  h     T  ^''  ^'"^'  ^^'^'«"  ^^e 
ing  fast.    I  think  she  mn. M        "  ^'"'^  ^'"'^^  '^"^  is  grow- 
five  months  yo;^te      1'!;:^  s/  '"^^"'  ''''  ^"  "- 
you  anasaysyon  must  tZ'::-of^:^^J:r  '^'l  '^ 
ilie  squire  in  his  letfpr  ,■„„„  .   "  J"""^""  '"r  lira-  sake." 
l.ad  given.  ""  "'^"'"^''  'I'"  "««  Mrs.  W„isl,„„, 

"You  arc  now  an 'cnsim,  "  Im  s.,i,l  «.,  ,  ■. 
any  more  (iglits  before  v.LJ         /'      "'' ''  ^°»  S"  ""o 
Wiiks  said,  get  u  ,1  er     ,=""""  "'"'"'  ^^^  ""'"^  Mr. 
•»  a  Icing's  offleer.^  io  ,d      uT  """°  '<"■  ^°"'  »■"'  ««W 
you  will  see  your  name  "    ^         ™''^  "'  "'"  Sa^o'^'  ^I'^o 

Mr  Wilks's  letter  was  a  long  one    "  r  f„u  ,       -, , 
dear  Jm,"  he  said,  ■•  when  tL  T  ''""''"y  S""'?' 

dreadful  defeat.  I  eo  id  I n,  !^  Tl  """"  "^  B'-»ddoek^ 
tl-e  faee,  and  thougl  t  e  k  /hd  ^f  '""•  "'"">«'  *- 
a  word  to  hurt  n,y  fee  int,  1  V'  """'''  '""'  '  '<™»',  say 
ttat  she  regarded  n,e  „."„„"  ,  V'""'''  ^'^'  ^  «»""  ^«^ 
that,  instead  of  con.i  ,g  ,  ^n^"  ,  I'  '"''  "  ""^  °''  "'J  adviee 
you  remained  out  tlSZ7o„rS: ^V"'" '''''''"«<'' 
oxpedition.  I  could  see  Aggi  fdt  tl  „  '"  '"  ""'"''""ate 
did  iny  best  to  keen  un  tu  '"'""'  "'"1  "'ough  I 

of  it  until  your  let  r*rrid'  '""■"''  '  '""^  "  '^"^  «me 
had  not  come  I  do  bdi  x  ,7"'*''  f"  "'"'^  «afe.  If  it 
««  to  Exeter,  hunted  tn''^  f""'"  "-"  «°-  <!"ietly 
push  it  for  n,e,  for  I  amfot  ^^  f "'  """  ''"■'"'  "  '•'"y  '» 
would  ,ather  have  trai^e^a  Jut't't,  "  '  T"-  ^"'  ' 
than  remain  there  under  yot  1 1,  """  "'  "^  "'» 
However,  thank  God  vou  IZ    ?,  '  ropro^chful  eye. 

aiW  such  a, esson/^ridTL'rtt""  '■'■«''''"'' 
repet,t,on  of  such  a  disaster  as'  that,'*  Ts  t^ldrMtTl 


OR, 

'■    However,  the 
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cannot  agree  with  what  you  say  about  the  uselessness  of  drill, 
even  for  fighting  in  a  forest.  It  must  accustom  men  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  their  officers  and  to  obey  orders 
promptly  and  quickly,  and  I  runnot  but  think  that  if  the 
troops  had  gone  forward  at  a  brisk  double  they  would  have 
driven  the  Indians  before  them.  As  to  the  whooping  and 
yells  you  talk  so  much  about,  I  should  think  nothing  of 
tliem;  they  are  no  more  to  be  regarded  than  the  shrieks  of 
women  or  the  braying  of  donkeys." 

James  smiled  iis  ho  read  this,  and  thought  that  if  the  old 
soldier  had  heard  that  chaos  of  blood-curdling  cries  break 
out  in  the  still  depth  of  the  forest  he  would  not  write  of 
them  with  s;ich  equanimity. 

"  You  will  have  heard  from  the  squire  that  you  are  ga- 
zetted to  Otway's  regiment,  which  with  others  is  to  cross 
the  Athmtic  in  a  few  weeks,  when  it  is  generally  supposed 
war  will  be  formally  declared.  Your  experience  will  be  of 
great  use  to  you,  and  ought  to  get  you  a  good  staff  appoint- 
ment.  I  expect  that  in  the  course  of  a  year  there  will  be 
fighting  on  a  large  scale  on  your  side  of  the  water,  and  the 
English  ought  to  get  the  best  of  it,  for  France  seems  at 
present  to  be  thinking  a  great  deal  more  of  her  affairs  in 
Europe  than  of  her  colonies  in  America.  So  much  the 
bettor,  for  if  we  can  take  Canada  we  shall  strike  a  heavy 
blow  to  her  trade,  and  some  day  Xorth  America  is  going 
to  be  an  important  place  in  the  world." 

The  letters  had  been  lying  there  several  weeks,  and  James 
knew  that  Otway's  regiment  had  with  the  others  arrived 
a  few  days  before,  and  had  already  marched  for  Albany. 
Thinking  himself  entitled  to  a  little  rest  after  hu  labors, 
he  remained  for  another  week  in  New  York  while  his  uni- 
form was  being  made,  and  then  took  a  passage  in  a  trading 
boat  up  to  Albany.  Scarcely  ha'l  he  landed  when  a  young 
ofticer  in  the  same  uniform  met  him.  He  looked  sur- 
prised, hesitated,  and  then  stopped. 


Ji;  ; 
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"  I  I«vo  beo„  out  ifo  0   on  J  it'  ?  '  "  ""1  y°»  ^"^  "' '  " 

■»c,,t  so,„o  months  ago,  but  I  only  Wa  t,t  n  ^''""  "^'" 
arrival  at  New  York  last  week."  ™  ""  '"^' 

"  Oh,  j-ou  arc  Walsham  ' "  thf.  ,•„,„       a- 
»amo  is  E„.ar„s.     I  au,  glad    o  ZlT'Vf     'l ''' 
wondcTing  when  you  would  join  ul^ll  "  '"■''■"  ' 

!"  -™.ff  «o  u,ueh  „,  the  %h  ;„;,ril;"''o  *^^'"''' '""'' 

IS  encamped  about  half  a  mil„  f,  ;     °"''  '■'■g"'i<'"t 

I  will  go  b:,ck  with  yoh  a"  d  ■,   ,  ";    '"■''•    "^■""  "'"  '"'  '"o 

James  thanked  lim.     1  ,"'"'  >'""  '"  "'"■  f''"''"'^." 

together.    Jam  s        ™d    h-^r  """""'  "'""S  '""""8 

««"s  junior  to  hin,se     histv  *"'  '"™"'y  "^^  «>" 

il.em,  as  the  regime  , til         "«<l"a">taneo  being  one  of 

»<1  the  vaoanefesM  b  e!  "f'T"":""'  *"'■'  »'  »«--«. 
"  Of  course  we  muren/,'"  "''^''"^  '"""■■''  i'  ™'«d 
■vurds  said.    "He  iTI  can  tll'f    '"  °°'™'''  '''•^'•"  »'■■•  ^d- 
in  the  regiment  "  '^     '  *''"°~'''  "'"'  ''"'J'  »'»d.  liked 

"  We"att7g'i:f  r  T^'  """  «'-°"'  -'■■■"".V- 

he  said,  "an^'iet'iit,^-    ,^,0^ t:;,!!'--  ^^"'^''■™'" 

have  a  young  officer  who  has  bee,  three  t       '■''^"™      '" 
m  dispatches.     Yon  will  too  Z  f        ""  """=""»ned 

will  be  able  to  .-ive  ur  wro^  ^.'■""'  '""'"'  '»  "■'•  ^^ 

n-ethod    of    flgltin"   t^  X"L  "I'f  "^  '"  ""'  '■""•"> 
terrible."  °  "'    Biaddock's    men   found  so 

%l.t  in  regular  fashio'.-tratis  t;'/  ^^^^  '"''1 !"'  "'""  '" 
and  that  mode  of  flghtiu^r  h,  f  h!         ,       "/ '""'  '"^ "''"'  ^". 
redskins  would  be  n  o    fh"  „    "  Tf  ■"'  '"'"'•    ^  '"""''•ed 
;^.es  their  n.rn^Z  l^ ::;::;  ^^^^T  '^     ■ 
-«.n.ucaaridie„lo„sway;h„tfigllgt«,lt;; 
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way,  white  men  are  a  match  for  the  redskins.  Indeed,  the 
frontiersmen  can  thrash  the  Indians  even  if  they  are  two 
or  three  to  one  against  them." 

"You  have  been  in  this  last  affair  on  the  lake,  have  you 
not,  Mr.  Walshum  ?    I  heard  you  were  with  Johnson." 

"  Yes,  sir,  I  was,  and  at  the  beginnijig  it  was  very  nearly  a 
repetition  of  Braddock's  disaster;  but  after  being  surprised 
and  at  first  beaten,  the  column  that  went  out  made  such  a 
stout  fight  of  it  that  it  gave  us  time  to  put  the  camp  in  a 
state  of  defence.  Had  the  Indians  made  a  rush,  I  think 
they  would  have  carried  it;  but  as  thev  contented  them- 
selves with  keeping  up  a  distant  fire,  the  provincials,  who 
were  all  young  troops  quite  unaccustomed  to  fighting  and 
wholly  without  drill  or  discipline,  gradually  got°steady  and 
at  length  sallied  out  and  beat  them  decisively." 

"I  will  not  detain  you  now,"  the  colonel  said;  "but  I 
hope  ere  long  you  will  give  us  a  full  and  detailed  account 
of  the  fighting  you  have  been  in,  with  your  idea  of  the  best 
way  of  training  regular  troops  for  the  sort  of  work  we  have 
before  us.  Mr.  Edwards  will  take  you  over  to  the  mess 
and  introduce  you  to  your  brother  officers." 

James  was  well  received  by  the  officers  of  his  regiment, 
and  soon  found  himself  perfectly  at  home  with  them.  He 
had  to  devote  some  hours  every  day  to  acquiring  the  mys- 
teries  of  drill.  It  was  to  him  somewhat  funny  to  see  the 
pains  expended  in  assuring  that  each  movement  should  be 
performed  with  mechanical  accuracy;  but  he  understood 
that,  although  useless  for  such  warfare  as  that  which  they 
had  before  them,  great  accuracy  in  details  was  necessary 
for  .nsunng  uniformity  of  movement  among  large  masses  of 
men  in  an  open  country.  Otherwise  the  time  passed  very 
pleasantly.  James  soon  became  a  favorite  in  the  regiment, 
and  the  young  officers  were  never  tired  of  questioning  him* 
concerning  the  redskins  and  their  manner  of  fighting. 
There  were  plenty  of  amusements;  the  snow  was  deep  on 
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the  g,-m„„l  „„„•,  an,I  lh„  „ni,o™  sk,i(„.,i,  nra.li«.d  will, 

.Mlu,,.....,,.!  tl,..  ,,o„,,l„  „f  All.:,,,,  ,„„i  tl,„  /cUlu'  n, , 
v.oa  w,l  ,  ..„.,,  ,,,„„.  i„  u„i,.  ,,.,„,,i,„,i„  ,„  t,,„  „„,^,,,.^^ 
0„<,  <l,.j,  ,„  ..,.l,n„„.,v  „„  „,,U,.|y  |„,„,^,,,t  „  ,„„,,„„,  i„ 
->a-o.   V,.ld„;„j  that  tl,„  „ol„„,.|  wi,i,...,  t;  e,,o,.k  to  1,1  , 

Rg,„H    t  ,8  l.kol.v  to  fo,-„,  ,,„rt  of  the  c.«,c,liti„,,  whi'ch  is 
W„,s„ttod  out  ,„  E„gl,.,„l  „g„i,„t  Ix,,;isbo,,,.gj     c    ' 

tioops  from  the  i„-ovi„,co  will  „cooT,ii,„„y  it  " 

Hut  th„t  will  loavo  th.,  frouticr  here  dtoccther  -me,,  to 
the  enemy,"  James  said  in  6ni-,„-i,e.  ^ 

'•  That  is  my  own  opinion,  Walsham.     Louisbourc  h  ,>I- 
togethev  outside  the  range  of  the  j.resent  strnggi"  t  lit 
seems  to  mo  that  tho  British  force'  should  b,  e,  X 
stnk,ng  at  a  vital  point.    However,  that  is  not  to  the    u 
pose.    It  .s  the  Earl  of  Loudon's  plan.    However,  it  s  ma"  - 
(est,  as  you  say,  that  the  frontier  will  be  left  torrib  y  Z 

rill  t  it"  'rrT""'  "'  ■"""'  "'  "-  ■•e8i."o..ts  gig 
will  bo    eft     Aatnnilly.as  yon  a,-o  tho  oulyl, nicer  in  tho 
reg.men    who  has  had  any  cvpc^ience  in  this  fo,-est  w    fl 
3-ou  would  be  one  of  those  left  here;   but  as  an  e  sign  «,, 
wo    d  not  have  much  inflnon.e,  and  I  think  tlu.t  itZZ 

voiiTif 'r "  tt"' '"/'" ""'™ =""'  '"'"•«  1""-" '"'  ■ 

yourself  if  I  can  obtain  for  you  something  like  a  rovinir 
commission.    What  do  you  think  of  that '"  ^ 

"  I  should  greatly  prefer  that,  sir,"  James  said  g,-atef„lly. 
T  egene,-al  is  a  little  vexed,  I  knpw,"  the  cofonel  we,f 
on,    at  the  numerous  successes  and  daring  feats  gained  bv 
Kogers  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  eoni^.nics  of    coutj 
vMe  the  regulars  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  fl     » 

noyaisco„tssi.o7.idbef:;mtL7v;r;:i:;.t^^^^^^^^ 
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various    roginuMits,  and   tli.it  you  should  hate  tho  com- 
mand." 

"Thank  you,  sir,"  James  said,  "and  f  should  llko  it  above 
all  things;  l)ut  I  fear  that  wo  should  juiv(!  no  chanc^o  what- 
ever of  rivalling  the  work  of  Ifogers  and  tho  other  partisan 
loaders.     These   nu'u   are  all  trained  to  the  work  of  tho 
Avoods,  accustomed  to  fight  Indians,  e(iually  at  homo  in  a 
canoe  or  in  tho  forest.     I  have  had,  as  you  are  good  enough 
to  say,  some  experience  in  the  work,  but  I  am  a  mere  child 
by  their  side,  and  wore  I  to  load  fifty  Knglish  soldiers  in 
the  forest  I  fear  that  none  of  us  would  over  return." 
'    "  Yes,  but  I  siiould  not  propose  that  you  should  engage 
in  enterpi'ises  of  tliat  sort,'  Walsham.     My  idea  is  that  id 
though  you  would  have  an  independent  command  with  very 
considerable  freedom  of  action,  you  would  act  in  connection 
Avith  tho  regular  troops;  the  s(!outs  are  often  far  away  when 
wanted,  leaving  the  posts  oprm  to  surprise.     They  are  so 
impatient  of  any  discii»lino  that  they  are  adverse  to  going 
near  tho  forts,  except  to  obtain  fresh  supplies.     You,  on 
the  contrary,  would  act  as  the  eyes  of  any  post  which  you 
might  think  threatened  by  the  enemy.    At  present,  for  in- 
stance, Fort  Williain  Henry  is  the  most  exposed  to  attack. 
You  would  take  your  command  there,  and  would  report 
yourself  to  Major  Eyre,  who  is  in  command.    As  for  service 
there,  your  letter  of  ai)pointment  would  state  that  you  are 
authorized  to  act  independently,  but  that  while  it  would  bo 
,  your  duty  to  obo"  tho  orders  of  the  commanding  officer, 
you  will  be  authorized  to  offer  such  suggestions  to  him  as 
your  experience  in  Indian  warfare  would  lead  you  to  make. 
You  would  train  your  men  as  scouts.     It  would  be  their 
special  duty  to  guard  the  fort  against  surprise,  and  of  course 
in  case  of  attack  to  take  part  in  its  defence.     In  the  event 
of  the  provincial  scouts  making  any  concerted  movement 
against  a  French  post,  you  Wv^ald  be  authorized  to  join 
them,     Y^ou  would  then  have  the  benefit  of  their  skill  and 
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e.xrerienco,  and  in  case  of  success  /I...  ..,.,. 

«liare  of  tlio  credit      Wlnf  '"^'''''  ^  '^,  *""'y  ^^o»lfl  S^t  a 

1  sliould  like  it  above  nil  Mihifrc  "  i  j  i'""i . 

■ur«,.i  I   u  .       ''"""'-■""  •^"I'lfffi,    James  renod    "Tlmf 

r'lt.r""'""^ '""  '""^  «■'-'■  I  »'-'<•  -let  ml 

"  I  tlioii«lit  so,"  the  Cdloncl  sniil     «  I  h.,v„  f 
t..lKs  which  w„  have  .l„„f  Ch"     ti  T  h"  '""'.""' 

an  intelligence  officer  fecneial  s  staff  as 

«.n  toZii:::;!  nteri;  t"""  "'  "■"  "™>-  -  *» 

it  certainly  sZf  o  1  f  h  t  '"«  "''"  •"""  "'"■  ""d 

have  s„g jsteiTo,;;.,  T.  „'  'tt^rs^ic:'"":",  "■?,  "■"'  ^ 

tlmt  i^  st,.c„gf,h  should  bo  fifty  n,"  You  v«?""'  "'"" 
liaveanothcr  officer  with  vn„  r  ».  ^ """"'■  °' course, 
like  to  choose,  as  m„y  a  wel,  tL'tr  ""f°""^«"  ""'<> 
and  dried  to  the  ge3"  "  ''"  """""  '"^'"""^  <="' 

onpa^:;d;:-tttnt;r!XT'"^"^- 

liUhe  at  ernoon  James  was  again  sent  for. 
-lie  earl  has  approved  of  my  sclieme      Yoti  «.ni  i 
temporary  rank  ns  p.. nf..;,,    •       -^  °^"^"'e.     loii  wiJI  have 
J  <^ic*ij,  lajiK.  as  captain  sriven  von  m  nrrir»,.  4^„    i 
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regiments  will  ho  paraded  to-morrow  iind  asked  for  volun- 
ti'ors  for  the  special  service.  If  tliere  are  more  than  fifty 
olfer  you  can  select  your  own  men." 

Accordingly  the  next  morning  tlu!  troops  to  he  left  he- 
liind  were  ])arad(Ml,and  an  order  was  read  out  saying  that  u 
corps  of  scouts  for  special  service  was  to  l)e  raised,  and  that 
volunteers  were  requested.  Upward  uf  a  hundred  men 
stepped  forward,  and  heing  formed  in  fine  James  selected 
from  them  fifty  who  appeared  to  him  the  most  hardy,  active, 
and  intelligent-looking.  He  himself  liad  that  morning  hecn 
])ut  in  orders  as  captain  of  the  new  corps,  and  had  assumed 
tlie  insignia  of  his  temporary  rank.  Tlie  colonel  had  placed 
at  his  disposal  two  intelligent  young  non-commissioned 
officers. 

The  next  morning  he  marched  with  his  command  for 
Fort  William  Henry.    No  sooner  liad  he  left,  the  open  coun- 
try and  entered  the  woods  than  he'  began  to  instruct  the 
men  in  their  new  duties.  <  The  whole  of  them  were  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers  and  taught  to  advance  in  Indian  fashion, 
each  man  sheltering  himself  behind  a  tree,  scanning  tlio 
woods  carefully  ahead,  and  then,  fixing  his  eyes  on  another 
tree  ahead,  to  advance  to  it  at  a  sharp  run  and  shelter  there. 
All  this  was  new  to  tho  soldiers,  hitherto  drijled  only  in 
solid  formation  or  in  skirmishing  in  the  open,  and  when, 
at  the  end  of  ten  miles'  skirmishing  through  the  wood,  they 
were  halted  and  ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  James 
felt  that  his  men  were  beginning  to  have  some  idea  of  forest- 
fighting.     The  men  themselves  were  gresitly  pleased  with 
their  day's  work.     It  was  a  welcome  change  after  the  long 
monotony  of  life  in  a  standing  camp,   and  the  day's  work 
had  given  them  a  high  opinion  of  the  fitness  of  their  young 
officer  for  command. 

But  the  work  and  instruction  was  not  over  for  the  day. 
Hitherto  none  of  the  men  had  had  any  experience  in  camp- 
ing in  the  open.    James  now  showed  them  how  to  make 
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oomfort.hlo  sholtors  ..aiust  tho  ool,l  witi.  two  fork,.]  sti.-ks 
'«1  onolanl  u.toss  tluMn.  mm.]   with  u  f,.v  1uh,.1,    ,     1 

i"0l„i,ht  ,nl,o  11,0  Hcnniif.  ,n-<mii<I  Kort  Willi!,,,,  Ucni^v 

'■  '■""■'■'■■  "10  ,„,„„,•«  |„-„„sl,t  hiue  by  tl,c  scouts  •  l,o  said 

my  on,cors  or  ,„ci,  have  uny  cvni-iicco  of  «,„  T    , 
mot  lock  of  .i(t.,„i-  „    ,  i-^i'iiiuico  ot  the  Indiiin 

m  tnocis  of  .ithiclv,  and  y„„r  oxpoHo.icc  will  l,c  vorv  vnl„ 
'Me.    It  ,s  „  ,,ity  t|,„t  tl,oy  do  „„t  .ivc  n,o  oL  of    l! 

"  Thank  you,  sir,"  James  replied.    « I  shall  ho  rrl  ,^  f 
e  men  under  eovo,-  w„i,e  tl',ey  ,.re  ho^^JL!^?^  fjt 
Ttt         !"'  '"r"'''  ■■''  Po^"'""  i"  ^oouting  and  camping 
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borhood of  tho  fort,  I  do  not  proposo  always  to  return  lioro 
at  night.  Are  any  of  ('aptain  l^ogdrs'  (iorps  at  j)r('s«'iil  at 
tho  fort  ?  " 

"  Some  of  them  came  in  last  night,"  Major  Kyre  nsplicul. 

"  I  have  authority,"  James  said,  "  to  enlist  two  of  them 
in  my  corps." 

Major  Kyre  smiled. 

"  I  do  not  think  you  will  find  any  of  them  ready  to  sub- 
mit to  military  discipline  or  to  put  on  a  red  coat." 

"  Tliey  are  all  accustomed  to  obey  orders  promptly  enougli 
when  at  work,"  James  said,  "  though  there  is  no  attempt  at 
discipline  when  off  duty.  You  see  them  at  their  worst  here. 
There  is,  of  courto,  nothing  like  military  order  in  the  woods, 
but  obedience  is  just  as  prompt  as  among  our  troops.  As  to 
ii\e  uniform,  I  agree  with  you,  but  on  that  head  I  should 
not  be  particular.  I  can  hardly  fancy  any  of  the  scouts 
buttoned  tightly  up  with  stiff  collars;  but  as,  after  all,  al- 
though they  are  to  be  enlisted,  they  will  be  attaclied  to  tlie 
corps  rather  than  be  regular  members  of  it,  I  do  not  think 
I  need  insist  upon  the  uniform." 

After  leaving  the  major,  James  saw  to  the  pitching  of 
the  t(  iits  and  the  comforts  of  his  men,  and  when  he  had 
done  so  strolled  off  toward  a  group  of  scouts  who  were 
watching  his  proceedings,  and  among  whom  he  recognized 
the  two  men  for  whom  he  was  looking.  lie  received  a  cor- 
dial greeting  from  all  who  had  taken  part  in  his  previous 
adventures  with  Captain  Rogers'  band. 

"And  so  you  are  in  command  of  this  party  ?  "  Nat  said. 
"  I  asked  one  of  the  men  just  now,  and  he  said  you  were  the 
captain.  ,You  are  young  to  be  a  captain,  but  at  any  rate 
it's  a  good  thing  to  have  a  king's  officer  here  who  knows 
something  about  the  woods.  The  rest  ain't  no  more  idea 
of  them  than  nothing/' 

"  I  want  to  chat  to  you,  Nat,  and  also  to  Jonathan,  if  you 
will  come  across  with  me  to  my  tent." 
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''own  ,„,d  huv„„el,at     T   "^ '  "'';:'"''-     ~""'  '<"  •"  »i 

^"ttl.,  N,.t,  there  u     two     ™  1  '"r  ""'■"'"'  ™"' '"  "'»' 
in  timt  keg.  °  ""  ?"'">''""»,  and  there  is  water 

b.alfcair;:';;:™:,:/.';-.  ""  ""'^  --  -««  on 
™-od  spceia,.,  to  aot^aa  cents  ro^uf  °'  "■'""  ''"^  >--> 
wlxch  may  be  threatened  op  t„  !  ,  I"  '"'  ""^  ""'«'•  '<"■' 
of  a  eoh,mn  of  trooS's"  ""  "'  ""■  '"'™>«'«J  guard 

"Theydon-t  knZ'^ZtZT  """'  "'""  """'^<'"-" 
«ady  to  learn.    I  think  tnl'i^"?  """^'^''ows  and 

W  a  pretty  fair  ido::  4°  i^^  „  I,  ,"'"V'!™''^ ''-^ 
woods,  and  ns  I  have  mt]StlJ  ''™  '""'"""  '"  'he 

ball  eartridge,  I  hone  i„  'f  ^  '°,'''"''»'  «'""'  ™Pl>Iios  of 
«'om.  YonVave  tanght  ml  ""t  '"  '"»'"'  ^'"■"''"'«  of 
I  »'.all  teach  thema,  f  k,"  v  Tft  ^'"^  "'  '""'  "'^^'  ""•> 

-jwant  to  propose  .:■;:.  rd^-~trrts 

wi;p^a^?irt;:^gr]:™„^i:^^^^^^  --'-  -p 

with  the  «nderstandi„niaf™,"  /T'  '""^  "''""'"'"' 
whenever  y„„  like.  The  e  wiU  he  ^;^"  "'^^''^^o 
anything  of  that  sort  It  w  L  *°  """'"«  '"  ""o  or 
»an.e  as  with  Captain  Koge«.  „  ^^  X"'"«  7'.''' '''o 
-«Ionge.ped,tion.  as  ii»  doesrhu't^k^' ,7,,.^",;'^: 
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borhood of  tlio  fort.  I  sliould  want  yon  to  act  both  nn 
scouts  and  instructors,  to  teach  the  nion,as  you  hav(.  tau-ht 
me,  soniothin^tr  „f  woo<lcnift,  how  to  fijid  their  way  in  a 
forest,  and  how  to  figlit  the  Indians  in  their  own  way,  and 
to  h(.  up  (o  Indian  dovioes.  You  will  he  guides  on  tlio  lino 
of  march,  will  warn  mo  of  danger,  and  suggest  the  host  i)lan 
of  meeting  it.  You  will,  in  fact,  ho  scouts  attached  to  the 
cori)s,  only  nominally  you  will  he  members  of  it.  I  know 
your  ways,  and  should  not  exact  any  observance  of  discipline 
more  than  that  whieh  you  have  with  Hogers,  and  should 
treat  you  in  the  light  of  non-commissioned  ofTlcers." 

"  Well,  and  what  do  you  say,  Jonathan  ?  "  Nat  said,  turn- 
ing  to  his  tall  companion.  "  You  and  I  have  both  taken  a 
fancy  to  tli.T  captain  here,  and  though  ho  has  picked  up  a 
lot  for  a  young  'un,  and  will  in  time  make  a  first-rate  hand 
111  the  woods,  I  guess  he  won't  make  much  hand  of  it  yet  if 
ho  hadn't  got  some  one  as  ki^  th.  ,v'oods  by  his  side  We 
have  had  a  spell  of  hard  w,.rk  of  it  with  Rogers  lately,  and 
I  don't  mmd  if  I  have  a  change  for  a  bit  with  the  red-coats." 

•'  I  will  go,  of  course,"  Jonathan  said  briefly. 
^    "Very   well,  then    that's   settled,   captain,"   Nat   said. 
Rogers  will  be  in  to-night,  and  I  will  tell  him  we  are 
going  to  transfer  ourselves  over  to  you." 
"He  won't  Mind,  I  hope,"  James  said. 
"He  won't  mind,"  Nat  replied.   "  We  ain't  very  part icu- 
lar  about  times  of  service  in  our  corps.    We  just  comes  and 
goes  pretty  well  as  the  fancy  takes  us.     They  would  i  over 
get  us  to  join  if  they  wanted  to  get  us  to  bind  down  hard 
and  fast.     Sometimes  they  start  on  an  expedition  fifty 
strong,  next  time  perhaps  not  more  than  thirty  turns  up 
Is  there  anything  to  do  to  join  the  corps  ?  " 

"  Not  much,  Nat.  I  give  you  each  a  shilling  and  attest 
you,  that  is  to  say,  swear  you  in  to  servo  the  kin^,  and  in 
your  case  give  you  a  paper  saying  that  you  are  au°thorized 
to  take  your  discharge  whensoever  it  pleases  you.'* 
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Very  well,  captain ;  then  on  those  terms  we  join  alwav8 
understood  as  we  don't  have  to  put  on  red  coats  "  ^ 

said  """  ™'  "'"■"  '"'  ""''  *''""  N»*  *'»'3i"g  «P 

ord'frs?  "'"''  '^'"'■""' ''''''''"""'  '^  '"''='?""-=!  '*"''«  JO"' 
geant"""  """'*  *°  ""  ^""^  "'  *"  *^"*  »'"'  """^'J  'h^  =<"■ 

coZ-Tef;!nT '""^  "'^"  "^  ^-'-ted  as  scouts  in  the 
corps,  they  will  draw  rations  and  be  a  regular  nart  of  th. 
company  like  the  rest,  but  they  will  not  wfar  uniform  act 
mg  only  as  scouts.  They  will  have  the  rank  and  po^it'on 
o(  corporals,  and  will  specially  instruct  the  men  inwod" 
craft  and  ,n  the  w.ays  of  the  Indians.  They  will,  o  course 
occupy  the  tent  with  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
will  mess  with  them.    Being  engaged  as  scouts  only  they 

fort^Me!"     '  ""  "'""  ^""  ™"  '»  """"^  """n  <=om. 

The  sergeant  saluted  and  led  the  two  scouts  over  to  the 

tent  occupied  by  himself  and  the  other  non-commTsLed 

officers,  and  the  roars  of  laughter  that  issued  from  it  In 

h  Z;it°  h^"""'"^"'  "'"  """"^o'-  »'  'he  scout^ 

Lr°r:ctt:t  :zizz  "^^  """^  "•  "^  "'^^^ «- 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


AN   ABORTIVE   ATTACK. 


Three  weeks  passed.  James  kept  liis  men  steadily  at 
work,  und  even  the  scouts  allowed  that  they  made  great 
progress.  Sometimes  they  went  out  in  two  parties  with 
an  officer  and  a  scout  to  each,  and  their  pouches  filled  with 
blank  cartridge.  Each  would  do  its  best  to  surprise  the 
other;  .and  when  they  met  a  mimic  fight  would  take  place, 
the  men  sheltering  behind  trees  and  firing  only  when  they 
obtained  a  glimpse  of  an  adversary. 

"  I  did  not  think  that  these  pipe-clayed  soldiers  could 
have  been  so  spry,"  JSTat  said  to  James.  "  They  have  picked 
up  wonderfully,  and  I  wouldn't  mind  going  into  an  Indian 
fight  Avith  them.  They  are  improving  with  their  muskets. 
Their  shooting  yesterday  wasn't  bad  by  rso  means.  In  three 
months'  time  they  Avill  be  as  good  a  lot  to  handle  as  any 
of  the  companies  of  scouts." 

Beside  the  daily  exercises  the  company  did  scouting  work 
at  night,  ten  men  being  out  by  turns  in  the  woods  border- 
ing the  lake.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  19th 
of  March  Nat  came  into  the  officers'  tent. 

"  Captain,"  he  said, "  get  up.     There's  something  afoot.'* 

"  What  is  it,  Nat  ?  "  James  asked  as  he  threw  off  his  rugs. 

"  It's  the  French,  at  least  I  don't  see  who  else  it  can  be. 
It  was  my  turn  to-night  to  go  round  and  look  after  our 
sentries.     When  I  came  to  Jim  Bryan,  who  was  stationed 
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just  at  the  edffe  of  thf>  1'i.to  t  o„;  i  x    i  • 

m  wing  in  the  Jnds  '    /,f  °'""°  '"  '""  "^  I  o™  hear  a  ham- 

going."  ie,n';ri„  Z::x\ZTT^"'' 
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Their  ^tron'g:,Tn";r;i:^:'^r,  ::;•-•"  ""•^"v--- 

...edandt™:^-^-^^^^^^^^ 

-a.hou;;^t,;rd!;rn":;sr^^^ 

After  firing  for  a  few  minutes  tliey  were  silent      Tl 
-uina  on  tl,e  iee  could  no  longer  be  1^7'        "■     ^'" 

-Liiey  have  taken  to  tlie  woods  "  T^^i  ,„i      i,  ^  .  , 

"P  his  station  next  to  James  wltl  ^  d -t't       .  rfr 

they  would  stop  on  tlie  ice  with  the  h.  in        r        ^'^'^^ 

"  Do  you  think  they  will  aUai    !f         ^  ''^  '^  "P'" 

nsked.  ^  "''''^  ^^^'^^^  morning  ? "  James 

"It  ain't  likely."  Nut  ren] led      «T1.-  -.  , 
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able  to  make  out  anything  about  them.  If  they  couM 
hav-  come  straight  along  the  ice  to  the  head  of  the  lake 
here  they  would  have  made  a  dash,  no  doubt;  but  now  they 
find  we  ain't  to  be  caught  asleep  I  expect  they  will  wait 
till  morning." 

Again  the  sound  of  axes  was  heard  in  the  wood,  and  the 
glare  of  light  appeared  above  the  trees. 

''There  must  be  a  tidy  lot  of  'em,"  Xat  said. 

"Do  you  think  it  will  be  any  use  to  go  out  and  try  to 
surprise  them  ?  "  ■^ 

'_'  Xot  a  bit,  captain.  They  are  sure  to  have  a  lot  of  red- 
skins  with  them,  and  they  will  be  lurking  in  the  woods  in 
hopes  that  v..  .,Hy  try  such  a  move.  No-we  have  got  a 
strong  po.  .  here  and  can  lick  them  three  to  one;  but 
in  the  woe..,  except  Stark's  men  and  perhaps  yours,  none 
of  the  others  wouldn't  be  no  good  at  all." 

Major  Eyre  shortly  afterward  sent  for  James,  who  gave 
him  the  opinion  of  the  scout,  and  the  major  then  ordered 
the  troops  to  get  under  shelter  a^ain,  leaving  Stark's  men 
to  act  as  sentries,  for  the  night  yras  bitterly  cold. 

It  was  not  until  ten  o'clock  next  day  that  the  French  ap- 
peared, and,  surrounding  the  fort  on  all  sides  except  on  that 
ot  the  lake,  opened  heavy  mupketry  fire  upon  it.     Thev 
were  a  formidable  body.     Vaudreuil,  the  governor  of  Can 
a.(  a,  had  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  blow  a  successful  one 
1  he  force  had  been  assembled  at  Crown  Point,  and  numbered 
sixteen  hundred  regulars,  Canadians,  and  Indians.     Everv- 
thing  needful  for  their  comfort  hud  been  provided-over- 
coats, blankets  bear-skins  to  sleep  on,  and  tarpaulins  to 
cover  them.     They  had  been  provided  with  twelve  days' 
provisions,  which  were  placed  on  hand-sledges  and  drawn 
by  the  troops. 

They  marched  over  the  ice  of  Lake  Ohamplain  down  to 
liconderoga,  where  they  rested  a  week  and  constructed 
three  hundred  scaling-ladders.     Three  days'  further  march 
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expedition  to  liis  bi-oll.cr  iiigaiiil  """".""I  ot  tl.o 

.Tlie  fire  did  iio  damage,  as  tJ.c  ganison  lavsholterod  !,. 

u"d  tl,c,r  ,„t.e„cl,„,o.,ts,  ,.o,,!,.i,rg  occasio,,  dl7     4'   er 

the^e,.e,„y  nu.terod  „.  force  as  if  witl,  au  inte.^tiol;  of'at 

K:;iSiiitneo;ii::r"i?i:  T  "™^'™''*r''" 
.i^.^;i^:;;,::;;--:test;eo;^;;'-™- 

said      '  t1?.     %T  ^1''^  ''  "^"^^  ''^  ^^^^^^  attack,"  James 
works/^         '  "^''  '"■'  ^"""'"^  '-^^  ^^^^^^^  ^'-  l--tior.  of  our 

chaps  don  t  attack  at  once,  wlien  tliere  are  four  or  five  to 
one.  I  reckon  that  they  ain't  likely  to  attack  at  all  ily 
me^i  to  surpr.se  us,  and  they  hav.n't,and  it  seems  to  me 
as  It  has  taken  all  the  heart  out  of  them  " 

As  evening  approached  the  fire  ceased.  At  nightfall 
ti^ng  guards  wero  placed  round  the  intrencluneni  and 
the  troops  retired  to  their  quarters  ready  to  turn  out  at  . 
minute's  notice.  About  midnight  the/ were  call  d  t'^ 
there  was  again  a  sound  on  the  lake.  The  cannon  at  once 
opened,  and  as  before  all  was  silent  again 

have  set  fire  to  the  sloops."  ^ 

As  he  spoke  a  tongue  of  flame  started  up  from  one  of  the 

t.vo  vessels  lying  ,n  the  ice  close  to  the  shore,  and  almo  t 

up  on  the  bejich. 
"  Tlwi/s  redskin  work,"  Nat  exclaimed. 
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"  Come,  lads,"  James  cried,  leaping  down  from  the  low 
earthwork  into  the  ditch.     "Let  us  save  the  boats  if  we 
can."    The  scouts  followed  him  and  ran  down  to  the  shore ; 
but  the  Indians  had  done  their  work  well.     The  two  sloops 
and  many  of  the  boats  were  well  alight,  and  it  was  evident 
at  once  that  long  before  a  hole  could  bo  broken  through 
the  ice,  and  buckets  brougiit  down  from  the  fort,  they  would 
be  beyond  all  hopes  of  saving  them.     The  French,  too 
opened  fire  from  the  woods  bordering  the  lake,  and  as  the 
light  of  the  flames  exposed  his  men  to  the  enemy's  marks- 
men James  at  once  called  tliem  back  to  the  fort,  and  the 
sloops  and  boats  burned  themselves  out.     At  noon  next  day 
the  French  filed  out  from  the  woods  on  to  the  ice  at  a  dis- 
tance of  over  a  mile. 

"  What  now  ? "  Edwards  exclaimed.  "  They  surely  don't 
mean  to  be  fools  enough  to  march  across  the  ice  to  attack 
us  in  broad  daylight." 

"It  looks  to  me,"  James  replied,  "as  if  they  wanted  to 
make  a  full  show  of  their  force.  See,  there  is  a  white  flag, 
and  a  party  are  coming  forward." 

An  officer  and  several  men  advanced  toward  the  fort,  and 
Major  Eyre  sent  out  one  of  his  officers  with  an  equal  num- 
ber of  men  to  meet  them.  Tliere  was  a  short  parley  when 
the  parties  came  together,  and  then  the  French  officer  ad- 
vanced toward  the  fort  with  the  English,  his  followers  re- 
maining on  the  ice. 

On  nearing  the  fort  the  French  officer,  Le  Mercier,  chief 
of  the  Canadian  artillery,  was  blindfolded  and  led  to  the  room 
where  Mnjor  Eyre,  with  all  the  British  officers,  was  await- 
ing Jnm.  The  handkerchief  was  then  removed  from  his 
eyes,  and  he  announced  to  the  commandant  that  he  was  the 
bearer  of  a  message  from  the  officer  commanding  the  French 
force,  who,  being  desirous  of  avoiding  an  effusion  of  blood, 
begged  me  Engli«u  commander  to  abstain  from  resistance, 
Which,  against  a  force  so  superior  to  his  own,  could  but  b^ 
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Pl;'=o  but  soon  hdk,l,  ami  ~.vi,t  r  "'"  '"""'"*  ">» 
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''g'"-    They  therefore  iZn^,  '^-.'..g  beyond  the  circle  of 
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>nonu,ntarilyo.vpcetingan  ,  h'l    ''"'/''S'"<'«'  ™.md,  and 
0"t  the  French lulvanS^t^  an^tlL    '""""« °™'«""h- 
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to  save  the  Iniildings  from  destruction.  Every  moment 
they  expected  to  be  attacked,  for  had  the  French  advanced 
the  huts  must  have  been  left  to  themselves,  in  which  case 
the  garrison  would  have  found  themselves  shelterless,  and 
all  their  provisions  and  stores  would  have  been  consumed- 
but  before  noon  the  danger  was  over,  for  not  only  had  the 
fires  begun  to  burn  low  but  a  heavy  snow-storm  set  in. 
All  day  it  continued. 

"  Kow  would  be  the  time  for  them  to  attack,"  James  Wal- 
snam  said  to  his  lieutenant;  "we  can  scarce  see  twenty 
yards  away."  "^ 

"Now  is  their  chance,"  Edwards  agreed;  "but  I  don't 
believe  in  their  attacking.  I  can't  think  who  they  have  got 
in  command,  lie  ought  to  be  shot,  a  man  with  such  a 
force  as  lie  has  hanging  about  bcrc  for  four  days  when  he 
could  have  carried  the  place  with  a  rush  any  moment." 
^  "No,  I  don't  think  they  will  attack,"  James  replied. 
Men  who  will  stop  to  light  a  fire  to  warm  themselves  with- 
in sight  of  an  enemy's  fort  they  want  to  surprise  are  not 
likely  to  venture  out  of  shelter  of  their  blankets  in  such  a 
snow  as  this." 

All  day  and  all  night  the  snow  came  down  till  the  ground 
was  covered  to  a  depth  of  over  three  feet.  Early  on  Tues- 
day morning  twenty  volunteers  of  the  French  regulars  made 
a  bold  attempt  to  burn  a  sloop  building  on  the  stocks,  with 
several  store-houses  and  other  structures  near  the  water,  and 
some  hundreds  of  boats  and  canoes  which  were  ranged 
near  them.  They  succeeded  in  firing  the  sloop  and  some 
buildings,  but  James  with  his  scouts  sallied  out  and  forced 
them  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  five  of  their  number,  and  by 
pulling  down  some  of  the  huts  prevented  the  fire  spreadintr 

Next  morning  the  sun  rose  brightly  and  the  white  sheet 
of  the  lake  was  dotted  with  the  French  in  full  retreat  for 
Canada.  Their  total  loss  had  been  eleven  killed  and 
wounded,  while  on  the  English  side  seven  men  had  been 
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by  n  musket-sliot.  Shortly  afterward  the  peace  01  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  vvas  signed,  and  Montcalm  remained  living  quietly 
with  Ins  lanu  y,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached  until 
informed  by  he  minister  of  war  that  he  had  selected  Jiim 
to  command  the  troops  in  North  America  with  the  rank  of 
major-general. 

:      The  Chevalier  de  Levis  was  appointed  second  in  com- 
numd.     No  sooner  did  Montcalm  arrive  in  America  than 
difhculties  arose  between  him  and  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil 
the  governor,  who  had  JH.ped  to  have  himself  received  the' 
appointment  of  c<,mma.ul.-r  of  the  French  forces,  and  who 
in  virtue  of  his  office,  commanded  the  Cniadian  militia     ' 
i^rom  first  to  last  this  man  opposed  and  thuarte.l  Mont- 
calm, doing  all  in  his  power  to  injure  him  by  reports  to 
France   in   his   disfavor.     The  misfortunes  ^-hich   befell 
I  ranee  during  the  war  were  in  no  slight  degree  due  to  this 
divided  authority  and  to  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way 
of   Montcalm   by   the   governor.      Montcalm's   first   blow 
against  he  English  was  struck  in  August.  175G,  six  months 
before  the  attack  on  Fort  AVilliam  Henry,  which  had  been 
arranged  by  Vaudreuil. 

Three  battalions  of  regular  troops,  with  700  Canadians 
and  2o0  Indians,  with  a  strong  force  of  artillery,  were 
quietly  concentrated  at  Fort  Frontenac,and  were  intended 
lor  an  attack  uj.on  the  important  English  post  of  Oswego. 
Fighting  had  been  going  on  in  this  neighborhood  for  some 
time,  and  it  was  from  Oswego  that  Shirley  had  intended  to 
ac  against  Niagara  and  Frontenac.  That  enterprise  had 
alien  through  owing  to  Shirley  having  been  deprived  of 

clmrr.'.  /  '^r^'  '«^*  ^'^^  ^^^^^^  place  between 
Colon  1  I  radstreet  and  his  armed  boatmen  and  1,100 
F  rench,  who  were  beaten  off. 

Oswego  was  a  place  of  extreme  impnrf.,r.nn      t.  ^._  ^j^ 
only  English  post  on  Ontario,  situated  as  it  was  toward  the 

southwest  corner  of  th^  lake     So  loiio-o«  if  ..  ,  .^ 
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ing  with  twonty-s.x  pieces  of  heavy  artillory.  Colonol  Mer- 
cer  hocomn.andant  of  Oswego,  saw  at..,,.;  that  the  Frouch 
artillery  would,  as  soon  as  they  opened  tiiv,  blow  the  sto.-k- 
ade  into  pieces,  and  thinkin^r  it  better  to  lose  tho  fort  alone 
than  the  fort  and  its  garrison,  he  sent  boats  across  the  river 
after  nightfall  and  tho  garrison  having  spike.l  their  guns 
and  thrown  their  ammunition  int,,  -ho  well,  crossed  the 
nver  unjierceived  by  the  Frei.  ^h, 

But  Oswego  was  in  no  posit-oi  for  d,  fence.  Fort  Pep- 
pei-ell  stood  on  the  mouth  of  the  •  i.v.r  Lacing  Fort  Ontario. 
lo^^ard  the  west  and  south  the  pace  was  j.rotected  by  an 
outer  line  of  earthworks  mounted  with  cannon,  but  the  side 
fiicmg  the  nver  was  wholly  exposed,  in  the  belief  that  Fort 
Ontario  would  i.revent  any  attack  in  this  direction. 

Montcalm  lost  no  time.  The  next  evening  his  whole 
force  sot  to  work  throwing  up  a  battery  at  the  edge  of  the 
ri^^ing  ground  on  which  Fort  Ontario  stood,  and  by  day- 
break twenty  heavy  guns  were  in  position  and  at  once 
opened  fire.     The  grape  and  round  shot  swept  the  English 

Zu'h'trT  T^  '""^  ''"  '""^^-'"''^  ^^'^"«'  --^ing 
nough  the  stockades,  and  carrying  destruction  among  th^ 
.cop.,  rho  latter  made  a  shelter  of  pork-barrels,  three 
high  and  three  deep,  and  planted  cannon  behind  thorr-  and 
returned  the  enemy's  fire;  but  the  Canadians  and  Indians 
had  crossed  tlie  river  by  a  ford  two  miles  up,  and  so 
opened  fire  from  all  sides. 

sni^e^lf  ^^Tl""^''  ^""^  bravely  led  his  men  and  in- 

^  ot  and  the  garrison  were  seized  with  despair.  A  coun- 
cil of  ofhcers  was  held,  aiid  the  garrison  surrendered  's 
prisoners  of  war  to  the  number  of  sixteen  hundred  which 
inch.   .1  sick,  the  sailors  belonging  to  the  shippin.;  lit 

TreaC  diZt''"  ^"^""'"'^  ^'"^^"^  Montcalmhad  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  preventing  the  Indians,  by  means  of 
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threats,  promises,  and  presents,  from  massacreing  the  prls- 
vessels  on  the  stocks  destroyed,  and  the  pkce  having  been 

sT^iu:  Mr:;:;:  ^™^ '"'--' '-'''  ^--^^  ^^•^--^  -^ 

The  loss  of  Oswego  had  inflicted  a  very  severe  blow  to 
tif irVr-rf^^^^'  J^nglandanLgthe  Indian 
f  ilure  of    1      r  "*'^.  ^"'  '^"^  ''"''  ''''''y  '-^---^  by  the 

eariv  in  .h     .Tr".  ^^  ''^'"^^'^°"  ^^'""^^  ^^^"^'™  Henry 
early  m  the  following  spring.      The  expedition  against 

I^msbourg  to  strengthen  which  the  western  frontief  had 

been  denuded  of  troops,  proved  a  failure.     A  great  delay 

had  taken  place  at  home  in  consequence  of  mi    stS 

sh  ps  of  the    me  and  three  frigates  under  Admiral  IIol- 

Halifax,  where  Loudon  was  to  meet  him  with  the  forces 
f|'om  the  colony.  But  while  the  English  fleet  had  been  d" 
laying  the  Prench  government  liad  obtained  information 
of  Its  destma  ion,  and  had  sent  three  French  squadrons 
ac  OSS  the  Atlantic  to  Louisbourg.  It  was  th.^  lOtl  of  July 
before  the  united  English  force  assemble,!  at  .  liflx  and 
tK.re  fresh  delays  arose.  The  troops,  nearly  tw.!". 
sand  in  number,  were  landed,  and  weeks  were  spent  in  idle 

At  the  beginning  of  August  the  forces  were  again  em- 
barked,  when  a  sloop  came  in  from  A^ewfoundL.nd  bringing 
letters  which  had  been  captured  on  board  a  French  shiif 
From  these  ,t  appeared  that  there  were  twenty-two  shins 
of  the  hue  besides  several  frigates  in  the  harbor  of  Lou  s- 
bourg  and  nat  7,000  troops  were  in  garrison  in  what  was 
by  far  the  strongest,  fortress  on  the  continent 

Success  was  now  impossible,  and  the  enterprise  was  aban- 
doned.    Loudon  ^^ax  hk  troops  saile.l  back  to  Kew  York 
and  Admiral  Ilolbourne,  who  had  been  joined  by  four  ad- 
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ditional sliips,  sailed  for  Louisbourg  in  hopes  that  the 
French  fleet  would  come  out  and  fight  him. 

He  cruised  for  some  time  off  the  port,  but  Lamotte,  the 
French  admiral,  would  not  come  out.  In  September  a  tre- 
mendous gale  burst  upon  the  British  fleet :  one  ship  was 
dashed  on  the  rocks  a  short  distance  from  Louisbourg.  md 
only  a  sudden  shift  of  the  wind  saved  the  rest  from  a  total 
destruction.  Nine  were  dismasted,  and  others  threw  their 
cannon  into  the  sea.  Had  Lamotte  sailed  out  on  the  follow- 
ing day  the  English  fleet  was  at  his  mercy.  Fortunately 
he  did  not  do  so,  and  Holbourne  returned  to  Englujid. 

The  French  in  Canada  were  aware  that  Loudon  had  gath- 
ered all  his  troops  at  New  York,  and  was  preparing  for  an 
expedition  which  was  to  be  aided  by  a  fleet  from  England; 
but  thinking  it  probable  that  it  was  directed  against  Que- 
bec, the  most  vital  point  in  Canada,  since  its  occupation 
by  tlie  English  would  entirely  cut  the  colony  off  from  France, 
Montcalm  was  obliged  to  keep  his  forces  in  hand  near  that 
town,  and  was  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  unprotected 
state  in  which  I;oudon  had  left  the  frontier  of  the  colonies. 
As  soon,  however,  as,  by  dispatch  received  from  France, 
and  by  the  statements  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  Indians 
on  the  frontier,  Montcalm  learned  that  the  expedition 
which  had  just  left  New  York  was  destined  for  Louisbourg, 
he  was  at  liberty  to  utilize  his  army  for  the  invasion  of  the 
defenceless  colonies,  and  ho  determined  to  commence  the 
campaign  by  the  capture  of  Fort  AVilliam  Henry. 

James  AValsham,  with  his  company  of  Royal  Scouts,  had 
spent  the  spring  at  Fort  William  Henry.  Loudon  had  at 
first  sent  an  order  for  the  corps  to  be  broken  up,  and  the 
men  to  rejoin  their  respective  regiments  and  to  accompany 
them  on  the  expedition;  but  the  earnest  representations 
of  Colonel  Monro,  of  the  35th  Regiment,  who  was  now  in 
command,  of  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  garrison  to  de- 
feud  itself  should  a  serious  attack  be  made  from  Ticondo- 
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roga,  and  of  the  great  value  to  him  of  the  corps  under  Cap- 
tain Walshani,  wliich  was  now  thoroughly  trained  inforest- 
fignting,  induood  him  to  countermand  the  order. 
_  James  was  glad  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  rejoin  his  reg- 
iment The  independent  command  was  a  pleasant  one, 
and  although  life  at  Tort  William  Henry  had,  since  the 
l^rench  repulse,  been  an  uneventful  one,  there  was  plenty 
of  fishing  in  the  lake  and  shooting  in  the  woods  to  vary 
the  monotony  of  drill.  . 

He  and  Edwards  were  now  both  expert  canoemen,  and 
often  ventured  far  down  the  lake,  taking  with  them  one  or 
other  of  the  scouts,  and  keeping  a  sharp  look-out  among 
the  woods  on  either  sidte  for  signs  of  the  enemy.  Once  or 
twice  they  were  chased  by  Indian  canoes,  but  always  suc- 
ceeded in  distancing  them. 

"The  news  has  just  come  in  that  the  expedition  hus 
galled,    James  said  as  he  one  day,  toward  the  end  of  July 
entered  the  hut  which  he  now  occupied  with  Edwards,  for 
the  corps  had  long  since  been  put  under  huts,  these  being 
better  suited  for  the  hot  season  th-:n  tents. 

"It  is  rather  a  nuisance,"  Ed^vards  grumbled,  "being 
kept  hero  instead  of  going  and  taking  share  in  a  big  siege  " 
"  Don't  be  impatient,  Edwards,"  James  replied  "  If  J 
am  not  greatly  mistaken  you  will  have  quite  as  much  fight- 
ing as  you  want  here  before  long.  Montcalm's  sudden  at- 
tack  on  Oswego  kst  autumn  showed  that  he  is  an  enterpris- 
ing general,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  as  soon  as  he  learns 
that  Loudon's  expedition  is  not  intended  for  Quebec  he 
will  be  beating  us  up  on  the  frontier  with  a  vengeance  " 

Montcalm,  indeed,  had  already  prepared  to  strike  a  blow. 
A  thousand  Indians,  lured  by  the  prospecc  of  gifts,  scalps, 
and  plunder,  had  come  in  from  the  west  and  north,  and 
were  encamped  near  Montreal;  and  besides  these  there  were 
.he  Mission  Indians,  and  those  of  the  Five  Nations  who 
adhered  to  France.    Early  in  July  the  movement  began. 
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Day  after  day  fleets  of  boats  and  canoes  rowed  up  Lake 
Champlain,  and  toward  the  end  of  the  month  the  whole 
force  was  gathor;d  at  Ticonderoga.  Here  were  now  col- 
lected eight  thousand  men,  of  whom  two  thousand  were 
Indians,  ropret  enting  forty-one  tribes  and  sub-tribes :  among 
them  were  Iroquois,  Ilurons,  Nipissings,  Abenakis,  Algon- 
kins,  Micmacs,  and  Malecites;  these  were  all  nominal  Chris- 
tians, and  counted  eight  hundred  w:i  -iors.  With  them 
wore  the  Western  Indians:  Ojibwas,  Mississagas,  Pottawat- 
tamies,  Meuomonies,  Sacs,  S'oxes,  Winnebagoes,  Miamis, 
and  lowas.     These  were  still  unconverted. 

The  French  held  these  savage  allies  in  abhorrence.  Their 
drunkenness,  their  turbulence,  their  contempt  of  all  or- 
ders, their  cruelty  to  their  captives,  and  their  cannibalism 
disgusted  and  shocked  ]\[ontcalmand  hisoflicers;  but  they 
were  powerless  to  restrain  them,  for  without  them  as  scouts, 
guides,  and  eyes  in  the  forests,  the  Frencn  could  have  done 
nothing,  and  at  the  slightest  remonstrance  the  Indians  were 
ready  to  take  offence  and  to  march  away  to  their  distant 
homes. 

The  letters  of  Montcalm  and  his  officers  to  their  friends 
were  full  of  disgust  at  the  doings  of  their  savage  allies,  and 
of  regret  that  they  could  not  dispense  with  their  services 
or  restrain  their  ferocity.  Vaudreuil  and  the  Canadians, 
on  the  other  hand,  accustomed  to  the  traditions  of  savage 
warfare,  made  no  att ompt  whatever  to  check  'he  ferocity  of 
the  Indians,  and  were  indeed  the  instigators  of  the  raids 
which  the  savages  made  upon  the  unprotected  villages  and 
settlements  on  the  frontier,  offered  rewards  for  s(!alps,  aiul 
wrote  and  talked  gleefully  of  the  horrible  atrocities  com- 
mitted upon  the  colonists. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

SCOOTINO  OS  LAKE  OHAMPLAW. 

One  morning  Colonel  Monro  sent  for  James.    «  Captain 

Wa  sham,"  he  said,  "  th are  run.ors  that  the  Frenthu  o 

gathering  at  Crown  Poi„t  i„  considerable  (oree.  Cta  „ 
Eogers  .s  st.ll  dis^vbled  by  his  wonnd,  and  his  Land  'u"e 
suffered  so  heavily  in  their  last  affair  with  the  enemv  hit 
for  the  tim.  they  are  ont  „,  aetion.  It  is  mp„r  ant  th, 
I  I.OUM  learn  the  truth  of  those  rnmors,  for  iuCt  trt 
I  mast  eommnmeate  at  onee  to  the  genera],  in  order  It 
he  may  got  together  a  sufficient  force  to  relieve  nsTfMonl 
calm  comes  down  and  lays  siege  to  the  fort.  Wi  1  yon.m 
uertake  tlie  business  ?  "  •' 

"  I  will  '0  my  best,  sir,"  James  ronlieil     "  n„ .. 
thatlshm,,^^^^^^^ 

That  I  Will  leave  to  you.  Captain  Walsham.    I  want  trust 
-'TLrrw'illtV""/^^  ^'^^^^"  '''''  -^  matters  lit 
mo.   Zu  ."  '"^  '  '"•""  ^""'^y''  J^^"^««  «aid.    "  Fifty 

men  would  be  useless  for  purposes  of  figliting  if  tlie  euem  v 
are  numerous,  while  with  such  a  nun.ber  it  w^oul,   be    o^ 
ess  to  attempt  to  escape  detection  by  the  Indi  ns     The 
fewer  the  better  for  such  an  enterprise  " 
On  leaving  the  commandant  James  at  once  summoned 

"I  am  ready,  captain,  that  is  if  you  and  I  and  Jonathan 
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makes  up  the  party.  As  to  going  trapezing  about  rourd 
Crown  Point  with  fifty  soldiers,  the  thing  ain't  to  be 
tli'iught  of.  We  should  be  there  no  more  than  half  an 
hour  before  the  Indians  would  know  of  it,  and  wo  should 
have  no  show  either  for  fighting  or  running  away.  No, 
captain,  the  lads  arc  good  enough  for  scouting  about  round 
camp  here;  but  as  for  an  expedition  of  that  sort,  wc  might 
as  well  start  with  a  drove  of  swine." 

"That  is  just  what  I  thought,  Nat;  one  canoe  may  es- 
cape even  the  eyes  of  the  Indians,  but  a  dozen  would  have 
no  chance  of  doing  so." 

"  We  might  get  up  the  lakes,"  the  scout  said ;  "  but  the 
mischief  would  be  in  the  woods.  No,  it  never  would  do, 
captain.  If  we  goes  it  must  be  the  three  of  us  and  no 
more.     When  do  you  think  of  starting?" 

"  The  sooner  the  better,  Nat." 

"  Very  well,  captain,  I  will  go  and  get  some  grub  ready, 
and  as  soon  as  it  gets  dusk  we  will  get  the  canoe  into  the 
water." 

"  I  suppose  you  can't  take  me  with  you  ? "  Lieutenant 
Edwards  said  when  James  told  him  of  the  duty  he  had  been 
requested  to  perform.    "  It  is  dismal  here." 

"  Not  exactly,"  James  laughed.  "  What  would  become 
of  the  company  if  it  were  to  lose  its  two  officers  and  its  two 
scouts  at  a  blow!  No, Edwards, you  will  command  during 
my  absence,  and  I  think  you  will  soon  have  more  lively 
times  here,  for  if  it  be  true  that  Montcalm  will  himself 
command  the  troops  coming  against  us  it  will  be  a  differ- 
ent business  altogether  from  the  last.  And  now  leave  me 
alone  for  an  hour,  I  have  some  letter;:;  to  write  before  I 
start;  they  will  l^e  for  you  to  send  off  in  case  we  dcn't  C(''no 
back  again.  Don't  look  serious,  I  have  no  intent ioii  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Montcalm's  savages.  Still  there 
is  no  doubt  the  expedition  is  a  risky  one,  and  it  is  just  as 
well  to  be  pr-.^pared." 
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.Tust  as  the  sun  was  setting  Nnt  «„,„  ■  •    ., 
)mt.  ^  ■™'"  """"<  into  tJie  offieers' 

"Everything  is  ready,  caj.tain,"  he  s.i.l      "  i  i, 
h«e  made  a  good  dinner.  f„r  it's  the  1  ^'  1   *       '^^  ^"^ 
will  eat  ti;i  vou  eet  b^ir^t      Ti  f  '""  "">»'  J'" 

the  next  ,„„r  da™  and  thaf,  '"  T^f  '"""S''  '"^^■'  '"^ 
f-^;  r,fter  tha'S  d  'er's  i  Ih  ''n"';"'  •"  "  '""  '"'^l' 
T  «.^p.et,  I  tell  yon/  ve  s'a  I  W  "         ■"'  '°  ""  '"^  "«• 

of  the  i„ke.  a.)  rl  ;  ,."L,';f  """™''"«™  ^^el,  .ide 

-noes.    .'on„t;,a„  ,„.,^r    vr    e„;Srr  '""'  ,"'^'' 
mg  to  settle  whiol     ,„,„•,!  .     . '      ''^'"8  "  »™  and  try. 

wy  or  to  go  hy«ur     We        Y  ?  f*'  '»  *"<"  '*  "»  "■<> 

^ifference^n/th    ;  noe  wil  Te  "h     ' "  J""*-' "'"''  "'"* 
a«  we  „„d  ,,.t  k,,,  trtlalplan  "''  '""""'  "'^  »-^-'' 

any!::;Ve™:;':s  ti'rir:''  '^r-™-  "»"'»'•"'• »' 

>'ave  to  tramp  b'ek  ly  ^  ^td:"' '  '"^  """"^"  ''-^  =■>»'' 
far  np  Lake  Georife  fl.ir  """"^  """W  be  so 

boat  forsoi  zs  ;;rti:r;  "'r  ^'"''™  '■>  "- 

•'•ilent,  and  Nat  >at'-'7hMil-^'    •''""'"'•■"'  ^s  always 

oils  expedition     A   for  jlm™  TT  Tr""""'  "'"="  ^  ^-''^■ 
conversation.  '»' J-"""'-  I'e  had  l.ttle  inclination  for 

noitre,  or  even  ol  oom  ,  L."  rPr:::h  I'mT'c'"  T  °"- 
-eadofthearmy,andM!^:KS"^i'L':- 
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and  experience  of  the  two  scouts,  he  knew  it  would  be 
oiflficult  indeed  to  elude  tlieir  watchful  eyes.  lie  thought 
of  the  letters  he  had  been  writing,  and  wondered  whether 
he  should  return  to  tear  them  up,  or  whether  they  would 
be  read  at  home. 

All  the  time  he  Avas  thinking  he  worked  his  paddle  vigor- 
ously and  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  The  light  canoe 
bounded  noiselessly  over  the  Wiiter,  impelled  by  tliree  vig- 
orous pairs  of  arms.  When  they  approached  the  narrows 
connecting  Lake  George  with  Lake  Champlain  the  boat's 
head  was  directed  toward  the  shore,  for  they  could  not 
get  past  Ticonderoga  before  daylight  broke,  and  it  was 
likely  that  a  good  watch  would  be  kept  in  the  narrows  by 
the  enemy,  and  it  would  be  dangerous  to  try  to  effect  a 
landing  there.  The  canoe  was  carried  ashore  and  hidden 
in  some  bushes,  and  all  lay  down  to  sleep. 

When  day  broke  Nat  rose  and  went  down  to  the  water 
to  see  that  in  landing  they  had  left  no  mark  upon  the 
shore  which  might  betray  them  to  the  eye  of  a  passing  red- 
skin. 

Going  down  on  his  hands  and  knees  he  obliterated  every 
sign  of  their  footprints,  raised  the  herbage  upon  which 
they  had  trodden,  cut  short  to  the  ground  such  stalks  as 
they  had  bruised  or  broken  in  their  passage,  and  then, 
when  confident  that  all  was  safe,  he  returned  to  his  camp. 
AVhen  it  again  became  dark  the  canoe  was  carried  down 
and  replaced  in  the  water,  and  they  continued  their  pas- 
sage.    James  had,  at  Nat's  request,  laid  by  his  paddle. 

"  You  paddle  wonderfully  well,  captain.  I  don't  say  you 
don't;  but  for  a  delicate  piece  of  work  like  this  one  can't 
be  too  careful.  It  ain't  often  I  can  hear  your  paddle  dip 
in  the  water,  n^t  once  in  a  hundred  times,  but  then  you 
see  that  once  might  cost  us  our  scalps.  We  have  got  to 
go  along  as  silent  as  a  duck  swimming;  speed  ain't  no 
object,  for  we  shall  be  miles  down  Luke  Champlain  before 
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dnjiiglit;  but  ir  tho  Freii,.|,  t„„,    .,   . 
have  half  a  do.en  ea„re      ,     "  "'  "  """' '"" 

-outing  on  L.,keCh„:;L  l"::™"  '»  P™™"  - 
the  advantage  of  us,  'cau^e  the've^;  i"/  "^■'""•^ff"'  "" 
hston  and  we  have  got  to  row  on  aV  ' ''°  ''"''''  "'"' 
oan  make  them  out  as  soon  asrh,  "' "'  '"''"S  «»'=»  I 

hey  can  hear  u,,  while  they  „"  .fc  ""''  "^  °'"'  '"" 
«ell  you,  eaptain,  I  don't  evnltV  ^  A?  ''  "•■"■'  "  "hauce.   I 
without  a  ehaae  forTf    f 'i   1    °"  *      ""«''  ""^  ""'■'■"s 
you  will  take  your  paddle  ai-.i^r?       f""'""*'  »'  '=°"™« 
hools  to  any  canoe  m,  the  I  1     "       m-  ""■'"'  >="■  «how  our 
only  a  starn  ehase;  if  ti.ere  are  .1    "      /  "'  ""'""'  "'  "'« 

4::rrr^^;-xr''j;^-^  in  t,.e  hoat  whi,e  hi^ 

e.ther  to  look  out  or  to  t  „  toJT  T  '""'''"^  '"'■  hi" 
Pan,„„,.  eyes  and  ears  w  e  ^'iker  h^rj  '""*  '™  -"- 
been  agreed  before  starting.  iLtn  "  '"'  <"™-    "  had 

o  the  trees  on  the  le«Sd  '^  "„T  ^  r"  «»  »'«"?  ''o- 
the  keenest  Jook-out  would  h.T  »  !,  Passage,  because 
as  that  would  natura  ;  e  ',  „Lf bv '  "'V*'"-''""''  ^"'»' 
hemg  farthest  fr„„.  th^  F™,™  f^rt    """  '"'"'  ^°"^  «?  ''^ 

■and/'N^'lL"  tid^SreTe^sk""  '"T  "^™  '™-  *he 
w«»  that  they  woul'dn'  "  J,'  ,  ^J^  T""  ""«  that  so 
■anoes  we  have  got  to  be  afra  d  of      i        °"'-    "'»  "nly 
a  chance;  they  „,ight  see  ,     'ut  ■ '  7,,    v  1°  "'^™  "'"  i"^' 
-niddle,  but  under  the  t7eer' '    't'  ''f '  ™'"»  '"  the 
yards  off.     They  will  be  Irinf  t?        '  •"""'''  "^  ""'  thirty 
"t  a",  and  we  sh^all  e U,  ,  '"  ?  "  t^M'™'  ''' ""^^  "^  "'ere 
Pi-etty  nigh  run  into  theL     Jt?        '"!'  '"'"  "^  '^  *all 
nothing  to  do  for  it  but  to  'r,Jl^  ^  '""'''  ""<'  there's 

trust  to  our  luck.'-  P'"''^'"  "'  noiselessly  as  lish  and 

Having  crossed  thelnkn  *„  ii.    .  . 
the  narrows:  tho  mddt  ";'  '""  «hore  thev  enter.^ 

■         ^  "''-  ""'■"  '''W'^'!  «o  quietly  into'th; 


THE  WINNINtJ  OF  A  CONTINENT.  239 

Evlrv  W  r  v'  '^T'  ''"^'^  ''''''^y  ^'''  *^«'r  sound. 
Every  few  strokes  the  scouts  stopped  paddling  altogether 
and  sat  listening  intently,,  Tliey  wore  keeping  close  l  tho 
trees  so  close  that  at  times  it  seemed  to  James  that  by 
stretching  out  his  hands  he  could  touch  the  bushes 

\\  hat    s  It  ?     James  whispered  in  Jonathan's  ear,  for 
Nat  had  taken  the  bow  paddle. 

"There  are  men  ahead,"  the  scout  whispered  back.    "We 
heard  them  speak  just  now." 

Presently  the  boat  began  to  move  again,  but  so  quietly 

hat  1  W.S  only  by  looking  at  the  dark  masses  of  the  boTgl^ 

hat  s  retched  ou    overhead  that  James  knew  the  boat  was 

n  motion.    Jonathan  now  crouched  in  the  bottom  of  tho 

boat  and  placed  his  hand  on  Nat's  shoulder  as  a  si^n  for 

him  to  do  the  same.     The  time  seemed  endless  to  Jam  s 

he  lay  there;  It  was  too  dark  under  the  trees  for  him  even 

o  see  the  outline  of  Nat's  figure.     The  boat  was,  he  was 

ure  moving,  for  occasionally  as  he  lay  on  his  back  it  grew 

t  dd"l  V  ;''  ''P  ^"^'^  ""'^^*  °P^"^"-^«  ^^  *he  trees. 
Suddenly  his  heart  gave  a  bound  and  he  nearly  started, 
fo  a  guttural  voice  spoke  seemingly  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  canoe  He  placed  his  hand  on  his  rifle  in  readiness  'o 
sit  up  and  fire,  but  all  was  still  again.  It  was  a  pTss  n^ 
remark  made  by  one  redskin  to  another  in  a  c     oe,  f       hf 

then  To"  n        "  .""''■     ^'"^'^"^  ^^"^  P--^^  P--d  -^ 
then  Jonathan  sat  up  and  took  to  his  paddle  again  and 

James  judged  that  the  danger  was  over.    Raisiiig\i   head 

he  could  see  nothing  except  the  vague  light  of  the  Teet 

o  water  on  his  right;  the  boat  was  still  keeping  close  under 

the  trees  on  the  left  shore  of  the  lake,  and  he  lay  backl^ain 

Sg  1-:  tor.'  ''  ''-'■    '''  ^-  ™^^  'y  JonaU'tS 

"  You  eau  take  j  rar  paddle  now,  captain."    He  sat  nn  it 

paco  and  looked  round.   They  were  far  out  now  on  a  broad 
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sheet  of  water;  thcro  wcro  c,.,j,..  fninl  lights  mh  of  fires  burn- 
ing low  hi-li  up  to  the  left  behind  them,  and  he  knew  that 
they  had  alioady  j-udsed  Ticonderoga  and  were  makinfr  their 
way  along  Lake  ( 'hamplain.  They  })add]od  for  8ome\ours 
and  then  landed  on  the  right-liand  side  of  ^  ,.  lake. 

"Wo  arc  not  likely  to  be  distui.cd  nere,'  Nat '..aid  as 
they  lifted  the  canoe  from  tlie  water.  "  The  Indians  coming 
down  from  Crown  Point  wonld  keep  on  tlic  oilier  side  of 
the  hike;  they  will  all  make  for  Ticonderoga  and  will  not 
think  of  'voeping  a  look-out  for  any  one  as  far  down  the 
lake  a.!  thifc." 

"  TiuLt  was  a  close  shave  with  that  canoe,  Xat;  it  startled 
me  when  I  heard  the  voice  close  to  us.  They  must  have 
been  within  ten  yards  of  us." 

"About  that,"  Nat  said;  "it  was  lu  -ky  they  spoke  when 
we  were  coming  along.     I  expect  they  had  been  watching 
for  some  nights  and  hadn't  much  idea  any  one  would  come 
or  else  they  wo.iMn't  liavo  spoken.     As  it  was  it  was  easy 
enough  to  pass  them  on  such  a  dark  night.    Of  course  they 
were  looking  outside  and  I  just  kept  along  as  close  as  I  could 
to  the  bushes,  only  ju.'^t  giving  a  light  stroke  now  and  then 
to  take  her  along.     Being  insiuo  thorn  I  got  a  sight  of  'em 
some  distance  away,  but  I  knew  they  o  uldn't  see  us,  sharp 
as  their  eyes  are;  the  •    ly  cli;;  :ce  was     ,oir  hoaiing.  and  as 
there  was  no  noise  for  them  to  hear  I  felt  safe  enough 
after  I  had  once  caught  si,<Tht  of  'em  and  saw  they  were  ly- 
ing out  at  the  edge  of  tLj  siiadow.     If  :,hey  had  been  close 
under  the  bushes,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  we  should 
have  been  in  for  a  fight,  for  wo  mightir    iia-o  seen  eai^i 
other  till  the  boats  touched.    Let  '  \at  be  a  lesson  to  you 
captain ;  when  you  are  on  the  look      .  f     a  canoe  at  niglit 
he  m  among  the  bushes;  it  must  i     s  bet .  een  you  and  the 
hght  then,  and  as  they  can't  see  you,  you  can  either  grapi 
or  ohoot,  just  as  you  like.     If  they  had  a  seen  us  we  should 
luive  had  a  hot  time,  for  I  could  hear  by  their  calls  right 
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along  the  other  side  th.t  they  were  looking  ont  for  us  in 
ca  nest,  and  if  a  rifle  had  been  fired  we  should  have  had  half 
«'.  dozen  canoes  down  upon  us  in  no  time,  and  like  enou-di 
shou  d  have  had  to  leave  the  boat  and  take  to  the  woods." 
How  far  IS  Crown  Point  away?" 
"  Not  more  than  ten  mile.,"  Nat  said ; ."  it  is  thirty  miles 
om  Ticonderoga.    It  lies  out  on  a  point  just  where  Chan! 
•lain  widens  out.    I  reckon  our  safest  way  to-night  will  be 
o  scout  along  this  side  till  we  are  .-..ll  past  the  point,  then 
0  paddle  out  well  across  the  lake  and  come  up  again  and 
and  to  the  left  of  Crown  Point.     We  shall  then  be  ^  Ihe 
track  vi  boats  coming  up  from  the  lower  end  of  the  like 
and  can  iniddle  boldly  on.     No  one  would  be  keepii^  aty 
look-out  that  way.     Our  danger  won't  begin  until  we  gel 

T;      manoeuvre  was  carried  out.    They  started  as  soon  as 

or  rrr  t    '  r^  '^'''  ^^^^^^^^  ^'°"«^  ^'^«  ^^^^em  shore 
lor  nea  Ij-  Jiree  liours  struck  out  into  the  wide  lake  till  they 

approached  th     opposite  shore,  and  tiien  heading  south 
again  paddled       Idly  down  toward  the  spot  where  at  Ihe 
end  of  a  sweep  of  land  which  seemed  to  close  in  the   ake 
stood  the  French  fort  of  Crown  Point 

ha  1  lad  aside  their  caps,  and  fast,  r.ing  a  strip  of  leathc 
round  their  heads  had   .tuck  some  feathers  into  it.     They 
then  painted  their  faces  and  bodies.  ^ 

"  You  needn't  be  particular  about  the  flourishes,  Jon-i- 
than;  it's  only  the  re  ] skin  outline  as  one  wants  to  get  f 
we  run  against  any  other  canoes  coming  up  the  lake,  or  tLy 
get  sight  of  us  as  we  near  the  shore,  so  as  we  look  something 

ITltr^^''^  '''''  ^"^"^^^-     ^f  ^«"r««  w.  can  both 
peak  Mohawk  well  enough  to  pass  muster,and  the  cantain 

well  cnough^for  a  Canadian  when  we  have  once  landed. 
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Ihorc  ain't  much  differenco  between  a  l.unter  ..ne  si.le  of 
l.c  frontier  and  the  oti,.  r,  but  it's  as  well  that  von  shoul.ln't 
bo  «een  .11  w,-  land.  Tbe  lens  <,uesti.,ns  askJ.l  the  better. 
Uur  Mohawk  sKood  enon-h  with  any  of  the  other  tribes 
bu  It  wouldn't  pass  with  a  Mohawk  if  we  got  into  a  lon^ 
talk  with  hini."  ° 

Fortunately,  however,  these  precautions  proved  unneces- 
sary ;  no  other  canoes  were  seen  on  the  lake,  and  they  landed 
unnoticed  at  a  spot  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  west  of  Crown 
Point      Before  starting  from  Fort  William  Henry  James 
had  laid  aside  his  uniform  and  had  dressed  himself  in  hunt- 
ing-shirt  and  leggings  similar  to  those  worn  by  the  scouts. 
Ue  had  adopted  various  little  details  in  which  the  Canadian 
hiuiters  differed  from  those  on  the  English  side  of  the  fron- 
tier     The  latter  wore  their  hunting-shirts  loose  in  Indian 
fashion,  while  the  Canadians  generally  wore  a  leathern  belt 
outside  theirs  at  the  waist. 

His  cap  was  made  of  squirrels'  skins,  which  would  pass 
equally  well  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier.    The  fire-baff  in 
which  tobacco,  tinder  and  other  small  matters  were  carried 
was  of  Indian  workmanship,  as  was  the  cord  of  his  powder' 
horn  and  bullet-pouch.     Altogether  his  get-up  was  some- 
what  brighter  and  more  picturesque  than  that  of  English 
scouts,  who  as  a  rule,  despised  anything  approaching  to 
ornament.     He  knew  that  by  disguising  himseif  he  would 
be  liable,  if  captured,  to  be  shot  at  once  as  a  spy;  but  this 
could  not  be  considered,  under  the  circumstances,  to  add  to 
the  risk  he  ran,  for  in  any  case  he  wsa  certain  to  be  killed 
If  detected,  and  it  would  have  been  out  of  the  question  to 
attempt  to  approach  the  French  camp  in  the  uniform  of  a 
British  officer.     Could  he  have  spoken  Canadian  French 
the  mission  would  have  been  comparatively  easy,  but  he 
knew  only  a  few  words  of  the  language,  and  would  be  de- 
tected the  instant  he  opened  his  lips. 
The  canoe  was  hauled  up  and  carefully  couceal-d  on  land 
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Hoon,  in  tJ.eir  huUun  l.unti.,L-«l.irts  -uul  Z       V     "'.'"'^ 
"cconipuniod  by  Jainen     XhlrhL       \  ^  forward, 

heap  of  redskins  about "  ^  ^^'^^^  "'^  '' 

Wrso'    ;;';;"""  ""-'/dou'tbestirthemsolvessmarti? 
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^  e  must  discover,  if  we  can,  wlicthcr  they  mean  to  go 
up  the  lakes  m  boats  or  to  march  through"' the  woods" 
James  replied.  "  They  will  have  a  tremendous  job  getting 
any  guns  through  the  woods,  but  if  they  are  going  by  water 
of  course  tliey  can  bring  them/' 

"Very  well,"  ]Vat  replied.     "In  that  case,  captain,  my 
aavice  is,  you  stop  in  the  woods,  and  Jonathan  and  1  will 
go  down  past  the  fort  to  the  shore  and  see  what  provision 
they  are  making  in  that  way.     You  see,  the  place  swarms  ' 
with  Canadians,  and  you  would  be  sure  to  be  spoken  to 
Redskins  don't  talk  much  to  each  other  unless  there  is 
some  need  for  words,  and  we  can  go  right  through  the 

lor.  mT'  ."*'"•'  '""•  ^^'^  "^^^-  ^^•^'?--  -  «'--e 

lopmg  Mohawk  coming  up  to  us,  and  I  don't  reckon  there 
are  many  of  'em  in  the  camp,  perhaps  nary  a  one  " 

Although  James  did  not  like  his  followers  to  go  into  dan- 
ger without  his  sharing  it,  he  saw  that  his  presence  would 
enormously  add  to  their  risks,  and  therefore  agreed  to  their 
plan.  A\  ithdrawing  some  distance  into  the  wood,  and  choos- 
ing a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  he  entered,  and  lay  down 
n  the  Dushes,  while  the  two  scouts  walked  quietly  away 
toward  the  camp.  j     »^y 

Two  hours  passed.     Several  times  he  heard  footsteps  in 
the  wood  near  him,  and,  peering  through  the  le.ves,  caught 

ight  of  parties  of  Indians  going  toward  the  camp,  either 
late  arrivals  Irom  Montreal  or  bands  that  had  been  out 
scouting  or  hunting.  At  the  end  of  the  two  hours,  to  his 
gieat  relief  he  saw  two  figures  coming  from  the  other  way 
through  the  M^oods,  and  at  once  recognized  the  scouts.  He  ^ 
crawled  out  and  joined  them  as  they  came  up 

"Thank  God  you  are  back  again !    I  h.ve  been  in  a  fever 
ail  the  time  you  have  been  away." 

"I  wish  I  had  known  the  precise  place  where  you  were 

out  It  ain't  of  no  use  now." 


n  in  a  fever 
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"Tr.o,    1    V        *^  ^^  ^^"6^  "s>  sure  enough." 
^  Jhen  had  we  not  better  r..U  for  the  canoe  at  full 

will  be  after  us    t"'   t  "^  ''T  "'"""g"  »'"•  P^oe  they 
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"  Why  shouldn't  the  Owl  have  denounced  you  at  once  If 
he  suspected  you  ?"  James  asked. 

"Because  it  ain't  redskin  nature  to  do  anything  till  you 
are  sure,"  the  scout  replied,  "There  is  nothing  a  redskin 
hates  so  much  as  to  be  wrong,  and  he  would  ratlier  wait 
for  weeks  to  make  sure  of  a  thing  than  run  the  risk  of 
making  a  mistake.  I  don't  suppose  he  taker,  us  for  whites 
He  expects  we  belong  to  some  other  tribe  come  in  as 
spies." 

"Then  what  are  you  thinking  of  doing?"  James 
asked. 

"We  will  go  on  a  bit  further,"  Nat  said,  '-'in  hopes  of 
commg  across  some  stream  where  we  may  hide  our  trail. 
If  we  can't  find  that  we  will  sit  down  before  long  and  eat 
as  if  we  was  careless  and  in  no  hurry." 

For  a  iime  they  walked  on  in  silence. 

"  Do  you  think  they  are  close  to  us  ?  "  James  asked  pres- 
ently.  ^ 

"  Not  far  away,"  the  scout  said  carelessly.  "  So  lono-  as 
they  see  we  ain't  hurrying  they  will  go  easy.  They  will 
know  by  this  time  that  we  have  a  white  man  with  us  and 
like  enough  the  Owl  will  have  sent  back  for  one  or  two 
more  of  his  warriors.  Likely  enough  he  only  took  one  with 
him  at  first  seeing  we  were  but  two,  and  that  he  reckoned 
on  taking  us  by  surprise;  but  when  he  saw  you  joined  us 
he  would  send  back  for  perhaps  a  couple  more." 

"Then  what  I  would  suggest,"  James  said,  "is,  that  we 
should  at  once  stroll  down  to  our  canoe,  put  it  in  the  water, 
and  paddle  out  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  there  let  down 
the  lines  we  have  got  on  board  and  begin  to  fish.  As  lon<r 
as  we  arc  quiet  there  the  redskins  mav  not  interfere  with 
us,  and  when  it  gets  dark  we  can  make  off.  At  the  worst 
we  have  a  chance  for  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  anything  would 
be  better  than  this  sort  of  wandering  about  when  we  know 
that  at  any  time  we  may  have  them  down  upon  us." 
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"Perhaps  that  is  the  best  plan,- Nat  said.     "What  d. 
you  thnik,  Jonatlian  ?  "  >vnat  do 

Jonathan  gave  an  assenting  grunt,  and  they  turned  their 
faces  toward  the  lake,  stdl  walking  at  the  Le  ^s^ 
pace.  Not  once  did  any  of  the  three  look  back.  As  thev 
Beared  the  water  James  found  the  temptation  very  strong 
o  do  30,  but  he  restrained  it,  and  saunLred  alon'Vs  .rf 
essly  as  ever  The  canoe  was  lifted  from  its  hidfng-phce 
ad  put  in  the  water.  As  they  were  about  to  step-in  the 
bushes  parted,  and  the  Owl  stood  beside  them 

\Vhere  are  my  brothers  going  .=  "  he  asked  quietly 
^^  e  are  going  fishing,"  Nat  answered.     "The  noise  in 
the  woods  will  have  frightened  game  away." 

iliere^s  food  in  the  camp,"  the  Owl  said.    "The French 
give  food  to  their  brothers  the  redskins  "  "^^^ ^^^nch 

"My  white  brother  wants  fish,"  Nat  said  quietlv  "anrl 

gTwuh  rt""" "" ""'  -'»"  "^ »-,  n't  z 

JtllT'""lu^°f  '"'  '"""^'  "'"'  '"  "  '""""'■■t  the  ca.,00 

have  let  us  start.     There  th'it  i.  f.r  Li     i 

thpr-nicr.  r.f  T  A-  -"""^^'^"'^'^  IS  tar  enough;  we  are  out  of 

begin  to  fish      Th'"  ^""'     ""'''  '''  "^  >''^"^-  P^^^"-  -^^ 
t)egin  to  fish.     There  are  several  canoes  fishing  further  out 

and  the  redskin  will  feel  safe.     He  can  cut  vfs  off  prov  d-' 
mg  we  don't  go  beyond  them."  ^ 

The  Indian  was,  as  Nat  had  said,  puzzled.     That  some- 
thing was  wrong  he  was  sure;   but  as  he  was  alone  he^was 

as  tl  ey  padd  ed  out,  in  readiness  to  give  a  war-whoop  which 
woulcl  have  brought  down  the  fishing  canoes  outsid  and 
given  warning  to  Rvprv  Tr,,],-„,,  ...u^-u.  ,     -     *"*^» '"^^ 

but  ,vh«.  he  saw  them  »top  and  begm  to  fl,h  he  heeiLtoi 
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If  he  gave  the  alarm  he  might  iirove  to  bo  mistaken,  and 
lie  shrank  from  facing  the  ridicule  which  a  false  alarm 
would  bring  upon  him.  Should  they  really  prove,  as  he 
believed,  to  be  spies,  he  would,  if  he  gave  the  alarm,  lose  the 
honor  and  glory  of  their  capture,  and  their  scalps  would 
fall  to  other  hands — a  risk  not  to  be  thought  of.  Tie  there- 
fore waited  until  six  of  his  braves  came  up.  He  had  already 
retired  among  tlie  trees  before  he  joined  them;  but  the 
canoe  was  still  visible  through  the  branches. 

"  The  men  we  tracked  have  taken  to  the  water;  they  are 
fishing.  The  Owl  is  sure  that  they  are  not  of  our  tribe; 
but  he  must  wait  till  he  sees  what  they  will  dn.  I^et  three 
of  my  brothers  go  and  get  a  canoe,  and  paddle  out  beyond 
them,  and  there  fish.  I  will  remain  with  the  others  here. 
If  they  come  back  again  we  will  seize  them.  If  they  go  out 
f-'-ther  my  brothers  will  call  to  the  redskins  in  the  other 
,„ii,oe8,  and  will  cut  them  off.  The  Owl  and  his  friends 
will  soon  be  with  them." 

"  There  is  another  canoe  coming  out,  Nat,"  James  said. 
*  Hadn't  we  better  make  a  run  for  it  at  once  ?  " 

"Not  a  bit  of  it,  captain.  Dear  me,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
teach  men  to  have  patience!  I  have  looked  upon  you  as  a 
promising  pupil;  but  tliere  you  are,  just  as  hasty  and  im- 
patient as  if  you  h-  ^  never  spent  a  day  in  the  woods.  Where 
should  we  run  to  ?  We  must  go  up  the  lake,  for  we  could 
liot  pass  the  point,  for  fifty  canoes  would  be  put  out  before 
we  got  there.  We  couldn't  land  this  side,  because  the  woods 
are  full  of  redskins;  and  if  we  led  them  for  ten  miles  down 
the  lake  and  landed  t'other  side  scores  of  them  would  land 
between  here  and  tliere, and  would  cut  us  off.  No, lad;  Ave 
have  got  to  wait  here  till  it's  getting  late.  I  don't  say  till 
it's  dark,  but  till  within  an  hour  or  so  of  nightfall.  As  long 
as  we  show  no  signs  of  going,  the  chances  is  as  they  won't 

iilriivit;   Vritii    us.        j.:  =    a  p^:  i-    Oi.    iCUBMll    natUi     lU     (JC  pU- 

tient,  and  as  long  as  they  see  as  we  don't  try  to  make  off 
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they  will  leave  iis  alone.  Thiit's  how  I  reads  it.  Yon  agrees 
with  me,  Jonathan  ?  In  oonrse  you  do,"  he  went  on  a's  liig 
companion  grunted  an  assent.  "  I  don't  say  as  they  mayn't 
ask  a  question  or  so;  hut  I  don't  heli«ve  as  they  will  inter- 
fere  with  us." 

"  There  is  a  fish  on  your  line,  captain.     You  don't  seem 
to  me  to  be  attending  to  your  husijiess." 
•       James  indeed  found  it  difficult  to  fix  his  attention  on  his 
line  when  he  knew  that  they  were  watched  by  hostile  eyes, 
and  that  at  any  moment  a  conflict  might  begin. 

The  canoe  that  liad  come  out  last  had  shaped  its  course 
so  as  to  pass  close  to  those  fishing  outside  them,  and  a  few 
words  had  been  exchanged  with  the  occupants  of  each— a 
warning,  no  doubt,  as  to  the  suspicious  character  of  the 
fishing  party  near  them.     Beyond  this  nothing  had  hap- 
pened.    The  Indians  in  the  canoe  had  let  down  their  lines, 
and  seemed  as  intent  as  the  otliers  upon  their  fishing.    The 
hours  passed  slowly.     Under  other  circumstances'' James 
would  have  enjoyed  the  sport,  fov  the  fish  bit  freely  and  a 
considerable  number  were  soon  lying  in  the  canoe.    Nat  and 
Jonathan  appeared  as  interested  in  their  work  as  if  no  other 
boat  but  their  own  Avere  afloat  on  the  lake.     Xevcr  once 
did  James  see  tliem  glance  toward  the  caiioes.     Tliey  did 
not  talk  much,  but  when  they  spoke  it  was  always  in  the 
Indian  tongue. 

The  time  seemed  endless  before  the  sun  began  to  sink 
beyond  the  low  hills  on  their  left.  It  was  an  intense  relief 
to  James  when  Nat  said  at  last : 

"The  time  is  just  at  hand  now,  cap.  The  redskins  are 
tired  of  waiting.  At  least  they  think  that  they  had  better 
not  put  it  off  any  longer.  They  know  as  well  as  we  do  that 
it  won't  do  to  wait  till  it  gets  dark.  Do  you  see  that  canoe 
that  came  out  last  is  paddling  down  toward  us  ?     It  looks 

"" ' '    .•-iiinnj^,  DUi,  1  nave  seen  tnem  aip  a  paddie  m 

several  times.     The  others  are  pulling  up  their  lines  so  as 


t';ii 

Pi 


•T-r- 


1 


U 


if  I '    ' 


'1 

!    ' 

i 
j 

;       1 

f 

250 


WITH  WOLFE  IX  CANADA. 


to  be  in  readiness  to  join  in.  Get  your  piece  ready  to  pick 
up  and  aim  the  moment  I  give  tlie  word.  They  tliink  they 
are  going  to  surprise  us,  but  we  must  be  first  with  them. 
Go  on  witli  your  fishing,  and  just  drop  your  line  overboard 
when  you  pick  up  your  gun." 

The  canoe  approaclied  slowly  until  it  was  within  thirty 
yards.  James  and  his  comiianions  went  on  with  their  fish- 
ing as  if  they  did  not  notice  the  approach  of  the  other 
canoe,  until  one  of  the  Indians  spoke. 

"Have  my  Indian  brothers  caught  many  fish  ?" 
"A  goodish  few,"  Nat  replied.    "  One  or  two  of  them  are 
large  ones.     See  here,"  and  he  stooped  as  if  to  select  a  large 
fish. 
"  Now,"  he  said  suddenly. 

In  an  instant  the  three  rifles  were  levelled  to  the  shoulder 
and  pointed  at  the  Indians.  The  latter,  taken  completely 
by  surprise,  and  finding  themselves  with  three  barrels  lev- 
elled at  them,  as  by  one  accord  dived  overboard. 
'*  Now  your  paddles,"  Nat  exclaimed. 
Three  strokes  sent  the  canoe  dancing  up  to  that  which 
the  Indians  had  just  left.  It  struck  it  on  the  broad  side 
and  rolled  it  instantly  over. 

"  Those  redskin  guns  are  out  of  the  way,  anyhow,"  Nat 
said.     "  Now  we  have  got  to  row  for  it." 

He  gave  a  sharp  turn  to  the  canoe  as  he  spoke,  and  it 
bounded  away  toward  the  right,  thereby  throwing  those 
outside  it  on  their  quarter.  Simultaneously  with  the  upset 
of  the  canoe  half  a  dozen  rifles  rang  out  from  tlie  shore,  an 
Indian  war-whoop  rose  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  a 
minute  later  half  a  dozen  canoes  shot  out  from  shore. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THROUGH    MANY    PERILS. 

The  course  Nat  was  taking  was  not  parallel  to  that  of 
the  boats  outside  him.  He  was  sheering  gradually  out  into 
the  lake,  and  although  the  boat  was  travelling  somewhat 
faster  than  its  pursuers,  James  saw  that  its  course  would 
carry  it  across  their  bows  at  a  dangerously  close  distance. 
Tlie  Indians  were  not  long  in  seeing  that  the  canoe  was 
outstripping  them,  and  in  each  of  the  boats  one  of  the  red- 
skins laid  aside  his  paddle  and  begJin  to  fire.  The  balls 
struck  the  water  near  the  canoe,  but  no  one  was  hit.  "  Let 
them  fire,"  Jonathan  said;  "  it  ain't  every  man  as  can  shoot 
straight  from  a  canoe  going  at  racing  pace.  The  more  they 
fires  the  better;  they  will  only  fall  further  behind." 

After  firing  two  or  three  shots  each  the  Indians  appeared 
i^  be  of  the  same  opinion,  and  resumed  tholr  paddles;  but 
they  had  lost  so  much  ground  that  the  canoe  they  we're  in 
chase  of  shot  out  into  the  lake  fifty  yards  ahead  of  the 
nearest.  Some  more  shots  were  fired,  and  then  the  Indians 
began  hastily  to  throw  the  fish  with  which  thoir  canoes 
were  laden  into  the  water.  After  paddling  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  farther  Nat  laid  in  his  paddle. 

"  Out  with  them  fish,"  he  said,    "  You  can  leave  one  or  two 
for^suppcr,  but  the  rest  must  go  overboard.    Be  quick  about 
it,  for  tiioae  ciiuoes  from  the  shore  are  coming  up  fast." 
The  work  was  concluded  just  as  the  canoes  with  the  Owl 
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and  his  warriors  came  up  with  the  others,  which,  having 
now  got  ri.l  of  tlieir  fish,  aaain  set  out,  and  in  a  dose  bo.l y 
the  ten  canoes  started  in  pursuit. 

"Paddh>  steady,"  Nat  said;  "and  whatever  you  do,  bo 
keerful  of  your  blades.  If  one  was  to  break  now  it  wouhl 
mean  the  loss  of  our  seali.s.  Don't  gain  on  'em;  as  h,n-  as 
the  redskuis  on  sliore  think  as  their  friends  arc  -oin^  to 
catch  us,  they  won't  ea.'e  to  put  out  an.l  join  in  tlie  chase; 
but  If  tliey  thouglit  we  was  getting  away  tliey  miglu  hiunch 
canoes  ahead  of  us  and  cut  us  off.  The  nearer  we  are  to 
them  tlie  better  as  long  as  we  are  keeping  ahead." 

For  an  hour  thcchase  continued.    The  Indians,  althouo-h 
straining  every  nerve,  did  not  gain  a  foot  upon  the  fugitives 
who,  although  i)addling  hard,  had  still  some  reser^e  of 
strength.     The  sun  by  this  time  was  touching  the  tops  of 
the  hills. 

"  Now,  cap,"  Nat  said,  "it's  time  to  teach  'em  as  we  can 
bite  a  bit.  They  won't  be  rpiite  so  hot  over  it  if  we  oive 
them  a  lesson  now.  Do  you  turn  round  and  pepper  them 
a  bit.  Now,  old  boss!  you  and  I  must  row  all  we  know  for 
a  bit." 

Turning  himself  in  the  canoe,  resting  his  elbow  on  his 
knee  to  steady  his  rifle,  James  took  as  careful  an  aim  as  the 
dancing  motion  of  the  boat  permitted,  and  fired.     A  dull 
sound  came  back  like  an  echo  to  the  crack  of  the  piece, 
und  a  paddle  in  the  leading  boat  fell  into  the  water;  a  yell 
arose  from  the  Indians,  but  no  answering  shout  came  back. 
The  Indians  were  now  paddling  even  harder  than  before, 
in  hope  of  overtaking  the  canoe,  now  that  it  was  impelled 
by  but  two  rowers.    But  the  scouts  were  rowing  their  hard- 
est, and  proved  the  justice  of  their  fame  as  the  best  pad- 
dlers  on  the  lakes,  by  maintaining  their  distance  from  their 
pursuers. 

Again  and  again  James  fired,  several  of  his  ballets  taking 
effect.    It  was  now  rapidly  becominir  dusk. 
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"That  Will  (lo,captHin;   wo  had  best  be  sliowin^  them 

J"r„c«  ld.l  by  1,L,  ride  an,l  again  took  his  lucMln,  and  aa 

cm.o,  the  Crtan,.,.  ,,.,„.«.»  tlu.n,i.Iv„s  ana  u.oir  p„  ! 
sues  Kaind  y  tiic  ga,,  „f  water  wi,lcMc,l,an,l  «I,on  ,1  „k- 
..cssMl  on  tl,o  lakotl,..  fugitives  wore  ,„„ro  than  1,        . 

.  e  ah.>d  „t  their  ,n,rsner.     The  night  «.  .lari^-,: 
ight  ,n..s  risnig  Xron,  t],e  water  further  ai.led  tlu-n,.  When 
n.ght  hadset,,, . hei,„r,ui„ge„noe.,eonM  nolongerbe  e  „ 

For  anotlier  half  hour  they  pa,l,,le,I  on  withota  intermit 

head  of  tl,o  canoe  to  tlie  ••vctern  shore.  He  asked  no  nues- 
on,  however,  havmg  perfect  faith  in  Nat's  saff.oity.  They 
ere  nearly  ,n  the  middle  of  the  lake  when  they  alter  d 

al     d  o    h         r'  "  "•-» '»»"-'>  "P  i"  thedarknesi 

w  rd  that  t?"'    ^""r"'!"'  '"''"■•''  ^■■''  h^'O  r»«»'-l  tl'o 
«ord  that  they  should  paddle  quietly  an.!  noiselessly.     It 

as  eertam  that  the  ehase  would  be  eagerly  watehed  from 
he  shore,  and  that  any  Indians  there  n.lgl't  be  in  ti.e  wood 
would  be  closely  watching  near  the  waters  edge 

Accordingly,  as  noiselessly  as  possible,  they  approached 
he  shore,  and  gliding  in  between  the  overhang'^  .gtres 
hud  the  canoe  alongside  a  elump  of  bushes,  then^vilho     a 
«o,d  being  spoken  tl,eylaid  in  their  paddles  and  stretched 

rest,  for,  trained  and  hard  as  were  his  muscles,  ho  was  ex- 
hansted  by  the  long  strain  of  the  row  for  life 

He  guessed  that  Nat  would  calcnh.te  that  the  Indian 
canoes  would  scatter  when  they  lost  sight  of  them,  and  that 
they  would  seek  for  them  more  closelv  on  the  eastern  .h.-e 

out  o7  """>!!  '?!,'"  ™'  ""•I"''™''  """  ""«■■  »'>™  getting 
ont  of  sijfht  of  their  pursuers  Nat  had  not  immediately 
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landed  on  the  opposite  shore  and  started  on  foot  through 
the  woods. 

After  recovering  his  breath  James  sat  up  and  listened 
attentively.  Once  or  twice  he  thought  he  heard  tlie  sound 
of  a  dip  of  a  paddle  out  on  the  lake,  but  he  could  not  bo 
sure  of  it,  while  from  time  to  time  he  heard  the  croak  of  a 
frog,  sometimes  near,  sometimes  at  a  distance  along  the 
shore.  He  would  have  thought  little  of  this  had  not  a 
slight  pressure  of  Jonathan's  hand  against  his  foot  told 
him  that  these  were  Indian  signals. 

Some  hours  passed  before  Nat  made  a  move,  then  he 
touched  Jonathan  and  sat  up  in  the  canoe;  the  signal  was 
passed  on  to  James,  the  paddles  were  noiselessly  taken  up, 
and  without  a  sound  that  could  be  detected  by  the  most 
closely-listening  ear,  the  canoe  stole  out  again  on  to  the 
lake.  Until  some  distance  from  shore  they  paddled  very 
quietly,  then  gradually  the  strokes  grew  more  vigorous 
until  the  canoe  was  flying  along  at  full  speed  up  the  lake, 
her  course  being  laid  so  as  to  cross  very  gradually  toward 
the  eastern  side. 

It  was  not  until,  as  James  judged,  they  must  have  been 
several  miles  from  the  point  at  which  they  had  started  that 
they  approached  the  eastern  shore.  They  did  so  with  the 
same  precautions  which  had  been  adopted  on  the  other  side, 
and  sat  listening  intently  before  they  gave  the  last  few 
strokes  which  took  them  to  the  shore.  Quietly  they  stepped 
out,  and  the  two  scouts,  lifting  the  canoe  on  their  shoulders, 
carried  it  some  fifty  yards  into  the  forest  and  laid  it  down 
among  some  bushes.  Then  they  proceeded  on  their  way, 
Nat  walking  first,  James  following  him  so  close  that  he  was 
able  to  touch  him,  for  in  the  thick  darkness  under  the  trees 
he  could  not  perceive  even  the  outlines  of  his  figure.  Jona- 
than followed  close  behind.  Their  progress  was  slow,  for 
even  the  trained  woodsmen  could  with  difficulty  make  their 
^aj  through  the  trees,  and  ^\it's  onl^  index  as  to  the  di- 
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were  comparatively  safe  oeiieved  that  they 

thLtmt;'^;::::''''  -'"' «'-  *«,  had  .ated 

placed  a  lot  of  c  noes  and  fl  A     f    ^  ^"'^^  ^^''^  ^^"  ^^^'« 
near  Crown  Poh,    win  htv'.      °""T  """^  "^  "'"  ""^'>''''' 

best;  but  «.  shall  have  all  we  oaa  d^  to  ^et'^L      ttm  " 

of  th I^i,  :  :l  71  '^"'  »'  ""-'  '«■»''  "«-  «  lit"   ght 
viiwni  insceaa  01  crossing  over?'' 

"Because  that's  wiiero  th^x- wJii  ^    i 
H-aveifarsuchadarkm.i,f..„u,:':  _.;.,'"  .1'"'^  ""  ««»  ^ 
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inch  of  the  shore  for  three  or  four  miles  below  where  they 
/ost  sight  of  us,  to  find  where  we  landed.  They  would  know 
well  enough  we  couldn't  get  ashore  without  leaving  tracks 
as  they  would  make  out,  and  they  would  reckon  to  pick  up 
our  trail  fast  enough  in  the  wood  and  to  overtake  us  before 
we  had  gone  many  miles.  Now  you  see  we  have  doubled  on 
them.  The  varmint  in  the  woods  will  search  the  edge  of 
the  lake  in  the  morning,  but  it's  a  good  long  stretch  to  go 
ever,  and  if  we  have  luck  they  mayn't  strike  on  our  landing- 
place  for  some  hours  after  daylight.  In  course  they  may  hit 
on  it  earlier;  still  it  gives  us  a  chance  anyhow.  Another 
thing  is,  we  have  twenty  miles  less  to  travel  through  the 
woods  than  if  we  had  to  start  up  there,  and  that  makes  all 
the  ditference  when  you've  got  redskins  at  your  heels.  If 
we  don't  have  the  bad  luck  to  come  across  some  of  the  var- 
mint in  the  woods  I  expect  we  shall  carry  our  scalps  back 
to  Fort  William  Henry.  Now  you  hiid  best  sleep  till  day- 
break; we  shan't  get  another  chance  till  we  get  into  the 
fort  again." 

AVith  the  first  dawn  of  morning  they  were  on  their  way. 
Striking  straight  back  into  the  woods  they  walked  fast,  but 
with  the  greatest  care  and  caution,  occasionally  making 
bends  and  detours  to  prevent  the  redskins  following  their 
traces  at  a  run,  which  they  would  have  been  able  to  do  had 
thiy  walked  in  a  straight  line.  Whenever  the  ground  wa^ 
soft  they  walked  without  trying  to  conceal  their  tracks,  for 
Nat  knew  that  however  carefully  they  progressed  the  In- 
dians would  be  able  to  make  out  their  trail  here.  When, 
however,  they  came  to  rocky  and  broken  ground  they 
walked  with  the  greatest  caution,  avoiding  bruising  any  of 
the  plants  growing  between  the  rocks.  After  walking  ten 
miles  in  this  direction  they  tftVned  to  the  south. 

"  We  ought  to  be  pretty  safe  now,"  Nat  said ;  "  they  may 
be  three  or  four  hours  before  they  hit  on  our  landing-place 
and  find  the  ganoe.     I  don't  say  as  they  won't  be  able  to 
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follow  our  trail-there  ain't  no  saying  vvliat  redskin  eyes 

can  do     but  It'll  take  them  a  long  time  anyway.     ThTe 

am  t  n^uch  risk  of  running  against  any  of  them  in'the  fores 
now      I    „       tj      „^^3^  ^f  ^j^^^^^  ^^^j^^^,^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^ 

the  lake  last  nigh       Anyway  .ve  are  well  out  from  Lake 
Champlain  now.    When  we  have  gone  another  fifteen  mile 
we  shan't  be  far  from  the  upper  arm.     There's  a  canoe 
bee.  lying  hidden  there  for  the  last  two  years  unless  som    ■ 
tramping  redskin  has  found  it,  which  ain't  likely" 

ofiT^X  ""'^S  \V^^""  ^'''''^"°  ^^''^"^^^^  ^'^^"^  to  the  shore 
of  the  lake.     Following  this  for  another  hour  they  came 

upon  the  spot  where  a  little  stream  ran  into  the  lake 
find't^nr.'' "  ''"'  ''''•    "  ^'''''  '-''  "^^  ^--  -  «^^" 

then  Nat,  leaving  its  edge,  made  for  a  clump  of  bushes  a 

few  yards  away.     Pushing  the  thick  foliage  aside  he  made 

his  way  into  the  centre  of  the  clump. 
"  Here  it  is,''  he  said,  "  just  as  I  left  it  " 
The  canoe  was  lifted  out  and  carried  down  to  the  lake 

and  taking  their  seats  they  paddled  up  Lake  Champlain; 

keeping  close  under  the  shore. 

"  We  have  had  good  luck,  captain,-  Nat  said.  «I  hardly 
thought  we  should  har  got  out  without  a  scrimmage.  I  e/- 
pect  as  the  best  part  of  the  redskins  didn't  trouble  them- 
selves  very  much  about  it.  They  expect  to  get  such  a  lot  of 
sc-i  ps  and  plunder  when  they  take  the  fort  that  the  c\ance 
of  three  extra  wasn't  enough  inducement  for  'cm  to  take 
much  trouble  over  it.  The  redskins  in  the  canoes  who 
chased  us  would  be  hot  enough  over  it,  for  you  picked  oul 

W  i     11  Tr  '^  *^''"''   ^"^  '■^'"''^  -"^^  '^^'^'^  from  the 
foit  wouldn  t  have  any  particular  reason  to  trouble  much 

especially  as  they  think  it  likely  that  those  wlio  were  ch as! 

.._  ..   1...1  got  tnt;  ccalps.     When  a  redskin's  blood 

there  ain't  no  trouble  too  great  for  him,  and  he 
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for  weeks  to  get  hif  revenge;  but  take  'em  all  in  all  they  are 
lazy  varmint,  and  as  long  as  there  is  plenty  of  deer's  meat 
on  hand  they  will  eat  and  sleep  away  their  time  for 
weeks." 

By  night  they  reached  the  upper  end  of  Lake  Champlain, 
the  canoe  was  carefully  hidden  away  again,  and  they  struck 
through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  Fort  William  Henry. 
They  were  now  safe  from  pursuit,  and  after  walking  two  or 
three  miles  halted  for  the  night,  made  a  fire,  and  cooked 
some  of  the  dried  meat.  When  they  had  finished  their 
meal  Nat  said :  * 

"  Now  we  will  move  away  a  bit  and  then  stretch  our- 
selves out." 

"  Why  shouldn't  we  lie  down  here,  Nat  ?  " 

"  Because  it  would  be  a  foolish  thing  to  do,  captain.  There 
ain't  no  saying  what  redskins  may  be  wandering  in  the 
woods  in  time  of  war.  A  thousand  nights  might  pass  with- 
out one  of  'em  happening  to  come  upon  that  fire,  but  if 
they  did  and  we  were  lying  beside  it,  all  the  trouble  we 
have  taken  to  slip  through  their  hands  would  be  chucked 
clean  away.     No,  you  cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  woods." 

They  started  early  the  next  morning,  and  before  noon 
arrived  at  Fort  William  Henry,  where  James  at  once  re- 
ported to  Colonel  Monro  what  he  had  learned  of  the 
strength  of  the  French  force  gathering  at  Crown  Point. 

"  Thank  you,  Captain  Walsham/'  the  compiandant  said. 
**  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  having  brought  us  cer- 
tain news  of  what  is  coming.  1  will  write  off  at  once  and 
ask  for  reinforcements.  This  is  a  serious  expedition,  and 
the  colonies  will  have  to  make  a  great  effort  and  a  speedy 
one  if  they  are  going  to  save  the  fort,  for  from  what  we  hear 
of  Montcalm  he  is  not  likely  to  let  the  grass  grow  under 
his  feet.     I  shall  report  the  services  you  have  rendered." 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Monro  received  the  report  James 
had  brought  hiiii  he  sent  to  Gpueriil  Webb,  whjo  with  two 
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Fort  Ed«rd,  wheTe  „t  to  :":  ""'  ""■™^''  '» 

York,  telling  him  tl»  pj„„i  governor  of  New 

to  .end  for«.tiriSr^;re"::te:r?/^»^  "'- 

termined  to  muroh  himself  witirnl'l  i  ■  ^^         '"  "'  ""o- 
Xnsteadofd„in.rso  th^i  '"« '^ops  to  the  fort. 

«aoi,hth„m,rod"t:^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

sixteen  hundred  .]  Wchh  fe  ,'""'  """  "'  ^^'"''^  "> 
■nan  he  would  have  1ft  »,  ,  '  ",^''"™ '""'  ''"'"mined 
Fort  Edward^Tmtehe/w  ,,;;■'''•"'  "'"'  ""y  '»  ^"li 
when  on  the  m  i,7o  '  tte  d  'f  T'  t",""'^'  ''"""'■ 
letter  from  him  siJJ\,  \  f,  t  ^"^""^  ''»  ™">'e<l  a 
tl.e  h.ke,  but™'he'w  f  '  Ih  "\  ''""'  "'"»  ™  ^'s'"  » 
remained  at  Fort  Ed w.  J      v'""™  ""  '''='<'™i"ed,  he 

™ge  to  Now  York  Ir    e,„  w."    1"°"  "T,'"^""^''  """  ™»- 
iu  time.  "'''  "''"'''  '='"■''1  "»'  possibly  arrive 

ontl::'/j7::::zi!z'  ''""•■?  "^"^  ■'-^ =''«-^ 

men,  under  Col™"  P  rkC""""''  "'"'"^  ^'^"  ^"-1 
tre  the  French  o,  tn„s       Ti,  T  '""'  ""'  '»  '•»™'">«i- 

were  of  the  part^  ^"ty  we "T     "■"'"/:'">-  ^^'alsham 
the  lake.  ^      "">  ™'"<' P^^eed  in  ho.>ts  down 

..eitherineCt  '        ot:;  Tf  «^  """'•     "^''^  ™'' 

"-.out  the  enem;j„'n,,'L  tj  I  k  'iTin'"  "'"' °"' 
figlit  the  enemv,  this  lof  oJ  ,-f  ,  "^^  ^'®  ^'^"'^s  to 

Jersey  men  kn^v    o  n 'c  •    ^   Tr''"'  ""''''''''  ''''''  ^^-- 

Pl^lclren.     You  m  i  mt. "?  .  ''  '"''''  '^'^'^  ''  ^^^^Y 
nmk  m^  words,  tin,  is  going  to  be  a  h  ![ 
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business.  Why,  they  can  sec  all  these  boats  half-way  down 
the  lake,  and  with  all  these  redskins  about  they  will  am- 
bush us  as  soon  as  we  try  to  land.  Look  here,  captain ;  you 
know  that  I  ain't  no  coward.  I  don't  tliink  no  one  can  s;:y 
that  of  me.  I  am  ready  to  fight  when  there  is  a  chance  of 
fighting,  but  I  don't  see  no  good  in  getting  myself  killed 
off  when  there  ain't  no  good  in  it.  So  what  I  says  is  this, 
don't  you  be  in  a  hurry,  captain,  with  these  boats  of  ours." 

"  But  I  must  obey  orders,  Nat,"  James  said,  smiling. 

"Yes,  you  must  obey  orders,  captain,  no  doubt;  but 
there's  two  ways  of  obeying  orders,  the  one  is  to  rush  in 
front  and  to  do  a  little  more  than  you  are  told,  the  other  is 
to  take  things  quiet,  and  just  do  what  you  are  told  and  no 
more.  Now,  my  advice  is,  on  this  here  expedition  you  go 
on  the  last  plan;  if  you  are  ordered  to  land  first,  why  land 
first  it  must  be.  If  you  don't  get  orders  to  land  first,  just 
let  them  as  is  la  a  hurry  land  afore  you.  I  ain't  been  teach- 
ing all  these  lads  to  know  something  about  the  woods  for 
the  last  six  months  jest  to  see  them  killed  off  like  flies,  be- 
cause a  blundering  wrong-headed  colonel  sends  them  out 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty  ploughmen,  for  the  redskins  to 
see  and  attack  jest  when  they  fancies." 

"Very  well,  Nat,  I  will  take  your  advice,  and  fv.'  once 
we  won"  put  ourselves  in  the  front  unless  we  are  ordered." 

Satisfied  with  this  Nat  passed  quietly  round  among  the 
men  as  they  were  taking  their  places  in  the  boats,  and  told 
them  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  them  to  row  as  if  they 
were  racing.  "  I  shall  be  in  the  captain's  boat,"  he  said ; 
"you  keep  close  to  us,  and  don't  you  try  to  push  on  ahciid. 
When  we  are  once  fairly  in  the  woods,  then  we  will  do  the 
scouting  for  the  rest,  but  there  ain't  no  hurry  for  us  to 
begin  that  till  we  are  on  shore. 

"Look  at  us,"  Nat  grumbled  in  James's  enr  as  the  boats 
started  down  the  lake;  "there  we  are  rowing  along  the 
middle  instead  of  snenking  along  close  to  the  shore.     Does 
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notlnng  of  ralskin  ways,"  ^  "'"  K''""'  '  know 

After  wJ,ioh  rebuff  S'  ^'^'''''"'"''  '  *"'  «Ic  for  it." 
WtLerto  boon  to  act  in  1  T  '""''"  "■"""«  "^™  h"  had 
scout.  Accordi,;iya  t  .vrlr?/'"'  """«'"eo  of  tho 
withthoRoy,,!  Sc„,!t  a  birr  '"  """  '••''"'  "'«  •>»'"« 
"..■u-ntained  then  no  ufon    't        '''"?""  '""'  "'«  »"'ers, 

Toward  daybrc.  k  tbo       .  m   'T'  °'  "'"  "o'"™"- 
and  wbcn  tbey  „  ^    h'S:,'^  'T"'\^'^o  t"".«I  to  abore, 
"-  n,o„  to  ,,/y  inZ    '„^;  ™;  ,f  [  :- «-e  tbo  order  for' 

h.i;i.ened  to  bo  i„  advance  «toI     to  'T    """  "'""'' 
"d  land.     The  boat,  passed    hroH  Ijt'T  "'  """ 
trees  which  hung  down  over  tbJ      .    ,      '"'•■''  "'"•''"'"  of 
P"s«ed,  and  then  tbrcrothe     t         f'  "'^''-    ^  "'"""o 
"UiJ  you  hear  nZC^'Z"  T''"™'  '"  '°"°"  "'^">- 
:'No,  I  didn't  hear  r;tbinf  ll     {;"r'  '"''"""'■ 
Well,  I  think  T  ,Ii,i  /      '^'  '^"'-    I'l'I  you  ?" 

to  me  as'l  hc:::^a  sort  Xr  "'""«'  ^'""''"■-    ^'  »-» 

wit..o;;:ttrr,r;-.ri^-'"»"'«^«^'o%n.o„ 

-rikiir-'Xtiirt::'"'^"  "-^^  --''^-t  ^^^ 

tasinesa;  but  thosrchls  w-  m"-  """  """'  '"'">'  "'eir 
boats  as  if  they  wrianded  I  '""  ^'"""P  ""'  »'  «'eir 
would  scatter  abouT  al.tf  the  I  T'  "'/^^  Y"'''  "^ 

you,  the  Indians  mighUnbtb      A""'.  ^^''^'  L"''''  ^^"'^ 
they  had  tin,,  to  thS^   f  ""^  tomahawk  the  lot  befor. 

The  second  tl  etoltd'!;'''."^  "''' '''»''™  "■><•«'>' 
ooats  had  now  disappeared  among  the 
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trees,  and  Colonel  Piirker  gave  the  word  for  the  rest  to  ad- 
vance in  a  body. 

Look  to  your  firelocks,  lads,"  James  said;  "whatever 
happcs  keep  perfectly  cool.  You  at  the  oars  especially 
sit  still  and  be  ready  to  obey  orders." 

The  boats  were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  trees  when,  from 
beneath  the  drooping  boughs,  a  volley  of  musketry  was 
poured  out,  and  a  moment  later  a  swarm  of  canoes  darted 
out  from  beneath  the  branches,  and  the  terrible  Indian  war- 
whoop  rang  in  the  air,  Appalled  by  the  suddenness  of  the 
attack,  by  the  deadly  fire,  and  the  terrible  yells,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  men  in  the  boats  were  seized  with  the  wildest 
panic.  Many  of  them  jumped  into  the  water,  others  threw 
themselves  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boats,  some  tried  to 
row,  but  were  impeded  by  their  comrades. 

"Steady,  men,  steady!  "  James  shouted  at  the  top  of  his 
voice;  "get  the  boats'  heads  round  and  keej)  together.  "We 
can  beat  off  these  canoes  easy  enough  if  you  do  but  keep 
your  heads." 

His  orders  were  obeyed  promptly  and  coolly  by  the  men 
of  his  company.  The  boats  were  turned  with  their  heads 
to  the  lake  as  the  canoes  came  dashing  up,  and  the  men 
who  were  not  employed  in  rowing  fired  so  steadily  and  truly 
that  the  redskins  in  several  of  the  leading  canoes  fell,  up- 
setting their  boats. 

Don't  hurry,'*  James  shouted;  "  there  is  no  occasion  for 
haste,  they  can  go  faster  than  we  can;  all  wo  have  got  to 
do  is  to  beat  them  off,  lay  in  all  the  oars  except  the  two  bow 
oars  in  each  boat,  all  the  rest  of  the  men  stand  to  their 
arms,  and  let  the  boats  follow  each  other  in  file,  the  bow 
of  one  close  to  the  stern  of  that  ahead." 

The  check  which  the  volley  had  given  to  the  canoes  gave 
time  to  the  men  in  several  of  the  boats  close  to  those  of 
the  scouts,  to  turn.  They  were  rowing  past  James's  slowly 
moving  boats  when  ho  shouted  to  them : 
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easily,  and  will  row  Lul         ^'     ^^''^  ''"'  ^^'^'•^"^0  vou 

aheaJof  ou^lnZ^.r  i;:!!!!'^  v'^'"-  "^^"  '^ 
be  afraid;  we  could  beat  them  offTf  l,"^"  T  "''^  "'^^ 
many."     .  ""^  "  ^^^^^  ^ere  ten  times  as 

Reassured  by  the  calmness  with  ^vhioh  t 
orders,  the  boats  tool*  „n  ft  ^^'^''.^^"^'^  ^a^ies  issued  his 

James  who  wl   in  the  L    f  T'T  '""'^'"^^^  ''  "-"^. 

thedin,oin,:;:h!ndlt.Xt:^^ri"1'^^^':^ 
screams  and  cries  of  thp  nrn,  •  "^  ^^''''  ^"^'ans,  the 

crack  of  rifi:s„r^'7„  ;;■:::  r' ,"!!"' """  "-"-p 

work  of  destruction  was  sooTi  Tver    S  '     ,"•  '"""'""•     '^'"' 
and  some  fift^  of  n,  *"""  '"*  ">"'  company 

whole  oTc-clPrkfr':?""",  "'';  1'"  •=»-"-'-d' tli 
prisoners  in  (^  hands  oHr,'"'"  '""'"  '""«"  "■•  """-e 
their  work,  s^J^tl^^  ofZf':'  'T'"^  ""''"^^ 
caped  them.  '^  *'"'  ''*"'  "''""h  had  es- 

i.aXd'\rrcSe^  "','"','"«  '™"'  "<""  was 
the  broad  side  to  ho  ™  1  "  T  ^''"''''  ''- P«««»ting 
the  latter  camewUhi,?  ^  ^f  tds"'  T""''  ^"'™ 
opened  from  the  boat,  tl,„  T  ■         "  '''''"'™  »'  «■■" 

coolness.  The  eano"  ^  e  eTe:kr:r  "'"  ""  «"'"^'' 
Paddlers  had  snnk  killed  or  „■  f-  """'' ''  """■"  »*  "'C 
-veral  „,  the  fraii      rk^  r;™  if  '^ '"■?»" -'»"<J 

could  load  they  continued  teir  fire  anfi'"/  "  *f  "'" 
from  the  first  shot  n,o  „  '      "  '"  two  minutes 

fullspeod  tl  d  tht  1  ''  """■'  '""""^  """  P'-"W'«''  »t 
the  I^>glisr  T  c  t  s  t^i'r'"'  '^  "  '""'^  «"-  '-"• 
remains  of  Parker's  flotirr  I'  ""","""'  "«"'»'  "'I  the 
liam  Henry.  "'"'"'''"'"''  --"wed  up  the  lake  to  Fort  Wil- 

Several  of  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  Indi.n,  were  e 


'atenbythem.    A  few  days  after. 


^.»..n„.n,th;ro;;xs--j:-:^^^ 


cooked 
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lain, 


204 


WITH   WOLFE  IN  CANADA:  Ott, 


,uii 


ji'Ji      !. 


niiidu  a  Kuddon  uttiick  on  the  houses  round  Fort  P'dward, 
uiul  kilh'd  thirty- two  men. 

It  was  an  imposing  s[)e('tucle  as  the  French  expedition 
muJe  its  way  down  Lake  (Jeorge.  General  Levis  had 
marclied  by  the  side  of  the  lake  with  twenty-five  hundred 
men,  Canadians,  re<;uhirs,  and  redskins,  while  tlie  main 
body  })rooeeded,  the  troops  in  two  liundrcd  and  fifty  hirgo 
boats,  the  redskins  in  many  hundreds  of  tiieir  canoes. 

Tiie  boats  moved  in  military  ordei,  there  were  six  regi- 
ments of  French  line:  J^a  Heine  and  Languedoc,  Lu  Sarro 
and  (luienne,  IJearn  and  Roussillon;  the  cannons  were  car- 
ried on  platforms  formed  across  two  boats.  Slowly  and 
regularly  the  jirocession  of  boats  made  its  way  down  the 
lake  till  they  saw  the  signal  fires  of  Levis,  who  with  his 
command  was  encamped  near  the  water  at  a  distance  of 
two  m.iles  from  the  fort.  Even  then  the  English  were  ncL 
aware  that  near  eight  thousand  enemies  were  gathered  close 
to  them.  Monro  was  a  brave  soldier,  but  wholly  unfitted 
for  the  position  he  held,  knowing  nothing  of  irregular 
warfare,  and  des])ising  all  but  trained  soldiers. 

At  daybreak  all  was  bustle  at  Fort  Henry.  Parties  of 
men  Avent  out  to  drive  in  the  cattlo,  others  to  destroy  build- 
ings which  would  interfere  with  the  fire  from  the  fort.  The 
English  position  was  now  more  defensible  than  it  had  been 
v/hen  it  was  attacked  in  the  spring.  The  forest  had  been 
cleared  for  a  considerable  distance  round,  and  the  buildings 
which  had  served  as  a  screwi  to  the  enemy  had  for  the  most 
part  been  removed. 

The  fort  itself  lay  close  down  by  the  edge  of  the  water, 
one  side  and  the  rear  were  protected  by  the  marsh,  so  that 
it  could  only  be  attacked  from  one  side;  beyond  the  marsh 
lay  the  rough  ground  where  Johnson  had  encamped  two 
years,  before;  while  on  a  flat  hill  behind  this  was  an  in- 
trenched camp,  beyond  which  again  was  another  marsh. 

As  soon  as  the  sun  rose  the  column  of  Levis  moved  through 


I  for  the  most 
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the  forest  tou-ard  the  fort,  follovve.l  hy  Montcahn  with  tho 

•;-'  body  whih,  the  urtillory  houtn  p,.t  out  f     „        .    . 

he  pon.t  wiu..h  Ha  hid  the.u  from  the  si.ht  of    hi" 

1  «h,  and  Hurrounded  by  hun.Ireds  of  Jndmn  cZosln^Z 

«owy  forward,  opening  tiro  ns  they  ..nt.    Sort  e  T. 

loit.as  the  Indians  with  Levis  opened  (ire  upon  tho  8o 

Of  ,.11  tl  .  i.,g.  ,,a.lc,l,  ob»ti„„tc,  ig„on„:l  old  g.ntlom  ■" 
c  or  see,  tl,c  „„|„„,i  w,.t,  t,,„„,  „„.   „„^  „,    ^    ^^        >'^;^  ' 
an  old  won,,.,,  ,n  co„.m„„d.    In.locd,  I  k„ow  ^00^01  1 

;:r;,r,,t-'"'*^  ^'"  ™'"' "-  '■-  -^'' «"- 

liut  if  Mo,„.o  was  obstinato  a„,l  ,„viudicod,  ho  w,s  bm-o 

lie  tut  stcu,c  of  l„s  gro,i„d,  and  took  tho  i„'oi,or  m^;«„r,.. 
for  dofe„oo  „,ovi„g  oaI„,ly  abo„t  a„d  ,.ba.    , '  1  0  "ij    "T 

cot:,  ..pittdlod.""""'  ""'"""  "'"  ^™""<"  ^'"-  '"" 

"Captain  Wulsham,"  ho  said   "von  wm  f,i 
n.iiiir  „4.  ,  111  B.iKi,     joii  will  take  vour  pom- 

«„Z       :•      /  ^'^""^  ''''^^'  *^'«"^'  '-in^l  ^vhen  you  see  all  in 
satety  retire  into  the  intrenoh.d  cnirm  » 

Ihe  company  were  already  under  arms  waiting  for  orders 


!«■  Ill 
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and  at  the  double  James  led  them  up  the  sloping  ground 
toward  the  forest,  whence  the  war-whoops  of  the  Indians 
and  the  sharp  cracks  of  the  rifles  were  now  ringing  out  on 
all  sides.  James  made  for  the  spot  where  a  score  of  sol- 
diers were  driving  a  number  of  cattle  before  them,  some 
hurrying  the  beasts  on  across  the  rough  ground,  others  fir- 
ing at  the  Indians,  who,  as  their  numbers  increased,  were 
boldly  showing  themselves  behind  the  trees  and  advancing 
in  pursuit. 

As  soon  as  they  neared  the  spot  James  scattered  his  men 
in  skirmishing  order.  Each  placed  himself  behind  one  of 
the  blackened  stumps  of  the  roughly-cleared  forest  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  Indians.  Several  of  these  fell,  and 
the  rest  bounded  back  to  the  forest,  whence  they  opened  a 
heavy  fire.  Now  the  company  showed  the  advantage  of  the 
training  they  had  gone  through,  fighting  with  tiie  greatest 
steadiness  and  coolness,  and  keeping  well  in  shelter,  until, 
when  the  soldiers  and  cattle  had  got  well  on  their  way 
toward  the  fort,  James  gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  and  the 
band,  crawling  among  the  stumps,  and  pausing  to  fire  at 
every  opportunity,  made  their  way  back  without  having 
lost  a  man,  although  several  had  received  slight  wounds. 


Nl 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE   MASSACRE   AT   FORT   WILLIAM   HEis  ..f. 

^  Whex  the  skirmishing  round  Fort  Henry  was  over.  La 
Corne,  with  a  body  of  Indians,  occupied  the  road  that  led 
to  Fort  Edward,  and  Levis  encamped  close  by  to  support 
hirn  and  check  any  sortie  the  English  might  make  from 
their  intrenched  camp.     Montcalm  reconnoitred  the  posi- 
tion.    He  had  at  first  intended  to  attack  and  carry  the  in- 
trenched camp,  but  he  found  that  it  was  too  strong  to  be 
taken  by  a  rush.     He  therefore  determined  to  attack  the 
fort  itself  by  regular  approaches  from  the  western  side, 
while  the  force  of  Levis  would  intercept  any  succor  which 
might  come  from  Fort  Edward  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  garrison  in  that  direction.     He  gave  orders  that  the 
cannon  were  to  be  disembarked  at  a  small  cove  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  fort,  and  near  this  he  placed  his  main 
camp.    He  now  sent  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  with  a  letter 
to  Monro. 

"  I  owe  it  to  humanity,"  he  said, "  to  summon  you  to  sur- 
render. At  present  I  can  restrain  the  savages  and  make 
them  observe  the  terms  of  a  capitulation,  but  I  might  not 
have  the  power  to  do  so  under  other  circumstances,  and  an 
obstinate  defence  on  your  jiart  could  only  retard  the  cap- 
ture of  the  place  a  few  days  and  endanger  the  unfortunate 
garrison,  Avhich  cannot  be  relieved  in  consequence  of  the 
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dispositions  I  have  made.  I  demand  a  decisive  answer 
>vitliiii  an  hour." 

Moil  0  replied  simply  that  he  and  his  soldiers  would  de- 
fend themselves  till  the  last. 

The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  The 
work  was  extremely  difficult,  the  ground  being  covered 
with  hard  stumps  of  trees  and  fallen  trunks.  All  night 
long  800  men  toiled  at  the  work,  while  the  guns  of  the  fort 
kept  up  a  constant  fire  of  round  shot  and  grape;  but  by 
daybreak  the  first  parallel  was  made.  The  battery  on  the 
left  was  nearly  finished,  and  one  on  the  right  begun.  The 
men  were  now  working  under  shelter,  and  the  guns  of  the 
fort  could  do  them  little  harm. 

While  the  French  soldiers  worked  the  Indians  crept  up 
through  the  fallen  trees  close  to  the  fort  and  fired  at  any 
of  the  garrison  who  might  for  a  moment  axpose  themselves. 
Sharpshooters  in  the  fort  replied  to  their  fire,  and  all  day 
the  fort  was  fringed  with  light  puffs  of  smoke,  while  the 
cannon  thundered  unceasingly.  The  next  morning  the 
French  battery  on  the  left  opened  with  eight  heavy  cannon 
and  a  mortar,  and  on  the  following  morning  the  battery  on 
the  right  joined  in  with  eleven  other  pieces. 

The  fort  only  mounted  in  all  seventeen  cannon,  for  the 
most  part  small,  and  as  some  of  them  were  upon  the  other 
faces,  the  English  fire,  although  kept  up  with  spirit,  could 
reply  but  weakly  to  that  of  the  French.  The  fort  was 
composed  of  embankments  of  gravel,  surmounted  by  a  ram- 
part of  heavy  logs  laid  in  tiers  crossing  each  other,  the  in- 
terstices filled  with  earth;  and  this  could  ill  support  the 
heavy  cannonade  to  which  it  was  exposed.  The  roar  of 
the  distant  artillery  continuing  day  after  day  was  plainly 
audible  at  Fort  Edward;  but  although  Monro  had  at  the 
commencement  of  the  attack  sent  off  several  messengers 
asking  for  reinforcements  Webb  did  not  move. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  siege  he  had  received  3,000  men 
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from  New  York,  and  by  stripping  all  the  forts  below  he 
could  have  adv^mced  with  4.500  men,  but  some  de  e  te  s 
from  he  French  told  him  that  Montcalm  had  12  OOOn  oT 
and  AVebb  considered  the  task  of  advancing  th  Ch  the' 
nterrenmg  forest  and  fields  between  him  and  Fort  Ten  rv 

dlv  it  '3T"  '-^r^'^^^^r  '"  ""'  ^'^^"^P*^^-     Undoubt- 
edly 1    ^  0  Id  have  been  a  dangerous  one,  for  tho  Indians 
pervaded  the  woods  as  far  as  Fort  Edward.     No  m  s 
ger  could  have  got  through  to  inform  Monro  of  hiT  om 
ng,  and  Montcalm  could  therefore  have  attacked  himTn 
he  march  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force.     Stili  Z.Z 

Vebbc^'Itd'  ^'T^r""''  ''^'''^  --^^  *^-  ^^ttempt 
VVebb  did  not  do  so,  but  left  Monro  to  his  fate.     He  even 

added  to  Its  certainty  by  sending  off  a  letter  to  him  telTin^ 
nm  that  he  could  do  nothing  to  assist  him,  and  "llw 
lum  to  surrender  at  OHoe.  "  luwsmg 

The  messenger  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  forest 

lid  not  int     d  f " ,'°  "°""''"'  ''""'•  '--!"«  'l-t  Webb 
l.d  not  ntend  to  advance,  was  able  to  devote  his  whole  ■! 

dijs  t,ll  the  tnghsh  rampart  was  half  battered  down  and 

mtlnee  the  latter  to  surrender.     The  old  soldier  however 

renn>„,edarmi„lmdetor„,i„ationtoholdo„teve    t  o,Z: 
ns  lK>s,t,on  was  now  absolutely  hopeless,    i'o    re,e°i 

o  t      T  rW""''"'  """'  ^^i''""  250  y.-vrd    0     he 
fort,  and  the  I„d,a„s  erept  up  almost  to  the'wall  on  thi^ 

Two  sorties  were  made-one  from   flin  fnvf  n        n 
fron,  the  intrenehed  camp,   CAZ  w  r„' ■  p,    lit  th 

crowded  witi'''^iT;!  "■••"'"*•''  "'"'  "'"  '"«''"'•■"»  ^"e 

Thrif     ,  ,  !.'"^  ^:''"""  ""'""  l''"<-«»  "•«'•"  «'  for  service 
rhoJreneh  battery  ,„  the  forcn.ost  trench  was  almost  c™t 
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pleted,  and  when  this  was  done  the  whole  of  Montcalm's 
thirty-one  cannon  and  fifteen  mortars  would  open  fire,  and 
as  a  breach  had  already  been  effected  in  the  wall,  further 
resistance  would  have  been  madness.  On  the  night  of  the 
8th  it  was  known  in  the  fort  that  a  council  of  war  would 
be  held  in  the  morning,  and  that  undoubtedly  the  fort 
would  surrender. 

James,  with  his  comjiany,  had,  after  escorting  the  cattle 
to  the  fort,  crossed  the  marsh  to  the  intrenched  camp,  as 
the  fort  was  already  crowded  with  troops.  The  company 
therefore  avoided  tlie  horrors  of  the  siege.  When  the  re- 
port circulated  that  a  surrender  would  probably  be  made 
the  next  morning  Nat  went  to  James. 

"  What  are  you  going  to  do,  captain  ?  " 

"  Do,  Nat  ?  Wliy,  I  have  nothi?ig  to  do.  If  Monro  and 
his  council  decide  to  surrender,  there  is  an  end  of  it.  You 
don't  propose  that  our  company  is  to  fight  Montcalm's 
army  alone,  do  you  ?" 

"No,  I  don't,"  Nat  said  testily;  "there  has  been  a  deal 
too  much  fighting  already.  I  understand  holding  out  till 
the  last  when  there's  a  hope  of  somebody  coming  to  relieve 
you;  but  what's  the  use  of  fighting  and  getting  a  lot  of 
your  men  killed  and  raising  the  blood  of  those  redskin 
devils  to  boiling-point  ?  If  the  colonel  had  given  up  the 
place  at  once  we  should  have  saved  a  loss  of  300  men,  and 
Montcalm  would  have  been  glad  enough  to  let  us  march 
off  to  Fort  Edward." 

"  But  probably  he  Avill  agree  to  let  us  do  that  now." 
James  said. 

"He  may  agree,"  Nat  said  contemptuously;  "but  how 
about  the  redskins  ?  Do  you  think  that  after  losing  a  lot 
of  their  braves  they  are  going  to  see  us  march  quietly  away 
and  go  home  without  a  scalp  ?  I  tell  you,  captain,  I  know 
redskin  nature,  and  as  sure  as  the  sun  rises  to-m.orrow  there 
will  be  a  massacre,  and  I  for  one  ain't  ^oing  to  lay  down 
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my  rifle  and  let  the  first  redskin  aa  f„i,  * 

scalp  tomahawk  me."  *'^''  ^  ^""^^  *^  "^^ 

"Well,  but  what  do  you  propose,  Nat.?" 

wherever  y„„  like.     While  you  are  hee      kt         '""'' 
have  done  it."        ^  '"'P«1"'»n  of  your  own  you  could 

even  if  I  could."  '         '"^  "  ""rehmg  away 

™Ied"'  'irn't  s'ee  "'  h  ''T'""l  '  '^'"  '"""  ^'"  "- 
■I  aon  t  see  as  how  it  can  be  your  dutv  tn  l,««^ 

over  your  company  to  the  French  if  vou  calet   Lm  I 
away  so  us  to  fight  for  the  king  again.''         '     """  ''''' 
W  hat  doyou  say,  Edwards  ?"  Jamesasked  his  lieutenant 
I  don  t  see  why  we  shouldn't  march  away  if  we  could  '' 
±idwards  said.     "Now  fhif +1,n  r,.«      •        ^  '^  ^e  could, 

don't  thin,  any  oneTcUdWaL^:  f^r  in  "ll"^^^  ' 

pause      '  '"""  '''""  •      ^'""''  »»ked  after  a 

plZ''t?i'''"ill"""'^''  """'^'''"  ^^  ™'J'  "there  ain't  no 
plan  at  all.    All  we  nave  got  to  do  is  to  march  quietly  down 

many  redskins  in  the  woods  that  wTy„"d  the  ni/ht  T 

i_aii(i  nic  ,ecisiuiis  altogether"  — 

^'  Very  well,  Nat,  I  will  do  it,-.  James  said ;  "  it's  „  „,„„„,, 
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but  I  think  it's  a  better  chance  tlian  staying  here,  and  if  1 
should  get  into  a  row  about  it  I  can't  help  it;  I  am  doing 
it  for  the  best." 

The  corps  were  quietly  mustered  and  marched  out  through 
the  gate  of  the  intrenchments  on  the  side  of  the  lake. 

No  questions  were  asked,  for  the  corps  had  several  times 
gone  out  on  its  own  account  and  driven  back  the  Indians 
and  French  pickets.  The  men  had  from  their  first  arri-  i 
val  at  the  fort  laid  aside  their  heavy  boots  and  taken  to 
moccasins  as  being  better  fitted  for  silent  movement  in  the 
forest.  Therefore  not  a  sound  was  heard  as  under  Nat's 
guidance  they  made  their  way  down  the  slope  into  the 
swamp.  Here  they  were  halted  for  the  moment  and  told 
to  move  with  the  greatest  care  and  silence  and  to  avoid 
snapping  a  bough  or  twig.  This,  however,  was  the  less  im- 
portant as  the  cannon  on  both  sides  were  still  firing  and 
a  constant  rattle  of  musketry  was  going  on  round  the 
fort. 

Presently  they  reached  the  point  where  the  canoes  were 
hauled  up  and  were  told  off  three  to  a  canoe. 

"Follow  my  canoe  in  single  file,"  James  said;  "not  a 
word  si  to  be  spokon,  and  remember  that  a  single  splash  of 
a  paddle  will  bring  the  redskins  down  upon  us;  likely 
enough  there  may  be  canoes  out  upon  the  lake— there  are 
sure  to  be  Indians  in  the  wood." 

"  I  don't  think  there's  much  fear,  captain,"  Nat  whis- 
pered. "There's  no  tiring  a  redskin  when  he's  out  on  the 
scout  on  his  own  account,  but  when  he's  acting  with  the 
whites  he's  just  as  lazy  as  a  hog,  and  as  they  must  bo  sure 
the  fort  can't  hold  out  many  hours  longer  they  will  be  too 
busy  feasting  and  counting  the  scalps  they  mean  to  take 
to  think  much  about  scouting  to-night." 

"  We  shall  go  very  slowly;  let  every  man  stop  paddling 
the  instant  the  canoe  ahead  of  him  stops,"  were  James's  last 
instructions  as  he  stepped  into  the  stern  of  a  canoe,  while 
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fort  and  batteries  only  sS  to  ",!  T  7""'  '™"" 
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whole  of  the  mrr  alittli    ^"--f' ""S"  'he 
the  other  boats  would  be,m  b  Zt  ^"'^"""'f  t„e,«ddie 
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dhn^  or  another  hour  and  a  ha.f  the  "Z'XtT 
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we  should  have  a  troop  of  them  on  our  trail  before  an  houi 

had  passed." 

"  There's  no  marching  through  the  forest  now,  Nat," 
James  said.  "  I  can't  see  my  own  hand  close  to  my  face.'* 
"  That's  so,  captain,  and  we'd  best  halt  till  daylight.  I 
could  make  my  way  along  easy  enougli,  but  some  of  these 
fellows  would  be  pitching  over  stumps  or  catching  their 
feet  in  a  creeper,  and  like  enough  letting  off  their  pieces  as 
they  went  down.  We  may  just  as  well  stay  where  we  are; 
they  ain't  likely  to  miss  us  even  in  the  camp,  and  sartin 
the  redskins  can't  havd  known  we  have  gone.  So  there's 
no  chance  whatever  of  pursuit,  and  there  ain't  nothing  to 
be  gained  by  making  haste." 

James  gave  the  order.  The  men  felt  about  till  each 
found  a  space  oi  ground  sufficiently  large  to  lie  down  upon, 
and  soon  all  were  asleep  except  the  two  scouts,  who  said  at 
once  that  they  would  watch  by  turns  till  daylight.  As  soon 
as  it  was  sufficiently  light  to  see  in  the  forest  the  band  were 
again  in  motion.  They  made  due  east  until  they  crossed 
the  trail  leading  from  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain  to  Fort 
Edward,  kept  on  for  another  hour,  and  then  turning  to  the 
south  made  in  the  direction  of  Albany,  for  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  approach  Fort  Edward,  round  which 
the  Indians  were  sure  to  be  scattered  thickly. 

For  the  first  two  hours  after  starting  the  distant  roar  of 
the  guns  had  gone  on  unceasingly,  then  it  suddenly  stopped. 
"  They  have  hoisted  the  white  flag,"  Edwards  said.  "  It 
is  all  over.  Thank  God,  we  are  well  out  of  it!  I  don't 
mind  fighting,  Walsham,  but  to  be  massacred  bjr  those  In- 
dians is  a  hideous  idea." 

" I  am  glad  we  are  out  of  it  too,"  James  agreed;  "but  I 

cannot  think  that  Montcalm  with  so  lar^e  a  force  of  French 

regulars  at  his  command  will  allow  those  fiendish  Indians 

to  massacre  the  prisoners." 

"  I  hope  not/'  Edwards  said.     "  It  will  be  a  disgrace  in. 
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the  Indians  the  v  ,  o„  £  V"n  '"  ""  '"'^°  "K'"'-^ 
would  bc«„  end  ul^y^^: TZT" T]  """"'"••^ 
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was  as  mnch  as  he  ,d  itdft  wnn'  1  ''''"'''''  ^"'  '' 
cult  now  that  their  blood  i  [  '"'""'™™  "■"''"r.- 

%htingandtlj  0  ti.  ■'AT'*  '"''."""''  »'  '-1 
I  am  glad  I  am  out  ofit  ev  .  i  '"f  .'"'":»■•»■  Anyhow 
had  no  right  to  leave  the  fort,  ,  k     ^'«""''«'  """'^<''  we 

™ther  Je„,eon™iSron''t  :■  n^Te'r^ofV'™'"'' 
sacred  in  cold  blood."  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  "^as- 

Jumes  agreed  witli  liim 

for!:::ig''rer"';^-;;™<;;'  '.""^  ™-h  through  the 

however,  ..o°thing"tte ^nel  tT'  ""•''™"  "r''"^ -w. 
est  on  the  evening  ofTlLl  ^'/,  """'■'^"^  '™"'  the  for- 
of  a  few  milerEL;     ''  ""^'  ""'"•*  "'  »  "-'»»« 

learnel  l^t^Ztl  """  '?"  """'^  '■»""  when  thoy 
Thocouno    of  ™    rtbof!;:T'"="°r  '""  '■"'^•"  "•"""") 
auee  was  imposs  b  e  an     r        "^"""^  """  '""'»'■•  --osist. 
out  with  a  whi      fl.  g'^o  ar™  r';;''-?'°"^'  ^"""^  «"' 
with  Montcalm     It  wa!  .?m  '  '""'  °'  s«™nder 
Aould  mareh";t  w  trthef  f  ""^  ^"«"">  t™»P= 

toFortEdward  bya  det.  j  °T',T  "'"'  ''"escorted 
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sou  wore  to  be  allowed  to  rottiiii  in  r("C'of,Miitioii  of  their 
brave  defenco.  Before  signing  the  eiipitulition  Montcalm 
summoned  the  Indian  oliiefs  before  him  and  asiced  tliem 
to  consent  to  the  conditions  and  to  restrain  tiieir  young 
braves  from  any  disorder.  They  gave  their  approval,  and 
proniised  to  maintain  order. 

The  garrison  then  evacuated  the  fort  and  marched  to 
join  their  comrades  in  the  intrenched  camp.  No  sooner 
had  tliey  moved  out  than  a  crowd  of  Indians  rushed  into 
the  fort  through  the  breach  and  embrasures  and  butchered 
all  the  wounded  who  had  been  left  behind  to  be  cared  for 
by  the  French.  Having  committed  this  atrocity  the  In- 
dians and  many  of  the  Canadians  rushed  up  to  the  in- 
trenched camp  where  the  English  were  now  collected.  The 
French  guards  who  had  been  stationed  there  did  nothing 
to  keep  them  out;  and  they  wandered  about  threatening 
and  insulting  the  terrified  women,  telling  the  men  that 
every  one  should  be  massacred,  and  plundering  the  baggage. 

Montcalm  did  his  best  by  entreaty  to  restrain  the  In- 
dians, but  he  took  no  steps  whatever  to  give  effectual  protec- 
tion to  the  prisoners,  and  that  he  did  not  do  so  will  remain 
an  ineffaceable  blot  upon  his  fame.  Seeing  the  disriosition 
of  the  redskins  he  should  have  ordered  up  all  th*  regular 
French  troops  and  marched  the  English  garrison  under 
their  protection  to  Fort  Edward  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  surrender;  and  he  should  have  allowed  the  Eng- 
lish troops  to  again  fill  their  pouches  with  cartridge,  by 
which  means  they  would  have  been  able  to  fight  in  their 
own  defence. 

The  next  morning  the  English  marched  at  daybreak. 
Seventeen  wounded  men  were  left  behind  in  the  huts,  hav- 
ing been,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  handed  over 
to  the  charge  of  a  French  surgeon,  but  as  he  was  not  there 
if,  the  morning  the  regimental  surgeon.  Miles  Whitworth, 
j-emajned  with  them  attending  to  their  wants.    The  French 
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"•■o.Ie,l  ,„„8t.  ™  '""^  '^"'"""l  wl.eu  they  wero 

"4';r::;;  t  r„tf  t:';:/""r,'  ^"'"«"  "■' '»• 

Oorno  „„d  other  Ca„,u  •!,!„«  '  "'"  1"'"^'"™  "'  '-- 

en-U  rtati„„e.I  wTth  ^  o^^":  «"  -  »' »  F,.o„oh 
whon,,„s  Whitworth  deol.l^  '"-'  sPO'-'iono  of 

l-otcot  the  «u„,W  ,„;„"'  ""  """''  '''''  '"'^'WnS  to 

"l  tl»  French  escort  th.tt  "'''";*""'  '»  "'«  "fflcera 
were  broken;  but  th  „  ,v ,  ^ '7w'  H  ""l  ^'*""'""«" 
S've  up  all  the  hag..,'\"Z     ^  "'"'  l'"  had  better 

Bnt  it  had  „„  emtX%,trlil!'1r'  '°  "Pl*"««  '^em- 
■Ji-n^;  "'<■)■  ".shod  upon  t,e'r'''''''™'»''  "'  "'"^  I-" 
and  weapons  from  men  and  „m  V""*°'""«  ™P»' ^-t^. 
'esiBted.  and  sei.in"  "  „  IrfeH'  """'"'"'"■'g  "»  who 
oarried  them  away  „r  i"rte Idl,  '«  """"f  ""''  "'""ren, 
was  made  upon  the  CfW,  °"  "■*  ^P°'-  -^  ™«h 

oohtmn,  and  eighty  of  tJmTe '?"'"•"  "*  *'""  ''™'  °'  "■» 

TI.e  Canadian  officer   dM  IT,         I"'  "'•'""•"'"'  "ay. 
the  fury  „f  the  Indians  td  tl  e '"f-"'  ""  ""■•yt°a»™ge 
detachment,  which  form'ed  t2e  a  Iv  '  "'  ""=  '^'"""li"" 

escort,  refused  any  protee  »  ,  t  "r"*"'""^  "' ''''^  ^^«''«'' 
theyhad  better  take  to  Vltr      J  "  """i- filing  them 

Montcalm  and  tie t LtlTf  ?'^^"'"  '-themselves 

«hort  of  the  only  ei^errs  ep  r«ef  r  '''r"''"'"^ 
the  French  regular  tmn„.  /      "amely,the  ordering  up  of 

a-oout  among  tiryeS'?- '"'"  ''^  ^"«''^^-    ''hey  ran 
hut  in  vain.  ^"""'«  '""'""^  ■"'P'oriug  them  to  desist^ 

andr;.?::Vb..t"  ''""^^^''  -"  "^^-^'ish  we.e  .ei~.d 

were  massaJd tTlr' Ih^^T  ^'^'■^'"^-  ^'^^ly' 

'■ies;>ot.    The  column  attempted  no 
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vcrv  l'<^w  were  armc'l  with  })iiyoiu't8.  Iltul  uiiy  r«'.siatiinco 
been  offered,  thoro  eun  ho  no  iloubt  nil  would  hiivo  been 
niussacred  by  the  Indians. 

Many  of  the  fuf?ilives  ran  back  to  the  fort  and  took  ref- 
uge there,  and  Montcalm  recovered  from  the  Indians  more 
than  four  hundred  of  those  they  had  carried  olT.  These 
were  nil  sent  under  a  strong  guard  to  Fort  Edward.  The 
greater  part  of  the  survivors  of  the  column  dispersed  into 
the  woods,  and  made  their  way  in  scattered  i)arties  to  Fort 
Edward.  Here  cannon  bad  been  fired  at  intervals  to  serve 
ns  a  guide  to  the  fugitives,  but  many  no  doubt  perished  in 
the  woods. 

On  the  morning  after  the  massacre  the  Indians  left  in  a 
body  for  Montreal,  taking  with  them  two  hundred  prison- 
ers to  be  tortureu  and  murdered  on  their  return  to  their 

villages. 

Few  events  cast  a  deeper  disgrace  on  the  arms  of  France 
than  this  massacre,  committed  in  defiance  of  tlieir  pledged 
honor  for  the  safety  of  their  prisoners,  and  in  sight  of  four 
tliousand  French  troops,  not  a  man  of  whom  was  set  in 
motion  to  prevent  it.  These  facts  are  not  taken  only  from 
Englisli  sources,  but  from  the  letters  of  French  officers, 
and  from  tic  journal  of  the  Jesuit  Roubaud,  who  was  in 
cluirge  of  the  Christianized  Indians,  who,  according  fo  his 
own  account,  were  no  less  ferocious  and  cruel  than  the  un- 
converted tribes. 

The  number  of  those  who  perished  in  the  massacre  is  un- 
certain. Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  a  colonial  ofllcer,  puts 
the  killed  and  captured  at  1,500.  A  French  writer,  whose 
work  was  pubj'  >  ed  at  Montreal,  says  that  they  were  all 
killed,  except  ^e'  ^^  h'mdrod  who  were  captured,  but  this 
is,  of  course,  a gvo H.^  v-v^gei.. tion.  General  Levis  and  Rou- 
baud, who  were  ce-i.i  ■.  .o  have  mu''^  the  best  of  the  mat- 
ter, acknowledged  tiiat  they  saw  soi^.e  fifty  corpses  scattered 
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on  the  ground,  but  this  does  nnf  iiw.i,,  i     n 

in  tiio  fort  uM.l  ..unp  '*'  ^^'"'''  '"'"•''•'••"•I 

oners  carried  „fr  to  b  •  .ortured  by  the  Ind  ^  s  Tb  ^T 
portion  of  the  o  uv.rn  ,  i  •''"'"  ^"^"'i"«-  Hie  greater 
eimn,.  fo/    ,„,"?,  ".''"'r,'^  "•""'  "'"  l"dm"»  in  ox- 

of  th„„/t„ t ™  '  i 'r^^^^^^  f'r  "•""  l'«  ™iro,-odm„„; 

publicly  i„  tho""  t  ,f  ; r^,'''','  '""  "■'■"  '"""•'<"■'=  >'l'™ 
devil  son  „  t  f  ,.|  "'"■'"-»''"''"  "'"  I"<li™s,„„r- 
thcu  tl>.  ,  Jl.  "  J   T";'"'  "■"•  ■'"'  ™""""  with  cuti„g 

-sp,.03ontt:at;m '.';:' r::ni;:?'-.'-''". 

firmed  i,y  tho  intonduat  uCt    'tiZ  ,    T°'^  "  '=™- 
Tlic  ferocity  of  f,„T„,ii,.';',,™"''  "'  "'<=  governor. 

ocuy  01  i.ie  Imliiuis  cost  t  lom  de-ir     Tlm„i,.,  i  i 
np  and  scailnod  tJio  oornam  i„  .l,„  ,      ^  '""^  ''"8 

liamllenrv     ,,.,„„    ■'f,^''"''°J"''''  "'  Fort  Wil- 

groat  „„^„.j:^::.;:,;;:i-7,^>~t>.oirvi,.,.,„,„,,„e 

the  opcratio,,  wa,  com,, ktcd         ,'^     '"  ^"°''"'  '•"•''  '""1 
tho  remains.    The  ™  ' t,  1  \       "^''uo'ion  by  tire  of 
Tr,  v,-„,.     t  it.  ^   ''""  'o'nrncd  to  Crown  Point 

by  ^>o x  'TifeT  '"r" ' ■' "'"  "'■'='»'  °'  -p^'>'»'- 

bound  b."  and  the  Fro,!  'l^''"""'""'  '''"'"'  •••'-  *»  !<« 
aceordi„gly  rotated  Z  Tu ""'  '"  ""='■■  ''■■'""^  «■•« 
those  wir„^s,  "ed  II^  w' i'?™.'™^'-'"  "-  "'^  °' 
-vages  back  to  tho  fort  odl:„a\,t::  .T"  "?"«"  "''' 
the  Prone],  troops  should  b  ,  ™,  t'  t ,  »',|7  °"'';,'  °' 
escaped  tho  massacre  ^  ^  ""'''"'"'  "'"'  '» 

incoC^-Sii.::::-^^^^^^^^^ 
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proved  of,  but  the  officer  advised  James  to  send  in  a  Avrit- 
ten  report  to  General  Webb,  and  to  march  at  once  to  Fort 
Edward  and  place  liimself  under  that  officer's  directions. 

When  he  reached  the  fort  the  fugitives  were  coming  in 
from  the  woods.  James  at  once  reported  himself  to  the 
general,  and  handed  in  liis  written  statement.  At  the  same 
time  he  gave  his  reasons  in  a  few  words  for  the  course  he 
had  taken.  AVebb  was  far  too  much  excited  by  the  news 
of  the  terrible  events  which  had  taken  place,  and  for  which, 
as  he  could  not  but  be  aware,  he  would  be  to  some  extent 
held  responsible  by  public  opinion  for  having  refused  to 
move  to  Monro's  assistance,  to  pay  much  attention  to  the 
young  officer's  statement. 

"You  were  quite  right,  sir,  quite  right  to  carry  off  your 
command,"  he  said  hastily.  «  Thank  God  there  are  so  many 
the  fewer  of  his  majestv's  troops  sacrificed!  You  will 
please  take  your  company  out  at  once  into  the  woods,  they 
are  accustomed  to  the  work,  which  is  more  than  any  of  my 
troops  here  are;  divide  them  into  four  jwrties,  and  let  them 
scour  the  forest  and  bring  in  such  of  the  fugitives  as  they 
can  find.  Let  them  take  as  much  provision  and  rum  as 
they  can  carry,  for  many  of  the  fugitives  will  be  starving." 
James  executed  his  orders,  and  during  the  next  five  days 
sent  in  a  considerable  number  of  exhausted  men,  who,  hope- 
lessly lost  in  the  woods,  must  have  perished  unless  they  had 
been  discovered  by  his  party. 

Had  Montcalm  marched  direct  upon  Fort  Edward  he 
could  doubtless  have  captured  it,  for  the  fall  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry  had  so  scared  Webb  that  he  would  probably 
have  retreated  the  moment  he  heard  the  news  of  Montcalm's 
advance,  although  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  fall  of  the 
fort  many  thousands  of  colonial  militia  had  arrived.  As 
soon,  however,  as  it  was  known  that  Montcalm  had  retired, 
the  militia,  who  were  altogether  unsupplied  with  the  means 
of  keeping  the  field,  returned  to  tiieir  homes. 
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to  take  the  offensive  bv  M^llT,  ^,"''""""«I  "'  '^e  sj.ring 
b'^en  left  on  the  rotireme.  of  T  ^'<=°"<'<'™«"-  This  haj 
rison  eommanded  hr^H     in  ,,"""'"'  '""'  "  ™''"  ff"- 

Hogers  and  Ja^es  WaLl;™'.r:co„t    "  ^'"^  "'  ^•'1>"'» 

»"<!  killed  „ta„,t  all  of  ttm  P  ^'"^'"''"'"^'■'""'ush, 

twenty  or  thirty  men  alo,,  S,  If"  n"^'"  ""'  """' 
was  a  fresh  change  of  clan,  thT  ^'  ,■  "'*»P""S;  'Iwre 
deroga  was  given  un  t.  f,!  "^P'"'''"'"  "gainst  Tieon- 
was  abont  toVe  Ld'e'  '"  "*'™'P'  "'  Louisbonrg 

pedition  shonid  not  be    eZtt  I^T  "'  "'^  '"''  "- 
and  to  General  Abererombv^r  °'"'°"  "''"'  """"ed, 

intrusted  the  oharg  „,Tht  fo  t'  '"":?'  '°  """""""O-  »^- 
Amherst  was  raisef  to  the  n,r„r       "°'°""^-     C°'°»«' 
pointed  to  command  the  expeditio  ,  frf  T'T''  "'"'  "l'- 
Louisbourg,  having  under  Cn?"  ^''S'™''  "ff'inst 
more,  Lawrence,  and  A^olfe     n  /'■'Sf,''""-G<'ne™Is  Whit- 
two  fleets  put  t;  sea-   the  ™         J    "  "'"""■  '™^  """od 
was  destined  for  U^is  ,„„.""'  ?",'^'"'  '^''■'"""  B»«oawen, 
miral  Osborne,  slilt^f 0   th?l"' v'''  ""<'  "*'""■'  >"'d«-  Ad- 
cept  the  French  fle   oi  It     \T  f,  *'""••■"""■ '»  "'ter- 
to  sail  from  ToulorLr  AmeH"        '''■""''™''  ""^-t 
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the   Mediterranean.      Hawke  drove   the   enemy's   vessels 
jishore  at  Rochefort,  and  completely  broke  up  the  expedi- 
tion.    Thus  Canada  at  the  critical  period,  when  the  Eng- 
lish were  preparing  to  strike  a  great  blow  at  her,  was  cut  ofE 
from  all  assistance  from  the  mother  country  and  left  to  her 
own  resources.     As  before,  Halifax  was  the  spot  where  the 
troops  from  the  colonies  were  to  meet  the  fleet  from  Eng- 
land and  the  troops  who  came  out  under  their  convoy,  and 
here  on  the  28th  of  May  the  whole  expedition  was  collected. 
The  colonies  had  again  been  partially  stripped  of  their 
defenders,  and   five  hundred   provincial   rangers  accom- 
panied the  regulars.    James  Walsham's  corps  was  left  for 
service  on  the  frontier,  while  the  regiments  to  which  they 
belonged  sailed  with  the  force  destined  for  the  siege  of 
Louisbourg.    This  fortress  stood  at  the  mouth  of  a  land- 
locked bay  on  the  stormy  coast  of  Cape  Breton.     Since  the 
peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  vast  sums  had  been  spent  in  re- 
pairing and  strengthening  it,  and  it  was  by  far  the  strong- 
est fortress  in  English  or  French  America. 

The  circuit  of  its  fortifications  was  more  than  a  mile  and 
a  half,  and  the  town  contained  about  four  thousand  inhab- 
itants. The  garrison  consisted  of  the  battalions  of  Artois, 
Bourgogne,  Cambis,  and  Volontaires  Etrangers,  with  two 
companies  of  artillery  and  twenty-four  of  colonial  troops, 
in  all  three  thousand  and  eighty  men  besides  officers.  In 
the  harbor  lay  five  ships  of  the  line  and  seven  frigates,  car- 
rying five  hundred  and  forty-four  guns  and  about  three 
thousand  men,  and  there  were  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
cannons  and  seventeen  mortars  mounted  on  the  ramparts 
and  outworks,  and  forty-four  in  reserve.  Of  the  outworks 
the  strongest  were  the  grand  battery  at  Light-house  Point 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  that  on  Goat  Island,  a  rocky 
islet  at  its  entrance. 

across  the  base  of  the  triangular  peninsula  on  which  the 
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town  stood.  This  front,  tAvelve  hundred  yards  in  extent, 
reached  from  the  sea  on  the  left  to  the  harbor  on  the  right, 
and  consisted  of  four  strong  bastions  with  connecting 
works.  The  best  defence  of  Louisbourg,  however,  was  tlie 
craggy  shore,  which  for  leagues  on  either  side  was  accessi- 
ble only  at  a  few  points,  and  even  there  a  landing  could 
only  be  effected  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

All  these  points  were  watched,  for  an  English  squadron 
of  nine  ships  of  war  had  been  cruising  of!  the  place,  endeav- 
oring to  prevent  supplies  from  arriving;  but  they  had  been 
so  of  i^:  I  blown  off  by  gales  that  the  French  ships  had  been 
able  to  enter,  and  on  the  2d  of  June,  when  the  English 
expedition  came  in  sight,  more  than  a  year's  supply  of  pro- 
visions was  stored  up  in  the  town. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

LOUISBOURQ   AND   TICONDEROGA. 

All  eyes  in  the  fleet  were  directed  toward  the  rocky  shore 
of  Gabarus  Bay,  a  flat  indentation  some  three  miles  across, 
its  eastern  extremity,  White  Point,  being  a  mile  to  the  west 
of  Louisbourg.  The  sea  was  rough,  and  the  white  masses 
of  surf  were  thrown  high  up  upon  the  face  of  the  rock 
along  the  coast  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

A  more  difficult  coast  on  which  to  effect  a  landing  could 
not  have  been  selected.  There  were  but  three  points  where 
boats  could  even  in  fine  weather  get  to  shore — namely. 
White  Point,  Flat  Point,  and  Fresh  Water  Cove.  To  cover 
these  the  French  had  erected  several  batteries,  and  as  soon 
as  the  English  fleet  was  in  sight  they  made  vigorous  prepa- 
rations to  repel  a  landing.  Boats  Avere  at  onc3  lowered  in 
order  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  shore.  Generals  Am- 
herst, Lawrence,  and  Wolfe  all  took  part  in  it,  and  a  num- 
ber of  naval  officers  in  their  boats  daringly  approached  the 
shore  to  almost  within  musket-shot. 

When  they  returned  in  the  afternoon  they  made  their 
reports  to  theadmiral,  and  those  rci)ortK  all  agreed  with  his 
own  opinion — namely,  that  there  was  but  little  chance  of 
success.  One  naval  captain  alone,  an  old  officer  named 
Fergusson,  advised  the  admiral  to  hold  no  council  of  war, 
but  to  take  the  responsibility  on  himself  and  to  make  the 
attempt  at  all  risks. 
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"Why,  admiral,"  ho  said,  "tho  vorv  chil.lro,,  ..f  i 
wouM  ,„„«h  ,.t  us  if  f,„  „  ,„;„,„  timTw  ,    e  ;"h 

an,™y,„„l  tI,o„«.iU,1  ,..ay.g„i„  ,vUI„.„t,a„a  ,  Jm  1 ' 

s  Id.       If  I  hava  to  stoj,  here  till  wintor  I  wo,,'t  ^o  till  I 
have  oarnod  out  my  onl..,.  nud  put  the  troops  ashore" 

In  addition  to  the  three  possible  landing-places  "Seadv 
named,  was  one  to  the  east  of  the  town  nanfed  w"  e' 

■ng  at  this  place,  while  the  army,  formed  into  three  divil 

ions  were  to  threaten  the  other  p„i„ts  and  eil^et  a     i^d    t 

at  one  or  all  of  them  if  it  should  be  found  possible         ^ 

On  the  next  day,  however,  the  3d  of  June,  the  surf  was 

was  ,  rnick  £..g„„d  a  gale,  and  the  frigate  Trent  struct  on 

shI  '  Th  """"'  '""  "■•■-r»rts  we're  nearly  bloTvno" 
shore.  The  sea  was  very  heavy,  and  the  vessels  rolled  tre 
mendously  at  their  anchors.  Most  of  the  troop  suffered 
terrib  y  rom  se,«ickness.  The  next  day  the  weatl  ,  „  .. 
mued  thick  and  stormy.  On  the  6th  there  was  fo^  Zt 
toward  noon  the  wind  went  down,  whereupon  t  ,e  1  " 

;rc:n^thtr ''  -"-  '""^^^^-  -"  "■«  ^'-^^  --^  s' 

Scarcely  had  they  done  sowhe..  the  wind  rose  again  and 

-LJie  next  day  the  fog  and  heavy  surf  continued  l)iif  in  f], . 
evening  the  sea  grew  calmer,  and  orders  were  ss'uef;  L 
troops  to  take  to  the  boats  at  two  „-cl„ek  next  m„™i  " 
rhis  was  d„ne,a„d  the  frigates  got  under  sail,  and  s  ee  ed 

iiTt:z:;T  "d  ""f" "'"  ™" "'  "-'"''"'^j »"-"' 

fire  soon  ifte;  /'  '^'{^'^T^  *'*'"  "^^  ^8"  "P""-"! 

Tile  division  under  Wolfe  consisted  of  twelve  companies 
of  Grenadiers,  with  the  Light  Infantry,  Fraser's  Ilighla"'" 
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ers,  and  the  New  England  Rangers.  Fresh  Water  Cove 
was  a  crescent-shaped  beach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  with 
rocks  at  each  end.  On  the  shore  above  lay  1,000  Frenclimcn 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ue  St.  Julicn,  with  eight  cannons 
on  swivels  planted  to  sweep  every  part  of  the  beach.  The 
intrenchments  behind  which  the  troops  were  lying  were 
covered  in  front  by  spruce  and  fir  trees  felled  and  laid  on 
the  ground  with  the  tops  outward. 

Not  a  shot  was  fired  until  the  English  boats  approached 
the  beach,  then  from  behind  the  leafy  screen  a  deadly  storm 
of  grape  and  musketry  was  poured  upon  them.  It  was  clear 
at  once  that  to  advance  would  be  destruction,  and  Wolfe 
waved  his  hand  as  a  signal  to  the  boats  to  siieer  off.  On 
the  right  of  the  line,  and  but  little  exposed  to  the  fire,  were 
three  boats  of  the  Light  Infantry  under  Lieutenants  Hop- 
kins and  Brown  and  Ensign  Grant,  who,  mistaking  the 
signal,  or  wilfully  misinterpreting  it,  dashed  for  the  shore 
directly  before  them.  It  was  a  hundred  yards  or  so  east  of 
the  beach — a  craggy  coast,  lashed  by  the  breakers,  but  shel- 
tered from  the  cannon  by  a  small  projecting  point. 

The  three  young  officers  leaped  ashore,  followed  by  their 
men.  Major  Scott,  who  commanded  the  Light  Infantry  and 
Eangers,  was  in  the  next  boat,  and  at  once  folloAved  the 
others,  putting  his  boat's  head  straight  to  the  shore.  The 
boat  was  crushed  to  pieces  against  the  rocks;  some  of  the 
men  were  drowned,  but  the  rest  scrambled  up  the  rocks 
and  joined  those  who  had  first  landed.  They  were  instantly 
attacked  by  the  French,  and  half  of  the  little  party  were 
killed  or  wounded  before  the  rest  of  the  division  could 
come  to  their  assistance. 

Some  of  the  boats  were  upset  and  others  stove  in,  but 
most  of  the  men  scrambled  ashore,  and  as  soon  as  he  landed 
Wolfe  led  them  up  the  rocks,  where  they  formed  in  com- 
pact order  and  carried  witli  tlie  bayonet  the  nearest  French 
battery.     The  other  divisions,   eeing  that  Wolfe  ]iad  ef- 
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fected  a  landing,  came  rapidly  up,  and  as  the  French  at- 
tention  was  now  distracted  by  Wolfe's  attack  on  the  left, 
Amherst  and  Lawrence  were  able  to  land  at  tlie  other  end 
of  the  beach,  and  with  their  divisions  attacked  the  French 
on  the  right.  These,  assaulted  on  both  sides,  and  fearing 
to  be  cut  off  from  tjie  town,  abandoned  their  cannon  and 
lied  into  the  woods.  Some  seventy  of  tliem  were  taken 
prisoners  and  fifty  killed.  The  rest  made  their  way 
tlirougli  the  woods  and  marshes  to  Louisbourg,  and  the 
J^rench  in  the  other  batteries  commanding  the  landing, 
places,  seeing  that  the  English  were  now  firmly  establishe'd 
on  the  shore,  also  abandoned  the  positions  and  retreated 
to  the  town. 

General  Amherst  established  the  English  camp  just  be- 
yond the  range  of  the  cannon  on  the  ramparts,  and  the 
fleet  set  to  work  to  land  guns  and  stores  at  Flat  Point 
Cove.  For  some  days  this  work  went  on;  but  so  violent 
was  the  surf  that  more  than  a  hundred  boats  were  stove 
in  in  accomplisliing  it,  and  none  of  the  siege  guns  could 
be  landed  till  the  18th.  While  the  sailors  were  so  engaged 
the  troops  were  busy  making  roads  and  throwing  up  re- 
doubts to  protect  their  position. 

AVoIfe,  with  1,^00  men,  made  his  way  right  round  the 
harbor  and  took  possession  of  the  battery  at  Lighthouse 
Point  which  the  French  had  abandoned,  planted  guns  and 
mortars  there,  and  opened  fire  on  the  battery  on  the  islet 
which  guarded  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  while  other 
batteries  were  raised  at  different  points  along  the  shore 
and  opened  fire  upon  the  French  ships.  These  replied, 
and  the  artillery  duel  went  on  night  and  day,  until,  on  the 
/ioth,  the  battery  on  the  islet  was  silenced. 

Leaving  a  portion  of  his  force  in  the  batteries  he  had 
erected,  Wolfe  returned  to  the  main  army  in  front  of  the 
town.  In  the  mean  time  Amherst  had  not  been  idle.  Day 
and  night  a  thousand  men  had  been  emplojred  making  a, 
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covered  road  across  a  swamp  to  a  liillo(.'k  less  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  ramparts.  The  labor  was  immense,  and  the 
troops  worked  knee  deep  in  mud  and  water. 

When  Wolfe  had  silencx'd  the  battery  on  the  islet  the 
way  was  open  for  the  English  fleet  to  enter  and  engage  the 
ships  and  town  from  the  harbor,  but  the  French  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  dark  and  foggy  night  and  sank  six  ships  across 
the  entrance.  On  the  l^oth  the  troops  had  made  the  road 
to  the  hillock  and  began  to  fortify  themselves  there  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  Frencli;  while  on  the  left,  toward  the 
sea,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  from  the  Princess's  Bastion, 
Wolfe,  with  a  strong  detachment,  began  to  throw  up  a  re- 
doubt. 

On  the  night  of  the  0th  of  July  600  French  troops  sallied 
out  and  attacked  this  work.  The  English,  though  fighting 
desperately,  were  for  a  time  driven  back;  but  being  rein- 
forced, they  drove  the  French  back  into  the  town.  Each 
day  the  English  lines  drew  closer  to  the  town.  The  French 
frigate  Echo,  under  cover  of  a  fog,  had  been  sent  to  Quebec 
for  aid,  but  she  was  chased  and  captured.  The  frigate 
Arethnsc,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  July,  Avas  towed 
through  the  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and 
passing  through  the  English  ships  in  a  fog  succeeded  in 
getting  away.  Only  five  vessels  of  the  French  fleet  now 
remained  in  the  harbor,  and  these  were  but  feebly  manned, 
as  2,000  of  the  officers  and  seamen  had  landed  and  were 
encamped  in  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  a  party  of  English  led  by 
Wolfe  suddenly  dashed  forward,  and  driving  back  a  com- 
pany of  French  seized  some  rising  ground  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  the  ramparts  and  began  to  intrench  them- 
selves there.  All  night  the  French  kept  up  a  furious  fire 
at  the  spot,  but  by  morning  the  English  had  completed 
their  intrenchment,  and  from  this  point  pushed  on  until 
they  had  reached  the  foot  of  the  glacis.    On  the  21st  the 
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Of  a  siKll.  J  |,c  wnid  blew  tl,c  na„u.s  i„t„  tI,o  ri.^i,,..  <,f 
two  ofher  consorts,  and  those  also  can^rht  li,-,.,  T,,!  °  ,,„ 
threo  sl„i,s  bunied  to  tho  watoi-'s  ocl..o 

J.sh  g„„s,  of  winch  a  groat  ,„m,l>or  wore  now  in  position 

u,rr;:i'r':'''7' ,";?">""""" '"y-  ^- «- '«  ^ 

Harbor,  cut  tho  cables  of  the  two  remaining  Frond,  men- 
of-war,  and  tried  to  tow  the,,,  o„t.     One    however    w, 
ag,-ound,  for  the  tide  was  low.    The  sailo,-    therefo,; 
l,or  on  firo,  and  then  towed  her  cons„,-t  ont  of  the  harbo 
an„d  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  f,.o,„  the  French  batter.W 
Iho  Fi-ench  pos.tio,,  was  now  despc-ate.   Only  fonr  ean- 
nono„thes,do  facing  tho  English  batteries  were  fit    o,- 
rv  CO.     The  n.asonry  of  tho  rampart,  was  shaken,  and 
tho  broaches  woro  almost  oon,ploto.    A  fonrth  of  tho  gar,-i- 
«,n  were  ,„  hospital,  and  tho  rest  were  worn  ont  bj  toil 
Every  honso  ,„  tho  place  was  sh.attered  by  tho  E,M.lish 
artillery,  and  there  was  no  shelter  either  for  the  troo,";  or 
he  „,hab,tants     On  the  20th  tho  last  Frond,  canno,  was 
Hleneed  and  a  broach  effected  in  tho  wall,  and  the  Frenc 
nnable  ongor  to  resist,  hnng  ont  tho  white  flag.    Tl,ey  at-' 
tcnptcd  to  obtain  favorable  conditions,  but  BLawc^and 
Amherst  insisted  npon  absolute  surrender,  and  the  French 
wholly  unable  to  resist  fnrtho,-,  accepted  the  terms.  ' 

The  d'l  ,^r'  ^"'"'^  stronghold  on  Capo  Breton. 

J  he  defence  had  been  a  most  gallant  one;  and  Drucou- 
the  governor,  although  he  could  not  save  tho  fortress  had 

Wolfo  indeed  urged  that  an  expedition  should  at  once 
bo  sent  ag,a,nst  Quebec,  bnt  Bose.awen  was  opposed  to  this 
owing  to  the  hitcness  of  tho  season,  .and  Amherst  was  to 
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slow  and  deliberate  by  nature  to  determine  suddenly  on 
the  enterprise.  lie,  however,  sailed  with  "  six  regiments 
for  Boston  to  reinforce  Abercromby  at  Lake  George.  Wolfe 
carried  out  the  orders  of  the  general  to  destroy  the  French 
settlements  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence — a  task  most  re- 
pugnant to  his  humane  nature.  After  this  hiul  been  ac- 
complished he  sailed  for  England. 

When  Amherst  had  sailed  with  his  expedition  to  the 
attack  of  Louisbourg  he  had  not  left  the  colonists  in  so 
unprotected  a  state  as  they  had  been  in  the  preceding  year. 
They  on  their  part  responded  nobly  to  the  call  from  Eng- 
land that  a  largo  force  should  be  put  in  the  field.  Tho 
home  government  had  promised  to  supply  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, tents,  and  provisions,  and  to  make  a  grant  toward  tho 
jiay  and  clothing  of  the  soldiers. 

Massachusetts,  as  usual,  responded  most  freely  and  loy- 
aVy  to  the  demand.  She  had  already  incurred  a  very  heavy 
debt  by  her  efforts  in  the  war,  and  had  supplied  2,500  men 
— a  portion  of  whom  had  gone  with  Amherst — but  she  now 
raised  7,000  more,  whom  she  paid,  maintained,  and  clothed 
out  of  her  own  resourcas,  thus  placing  in  the  field  one- 
fourth  of  her  able-bodied  men.  Connecticut  made  equal 
sacrifices,  although  less  exposed  to  danger  of  invasion; 
while  New  Hampshire  sent  out  one-third  of  her  able-bodied 
men. 

In  June  the  combined  British  and  provincial  force  under 
Abercromby  gathered  on  the  site  of  Fort  William  Henry. 
The  force  consisted  of  6,367  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
regular  army  and  9,054  colonial  troops.  Abercromby  him- 
self was  an  infirm  and  incapable  man,  who  owed  his  posi- 
tion to  political  influence.  The  real  command  was  in  the 
hands  of  Brigadier-General  Lord  Howe — a  most  energetic 
and  able  officer,  who  had  during  the  past  year  thoroughly 
studied  forest  warfare,  and  had  made  several  expeditions 
Avith  the  scouting  parties  of  Kogors  and  other  frontier 
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glitter  of  weapons,  a  fairer  siglit  was  seldom  witiiesseil. 
At  five  in  the  afternoon  they  reaeiied  Sahbiith-duy  Point, 
twenty-five  miles  down  the  lake,  where  tliey  halted  some 
time  for  the  baggage  and  artillery. 

At  eleven  o'clock  they  started  again,  and  by  daybreak 
were  nearing  the  outlet  of  the  lake.  An  advanced  party 
of  the  French  were  watching  their  movements,  and  a  de- 
tachment was  seen  near  the  shore  at  the  spot  where  the 
French  had  embarked  on  the  iirevious  year.  The  com- 
panies of  IJogers  and  James  Walsham  landed  and  drove 
them  olT,  and  by  noon  the  whole  army  was  on  shore.  The 
troops  started  in  four  columns,  but  so  dense  Avas  the  forest, 
so  obstructed  with  undergrowth,  that  they  could  scarcely 
make  their  way,  and  after  a  time  even  the  guides  became 
confused  in  the  labyrinth  of  trunks  and  boughs,  and  the 
four  columns  insensibly  drew  near  to  each  other. 

Curiously  the  French  advanced  party,  350  strong,  who 
had  tried  to  retreat,  also  became  lost  in  the  wood,  and  not 
knowing  where  the  English  were,  in  their  wanderings  again 
approached  them.  As  they  did  so  Lord  Howe,  who  with 
Major  Putnam  and  200  rangers  and  scouts  was  at  the  head 
of  the  principal  column,  suddenly  came  upon  them.  A 
skirmish  followed. 

Scarcely  had  it  begun  when  Lord  Howe  dropped  dead, 
shot  through  the  breast.  For  a  moment  something  like  a 
panic  seized  the  army,  who  believed  that  they  had  fallen 
into  an  ambush  and  that  Montcalm's  whole  force  was  upon 
them.  The  rangers,  however,  fought  steadily  until  Kogers' 
Rangers  and  the  Royal  Scouts,  who  were  out  in  front,  came 
back  and  took  the  French  in  the  rear.  Only  about  50  of 
these  escaped,  148  were  captured,  and  the  rest  killed  or 
drowned  in  endeavoring  to  cross  the  rapids. 

The  loss  of  the  English  was  small  in  numbers,  but  the 
death  of  Howe  inflicted  an  irreparable  blow  upon  the  army : 
as  Major  Mante,  who  was  present,  wrote,  "  In  Lord  Howe 
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the  soul  of  General  Abercromby's  army  seemed  to  expire 

of  his  adv.ce  neither  order  nor  .liscipline  was  observed 
jnui,.  strange  .ind  of  infatuation  ul-pod  the  p^^^ 

tu  t,on  o   an  urn.y  of  1;^..).)  men.     Aben-ron-by  seemed 
1'araly.ed  by  the  stroke  and  eoul.l  do  nothing,  urd    he 

oldiers  were  needlessly  kept  underarms  all  n^l      n      e 
^...s^  and  m  the  morning  wer^ 

g  place.     At  noon,  bowever,  Bradstreet  was  sent  out  to 
take  possession  of  the  sawmill  at  the  falls  which  Montcal 
md  abandoned  the  evening  before.    liradstreet  rebuilt  tl"e 

vo  bndges  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  ene    y  ^u 
l.e  army  then  advanced  and  in  the  evening  oc'p  ni 
deserted  encampment  of  the  French 

Montcihn  had  for  some  days  been  indecisive  as  to  his 
course.     II.  force  was  little  more  than  a  fourth  of  that 

torm  w;°^  r     '''  '"^  '''  ^""^  ^^-^  ^--  -vare  o 
he  storm  which  was  preparing  ngainst  him.     Vaudreuil 

l.e  governor,  had  at  first  intended  to  send  a  body  o  cl  n 
;  mns  and  Indians  under  General  Levis  down  the  valley  of 
the  Mohawk  to  create  a  diversion  but  this  schem  had 
been  abandoned,  and  instead  of  sending  Levis  with  his 
command  to  the  assistance  of  Montcalm  he  had  kerth  m 
doing  nothing  at  Montreal.     Ju.t  about  the  ho  fr  Lord 

owe  ^.ls  killed  Montcalm  fell  back  with  his  force  from 

rseof'n'     "-''"r"'  '''''''''''  '^  make  a  stand  ,^ 
Thelf      "  f  "/"«»l^-^  -l>ich  Ticonderoga  stands. 
The  outline  of  the  works  had  already  been  traced  and 
the  soldiers  of   the  battalion  of  Berry  had   ma<Ie  some 
progress  in  constructing  them.    At  daybreak,  jus  Ab" 
cromby  was  drawincj  his  troops  bnoi.  L  the  ll-v        \ 
Alontelm'a  whole  a„„y  set  to  work.     Thousands  of  f -eea 
were  hewn  down  and  the  trunks  pih-d  one  upon  another 
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SO  as  to  form  a  niiissive  breastwork.  The  line  followed  the 
top  of  the  ridge  with  many  zigzags,  so  that  the  whole  front 
conld  be  swept  by  a  fire  of  musketry  and  grape. 

The  log  wall  was  eight  or  nine  feet  high  and  the  upper 
tier  was  formed  of  single  logs  in  which  notches  were  cut 
to  serve  as  loopholes.  The  whole  space  in  front  was  cleared 
of  trees  for  the  distance  of  a  musket-shot,  the  trees  being 
felled  so  that  their  to2>s  turned  outward,  forming  an  almost 
impenetrable  obstacle,  while  immediately  in  front  of  the 
log  wall  the  ground  was  covered  with  heavy  boughs  over- 
lappi)ig  and  interlaced,  their  points  being  sharpened.  This 
position  was  in  fact  absolutely  impregnable  against  an  at- 
tack in  front  by  infantry. 

It  was  true  that  Abercromby  might  have  brought  up  his 
artillery  and  battered  down  the  breastwork,  or  he  might 
have  planted  a  battery  on  the  heights  which  commanded 
the  position,  or  he  might  have  marched  a  portion  of  his 
army  through  the  woods  and  placed  them  on  the  road  be- 
tween Ticondoroga  iind  Crown  Point,  and  so  have  cut  off 
the  whole  French  army  and  forced  them  to  surrender,  for 
they  had  but  eight  days'  provisions.  But  Howe  was  dead, 
there  was  no  longer  leading  or  generalship,  and  Abercromby, 
leaving  his  cannon  behind  him,  marched  his  army  to  make 
a  direct  attack  on  the  French  intrenchment. 

In  the  course  of  the  night  Levis,  with  400  of  his  men, 
arrived,  and  the  French  were  in  readiness  for  the  attack. 
The  battalions  of  La  Sarre  and  Languedoc  were  posted  on 
the  left  under  Bourlamaque,  Berry  and  Royal  Roussillon  in 
the  centre  under  Montcalm,  La  Reine,  Beam,  and  Guienne 
on  the  right  under  Levis.  A  detachment  of  volunteers  oc- 
cupied the  low  ground  between  the  breastwork  and  outlet 
of  Lake  George,  while  450  Canadian  troops  held  an  abattis 
on  the  side  toward  Lake  Champlain,  where  thev  were  cov- 
ered by  the  guns  of  the  fort. 

Until  noon  the  French  worked  unceasingly  to  strengthen 
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their  position,  thou  a  heavy  fire  broke  out  in  front  as  the 
rangers  and  light  infantry  drove  in  their  pickets.  As  soon 
as  the  English  issued  from  the  wood  they  opened  fire,  and 
then  the  regulars,  formed  in  columns  of  attack,  pushed  for- 
ward  across  the  rough  ground  with  its  maze  of  fallen  trees. 
They  could  see  the  top  of  the  breastwork  but  not  the 
men  behind  it,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  fairly  entangled  in 
the  trees  a  terrific  fire  opened  upon  them.  The  English 
pushed  up  close  to  the  breastwork,  but  they  could  not  pass 
the  bristling  mass  of  sharpened  branches  which  were  swept 
by  a  terrific  cross-fire  from  the  intrenchment.  After  striv- 
ing for  an  hour  they  fell  back.  Abercromby,  who  had  re- 
mained at  the  mill  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear,  sent  orders 
for  them  to  attack  again. 

Never  did  the  English  fight  with  greater  bravery.  Six 
times  did  they  advance  to  the  attack,  but  the  task  set  them 
was  impossible.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  two  English  col- 
umns made  an  assault  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  French, 
and  although  Montcalm  liastened  to  the  spot  with  his  re- 
serves they  nearly  succeeded  in  breaking  through,  hewing 
their  way  right  to  the  very  foot  of  the  breastwork,  and  re- 
newing  the  attack  over  and  over  again,  the  Highland  regi- 
ment, which  led  the  column,  fighting  with  desperate  valor, 
and  not  retiring  until  its  major  and  twenty-five  of  the  offi- 
cers were  killed  or  wounded  and  half  the  'men  had  fallen 
under  the  deadly  fire. 

At  six  o'clock  another  desperate  attempt  was  made,  but 
in  vain;  then  the  regulars  fell  back  in  disorder,  but  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  t^-e  provincials  and  rangers  kept  up  a 
fire  while  their  comrades  removed  the  wounded.  Aber- 
cromby had  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  1,944  offi- 
cers and  men,  while  the  loss  of  the  French  was^aTT. 

Even  now  Abercromby  might  have  retrieved  his  repulse, 
for  with  13,000  men  still  remaining  against  3,300  un- 
wounded  Frenchmen  he  could  still  have  easily  forced  them 
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to  surrender  by  planting  cannons  on  the  heights  or  by  cut- 
ting oir  their  eoniniunieation  and  food,  lie  did  neither,  but 
at  daybreak  rc-enibarked  liis  army  and  retired  with  all 
speed  down  the  lake. 

Montcalm  soon  received  large  reinforcements  and  sent 
out  scouting  parties.  One  of  these  caught  a  party  com- 
manded by  Captain  Kogers  in  an  ambush,  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  such  heavy  loss  that  from  that  time  few 
scouting  parties  were  sent  out  from  Ticonderoga.  In  Oc- 
tober, Montcalm  with  the  main  portion  of  his  army  retired 
for  the  winter  to  Montreal,  while  the  English  fell  back  to 
Albany. 

While  Abercromby  was  lying  inactive  at  the  head  of  Lake 
George,  Brigadier-General  Forbes  had  advanced  from  Vir- 
ginia against  Fort  Duquesne,  and  after  immense  labor  and 
hardships  succeeded  in  arriving  at  the  fort,  which  the  • 
French  evacuated  at  his  approach,  having  burnt  the  bar- 
racks and  store-houses  and  blown  up  the  fortifications.  A 
stockade  was  formed  and  a  fort  afterward  built  there;  this 
was  called  Fort  Pitt  and  the  place  itself  Pittsburg.  A 
small  garrison  was  left  there,  and  the  army,  after  having 
collected  and  buried  the  bones  of  Braddock's  men,  retired 
to  Virginia. 

The  general,  who,  though  suffering  terribly  from  disease, 
had  steadfastly  carried  out  the  enterprise  in  the  face  of 
enoimous  difficulties,  died  shortly  after  the  force  returned 
to  the  settlements.     Another  successful  enterprise  during 
the  autumn  had  been  the  capture  of  Fort  Frontenac,  and 
tlie  gaming  of  a  foothold  by  the  English  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Thus  the  campaign  of  1758  was  on  the  whole  disastrous  to 
the  French;  they  had  held  their  own  triumphantly  at  Ti- 
conderoga, but  they  had  lost  their  great  fortress  of  Louis- 
bourg^  their  right  had  been  forced  back  by  the  capture  of 
Fort  Dnquesne,  and  tiicir  line  of  communication  cut  by 
the  destruction  of  Fort  Frontenac. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 

Ix  the  following  spring  tlio  French  prepared  to  resist 
the  serious  attack  whicli  tliey  expected  would  be  made  by 
WMy  of  Lake  Champlain  and  Ontario,  but  a  greater  danger 
was  threatening  them,  for  in  tlie  midst  of  their  prepara- 
tions the  news  arrived  from  France  that  a  groat  fleet  was 
on  Its  way  from  England  to  attack  Quobec.    The  town  was 
laled  with  consternation  and  surprise,  for  the  Canadians 
had  believed  that  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was 
too  difficult  and  dangerous  for  any  hostile  fleet  to  attempt 
iheir  spirits  rose,  however,  when  a  few  days  later  a  fleet 
ot  twenty-three  ships  ladened  with  supplies  from  France 
sailed  up  the  river. 

A  day  or  two  later  the  British  'fleet  was  at  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  whole  forces  of  the  colony  except 
three  battalions  posted  at  Ticonderoga  and  a  strong  de- 
tachment placed  so  as  to  resist  any  hostile  movement  from 
Lake  Ontario,  were  mustered  at  Quebec.  Here  were  gath- 
ered five  French  battalions,  the  whole  of  the  Canadian 
troops  and  militia,  and  upward  of  a  thousand  Indians,  in 
all  amounting  to  more  .than  sixteen  thousand. 

Tlie  position  was  an  extremely  strong  one,  the  main  force 
was  encamped  on  tlie  liigh  ground  bel.w  Quebec  with  their 
nght  resting  on  the  St.  Charles  River,  and  tlie  lefc  on  the 
Montmorcnci,  a  distance  of  between  seven  and  ei^^ht  miles 
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The  front  was  covered  by  steep  ground  wliicli  rose  nearly 
from  the  edge  of  tlio  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  riglit  was  cov- 
ered by  the  guns  of  the  citadel  of  Quebec. 

A  boom  of  logs  chained  together  was  laid  across  tlie 
mouth  of  the  St.  Charles,  which  was  further  guarded  by 
two  hulks  mounted  with  cannon.  A  bridge  of  boats  crossing 
the  river  a  mile  higher  up  connected  the  city  with  the 
camp.  All  the  gates  of  Quebec  except  that  of  St.  Charles, 
which  faced  the  bridge,  were  closed  and  barricaded.  A 
hundred  and  six  cannon  were  mounted  on  the  walls,  while 
a  floating-battery  of  twelve  heavy  pieces,  a  number  of  gun- 
boats, and  eight  fire-ships  forined  the  river  defences. 

Tlie  frigates  which  had  convoyed  the  merchant  fleet  were 
taken  higher  np  the  river,  and  a  thousand  of  their  seamen 
came  down  from  Quebec  to  man  the  batteries  an,d  gun- 
boats. Against  this  force  of  sixteen  thousand  men  posted 
i^ehh'.d  defensive  works,  on  a  position  almost  impregnable 
by  jMiture,  General  Wolfe  was  bringing  less  than  nine 
thousand  troops.  The  steep  and  lofty  heights  that  lined 
the  river  rendered  the  cannon  of  the  ships  useless  to  him, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  fleet  in  such  narrow  and  difficult 
navigation  prevented  the  sailors  being  landed  to  assist  the 
troops. 

A  large  portion  of  Montcalm's  army  indeed  consisted  of 
Canadians,  who  were  of  little  use  in  the  open  field,  but 
could  be  trusted  to  fight  well  behind  intrenchments.    Wolfe 
was  unfortunately  in  extremely  bad  health  when  he  was 
selected  by  Pitt  to  command  the  expedition  against  Quebec, 
but  under  him  were  Brigadier-Generals  Monckton,  Town- 
shend,  and  Murray,  all  good  officers.     The  fleet  consisted  of 
twenty-two  ships  of  war  with  frigates  and  sloops,  and  a 
great  number  of  transports.     It  was  at  first  divided  into 
three  squadrons;   that  under  Admiral  Durell  sailed  direct 
for  the  St.  Lawrence  to  intercept  the  ships  from  France, 
but  arrived  at  its  destination  a  few  days  too  late.    That  of 
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Admiral  Holmes  sailed  for  New  York  to  take  on  board  a 
portion  of  the  army  of  Amherst  and  Abercromby;  that  of 
Admiral  Saunders  sailed  to  Louisbourg,  but  finding  the 
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entrance  blocked  with  ice  went  on  to  Halifax,  wliere  it 
was  joined  by  the  squadron  with  the  troops  from  New 
York.  They  then  sailed  again  to  Louisbourg,  where  they 
remained  until  the  6th  of  June,  1759,  and  then  joined 
JJurell  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Wolfe's  force  had  been  intended  to  be  larger,  and  should 
have  amounted  to  fourteen  thousand  men;  but  some  regi- 
ments  which  were  to  have  joined  him  from  the  A\^est  Indies 
were,  at  the  last  moment,  countermanded,  and  Amherst 
who  no  doubt  felt  some  jealousy  at  the  command  of  this 
important  expedition  being  given  to  an  officer  who  had 
served  under  his  orders  at  the  taking  of  Louisbourg,  sent 
a  smaller  contingent  of  troops  than  had  been  expected. 

Among  the  regiments  which  sailed  was  that  of  James 
Walsham.  After  the  fight  at  Ticonderoga,  in  which  up- 
ward  of  half  of  his  force  had  fallen,  the  little  corps  had 
been  broken  up,  and  the  men  had  returned  to  duty  with 
their  regiments.  Owing  to  the  number  of  officers  who  had 
follen,  James  now  stood  high  on  the  list  of  lieutenants. 
He  had  had  enough  of  scouting,  and  was  glad  to  return  to 
the  regiment,  his  principal  regret  being  that  he  had  to 
part  from  his  two  trusty  scouts. 

There  was  great  joy  in  the  regiment  when  the  news  was 
received  that  they  were  to  go  with  the  expedition  against 
Quebec.  They  had  formed  part  of  Wolfe's  division  at 
Louisbourg,  and  like  all  who  had  served  with  him,  regarded 
with  enthusiasm  and  confidence  the  leader  whose  frail  body 
soemc^d  wholly  incapable  of  sustaining  fatigue  or  hardship 
but  whose  indomitable  spirit  and  courage  placed  him  ever 
in  the  front,  and  set  an  example  which  the  bravest  of  his 
followers  were  proud  to  imitate. 

From  time  to  time  James  had  received  letters  from  home 
Communication  was  irregular;  but  his  mother  and  Mr. 
Wilks  vvioLu  frequently,  and  sometimes  he  received  half  a 
dozen  letters  at  once.    He  had  now  been  absent  from  home 
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fur  four  years,  and  his  mother  told  him  that  he  would 
scarcely  recognize  Aggie,  who  was  now  as  tall  as  herself. 
Mrs.  Walsham  said  that  the  girl  was  almost  as  interested 
as  she  was  in  his  letters,  and  in  the  dispatches  from  the 
war,  in  Avhicli  his  name  had  several  times  been  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  services  rendered  by  his  scouts. 

Richard  Ilorton  had  twice,  during  James's  absence,  re- 
turned hoine.  The  squire,  Mrs.  Walsham  said,  had  received 
him  very  coolly  in  consequence  of  the  letter  he  had  written 
when  Jamep.  Avas  pressed  as  a  seaman,  and  she  said  that 
Aggie  seemed  to  have  taken  a  great  objection  to  him.  She 
wondered  indeed  that  he  could  stay  an  hour  in  the  house 
after  his  reception  there;  but  he  seemed  as  if  ho  didn't 
notice  it,  and  took  especial  pains  to  try  and  overcome 
Aggie's  feeling  against  him. 

While  waiting  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Admiral 
Durell  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  pilots  to  take  the  fleet 
up  the  river.  He  had  sailed  up  the  river  to  the  point 
where  the  difficult  navigation  began,  and  where  vessels 
generally  took  on  board  river  pilots.  Here  he  hoisted  the 
French  flag  at  the  mast-head,  and  the  pilots,  believing  the 
ships  to  be  a  French  squadron  which  had  eluded  the  watch 
of  the  English,  came  off  in  their  boats  and  were  all  taken 
prisoners,  and  forced  under  i)ain  of  death  to  take  the  Eng- 
lish vessels  safely  up.  The  first  difficulty  of  the  passage 
was  at  Cape  Tourmente,  where  the  channel  describes*a 
complete  zigzag. 

Had  the  French  plai  ted  some  guns  on  a  plateau  high 
up  on  the  side  of  the  mountains  they  could  have  done 
great  damage  by  a  plunging  fire;  but  Vaudreuil  had  ne- 
glected to  take  this  measure,  and  the  fleet  passed  up  in 
safety,  the  manner  in  which  they  were  handled  and  navi- 
gated astonishing  the  Canadians,  who  had  believed  it  to  be 
impossible  that  large  ships  could  bo  taken  up.  On  the  2Gth 
the  whole  fleet  were  anchored  off  the  Island  of  Orleans,  a 
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few  miles  below  Quebec.  The  Siime  night  u  small  party 
landed  on  the  island.  They  were  oi)posed  by  the  armed 
inhabitants,  but  beat  them  ofF,  and  during  the  niglit  tho 
Canadians  ciossed  to  the  north  shore.  Tlie  whole  army 
then  landed. 

From  tho  end  of  the  island  Wolfe  could  see  the  full 
strength  of  tho  position  which  he  had  come  to  attack. 
Three  or  four  miles  in  front  of  him  the  town  of  Quebec 
stood   upon  its  elevated  rock.     Beyond  rose  tho  loftier 
heiglit  of  Cape  Diamond  with  its  redoubts  and  parapets. 
Three  great  batteries  looked  threateningly  from  the  upper 
rock  of  Quebec,  while  three  others  were  placed  near  the 
edge  of  the  water  in  tho  lower  town.    On  the  right  was  tho 
great  camp  of  Montcaljn,  stretching  from  the  St.  Charles  at 
the  foot  of  the  city  walls  to  the  gorge  of  the  Montmorenci. 
From  the  latter  point  to  the  village  of  Beauport  in  the 
centre  of  the  camp  the  front  was  covered  with  earthworks 
along  the  brink  of  a  lofty  height,  and  from  Beauport  to 
the  St.  Charles  were  broad  flats  of  mud  swept  by  the  fire 
of  redoubts  and  intrenchments,  by  the  guns  of  a  floating, 
battery,  and  by  tliose  of  the  city  itself.     Wolfe  could  not 
see  beyond  Quebec,  but  above  the  city  the  position  was 
even  stronger  than  below.    The  river  was  walled  by  a  range 
of  steeps  often  inaccessible,  and  always  so  difficult  that  a 
few  men  could  hold  an  army  in  check. 

Montcalm  was  perfectly  confident  of  his  ability  to  resist 
any  attack  which  the  British  might  make.  Bougainville 
had  long  before  examined  the  position  in  view  of  the  possi- 
bility of  an  English  expedition  against  it,  and  reported 
that  with  a  few  intrenchments  the  city  would  be  safe  if 
defended  by  three  or  four  thousand  men.  Sixteen  thousand 
were  now  gathered  there,  and  Montcalm  might  well  believe 
the  position  to  be  impregnable. 

He  was  determined  to  run  no  risk  by  advancing  to  give 
battle,  but  to  remain  upon  the  defensive  till  the  resources 
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of  the  English  were  exhausted,  or  till  the  approach  of  win- 
ter forced  them  to  retire.  His  only  source  of  uneasiness 
lay  in  the  south,  for  he  feared  that  Amherst  with  his  army 
might  capture  Ticondcroga  and  advance  into  the  colony, 
in  which  case  he  must  weaken  his  army  by  sending  a  force 
to  oppose  him. 

On  the  day  after  the  army  landed  on  the  island  a  sudden 
and  very  violent  squall  drove  several  of  the  ships  ashore 
and  destroyed  many  of  the  Hat-boats.  On  the  following 
night  the  sentries  at  the  end  of  the  island  saw  some  vessels 
coming  down  the  river.  Suddenly  these  burst  into  flames. 
They  were  the  fire-ships  which  Vaudreuil  had  sent  down 
to  destroy  the  fleet.  They  were  filled  with  i)itch,  tar,  and 
all  sorts  of  combustibles,  with  shell  and  grenades  mixed  up 
with  them,  while  on  th^ir  decks  were  a  number  of  cannon 
crammed  to  the  mouth  ivith  grape-shot  and  musket-balls. 

Fortunately  for  the  English  the  French  naval  oflicer  in 
comman.l  lost  his  nerve,  and  set  fire  to  his  ship  half  an 
hour  too  soon,  the  other  captains  following  his  example. 
This  gave  the  English  time  to  recover  from  the  first  feel- 
ing of  consternation  at  seeing  the  fire-ships,  each  a  pillar 
of  flame,  advancing  Avith  tremendous  explosion  and  noise 
against  them.  The  troops  at  once  got  under  arms  lest  the 
French  should  attack  them,  while  the  vessels  lowered  tlieir 
boats,  and  the  sailors  rowed  up  to  meet  the  fire-ships.  When 
they  nearcd  them  they  threw  grapnels  on  board,  and  towed 
them  toward  land  until  they  were  stranded,  and  then  left 
them  to  burn  out  undisturbed. 

Finding  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  efi'eot  a  landing 
under  the  fire  of  the  French  guns,  Wolfe  determined  as  a 
first  step  to  seize  the  height  of  Point  Levi  oi^posite  Quebec. 
From  this  point  he  could  fire  on  the  town  across  the  St. 
Lawrence,  which  is  here  less  tiian  a  mile  wide.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  39th  Monckton's  brigade  crossed  in  the 
lioats  to  Beaumont  on  the  south  shore.     His   advanced 
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guard  Iiiid  a  skirniisli  with  a  party  of  Canadians,  but  these 
soon  fell  back,  and  no  farther  opposition  was  offered  to 
the  hmdiiifj. 

In  the  morning  a  proclamation  issued  by  Wolfe  wiis 
posted  on  the  doors  of  the  parish  c^nirches.  It  called  upon 
the  Canadians  to  stand  ncutnd  in  the  contest,  promisin;,' 
them,  if  they  did  so,  full  protection  to  their  property  iind 
religion;  but  threatening  tliat  if  tJiey  resisted,  th"ir  houses, 
goods,  and  harvest  should  be  destroyed,  and  their  churches 
sacked. 

The  brigade  marched  along  the  river  to  Point  Levi  and 
drove  off  a  body  of  French  and  Indians  posted  there,  and 
the  next  morning  began  to  throw  up  intrenchnients  and  to 
form  batteries.  Wolfe  did  not  exjject  that  his  guns  here 
could  do  any  serious  damage  to  the  fortifications  of  Quebec. 
His  object  was  partly  to  discourage  the  inhabitants  cf  the 
city  exposed  to  his  fire,  partly  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  his 
own  troops  by  setting  them  to  work. 

The  guns  of  Quebec  kept  up  a  continual  fire  against  the 
working  parties,  but  the  batteries  continued  to  rise,  and 
the  citizens,  alarmed  at  the  destruction  which  threatened 
their  houses,  asked  the  governor  to  allow  them  to  cross  the 
river  and  dislodge  the  English.  Although  lie  had  no  be- 
lief that  they  would  succeed  ho  thought  it  better  to  allow 
them  to  try.  Accordingly  some  fifteen  hundred  armed 
citizens  and  Canadians  from  the  camp,  with  a  few  Indians, 
and  a  hundred  volunteers  from  the  regulars,  marched  up 
the  river  and  crossed  on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  July. 

The  courage  of  the  citizens  evaporated  very  quickly  now 
they  were  on  the  same  side  of  the  river  as  the  English, 
although  still  three  miles  from  them.  In  a  short  time  a 
wild  panic  seized  them.  They  rushed  back  in  extreme 
disorder  to  their  boats,  crossed  the  river,  and  returned  to 
Quebec.  The  English  guns  soon  opened  and  carried  de- 
struction into  the  city.    In  one  day  eighteen  houses  and 
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the  nahedral  ;yere  burned  by  exploding  .shells,  and  the 
citizens  soon  abandoned  their  lmn.es  and  lle.l  into  the 
country. 

The  destrur^tion  of  the  city,  however,  even  if  co.nplet-, 
would  have  advanced  Wolfe's  plans  but  little.     It  was  u 
i"..ral  blow  at  the  enen.y.  but  nothing  more.     On  the  8th 
of  July  several  frigates  took  their  station  before  the  camp 
of  Genera  Levis,  who,  witi,  hisdivi.ion  of  Canadian  militia, 
occui.,ed  the  heights  along  the  St.  Lawrence  ne.M  to  the 
gorge  of  Montmorenoi.     Here  they  opened  fire  with  shell 
and  cont.nued  it  till  nightfall.     Owing  to  the  height  of 
the  plateau  on  which  the  camp  was  situated  they  did  but 
ittio  damage,  but  the  intention  of  Wolfe  was  simply  to 
iceep  the-enemy  occupied  and  under  arms. 

Toward  evening  the  troops  on  the  island  broke  up  their 
camp,  and,  leaving  a  detachment  of  marines  to  hold  the 
post  the  brigades  of  Townshend  and  Murrav,  three  thou- 
sand  strong,  embarked  after  nightfall  in  thj  boats  of  the 
fleet  and  landed  a  little  below  the  Munuiuu  nei.  At  day- 
break they  climbed  the  heights,  and,  routing  a  body  of 
Canadians  and  Indians  who  opposed  them,  gained  the 
plateau  and  began  to  intrench  themselves  there. 

A  company  of  rangers  supported  by  the  regulars  was 
sent  into  the  neighboring  forests  to  prevent  the  parties 
from  cutting  bushes  for  the  fascines,  to  explore  the  bank 
of  the  Montmorenci,  .md  if  possible  to  discover  a  tmf 
across  the  river.  Levis  with  his  aide-de-camp,  a  Jaco],ite 
SCO  chman  named  Johnston,  was  watching  the  movements 
of  Wolfe  from  the  heights  above  the  gorge.  Levis  believed 
that  no  ford  existed,  but  Johnston  found  a  man  who  had 
only  that  morning  crossed. 

A  detachment  was  at  once  sent  to  the  place  with  orders 
to  Mitrcnch  themselves,  and  Levis  posted  eleveu  hundred 
Canaraans  under  Kepentigny  dose  by  in  support.     Four 

hundred  Indians  passed  the  ford  and  discovered  the  Ens- 
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lish  tietachniont  in  the  forest,  and  Langlade,  their  com- 
mander, reerossed  the  river  and  told  Repentigny  that  there 
was  a  body  of  English  in  the  forest  who  might  be  destroyed 
if  ho  Avould  cross  at  once  with  his  Canadians.  Repentigny 
sent  to  Levis,  and  Levis  to  Vaiidreuil,  then  three  or  four 
miles  distant. 

Before  Vaudreuil  arrived  on  the  spot  the  Indians  became 
impatient  and  attacked  the  rangers,  and  drove  them  back 
with  loss  upon  the  regulars,  who  stood  their  ground  and 
repulsed  the  assailants;  the  Indians,  however,  carried 
thirty-six  scalps  across  the  ford.  If  Repentigny  had  ad- 
vanced when  first  called  upon,  and  had  been  followed  by 
Levis  with  his  whole  command,  the  English  might  have 
suffered  a  very  severe  check,  for  the  Canadians  were  as 
much  superior  to  the  regulars  in  the  forest,  as  the  regulars 
to  the  Canadians  in  the  open. 

Vaudreuil  called  a  council  of  war,  but  he  and  Montcalm 
agreed  not  to  attack  the  English,  who  were,  on  their  part, 
powerless  to  injure  them.  Wolfe's  position  on  the  heights 
was  indeed  a  dangerous  one.  A  third  of  his  force  was  six 
miles  away,  on  the  other  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
detachment  on  the  island  was  separated  from  each  by  a 
wide  arm  of  the  river.  Any  of  the  three  were  liable  to  be 
attacked  and  overpowered  before  the  others  could  come  to 
its  assistance. 

Wolfe,  indeed,  was  soon  well  intrenched,  but  although 
safe  against  attack  he  was  powerless  to  take  the  offensive. 
The  fact,  however,  that  he  had  taken  up  his  position  so 
near  their  camp  had  discomfited  the  Canadians,  and  his 
battery  played  with  considerable  effect  on  the  left  of  their 
camp.  The  time  passed  slowly.  The  deep  and  impassable 
gulf  of  the  Montmorenci  separated  the  two  enemies,  but 
the  crests  of  the  opposite  cliffs  were  within  easy  gunshot 
of  each  other,  and  men  who  showed  themselves  near  th^ 
edge  ran  a  strong  chance  of  being  hit, 
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Along  the  river  from  the  Montmorenci  to  Point  Levi 
.        con fcmued  fighting  went  on  between  tlie  guns  of  the  frigates 
and  the  gun-boats  and  butteries  on  sliure.     The  Indians 
swarmed  in  the  forest  near  the  English  camp  and  constant 
skirmishing  wont  on  between  tliem  and  the  rangers.     The 
steady  work  of  destruction  going  on  in  the  city  of  Quebec 
by  the  fire  from  Point  Levi  and  the  coaseloss^annonade 
Jvept  up  by  the  ships  and  Wolfe's  batteries,  added  to  the 
inactivity  to  which  they  were  condemned,  began  to  dispirit 
the  Canadian  militia,  and  many  desertions  took  place,  the 
men  being  anxious  to  return  to  tlieir  villages  and  look  after 
the  crops;  and  many  more  wonld  liave  deserted  had  it  not 
been  for  the  persuasion  of  the  priests  and  the  fear  of  being 
maltreated  by  the  Lidians,  wliom  the  governor  threatened 
to  let  oose  upon  any  who  should  waver  in  their  resistance. 
On  the  IStli  of  July  a  fresh  move  was  made  by  the  Eng- 
ish.     Ihe  French  had  believed  it  impossible  for  any  hos- 
tile ships  to  pass  the  batteries  of  Quebec ;  but,  covered  by  a 
furious  caimonade  from  Point  Levi,  tlie  man-of-war  SufL 
land,  with  ii  frigate  and  several  small  vessels,  aided  by  a 
favoring  wind,  ran  up  the  river  at  night  and  passed  above 
thetoAvn.    Montcalm  at  once  dispatched  six  hundred  men 
under  Dumas  to  defend  the  accessible  points  in  the  line  of 
precipices  above  Quebec,  and  on  tlie  following  day,  when 
It  became  known  that  the  Englisli  had  draggd  a  fleet  of 
boats  over  Point  Levi,  and  had  launched  them  above  the 
,  town,  a  reinforcement  of  several  hundreds  more  was  sent 
to  Dumas. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  Colonel  Carleton  with  six  hun- 
dred men  rowed  eigliteen  miles  up  the  river  and  landed  at 
Pointe-aux-Trembles  on  the  north  shore.  Here  many  of 
he  fugitives  from  Quebec  had  taken  refuge,  and  a  iiundred 
vomen,  children,  and  old  men.  were  taken  prisoners  by 
Carleton  and  brought  down  the  next  day  with  the  retiring 
force.     Wolfe  entertained  the  prisoners  kindly,  and  sent 
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them  oil  the  following  day  with  a  flag  of  truco  into  Quebec. 
On  the  night  of  the  28th  the  French  inude  another  at- 
tempt to  burn  the  English  fleet,  sending  down  a  large 
number  of  schooners,  shallops,  and  rafts  chained  together 
and  filled  as  before  with  combustibles. 

This  time  the  fire  was  not  applied  too  soon,  and  the 
English  fleet  was  for  .-ome  time  in  great  danger,  but  was 
again  saved  by  the  sailors,  who,  in  spite  of  the  storm  of 
missiles  vomited  out  by  cannon,  swivels,  grenades,  shell, 
and  gun  and  pistol  barrels  loaded  up  to  the  muzzle,  grap- 
pled with  the  burning  mass  and  towed  it  on  shore. 

It  was  now  the  end  of  July,  and  Wolfe  was  no  nearer 
taking  Quebec  than  upon  the  day  when  he  first  landed 
there.  In  vain  he  had  tempted  Montcalm  to  attack  him. 
The  French  general,  confident  in  the  strength  of  his  posi- 
tion, refused  to  leave  it.  Wolfe  therefore  determined  to 
attack  the  camp  in  front.  The  plan  was  a  desperate  one, 
for  after  leaving  troops  enough  to  hold  his  two  camps  he 
had  less  than  five  thousand  men  to  attack  a  position  of 
commanding  strength,  where  Montcalm  could  at  an  hour's 
notice  collect  twice  as  many  to  oppose  him. 

At  a  spot  about  a  mile  above  the  gorge  of  the  Mont- 
morenci  a  flat  strip  of  ground  some  two  hundred  yards 
wide  lay  between  the  river  and  the  foot  of  the  precipices, 
and  at  low  tide  the  river  left  a  flat  of  mud  nearly  half  a 
mile  wide  beyond  the  dry  ground.  Along  the  edge  of  the 
high-water  mark  ihe  French  had  built  several  redoubts. 
From  the  river  Wolfe  could  not  see  that  these  redoubts 
were  commanded  by  the  musketry  of  the  intrenchments 
along  the  edge  of  tiie  heights  above,  which  also  swept  with 
their  fire  the  whole  face  of  the  declivity,  which  was  covered 
with  grass  and  was  extremely  steep.  Wolfe  hoped  that  if 
he  attacked  one  of  the  redoubts  the  French  would  come 
down  to  defend  it,  and  that  a  battle  might  bo  so  brought 
on  J  or  that  if  they  did  not  do  so  he  might  find  a  spot 
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^^"  ''"''^''^  "'""^^  ^'  ''''""'^  ''^'^'  ««"^«  chance  of 
At  low  tide  it  was  possible  to  ford  the  moutli  of  the 
Montmorenc,  and  Wolfe  intended  that  the  troops  from 
Jus  camp  on  the  heights  above  that  river  should  cross    e" 
Hua  advance  along  the  strand  to  -o-operate  with  Mon4 
ton  s  brigade,  who  were  to  cross  from  Point  Levi 

^un^  tYr"'''^  'f  "''  ^'''  '^  "^"^^  '^'^  ^'^'^^-rion  of  G4 
guns,  and  two  armed  transports  each  with  14  guns  stood 
close  m  to  one  of  the  redoubts  and  opened  fife  upon  it 
while  the  English  batteries  from  the  heights  of  the^Mont: 
morenci  opened  fire  ....  the  chasm  npon  the  F^nl 

At  eleven  o'cloc  ;  .,.  troops  from  Point  Levi  put  off  in 

heir  boats,  and  moved  across  the  river  as  if  they  intend  d 

omake  a  landing  between  Beauport  and  the  dty      Fo' 

some  hours  Montcalm  remained  ignorant  hp  to  the  poin 

on  which  the  English  attack  was  to  be  made,  b„    becaL 

presently  convinced  that  it  would  be  delive  ed  ne^rtl  e 

hat  flank  of  his  position.     At  halt-past  five  o'clock  the 

|ae  was  low,  and  the  English  boats'dashed  forward  I!^^ 

the  tioops  sprang  ashore  on  to  the  broad  tract  of  mud  left 

bare  by  the  tide,  ^hile  at  the  same  moment  a  column  2  000 

moulh  of'ib    tr:  '""  *^"  '^'^^*  *^-^^  ''-  '^^'^^^^ 
nioutli  ot  the  Mojitmorenci. 

The  first  to  land  were  thirteen  companies  ot  Grenadiers 
and  a  de  aohn,ont  „(  Royal  Amerieans';  who,  without  w! 
li.g  for  the  two  regiments  of  Monckton's  hrigade,  dashed 
forward  agamat  the  redoubt  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  The 
French  at  once  abandoned  it,  but  the  Grenadiers  had  o 
sooner  poured  into  it  than  a  storm  of  ballets  rained  down 
upon  them  from  the  troona  who  lip,.,!  .l,„  l,...--tt  '  " 

Without  a  moment's  hesitation  the  Grenadiers  and  Ameri- 
cans dashed  forward  and  strove  to  climb  the  steep  assent, 
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swept  as  it  was  by  a  te.-rific  hail  of  bullets  and  bnck-sliot 
from  the  French  and  Canadians.  Numbers  rolled  dead  or 
wounded  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but  the  others  struo-. 
gled  on.  ° 

lint  at  this  moment  the  cloud  which  had  been  threaten- 
ing all  day  suddenly  opened  and  the  rain  poured  down  in 
a  torrent,  the  grassy  slopn  instantly  became  so  slippery 
that  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  climb  them,  and  the 
fire  from  above  died  away  as  the  wet  rendered  the  firelocks 
unsorvicei/ole. 

Tiie  Grenadiers  fell  back  into  the  redoubt.  AV olfe,  who 
now  arrived  upon  the  spot,  saw  that  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  carry  the  heights  under  the  present  conditions, 
and  ordered  the  troops  to  retreat.  Carrying  off  many  of 
the  wounded  with  them  they  fell  back  in  good  order.  Those 
of  the  Grenadiers  and  Americans  who  survived  recrossed 
m  their  boats  to  the  island,  the  15th  Regiment  rowed  back' 
to  Point  Levi,  and  the  78th  Highlanders,  who  belonged  to 
Monckton's  brigade,  joined  the  column  from  below  the 
Montmorenci  and  slowly  retired  along  the  flats  and  across 
the  ford. 

The  loss  fell  entirely  upon  the  Grenadiers  and  Ameri- 
cans, and  was,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  enormous- 
four  hundred  and  forty-three,  including  one  colonel,  eight 
captains,  twenty-one  lieutenants,  and  three  ensigns,  bein^r 
killed,  wounded,  or  missing.  The  blow  to  the  English  was 
a  severe  one,l^.d  even  Wolfe  began  to  despair,  and  medi- 
tated leaving  a  portion  of  his  troops  on  Isle-aux-Coudres 
and  fortifying  them  there,  and  sailing  home  with  the  rest 
to  prepare  another  expedition  in  the  following  year. 

In  the  middle  of  August  lie  issued  a  third  proclamation 
to  the  Canadians,  declaring,  as  they  had  refused  his  offers 
of  protection,  and  had  practised  the  most  unchristian  bar- 
.)arity  against  his  troops  on  all  occasions,  he  could  no 
longer  refrain,  in  justice  to  himself  and  his  army,  in  chas- 
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tising  them  as  they  deserved.  The  barbarities  consisted  in 
the  frequent  scalmng  and  mutilating  of  sentinels  and  men 
on  outpost  duty,  ^?luch  were  perpetrated  alike  by  the  (!ana- 
dians  and  Indians.  AVolfo's  object  was  twofold :  first  to 
cause  the  militia  to  desert,  and  secondly  to  exhaust  the 
colony. 

Accordingly  the  rangers,  light  infantry,  and  Highlanders 
were  sent  out  in  all  directions  to  waste  the  settlements 
wherever  resistance  was  ofi-ered.  Farm-houses  and  villages 
were  laid  in  ashes,  althouob  the  churches  were  generally 
spared.  Wolfe's  orders  were  strict  that  women  and  chil- 
dren  were  to  be  treated  with  honor.  "If  any  viol-nce  is 
offered  to  a  woman  the  offender  shall  be  punished  with 
death."  Ihese  orders  were  obeyed,  and  except  in  one  in- 
stance  none  but  armed  men  in  the  act  of  resistance  were 
killed. 

Vaudreuil  in  his  dispatches  home  loudly  doiounced  these 
barbarities;  but  he  himself  was  answerable  for  atrocities 
incomparably  worse  and  on  a  far  larger  scale,  for  he  had 
lor  years  sent  his  savages,  red  and  white,  along  a  frontier 
of  GOO  miles  to  waste,  burn,  and  murder  at  will,  and  tiiese 
as  he  was  perfectly  aware,  spared  neither  age  nor  sex' 
Montcalm  was  not  to  be  moved  from  his  position  bv  the 
«ight  of  the  smoke  of  the  burning  villages.  lie  would  not 
risk  the  loss  of  all  Canada  for  the  sake  of  a  few  hundred 
farm-houses. 

Seeing  the  impossibility  of  a  successful  attack  below  the 
tovvn,  Wolfe  determined  to  attempt  operations  on  a  large 
scale  above  it.  Accordingly  with  every  fair  wind  and  tide 
s^iips  and  transports  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the  batteries  of 
Quebec,  and  covered  by  a  hot  fire  from  Point  Levi  gener- 
ally succeeded  wiHi  more  or  less  damage  in  gettinglbove 
the  town.  A  fleet  of  flat-boats  was  also  s^ent  up,  and  1  ''00 
troops  marched  overland  under  Brigadier  Murray  to  em- 
bark in  them. 
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their  erews   o  work  m  the  buttenos.     II„d  they  been  12 
,,«  a  „ve  the  tow,,  they  could  have  overpov.eJa  t.  'e  ,'g 
iish  vessels  as  they  pussea  up.  ^ 

The  sailors  were  now  sent  up  to  num  the-r  ships  again; 
b  u  Admiral  Hohnes,  who  had  taken  eonunand  of  thefhip 
o   war  above  Quebec,  was  already  too  strong  for  then,      d 
u   sadors  were  recalled   to  Quebec     Both  armies  were 
Bi  trenng.     Dv.ontery  and  fever  had  broken  out  in  t/u 
Enghsh  camp,  and  the  number  of  effective  men  was  greatly 
educed.     Upon  the  other  hand  the  French  weresumu'h,^ 
from  shortness  of  supplies.     The  English  frigates  above 
he  town  prevented  food  being  brought  down^omlVW 
treal  in  boats,  and  difliculties  of  land  carriage  were  very 
great.  *       ^^c   »cx_y 

cin!'!  ,^^""'f  ^";^,  "^'"''^''^  "»  Svent  numbers,  and  Mont- 
calm s  force  had  been  weakened  by  the  dispatch  of  Levis 
to  assist  ,n  checking  the  advance  of  A  nherst.     The  latter 

lun  7     :\  ^T'^'^S^'  '"'''  ^^^^^'"  ^-"^-    Niagara  1 
also  been  taken  by  the  English.     Amherst,  however  fc^l 

back  again  and  Levis  was  able  to  rejoin  Montcalm,   'sut 

the  greatest  misfortune  which  befell  the  English  was  the 

dangerous  illness  of  Wolfe,  who,  always  sufferL  ilm  d 

ease,  was  for  a  time  utterly  prostrate.' 
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At  the  en<l  of  August,  however,  ho  partially  recovered 

K      -etaled  a  letter  to  his  thr.-e  brigadL-gencLls,  aZg 

H.n  to  fix  upon  one  of  three  plan.,  which  he  laid   befor^ 

on   or  attaekjng  the  enen.y.    The  first  was  that  the  an  ; 

hould  nuurii  e.gl.t  or  tennnles  i.p  the  Montrrum-nei  ford 

^''''  '•'ver,an<l  fall  ,<pon  the  rear  of  the  enemy.    Thesecom 

nid"'n'ch  along  the  shore  uutiU  spot  Was  found  where 

^     nul^^rf  'V'r^^^^^^^^     The  third  was  to  make: 
^uioi.il  attack  from  the  boats  upon  iJeauport 

.  lonckton,  Town«hend,and  Murray  met  in  consultation 
-a  ..>nsu  ered  all  the  plans  to  be  hopeless;    but  toy  pr  ! 
posed  that  an  atten.pt  should  be  made  to  huid  above  tl'e 
town,  and  so  to  place  the  arn.y  between  Quebec  a    1 

811  ren<  er     J  he  attempt  seemed  a  desperate  one,  but  Wolfe 
^eternnned  to  adopt  it.     He  had  not  much  hope  o     t 
-•edmg,  but  should  it  not  do  so  there  was  nothing  f     Im 
but  to  sad  with  his  weakene<l  arn.y  back  to  Knglfnd. 

lie  therefore  determined  at  last  to  n.ake  the  attempt 
and  nnplored  his  physician  to  patch  hinw.p,  so    1  a     t' 
could  in  person  take  the  comtmmd 

wrotl'"l!,t'"''"''\"''  '''''  ^""  ^'"^"'^^  -"•«  -«'"^- 
wrote        but  pray  nnike  ,ne  up  so  that  I  may  be  without 

I-n  for  a  few  days  and  able  to  d.m-- duty,   ^i^^^^^^ 

On  the  ;5d  of  .September  AVolfe  took  the  first  steps  toward 
the  carrymg  out  of  his  plans  by  evacuating  the  camp  a 
Montmorenc.     Montcalm  sent  a  strong  f.rce  to    "tLk 
mn  as  he  was  nuning;   but  Monckton  at  Point  Le    tat 

a  feint  of  landing  at  ]ieau])ort.  Montcalm  recalled  his 
troops  o  repulse  the  threatened  attack,  and  f]..  vt^ 
™  able  to  draw  oif  from  Montmorenci  without  mo W 
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On  the  njght  of  the  4th  a  fleet  of  flat-boats  passed  above 
he  town  with  the  baggage  and  stores.     On  tl/e  5th  the  in! 

Thl  F        Tn        ?''  "''  ^"""^  "^'  ^•"I^^  of  A^"^iral  Holmes, 
llie  B rench   bought  that  the  abaTidonment  of  Montmorenc 
and     he  embarkation  of  the  troops  was  a  sign  that  tl,e 

fo  ^E thn";  'k"'  *n  t"'"^  *'"^^  ^"^^^P^^«  -d  sail 
for  England,     ^nevertheless,  Montcalm  did  not  relax  his 

noTtTot  T^.  T  '"  ''^'  '''''''''  "^"'«^  f^om  post  to 
po  t,  to  see  that  all  was  m  readiness  to  repel  an  attack. 

Jnoneof  his  letters,  at  this  time  he  mentioned  that  he 
had  not  taken  off  his  clothes  since  the  23d  of  June 

He  now  reinforced  the  troops  under  Bougainville  above 
Quebec  to  3,000  n.en.  He  had  little  fear  for  the  height 
near  the  town,  believing  them  to  be  inaccessible,  and  fhat 
a  hundred  men  could  stop  a  whole  army.  Th  s  he  said 
especially  in  reference  to  the  one  spot  winch  presented  It 
least  a  possibility  of  bei^>.  scaled.  Here  Captain  de  Vergor 
with  a  hundred  Canadian  troops,  were  posted.  ^    ' 

Ihe  battalion  of  Guienne  had  been  ordered  to  encamp 
close  at  haiid,  and  the  post  which  was  called  Anse-du- 
Foulon  was  but  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  Quebec. 
Tin.  although  hoping  that  the  English  would  soon  de- 
part, the  Irench,  knowing  the  character  of  Wolfe  made 
evei-y  preparation  against  a  last  attack  before  he  started. 

From  the  7th  to  the  12th  Holmes' fleet  sailed  up  and 
down  the  river,  threatening  a  landing  now  at  one  point  and 
now  at  another,  wearing  out  the  French,  who  were  kept 
night  and  day  on  the  qui  vive,  and  were  exhausted  by  fol- 
OM-ing  the  ships  up  and  down  so  as  to  be  ready  to  oppose  a 
landing  wherever  it  might  be  made. 

Jan..  Walsh,:m's  regiment  formed  part  of  Monckton's 
briguu,  and  his  colonel  had  frequently  selected  him  to 
command  parties  who  went  out  to  the  Canadian  villages 
as  from  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  of  irregular  war' 
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fare,  he  could  be  trusted  not  to  suffer  himself  to  be  sur- 
prised  by  the  parties  of  Canadians  or  Indians,  wlio  were 
a  ways  on  the  watch  to  cut  off  detachments  sent  out  from 
the  British  camp.  There  were  still  ten  men  m  the  re<d- 
ment  who  had  formed  part  of  his  band  on  the  hikes;  th^se 
were  drafted  into  his  company,  and  whatever  force  went 
out  they  always  accompanied  him. 

Although  James  had  seen  much  and  heard  more  of  the 
ernble  barbarities  perpetrated  by  the  Canadians  and  their 
Indian  allies  on  tlie  frontier,  he  lamented  nmch  the  neces- 
sity which  compelled  AVolfe  to  order  the  destruction  of 
Canadian  villages;  and  when  engaged  on  this  service, 
whether  in  command  of  tlie  detachment,  or  as  a  subaltern 
If  more  than  one  company  went  out,  he  himself  never  super- 
intended  the  painful  work;  but  with  his  ten  men  scouted 

iTrise  """^  ^'^^  ^  ^'^^^'''*  ^''^-^"*  ^S^"^«* 

In  this  way  he  had  several  skirmishes  with  the  Canadians, 
but    he  latter  never  succeeded  in  surprising  any  force  to 
which  he  was  attached.    Walsham  and  his  scouts  w'ere  often 
sent  out  with  parties  from  other  regiments,  and  General 
Monckton  was  so  pleased  with  his  vigihmce  and  activity 
that  he  specially  mentioned  him  to  General  Wolfe,  at  the 
Bame  time  te  ling  him  of  the  services  he  had  performed  on 
the  lakes  and  the  very  favorable  reports  which  had  been 
niade  by  Johnson,  Monro,  Lord  Howe,  and  Abercromby  of 
the  work  done  by  the  corps  which  he  had  organized  and 
commanded. 

"I  wish  we  had  a  few  more  officers  trained  to  this  sort  of 
war  are,- General  Wolfe  said.    "Send  him  on  board  the 

^     Zrii  *^-"^°^'^-'^^^-     ^  l^^^e  «ome  service  which  he  is 
^vell  fitted  to  carry  out." 

James  accordingly  repaired  on  board  the  Ruthcrla^nl  and 
was  conducted  to  the  general's  cabin.  "  General  Monckton 
has  spoken  to  me  in  high  terms  of  you.  Lieutenant  Wal- 
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«tivcl,  and  you  were  witli  J(nul,look  m  well  „s  with  John 
'"';:.    ru^n'"'"  '^''««™"'V,  a.i,l  with  Monro  ^710  So 
of  iort  1V.IIUUU  Ilonry.    How  i«  it  tlu.t  .„  )„u„g,.„  office 
sliouhl  have  eoon  eo  much  Bcrvicc  •' " 

a  mT^f ''''"T'l  ''i";  '"'"■•  '""■"'»"  '^o™  l'™«o<l  ou  hoard 
"  d  "f "™  ' ''"  ''■"'  >■""  <li»«l"'rgod,  in  ,u.oordance  with 

o  obtam  acom,n,88,on  forl,i,n  in  arcgimont  under  orferf 
for  Amenca  he  had  thought  it  host  to  utilize  hi,  i  "c  by 
ac-con,p„„j,       ooueral  Braddock  as  a  v„,„,.toer,  i,    order 

St  0  rXif  V"\"',  '"'■"'  "■*"''   "-*'  "«-  'hat  di^^ 

Sdt  Z         "^'T"'  """"«  ''^  '-ad  been  se- 

thZ  '"-'""■oomimny  of  scouts,  and  had  served  with 
them  on  the  hkes  until  the  corps  was  broken  up  when  tl  e 
regiment  sailed  for  Canada.  ^ 

"  In  fact  yon  have  seen  more  of  this  kind  of  warfare  than 
any  officer  in  the  army,"  General  Wolfe  said.     "yZsZ 
cal  services  ought  to  have  been  recognized  before.    I  sWl 
Lave  you  put  m  orders  to-morrow  .as  promoted  to  th     an" 
of  captain.    And  now  I  am  about  to  employ  you      'Ta 
service  which,  if  you  are  successful,  will  gfve  yo7your 
brevet  majority.    There  must  be  some  points  at  which 
those  precipices  can  be  climbed;  I  want  you  to  And  m,t 
"-here  they  are.     It  is  a  service  of  great  dai^er.     You  w 
go  in  nniform,  otherwise  if  caught  you  would  meet  w 
the  fate  of  a  spy;  but  at  the  same  time,  even  in  uniform 
you  would  probably  meet  with  but  little  mercy  if  you  feU 
into  the  hands  of  the  Canadians  or  Indians.     Would  you 
bo  willing  to  undertake  such  a  duty  ?  "  ^ 

toZgul ■'^'  '"'"  •'"""'  '"'"■    " ""  y™  ''i*  ■»«  'o  start 
"Ko,"the  general  replied;  "yon  had  better  think  the 
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roceed.    It  ,s  not  an  enterprise  to  be  undertaken  without 

After  James  had  returned  on  shore  he  thought  the  m.t 
orover,n  every  light.    He  knew  that  the  Fre  e  l.    !,»  /  J 
sentries  along  the  ed^ro  of  flu.  ,-,•        t     '^'"  "  ii.tu  many 

cimllongod  and  fired  nZ    rtlZTuT  '"^'T 

vo,  III  h.,ve  1,00,1  oasy  enough,  m  he  oould  have  landed 

'  "Shcr  up  the  rver  and.  d,-e«se,l  „,  a  Canadian  finer  Ivo 

made  h,s  way  throngh  the  French  lines  without  1,;'™ 

nt  he  l<new  nothing  of  French,  and  even  had  h     "LTn 

t  .e  angnage  fluently  there  was  sufficient  difterenehtween 

I  e  diffcionce.    >,or  cculd  lie  pass  as  an  Indian-  for  il 
tliough  he  had  picked  np  onou<rh  ..f  fl„.  I.„  '/"'^  "'■ 

vo.-se  vvUh  the  r^lskin  ^Ulies    ?   h    E  g,   ,1;;:! he'l,?"" 
the  first  Indian  who  spoke  to  him  won^  I   'ttjl^ 

IncTv^lth',"'"':  "  "^^'"«'  »  '"  ■"->-  i"til:^    ;'  "  t 

oe  able  to  paint  and  adorn  Iiimself  so  as  to  deceive  the 
v.gdant  eyes  of  the  French  Indians. 

Had  l„s  two  followers,  Nat  and  Jonathan,  been  with  him 
they  could  have  painted  and  dressed  l.im  L  that  I  e  co  Id 
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After  lonp:  tliought  it  seenietl  to  him  tliat  the  uu]y  way 
wiiich  i.r  .luiHL'tl  c'voii  a  v.hiuuv  (.f  siicc(vss  would  1),.  f„r  lliiu 
to  he  tukcii  prisoner  hy  tho  French  suhliers.     Oneu  fjiirly 
within   their  lines  hnlf  the  dinieulty  was  over;    he  liad 
learned  to  cniwl  as  noiselessly  as  im  Indian,  and  hodonhted 
not  that  ho  should  he  able  tosuceeed  in  getting  away  from 
any  i)laeo  of  confinement  in  whicOi  they  might  place  him. 
Th.Mi  he  could  follow  the  top  of  the  heights,  and  the  posi- 
tion  of  the  sentries  or  of  any  body  of  men  encamped  tiiere 
would  in  itself  bo  a  guide  to  him  as  to  the  existence  of 
paths  to  the  strand  below.     The  first  step  was  the  most 
difficult.     How  should  ho  manage  to  get  himself  taken 
prisoner  ?    And  this  was  tlie  more  dimcult  as  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  he  should  fall  into  tiie  hands  of  French 
regulars  and  not  of  tho  Canadians,  who  would  finish  the 
matter  at  once  by  killing  and  scalping  him. 

The  next  morning  he  again  went  off  to  the  Sutherland. 
He  was  in  high  spirits,  for  his  name  had  appeared  in  orders 
as  captain  and  as  appointed  assistant  quartermaster-general 
on  the  headquarter  staff.  On  entering  the  general's  cabin 
he  thanked  him  for  tho  promotion. 

"You  have  earned  it  over  and  over  again,"  the  general 
said;  "there  are  no  thanks  due  to  me.  Now,  have  you 
thought  out  a  plan  ?  " 

James  briefly  stated  the  difficulties  which  he  perceived 
in  the  way  of  any  other  scheme  than  that  of  getting  him- 
self taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  and  showed  that  that 
was  the  only  plan  that  seemed  to  offer  even  a  chance  of 
success. 

"  But  you  may  not  be  able  to  escape,"  Wolfe  said. 

"I  may  not,"  James  replied,  "and  in  that  case,  sir,  I 
must  of  course  remain  a  prisoner  until  you  take  Quebec  or 
I  am  exchanged.  Even  then  you  would  be  no  worse  oiT 
than  you  are  at  present,  for  I  must  of  cours(  be  taken 
prisoner  at  some  point  where  the  French  are  in  force  and 
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we  '      ;"[.""  '■'•"  "'"^«^'^"-  '''  y-"-  -'^'  "'^-tions,  whereas 
were  I    aken  pn.soner  anywhere  along  the  shore  they  would 
n       rally  ...hn.hle  their  vigilance,  as  they  would  guess  tha 
I  ^^as  looking  for  son.e  way  of  ascending  the  heights." 
^^  1  ow  do  you  j)ropose  being  taken  ?  "  Wolfo  asked 
My  i.lea  was,"  James  replied,  '•  that  1  ,;.    -Id  land  witli 
.■U>arty  near  Cap  Kouge  as  if  to  reco  ;noi,.e  .he  Fr  n 
position   here.    We  should  of  course  be  sj.  edily  -iiscove    d 
n  u   w^onld  then  retreat  to  the  boats.     T  .houH  natundly 
be^the  last  to  go,  and  might  well  manage  :  •  be  cut  off." 

res,  \\  olfe  replied,  "  but  you  might  also,  and  that  far 
more  easily,  manage  to  get  shot.  I  don't  think  that  would 
ao,Captam  AValsham;   the  risks  would  be  twenty  to  one 

oTher  plan" """'"'  '""^  ''"'     "^"^  >""  ^^""^  "^  "« 

^^  "The  only  other  plan  that  I  can  think  of,"  James  said, 
might  invo  vo  others  being  taken  prisoners.     I  migh 

ow  in  toward  C^  Rouge  in  broad  daylight  as  if  to  exam- 
ine the  landing-ph.ce,  and  should  of  conrse  draw  their  firo 

ipon  the  boat.  Before  starting  I  should  fire  two  or  three 
si  ots  into  the  boat  close  to  the  water  line  and  afterward 
ping  them  ijj)  with  rags,  then  when  their  fire  became  heavy 
I  should  take  the  plugs  out  and  let  the  boat  fill.  As  si.; 
did  so  I  could  shout  that  I  surrendered  and  then  we  could 
drift  till  we  neared  the  shore  in  the  water  logged  boat  or 
swim  ashore     I  can  swim  well   myself,  anf  should,  o 

rt'rri::-'-  "^^^  ^'^  ^^-^^  ^^^-^'^  -^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

^t^:;  ''^"^^^-^"^  ^-^"  ''^'^^  -id>  "but  less  so 

"One  cannot   win  a  battle  without  risking  life,  sir" 
James  said  quietly.     «  Some  of  us  might,  of  course,  be  hi't, 
but  as  we  risk  our  lives  wl,.never  we  get  within  range  o 
the  enemy  I  do  not  see  that  that  need  be  considered;  at 
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any  rate,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  make  the  attempt  if  the  plan 
has  your  approval." 

"I  tell  you  frankly.  Captain  Walsham,  that  I  think  your 
chances  of  success  are  absolutely  nil.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  just  a  faint  possibility  that  you  mny  get  ashore 
ahve,  escape  from  tne  French,  discover  u  pathway,  and 
bring  me  the  news;  and  as  the  only  chance  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  successful  now  depends  upon  our  discovering 
such  a  path,  I  am  not  justified  in  refusing  even  this  fainl 
chance." 

The  general  touched  a  bell  which  stood  on  the  table 
before  him. 

"  Will  you  ask  the  captain  to  come  here  ?  "  he  faaid  to  the 
officer  who  answered  the  summons. 

Captain  Peters,"  he  siiid  when  the  captain  appeared, 
"I  want  you  to  pick  out  for  me  four  men  upon  whom  you' 
can  thoroughly  rely.  In  the  first  place  they  must  be  good 
swimmers,  in  the  second  place  they  mast  be  able  to  hold 
their  tongues,  and  lastly  they  must  bo  prepared  to  pass 
some  months  in  a  French  prison.  A  midsh  ;man  with  the 
same  qualifications  will  be  required  to  go  v,    ;   them." 

The  captain  naturally  looked  surprised  at  .o  unusual  a 
request. 

"  Captain  Walsham  is  going  to  be  taken  prisoner  by  the 
i  ■  -ich,"  Gene.al  Wolfe  explained,  "and  the  only  way  it 
can  be  done  is  for  a  whole  boat's  crew  to  be  taken  with 
him,"  and  he  then  detailed  the  plan  -hich  had  been  ar- 
ranged, "Of  course  you  can  offer  the  men  any  reward 
you  may  think  fit,  and  can  promise  the  midshipman  early  ' 
promotion,"  he  concluded. 

"Very  well,  general;  I  have  no  doubt  !  can  find  four 
men  and  a  midshipman  willing  to  volunteer  for  the  affair, 
especially  as-  if  you  succe.,i,  their  imprisonment  will  be  a 
pliort  One.     When  will  the  attempt  be  n.ade  ?  " 

"If  ^-ou  oar  drift  up  the  river  a6  far  as  Cap  Rouge  before 
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daylight."  James  said  in  answer  to  an  inquiring  look  from 
the  genera    "we  will  attempt  it  to-mor'row  mon  ing^ 
should  say  that  the  best  plan  would  be  for  me  to  Zea 
opposite  their  camp  when  day  breaks  -is  if  T  l .    f  ^ 
to^obtain  a  close  vie.  of  it  in  L  irly  mo^ni'^r  '''"'' 
The  sooner  the  better,"  General  AYoIfe  said;  "every 
day  IS  of  importance.    But  ho^v  do  you  propose  to Ut  back 
again,  tuat  rs  supposing  that  everything  goes  weip' 

I  propose,  general,  that  I  should  conceal  mvself  some  ' 
where  on  the  face  of  the  heights.     I  will  spread      Znt 
kerchief  against  a  rock  or  tree  so  that  it  will  not  be  s  "«i 
either  from  above  or  below,  but  will  be  visible  from    he 
tZ^^C      r"-     '  r  ""^  '''''  ''  ^--^'  -^-ther  Tt  w 

look";  kLf tr  ".^"''r ' '"' ''  '''^  ^^^"  ^--  -  «^-P 

look-out  kept  through  a  glass  as  the  ships  drift  up  and 
down  you  are  sure  to  see  it,  and  can  let  me'  know  tl  '  "u 
do  so  by  dippi^^.g  the  ensign.  At  night  I  will  make  mv 
way  down  to  the  shore,  and  if  at  midnight  exactlyTou  .m 
end  a  boat  or  me  I  shall  be  ready  to  swim  off  toVer  wlT 
they  3how  a  lantern  as  they  approach  the  shore.    Of  course 

signal  iT^t"  "'-'!  ''I  '  ™^^  ''  ^"^  ^  P^^^^-"  *^  «^--  th 
signal,  b  t  at  any  rate  if  a  week  passes  without  your  sneinjr 

ITI  r"  ^r^"  *^'*  ^  ^^''  f'"^^^  t°  »>-ke  my  escape  of 
that  I  have  been  killed  after  getting  out  "  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

A   DAl^GEROUS   EXPEDITION^. 

The  details  of  the  proposed  expedition  being  thns  ar- 
ranged tlie  captain  left  the  cabin  with  James,  and  the  lat- 
ter paced  to  and  fro  on  the  quarter-deck  while  the  captain 
sent  for  the  boatswain  and  directed  him  to  pick  out  four 
men  who  could  swim  well  and  who  were  ready  to  volun- 
teer for  desperate  service. 

While  -the  captain  was  so  engaged  James  saw  a  naval 
officer  staring  fixedly  at  him.  He  recognized  him  instantly, 
though  more  than  four  years  had  elapsed  since  he  had  last 
seen  him.  He  at  once  stepped  across  the  quarter-deck. 
^  "How  are  you,  Lieutenant  Horton  ?  it  is  a  long  time 
since  we  last  parted  on  the  Potomac." 

Horton  would  have  refused  the  proffered  hand,  but  he 
had  already  injured  himself  very  sorely  in  the  eyes  of  the 
squire  by  his  outburst  of  ill  <•  eling  against  James,  so  he 
shook  hands  and  said  coldly : 
"  Yes,  your  position  has  changed  since  then." 
"  Yes,"  James  said  with  a  laugh,  "but  that  was  only  a 
temporary  eclipse.     That  two  months  before  the  mast  was 
a  sort  of  interlude  for  which  I  am  deeply  thankful.    Had 
it  not  been  for  my  getting  into  tJii.t  smuggling  scrape  1 
should   have   been   at   the  present  moment  commencing 
practice  as  a  doctor  instead  of  being  a  captain  in  his  maj- 
cstv's  service."  '^        ^  <  ^  o  i    j 
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tempei.     A\hat  a  mistake  he  had  made!     Had  he  inter- 
fered on  James  Waldiam's  behalf-and  a  word  from       ' 
saying   hat  James  was  the  son  of  a  medical  man  Id  w  s 
.'issuredly  m,xed  up  in  th^s  smuggling  affai.  .nly  t^a 
dent-he  would  have  been  released.     He  had  not   nok  n 
hat  word  and  the  consequence  was  he  had  himself  faHcn 
into  bad  odor  with  the  .quire,  and  James  Walsham,  in    ead 
of  drudging  away  as  a  country  practitioner,  was  a.    ffic  r 
o    rank  equal  to  himself,  for  he  as  .econd  lieutonant  f  uL 
Sut^crla>^d  ranked  with  a  captain  in  the  army 

Not  only  this,  but  wlionever  he  went  to  Sidmouth  he  had 
heard  how  James  had  been  mentioned  in  the  disp  tct 
s TlodT"'  k'  ""  distinguishing  himsolf.    Eve  yt  in" 
seemed  to  combine  against  him.     He  liad  hated  Jamel 
Walsham  from  the  day  when  the  latter  had  thrashed  Mm 
and  had  acted  us  Aggie's  champion  against  himT  1  e  1  Id 
h..cd  him  more  when  he  found  Aggie  installed         ho 
squu-e's  heiress,  and  saw  how  high  Jam?s  stood  in  her  good 
graces,  and  that  he  had  been  taken  up  by  the  squire    ' 
He  nad  hoped  that  he  had  gained  the  advantage  over  him 
hen  he  had  come  ba.k  a  naval  officer,  while  James  w" 
t.l   a  school-boy  and  had  kept  aloof  from  the  liouse  .vhile 
ho  dev;oted  hin.self  to  tlie  young  heiress.     Everything  had 
oemed  going  on  well  with  his  plans  until  the  very  cifcum 
ta^ice  which  at  the  time  seemed  so  opportune,' nmel^ 
he  pressing  James  as  a  seaman  on  boaJd  the  ri.^,",  had 
urned  out  so  disastrous.     The  letter  in  which  he  h.ul  s  f' 

t  Mrs  Wa  sham  and  her  friend  the  ex-sergeai^  against 

tilt  squiie  to  take  instant  measures  for  procuring  James^ 
discharge  and  had  now  placed  the  latter  in  /.i"!^!! 
equal  to  his  own.  "  i'— .-.--^xx 

James,  on  his  part,  did  not  like  Eichard  Horton,  but  !.. 
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felt  no  active  animosity  against  him.  He  liad  got  the  best 
of  it  in  that  first  quarrel  of  theirs,  and  although  he  had 
certainly  felt  very  sore  and  angry  at  the  time  Richard  was 
staying  at  the  Hall  and  seemod  to  have  taken  his  place  al- 
together as  Aggie's  friend,  this  feeling  had  long  since  died 
away,  for  he  knew  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Wilks  that  Aggie 
had  no  liking  whatever  for  Eicharci  Horton. 

"  You  were  at  Sidmoutli  in  the  eprin-^,  I  heard,"  he  said; 
"you  found  my  mother  looking  well,  I  hope  ?  " 

"Yes, I  was  there  a  fortnigh.  ':efore  we  sailed,"  Richard 
said.    "  I  think  she  was  looking  about  as  usual." 

For  a  few  minutes  they  talked  in  a  stiff  and  somewhat 
constrained  tone,  for  Richard  could  not  bring  himself  to 
speak  cordially  to  this  man  whom  he  regarded  as  a  dan- 
gerous rival.     Presently  the  captain  came  up  to  them. 

"  I  have  picked  four  volunteers  for  your  work.  Captain 
Walsham.     They  were  somewhat  surprised  at  first  to  find 
that  they  were  required  for  a  bout  in  a  French  prison;  but 
sailers  are  always  ready  for  any  hare-brained  adventure, 
and  they  made  no  objection  whatever  when  I  explained 
what  they  would  have  to  do.     Next  to  fighting  a  French- 
man there's  nothing  a  sailor  likes  so  much  as  taking  him 
in.     Yoi^ng  Middleton  goes  in  command  of  the  boat;  he 
is  a  regular  young  pickle,  and  is  as  pleased  at  the  prospect 
as  if  a  French  prison  were  the  most  amusing  place  in  the 
world.    He  knows,  of  course,  that  there  will  be  some  con- 
siderable danger  of  his  being  shot  before  he  ii  taken  pris- 
oner; but  I  need  liardly  say  that  the  danger  adds  to  the 
interest  of  the  scheme.     It's  a  risky  business  you  have  un- 
dertaken. Captain  Walsham,  terribly  risky;    but  if  you 
succeed  you  will  have  saved  the  expedition  from  turning 
out  a  failure,  and  we  shall  all  be  under  obligations  to  you 
for  the  rest  of  our  lives.     Has  Captain  Walshan;  told  you 
what  he  is  undertaking,  Mr.  Uortou  ?  " 
"]S"o,  sir." 
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thnf^'  ''  ^"'"f  ^^  ^'*  *'^'"  P^''^^"«r  i»  t^^e  gi.  in  order 

the  ge„o,.»,  .0  ,e/i„to  ^t^Z  tt^ll" l^SS:" 
i»md  od  to  one  .g„,„,t  y„„.  Captain  Wulsham." 

a  sn2     «f,lt  n  -''f  ^''"""•"  ^»"' "  J—  replied  with 
a  smue.       I  don  t  think  myself  tlicy  are  more  th-n  flv. 

would   be  worth  trying,  for  a  thousand  lives  would  bn 
cheart-  sacnfleed  to  insure  the  success  of  tliis  exped   ,on  » 

There  jre  not  many  men  who  would  like  to  t.v  ;    ' Tl' 
captain  said.    "I  say  honestly  I  shoul" t  n    self     An" 
nng  in  the  nature  of  duty,  whether  it's  laying  y'urtl^i^' 
alongside  a  Frenchman  of  t,vioe  her  weight  of  metal  or  a 

of  tL°S;:;     ™  *."  "n  °"'  "  '"^^*-  '■•»"  -dor    ho  guns 
of  the  ba  tery,  :  should  bo  ready  to  take  my  share  in    but 

an  oxpedmou  like  yours,  to  bo  carried  out  .alone  i^'coM 

d  1°; ::  t't"o  f  '"''^'-"^  havenostomarh  r 

uon  B  want  to  discouraop  vnn   ni,,i  t  i. 

,      Til-        .  *=     J^""' '^'^*^l  J^  '-Onor  vour  ConrncrpiTi 

undertaking  it,  but  lam  heartily  glad  that  th   gremf  d  d 
not  propose  to  mo  instead  of  to  you  to  undertake  it." 

^mZ7^Z\  'r"''  "  ""  h-'.»-,"  James  said, 

smil mg,    and  so  would  any  officer  of  this  expedition     I 
consider  myself  most  highly  honored  in  the' on  ral'in 

Dor  that  It  is  not  so  strange  to  me  as  it  would  U,  to  most 
men.     1  have  been  for  four  years  engaged  hi  forest  war 
fare,  scouting  at  night  in  the  woods,  .and  kee,  ing  mylr; 

red  L  :  e- ::f  I'^VT"  "■"'■""  ""■«"'  'ellof  a'sku^H^ 

to  darkness llf  ''1       ?' "'''  '"'™ """""""  ">  "^ustomeS 

the  Ind  ,,  '        '        '?'■'  """  ""-y  ''"  "'"''  <"  those  of 
t.io  Indians,  I  can  see  phiinly  where  one  unacoustumod  to 

aucl.  work  .ouM  sec  nothing.    I  am  accustomedTo  re  y 

upon  my  own  senses,  to  step  noiselessly,  or  to  erawl  along 
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on  the  ground  like  an  Indian.  Therefore,  you  see,  to  in6 
this  enterprise  dr/-s  not  present  itse;f  in  the  same  light 
as  it  n^iturally  would  to  you." 

"You  uiay  nake  light  of  it,"  the  captain  said,  '•  but  it's 
a  dangerous  business,  look  at  it  as  you  will  Well,,  if  you 
go  througli  il;  safely,  Captain  Walsham,  you  will  be  the 
hero  of  tl'ib  campaign." 

Late  in  the  afteruo  '•,.  tbc-;  tide  turned,  and  the  vessels 
began  to  drift  up  the  r.v&i .  /iio  fou.'  sailors  had  of  course 
mentioned  to  their  comrfJe-s  thy  service  upon  which  they 
were  about  to  be  engaged,  'rhe  captain  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  enjoin  secrecy  upon  ihem,  for  there  was  no 
communication  with  the  shore,  no  fear  of  the  knowledge 
spreading  beyond  the  ship;  besides,  the  boat  had  to  be 
damaged,  and  tlu.^.  alone  would  tell  the  sailors  when  she 
Wiis  lowered  in  the  water  that  she  was  intended  to  be  cap- 
tured. A  marine  was  called  up  to  where  the  captain's  gig 
was  hiinging  from  the  davits,  James  pointed  out  a  spot 
just  below  the  water-line,  and  the  man,  standing  a  yard  or 
two  away,  fired  at  it,  the  ball  making  a  hole  through  both 
sides  of  the  boat.  Another  shot  was  fired  two  or  three 
"nches  higher,  and  the  four  holes  were  then  plugged  up 
with  oakum. 

All  was  now  in  readiness  for  the  attempt.  James  dined 
with  Captain  Peters,  the  first  lieutenant  and  four  officers 
of  the  general's  staif  being  also  present,  General  Wolfe 
himself  being  too  ill  to  be  at  table,  and  Admiral  Holmes 
having  early  in  the  morning  gone  down  the  river  to  confer 
with  Admiral  Saunders. 

"I  drink  good  health  and  a  safe  return  to  you.  Captain 
Walsham,  for  our  sake  as  well  as  yours.  As  a  general 
thing,  when  an  officer  is  chose  or  dangerous  service  he  .i 
an  object  of  envy  by  all  hip  .  .  rades;  but  for  once  I  •, 
not  think  any  one  on  board  would  care  to  undertake  you.- 
mission." 
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''Why,  sir,  your  little  midshipman  is  delighted  at  goin^. 

anUr  •    f/f  ?  '^'^  '^^"  •^'"^^""^  tile  matter^over 
and  he  js  in  the  highest  glee." 

-'Ah'  he  has  only  got  the  first  chance  of  being  shot  at  " 
U,ptain  Peters  said.     "That  comes  in  the  linf  of  dnt  , 

Ztiy"^         T'^  r  '"^'^'"'^  ^''''^  ^  «^"P  but  would 

on  V  it         "T  'V"''  '''''''■     ^"^  y'"^'^'^'  danger 
only  b  gins  when  his  ends.     By  the  way,"  he  asked,!., 

after  dinner  was  over,  he  was  walking  up  and  down  the 

Ilorton  met  before  ?    I  thought  you  seemed  to  know  each 

wh  e  ot '.1      T"  't'  ^"'  ''''''  '^'''  I  ^'^''^  "^ticed  that 

^hile  all   he  other  officers  of  the  ship  have  been  chatting 

with  you  he  has  kept  aloof."  ^ 

"We  knew  each  other  at  home,  sir,"  James  said  "but 

coll?  " i''i  ""'^  ^'''^  ^^■^'"^^-     ^"^  acquaintanceship 
commenced  when  we  were  boys  with  a  fight.     I  got  the 

be^t^of  It,  and  Ilorton  has  never,  I  think!  quite  ffrgiven 

shlrtlv^'°"T^l^'  ^\'  ^''""^  fellow,"  Captain  Peters  said 
s  ortly.  I  know  he  was  not  popular  in  the  neti,,  and 
they  say  he  showed  the  white-feather  out  in  the  East.  I 
wouldn  t  have  had  him  on  board,  but  the  first  lord  asked 
me  as  a  personal  favor  to  take  him.  I  have  had  no  reason 
to  complain  of  him  since  he  joined,  but  I  know  that  he  is 

themlv'^     "'  '"'""^  "'^  "^^'""  "^''''  '^'''''  ^'^  ^^^  i^ 

estiJ  "^rjr.'^^'-^^-d  a  ^7^  against  him,  sir,"  James  said  earn- 

S  dmonfl!       ;"i      ;  ^^"  V'''''''''''  ^''''  '-''^S'  -^ates  near 
Sidmouth,  and  has  been  the  kindest  friend  to  me  and  mine. 

At  one  time  It  was  thought  that  Ilorton  would  be  his  heir 

but  a  granddaughter,  who  had  for  years  been  missing,  was 

found;   but  still  Ilorton  will  take,  I  should  think,  foot 

siderable  slice  of  the  property,  and  it  would  grieve  "the 

squire  terribly  if  Ilorton  failed  in  his  career.     I  think  it's 
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only  a  fault  of  manners,  sir,  if  I  may  say  so,  and  cortainly 
1  myself  know  nothing  vvliatever  against  him." 
^    "I  don't  know,"  Captain  Peters  replied   thoughtfully 
Just  before  I  sailed  I  happened  to  meet  an  old  friend 
und  over  our  dinner  I  mentioned  the  names  of  my  officers' 
He  told  me  he  knew  this  Mr.  Linthorne  well,  and  that 
Jlorton  had  gone  to  sea  with  him  for  the  first  time  as  a 
midshipman,  and  that  there  was  certainly  something  queer 
ubout  him  as  a  boy,  for  Linthorne  had  specially  asked  him 
to  keep  his  eye  upon  him,  and  had  begged  him  frankly  to 
let  him  know  how  he  conducted  himself.     That  rather  set 
me  against  him,  you  knoAV." 

"  I  don't  think  that  was  anything,"  James  urged.  "  I  do 
not  much  like  Ilorton,  but  I  should  not  like  you  to  have 
a  false  impression  of  him.  It  was  a  mere  boyish  affair,  sir 
—in  fact  it  was  connected  with  that  fight  with  me  I 
don't  think  he  gave  a  very  strictly  accurate  account  of  it, 
and  his  uncle,  who  in  some  matters  is  very  strict,  although 
one  of  the  kindest  of  men,  took  the  thing  up  and  sent  him 
away  to  sea.  Horton  was  certainly  punished  severely 
enough  for  that  stupid  business  without  its  counting 
against  him  afterward." 

"Hike  the  way  you  speak  up  in  his  defence.  Captain 
V\  alsham,  especially  as  you  frankly  say  you  don't  like  him 
and  henceforth  I  will  dismiss  the  affair  from  my  mind,  but 
I  should  say  that  he  has  never  forgiven  it,  although  vou 
may  have  done  so." 

"That's  natural  enough,"  James  laughed,  "because  I 
came  best  out  of  it." 

To  Richard  Horton  the  news  that  James  Walsham  was 
about  to  undertake  a  desperate  enterprise,  ^hich,  if  he 
succeeded  in  it,  would  bring  him  great  honor  and  credit, 
was  bitter  in  the  extreme,  and  the  admiration  expressed 
by  the  other  officers  at  his  courage  in  undertakino-  it  added 
to  his  anger  and  disgust.    He  walked  moodily  up  and  down 
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the  quarter-deck  all  the  afternoon  to  think  the  mutter 
over,  and  at  eacli  moment  his  fury  increased.  Could  he 
in  any  way  have  put  u  stop  to  the  adventure  he  would  in- 

terferfn  ''''  '^''"'  ''''  ^"^  ^^'''"  '"'"'  "'^  P°''^^^'  ^^^^  "^  "^- 
The  thought  that  annoyed  him  most  was  of  the  enthusi- 
asm with  which  the  news  of  the  successful  termination  of 
the  enteipnse  would  be  received  at  Sidmouth.  Already 
as  he  knew,  Aggie  regarded  James  as  u  hero,  and  the  squire 
was  almost  as  proud  of  his  mention  in  dispatches  as  if  he 
had  been  his  own  son;  but  for  this  he  cared  but  little.  It 
was  Aggie  s  good  opinion  Richard  Ilorton  desired  to  gain. 
James  Walsham  still  thought  of  her  as  the  girl  of  t^felv 

eh.d  last  seen  but  Richard  Horton  knew  her  as  almost 
a  woman,  and  although  at  first  he  had  resolved  to  marry 
herself    '""  '''  ^''  ''"''  really  cared  for  her  for 

On  the  visit  before  James  had  left  home  Richard  had 
felt  certain  that  his  cousin  liked  him;  but  since  that  time 
he  had  not  only  made  no  progress,  but  he  felt  that  he  had 
lost  rather  than  gained  ground.  The  girl  was  always 
friendly  with  him,  but  it  was  the  cool  fdendliness  of  a 

71Z'  T"^'''  ^"^'^'"'^   instinctively  felt  James 

Walsham  was  the  cause. 

In  vain  he  had  angrily  told  himself  that  it  was  absurd 
to  suppose  hat  his  cousin  could  care  for  this  fellow,  whom 
she  had  only  seen  as  an  awkward  boy,  who  had  been  con- 
tent  to  stop  away  from  the  house  and  never  go  near  her  for 
weeks  Stil,  though  he  told  himself  it  was  absurd 
knew  that  it  was  so.  When  the  conversation  happened  to 
turn  upon  James  she  so:  !,  a  took  any  part  in  it;    but 

s^bWt  T  ''''''  ''  "^'^-  '"^'  ''-'"^  uuuLenco  as  to  the 
subject.  There  was  a  soft  flush  on  her  cheek,  a  light  in 
her  eyes,  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  call  up;  and 
many  a  time  he  had  gronid  his  teeth  in  silent  rage  when 
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tlie  squire  and  Mr.  Wilks  were  discussing  the  news  received 
in  James'  last  letter,  and  expressiug  their  hopes  that  ero 
long  he  would  be  back  from  foreign  service. 

Although  by  no  means  fond  of  encoui'  ■.-■;/ .  '...iger, 
Richard  felt  that  lie  wouhl  glaiUy  ])i(!k  an  open  quarrel 
with  the  man  he  I'egarded  as  his  rival  and  shoot  him  like 
ji  dog— for  in  those  days  duels  were  matters  of  every-day 
occurrence— but  liiere  was  no  possibility  of  doing  this  at 
the  present  juncaira;  and,  moreover,  ho  knew  that  this 
would  be  tht  A  orst  possible  way  of  ridding  himself  of 
him;  for,  were  James  to  fall  by  his  hands,  his  chances  of 
winning  Aggie  would  be  hopelessly  extinguished. 

"No,^'  he  said  to  him:,elf,  "that  is  out  of  tlie  question; 
but  I  will  do  something.  Come  what  may,  h-  shall  never 
go  back  to  Sidniouth." 

The  squadron  drifted  up  beyond  Cap  Rouge  and  an- 
chored at  tho  top  of  the  flood  an  hour  b(  for.-  daybreak. 
The  gig  was  lowered,  and  James  Walsham,  amid  many  good 
wishes  and  hearty  farewells  from  the  officers,  took  his  place 
in  her  by  the  side  of  the  midshipman. 

"  Look  out  for  my  signal,"  he  said.  "Any  time  after 
to-day  you  may  see  it." 

"We  will  see  it  if  you  mak.  it,  my  boy,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, who  had  come  on  deck  to  see  him  off.  "  Don't  you 
fear  about  that.  If  you  make  ^ou:'  signal  yon  may  rely 
upon  it  our  boat  will  be  ashore  fo^-  you  that  night." 

Another  moment  and  the  boat  pulled  away  f'^m  the 
side  of  the  ship. 

"Take  it  easy,  lads,"  young  Middleto; 
dip  your  oars  in  the  water.  We  have  bi 
row  with  the  stream,  and  don't  want  to 
day  begin,-  <.o  show." 

The  oars  had  been  muffled,  and  noiselessly  the  boat 
dropped  down  the  stream  until  she  neared  Cap  Rouge, 
then  they  rowed  in  toward  the  French  shore. 
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The  day  was  just  beginning  to  break  in  the  east  as  they 
noared  the  spot  where  the  French  camp  was  situated.  It 
stood  high  upon  the  plateau;  but  there  were  a  small  num- 
ber of  tents  on  the  low  grouiul  by  Ihe  river,  as  some  bat- 
teries liad  l)een  erected  liere.  Thoy  were  but  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  shore  when  a  French  sentry  challenged. 
They  gave  no  answer,  ami  the  soldier  at  once  fired. 

"Keep  about  this  distance  out,"  James  ordered.  "Row 
quietly.  I  will  stand  up  as  if  I  wore  watming  the  shore." 
As  soon  as  the  shot  was  fired  it  was  answered  by  shots 
from  other  sentries.  A  minute  later  a  drum  was  heard  to 
beat  sharply,  and  then  in  the  faint  light  a  number  of 
French  soldiers  couM  be  seen  rnnningat  full  speed  toward 
the  shore.  The  shots  fell  thickly  round  the  boat,  and  one 
of  the  mei  dropped  his  oar  as  a  bullet  struck  him  on  the 
shoulder. 

"  Pull  out  tho  plugs,"  Janres  said. 
The  oakum  ■       pulled  out  and  thrown  overboard,  and 
the  water  rushed  in. 

"Xow  turn  her  lu  from  the  shore,  as  if  we  were  try- 
ing  to  escape."  So  rapidly  did  the  water  rush  in  through 
the  four  holes  that  in  a  minute  the  gunwale  was  nearly 
level  with  the  water.  "  Turn  her  over  now,"  James  said, 
and  in  a  moment  the  boat  was  upset  and  the  men  clinging 
to  the  bottom.  A  shout  of  t  ultation  ro>o  from  the  shore 
as  the  boat  was  seen  to  upset,  and  the  firing  at  (.nco  ceased. 
"Swim  toward  the  sliore  and  push  the  boat  before  you," 
the  young  midshijjman  said;  "they  won't  fire  anymore 
now,  and  we  have  finished  tiie  first  part  of  our  business." 

Pushing  the  boat  before  them,  the  men  made  their  way 
slowly  toward  the  shore,  striking  the  hmd  half  a  mile  b.  ],.w 
the  point  where  they  had  overturned.  'J'be  French  soldiers 
had  followed  tl  m  down  the  bank  and  surrounded  them 
as  t.icy  lai  Jed.  The  holes  in  the  bo.t  explained  fur  them- 
selves the  cause  of  the  disaster.   An  omcer  stepped  forward. 
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"You  are  our  prisoners,"  h(  saicl  to  James. 
Tlie  latter  bowed.     "  It  is  the  fortinie  of  war,"  he  said; 
"your  men  are  better  shots  than  I  guve  them  credit  for," 
and  he  pointed  to  the  lioles  in  the  boat.    He  spoke  in 
English,  but  the  ofllcur  guessed  his  meaning. 

Some  of  the  Indiaiis  and  Canadians  soon  came  flocking 
down,  and  with  angry  gestures  demanded  that  the  prison- 
ers should  be  shot;  but  the  French  officer  waved  them  off, 
and  placed  a  strong  guard  of  his  uwn  men  around  them  to 
prevent  their  being  touched  by  the  Indians.  The  young 
midshipman  spoke  French  fluently,  having  been  specially 
selected  by  the  captain  for  that  reason;  but  it  had  l)een 
agreed  between  him  and  James  that  he  .should  not  betray 
his  knowledge  of  the  language,  as  he  might  (hereby  i)ick 
up  information  which  might  be  useful.  They  were  at  once 
conducted  before  Bougainville. 

"  Do  you  speak  French  ?  "  he  asked. 
James  shook  his  head.     The  midshipman  looked  as  if 
ho  had  not  understood  the  question. 

"It  is  clear,"  the  French  officer  said  to  those  standing 
around  him,  "  that  they  came  in  to  reconnoitre  the  landing- 
place,  and  thought  in  the  dim  light  they  could  run  the 
gauntlet  of  our  sentries'  fire.  It  was  more  accurate  than 
they  gave  them  credit  for," 
"  The  boat  was  struck  twice,  you  sav  ?  " 
"  Yes,  general,"  the  officer  who  conducted  them  into  the 
tent  replied;  "two  balls  right  through  her,  and  one  of  the 
men  was  hit  on  the  shoulder." 

"The  reconnaissance  looks  as  if  Wolfe  meant  to  attempt 
landing  here,"  Bougainville  said.  «  We  must  keep  a  sharp 
look-out.  I  will  send  them  on  to  Quebec  for  the  general 
to  question  them.  He  will  find  some  one  there  who  speaks 
their  language.  I  will  send  at  once  to  tell  him  we  have 
captured  them.  But  I  can't  very  well  do  so  till  we.  h^rr^  a 
convr)-  going  with  regulars  to  guard  it.     If  they  were  to  go 
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m  charge  of  CMnnd.ans  the  clmncoa  of  their  arriving  alive 

n  Quebec  would  bo  «light.     Let  the  sailors  be  placed  in  a 

out  in  your  lines,  Cihatoaiulnn,  and  place  a  sentry  over 

them  to  see  that  the  Indians  don't  get  at  them.     The  two 

officers  can  have  the  tent  that  Le  H,e«f  gave  „p  ycstenlay 

they  like.  1  here  is  no  fear  of  their  trying  to  escape;  for 
If  they  once  went  outside  the  lines  of  the  regulars  the  In- 
(lians  urnl  Canadians  would  make  short  work  of  them  " 

The  officer  led  James  and  the  midshipman  to  a  tent  in 
the  staff  lines,  whose  owner  had  ridden  to  Quebec  on  the 
previous  night  with  dispatches,  and  motioned  to  them 
that  It  was  to  bo  theirs.  He  also  made  signs  to  them  that 
they  could  move  about  as  they  chose;  but  significantly 
warned  them  by  a  gesture  that  if  they  ventured  beyond 
the  tents  the  Indians  would  make  short  work-of  them 

lor  a  time  the  prisoners  made  no  attempt  to  leave  the 
tent,  for  the  Indians  stood  scowling  at  a  short  distance 
off,  and  would  have  entered  had  not  the  sentry  on  duty 
prevented  them  from  doing  so. 

"Do  not  talk  too  loudly,"  James  said.     « It  is  probable 
that  in  a  c.inip  ,ke  this  there  is  some  one  who  understands 
English.    Very  likely  they  are  playing  the  same  game  with 
us  that  we  are  with  them.     They  pretend  there  is  no  one 
who  can  speak  to  us;   but  very  likely  there  may  be  some 
one  standing  outside  now  trying  to  listen  to  what  we  say  - 
Then  raising  his  voice  he  went  on,  "  What  abominable  luck 
1  have!     A\ho  could  have  reckoned  upon  the  boat  being 
hit  twice  at  that  distance  ?    I  thought  wo  haa  fairly  sue- 
ceened      The  general  will  be  in  a  nice  way  when  he  finds 
Ave  don't  come  back." 

"Yes,"  Middleton  rejoined,  "and  to  think  that  we  are 
hkely^ to  spend  the  winter  in  prison  at  Quebec  instead  of 
Old  x^ngland.     I  am  half  inclined  to  try  and  escape ! " 
Nonsence!"  Jameg  replied;  "it  would  be  madness  to 


•'4i 


AVITII    AVOLFE   IN    CANADA:   0R> 


!     ^t 


!  r ! 


1 1 4i 


think  of  such  a  thing.  These  Indians  can  see  in  the  dark, 
and  the  moment  you  put  your  foot  outside  the  lines  of 
these  French  regukrs  you  would  be  carried  off  and  sciilped. 
No,  no,  my  boy;  that  would  be  simply  throwing  away  our 
lives.  There  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  wait  quietly  till  either 
Wolfe  takes  Quebec  or  you  are  exchanged." 

The  prisoners  were  treated  with  courtesy  by  the  French 
officers,  and  comfortable  meals  were  provided.  In  the 
evening  they  went  outside  the  tent  for  a  short  time,  but 
did  not  venture  to  go  far,  for  Indians  were  still  moving 
about,  and  the  hostile  glances  which  they  threw  at  the 
prisoners  were  sufficient  to  indicate  what  would  happen  to 
the  latter  if  they  were  caught  beyond  the  protection  of  the 
sentry. 

"Bougainville  was  right  in  supposing  that  prisoners 
would  not  be  likely  to  attempt  to  escape,"  James  said  in 
a  low  voice.  "  The  look  of  those  Indians  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  one  from  attempting  it  under  or- 
dinary circumstances.  It  is  well  that  my  business  will 
take  me  down  the  river  toward  Quebec,  while  they  will 
make  sure  that  I  shall  have  made  up  the  river  with  a  view 
of  making  my  way  off  to  the  ships  the  next  time  they  go 
up  above  Cap  Rouge." 

"It  will  be  risky  work  getting  through  them,"  the  mid- 
shipman remarked;  "but  all  the  same  I  wish  I  was  going 
with  you  instead  of  having  to  stick  here  in  prison." 

"  It  would  be  running  too  great  a  risk  of  spoiling  my 
chance  of  success,"  James  said.  "  I  am  accust&med  to  the 
redskins,  and  can  crawl  through  them  as  noiselessly  as 
they  could  themselves.  B«^sides,  one  can  hide  where  two 
could  rot.  I  only  hope  that  when  they  find  I  have  gone 
they  won't  take  it  into  their  heads  to  revenge  my  escape 
upon  you." 

"There  is  no  fear  of  that,"  the  midshipman  said.  "I 
shall  be  sound  asleep  in  the  tent,  and  when  they  wake  me  up 
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and  fiiKl  you  are  gone  I  shall  n.ake  a  tremendous  fuss,  and 
pretend  to  be  most  indignant  that  you  have  deserted  n^." 
Ihe  two  prisoners  had  eaten  but  little  of  tlie  meals 
served  to  them  that  day,  putting  the  greater  portionasTd 
and  hiding  it  in  tlie  straw  which  served  for  their  bods,  in 
order  that  James  might  take  with  him  a  supply  for  " 
migh  be  three  cu-  four  days  before  ho  could  bV  t'ak  n  off 
Dy  the  ships'  boats. 

;'I  sappose  you  won't  go  very  far  to-night?"  the  mid, 
shipman  said  suddenly. 

"No,"  James  replied;  "I  shall  hide  somewhere  along 
t     ookW         T' '  n '^  "' '"  '^'''-    ^^'-^  --  -^'  li-^4 

v'liThi,  rrT'       ''';"'"■  ''*  ''■''  '^"^ ''  ''^^y  ^'^  t-y 

I  am  to  this  place  tlic  safer." 

"Look  here,"  the  midshipman  said.    "  I  am  going  strictly 
to  obey  orders;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  Just^possible  th  ^ 
something  may  turn  up  that  you  ought  to  know,  or  that 
might  make  me  runt    to  bolt.     Suppose,  for  instance    1 
heard  them  say  that  they  meant  to^ihooJ  us  both  in  the 
morrnng-it's  not  likely,  you  know;   still  it's   always  as 
weJi  to  be  ...epared  for  whatever  might  happen~-if  ^^  1 
should  craw,  out  of  camp  and  make  my  wi/along  after 
you.    And  If  so,  I  shall  walk  along  the  edge  and  some- 
times give  two  little  whistles  like  this;  and  if  you  hlr 
me,  you  answer  me."  ^ 

"Don't  be  foolish,  Middleton,"  James  said  seriously 

of  rrf  't(  ™'  t;"'^  ^"'  "^^"^  '^  -^  ---- 

should  want  to  go  away.  You  have  undertaken  to  ca^ry 
this  out,  knowing  that  you  would  have  perhaps  to  remain 
Jiprisoner  orsome  time;  and  having  undertaken  ,7: 
must  keep  to  the  plans  laid  down."  ^ 

'■  But  I  am  going  to.  Captain  TOyham.    Still,  you  know 
.something  might  turn  up,"  ^  '    ■ 
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"I  don't  see  that  anything  possibly  coulJ  turn  up," 
James  insisted;  "but  if  at  any  future  time  you  do  think 
of  any  mad-brained  attoinpt  of  escaping,  you  must  take  off 
your  shoes,  and  you  must  put  your  foot  down  each  time 
as  gently  as  if  the  ground  were  covered  with  nails;  for  if 
you  were  to  tread  upon  a  twig,  and  there  were  an  Indian 
within  half  a  mile  of  you,  he  would  hear  it  crack.  But 
don't  you  attempt  any  such  folly.  No  good  could  possibly  ^ 
come  of  it,  and  you  would  be  sure  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  savages  or  Canadians;  and  you  know  how  they  treat 
prisoners." 

"1  know,"  the  boy  said;  "and  I  have  no  wish  to  have 
my  scalp  hanging  up  in  any  of  their  wigwams." 

It  was  midnight  before  the  camp  \i^as  perfectly  still,  and 
then  James  Walsham  quietly  loosened  one  of  the  pegs  of 
the  canvas  at  the  back  of  the  tent,  and  with  a  warm  grasp 
of  the  midshipman's  hand  crawled  out.  The  lad  listened 
attentively,  but  he  could  not  hear  the  slightest  sound. 
The  sentinel  was  striding  up  and  down  in  front  of  the  tent, 
humming  the  air  of  a  French  song  as  he  walked.  Half  an 
hour  passed  without  the  slightest  stir,  and  the  midshipman 
was  sure  that  James  was  by  this  time  safely  beyond  the 
enemy's  camp. 

He  was  just  about  to  compose  himself  to  sleep  when  he 
lieard  a  tramping  of  feet.  The  sentry  challenged,  the  pass- 
word was  given,  and  the  party  passed  on  toward  the  gen- 
eral's tent.  It  was  some  thirty  yards  distant,  and  the  sen- 
try posted  there  challenged.  "  I  wonder  what's  up  ?"  the 
midshipman  said  to  himself;  and  lifting  the  canvas  he  put 
his  head  out  where  James  had  crawled  through.  The  men 
had  halted  before  the  general's  tent,  and  the  boy  heard  the 
general's  voice  from  inside  the  tent  ask  sharply,  "What 
is,  it?'* 

"I  regret  to  disturb  you,  Monsieur  le  General;  but  Tvc 
hnYQ  here  one  of  the  CaTiadian  pilots  who  has  swum  ashore, 
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from  the  enemy's  fleet  higher  up  the  river,  and  who  has 
important  news  for  you.'' 

The  midshipman  at  once  determined  to  hear  what  passed 
He  had  already  taken  off  his  shoes;   and  he  now  crawled 
out  from  the  tent,  and  moving  with  extreme  caution  made 
his  way  round  to  the  back  of  the  general's  tent,  just  as  the 
latter,  having  thrown  on  his  coat  and  lighted  a  candle,  un- 
fastened the  entrance.     The  midshipman,  determined  to 
see  as  well  as  hear  what  was  going  on,  lifted  up  the  flap 
a  few  inches  behind,  and  as  he  lay  on  the  ground  peered 
in.     A  French  officer  had  just  entered,  and  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  Canadian,  whom  the  midshipman  recognized  at 
once  as  being  the  one  who  piloted  the  Sutherland  up  and 
down  the  river. 

^MVhere  do  you  come  from  ?"  Bougainville  asked. 
I  swam  ashore  two  hours  ago  from  the  English  ship 
Sutherland,"  the  Canadian  said. 

''How  did  you  manage  to  escape ?" 

*  r  would  have  swum  ashore  long  ago,  but  at  night  I 
have  always  been  locked  up,  ever  since  I  was  captured,  in  a 
cabin  below.  To-night  the  door  opened  quietly,  and  some 
one  came  m  and  said : 

Hush !— can  you  swim  ?  * 

"'Like  a  fish,' I  said. 

chlnt'?'^'"  '"'"^^  *'  *'^  ^""^  ''''p'  '^  ^  ^^'  y^"  *^^ 

"'I  should  think  so,'  I  replied. 

ZV^i?  ^°]^r'  """'  ^"*  '^^"■*  "^''^^^  *^«  «ligl^t^«t  noise.' 

I  followed  him.    We  passed  along  the  main  deck,  where 

the  sailors  were  all  asleep  in  their  hammocks.     A  lantern 

^as  burning  here  and  I  saw  by  its  light  that  my  conductor 

was  an  officer.    He  led  me  along  till  we  entered  a  cabin- 

J::rT"ll!!??r-.:_^^?^^^^  -^"-^P-!^'  'there  is  a  rope 

," ;■  r"  '•"^'"'^  ''""■"  '°  ^^'^-  water.     If  you  slide  quietly 

down  by  It  and  then  let  yourself  drift  till  you  are  well 
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astern  of  the  slii])  tlie  sentry  on  tlic  quarter-deck  will  not 
see  you.  Here  is  ii  letter:  jnit  it  in  your  caj).  If  you  are 
fired  at  ajid  a  boat  is  lowered  to  catch  you,  throw  the 
paper  away  at  onco.  "Will  you  swear  to  do  tliat  ? '  1  said  I 
would  swear  by  the  Virgin.  'Very  well,'  he  went  on;  'if 
you  get  away  safely  and  swim  to  shore,  make  your  way 
without  a  minute's  delay  to  the  French  camp  at  Cap  Rouge 
and  give  this  letter  to  the  general.  It  is  a  matter  of  the 
most  extreme  importance.-"     This  is  the  letter,  general." 

He  handed  a  small  piece  of  paper,  tightly  folded  up,  to 
Bougainville,  who  opened  it  and  read  it  by  the  light  of  the 
candle. 

He  gave  u  sharp  exclamation. 

"  Quick ! "  he  exclaimed;  "  come  along  to  the  tent  of  the 
prisoners.  I  am  warned  tJiat  the  capture  was  a  ruse,  and 
that  the  SQilitary  officer  is  a  spy,  whose  object  here  is  to 
discover  a  ianding-place.  He  is  to  escape  the  first  oppor 
tunity.'^ 

The  three  men  at  once  ran  out  from  the  tent.  The  in- 
stant 1d»y  did  so  the  miiishipman  crawled  in  under  the 
flap,  rushed  to  the  table  on  which  the  general  had  thrown 
the  piece  of  paper,  seized  it,  and  then  darted  out  again  and 
stole  quietly  away  in  the  darkness.  He  had  not  gone  twenty 
yards  when  a  volley  of  ar'^-ry  exclamations  told  him  that 
the  French  general  had  discovered  thai  the  tent  was  empty. 

The  night  was  a  dark  one,  and  to  i)revent  himself  from 
falling  over  tent-ropes  the  midshipman  threw  himself  down 
and  crawled  along  on  his  hands  and  knees,  but  he  paused 
before  he  had  gone  many  yards  and  listened  intently.  The 
general  was  returning  to  his  tent. 

"It  is  no  use  doing  anything  to-night,'"  he  said.  "P^ven 
an  Indian  could  not  follow  the  track  of  a  wagon.  At 
daybreak.  Major  Dorsay,  let  the  redskins  know  that  the 
])risoiier8  have  eacaped,  and  ofier  a  reward  of  fifty  crowns 
for  their  recapture,  dead  or  alive— I  care  not  which.     Let 


II 


)R, 


n--(l(!ck  will  not 
ju]).  If  yon  are 
you,  throw  the 
that?'  1  said  I 
lie  went  on;  'if 
[nake  your  way 
p  at  Cap  Rouge 
a  matter  of  the 
ter,  general." 
y  folded  up,  to 
the  light  of  the 


the  tent  of  the 
was  a  ruse,  and 
ject  here  is  to 
.he  first  oppor- 

tent.  The  in- 
.  in  under  the 
ral  had  thrown 
I  out  again  and 
ot  gone  twenty 
told  him  that 
ent  was  empty. 
.  himself  from 
V  himself  down 
but  he  paused 
intently.    The 

3  said,  "  Even 
a  wagon.  At 
tnow  that  the 
-if  fifty  crowns 
t  which.     Let 


li    '! 


II: 


lill  'tlM 


THE   WINNING   OF  A   CONTINENT.  339 

this  good  fellow  turn  in  at  the  guanl  tent.     I  will  talk  to 
Jum  in  the  morning.     Good-night!  " 

The  midshiprnun  kept  his  eyes  anxiously  on  the  dim 
light  that  could  be  faintly  seen  through  the  tent.  If  the 
general  missed  the  paper  he  might  guess  that  it  had  been 
taken  by  the  fugitives,  and  might  order  an  instant  search 
of  the  camp.  lie  gave  a  sigh  of  relief  when  he  saw  the 
ight  disappear  the  moment  the  French  officer  had  entered 
tiie  tent,  and  then  crawled  away  through  the  camp. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE   PATH   DOWJiT   THE   HEIGHTS. 

As  the  midshipman  crawled  away  from  the  tent  of  the 
French  general  he  adopted  the  precautions  which  James 
had  suggested,  and  felt  the  ground  carefully  for  twigs  or 
sticks  each  time  he  moved.     The  still  glowing  embers  of 
the  camp-fires  warned  him  where  the  Indians  and  Cana- 
dians were  sleeping,  and  carefully  avoiding  these  he  made 
his  way  up  beyond  the  limits  of  the  camp.     There  were 
no  sentries  posted  here,  for  the  Frcnioh  were  perfectly  safe 
from  attack  from  that  quarter,  and  once  fairly  beyonrl  the 
camp  the  midshipman  rose  to  his  feet  and  made  his  way 
to  the  edge  of  the  slopes  above  the  St.  Lawrence.     He 
walked  for  about  a  mile,  and  then  paused  on  the  very  edge 
of  the  sharp  declivity  and  whistled  as  agreed  upon. 

A  hundred  yards  further  he  repeated  the  signal.  The 
fourth  time  he  whi&tled  he  heard  just  below  him  the  an- 
swer, and  a  minute  later  James  Walsham  stood  beside  him. 
"  You  young  scamp,  what  are  you  doing  here  ?  " 
"  It  was  not  my  fault.  Captain  Walsham,  it  wasn't  in- 
deed; but  I  should  have  been  tomahawked  if  I  had  staid 
there  a  moment  longer." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  you  would  have  been  toma- 
hawked ?  "  James  asked  angrily,  for  he  was  convinced  that 
the  midshipman  had  made  up  his  mind  all  along  to  ac- 
company him. 
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Fn<rli.l,  j"',''"'""''"'  ''«  'loesiiot  unduistand  a  word  of 
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port-hole."  ^  '^  '^''i''^  tlirough  tho 

;;  Impossible ! "  James  Wal^ham  said. 
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hiive  boon  marohing  l)ackw;ird  and  forward  along  tho  odgG 
of  th.'se  hoights  for  the  last  fortnight.  I  won't  say  that  it 
is  inijiossihlo  that  they  can  find  us,  but  it  will  not  bo  by 
our  tracks.  Now,  conic  down  to  this  bush  whore  I  was 
lying,  we  will  wait  there  till  dayliglit  breaks;  it  is  as  far 
down  as  I  dare  go  by  this  light,  but  when  we  can  see  wo 
will  find  a  safer  place  further  down." 

Cautiously  they  made  their  way  down  to  a  clump  of 
bushes  twenty  feet  below  the  edge,  and  there,  lying  down, 
dozed  until  it  became  light  enough  to  see  the  ground. 
The  slope  was  very  steep,  but  bushes  grew  here  and  there 
upon  it,  and  by  means  of  these  and  projecting  rocks  they 
worked  their  way  down  some  thirty  feet  lower,  and  then 
sat  down  among  some  bushes  which  screened  them  from 
the  sight  of  any  one  who  mi;;jt  be  passing  along  the  edge 
of  the  river,  while  tlie  s^•^p  slope  effectually  hid  them 
form  any  one  moving  along  above. 

"Is  there  any  signature's o  that  letter?"  James  asked 
presently. 

The  midshipman  took  the  piece  of  paper  out  and  looked 
at  it. 

"No,  there  is  no  signature,"  he  said;  "but  I  know  the 
handwriting.    I  have  seen  it  in  orders  over  and  over  ao-ain." 

James  was  silent  a  few  minutes. 

"I  won't  ask  you  who  it  is,  though  I  fear  I  know  too 
well.  Look  here,  Middleton,  I  should  like  you  to  tear  that 
letter  up  and  say  no  more  about  it." 
^^  "  No,  sir,"  the  boy  said,  putting  the  paper  in  his  pocket, 
"  I  can't  do  that.  Of  course  I  am  under  your  orders  for 
this  expedition;  but  this  Is  not  an  affair  in  which  I  con- 
sider that  I  am  bound  to  obey  you.  This  concerns  the 
honor  of  the  officers  of  my  ship,  and  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  did  not,  upon  my  return,  place  this  letter  in 
the  hands  of  the  captain.  A  man  who  would  betray  the 
general's  plans  to  t;he  enemy  would  betray  the  ship,  and  I 
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should  be  a  traitor  myself  if  I  did  not  inform  the  captain. 
I  am  sorry,  awfully  sorry,  that  this  should  happen  to  an 
ofheer  cf  the  Siilltrrland ;  but  it  will  1)0  for  the  captMJu  to 
decide  whofiier  he  will  make  it  public  or  not.  I'here  is 
one  thing,  if  it  was  to  bo  any  one  1  would  rather  tbi.f 
was  he  than  any  one  else,  for  there  isn't  a  man  on  b, 
can  abide  him.  No,  sir,  I  am  sorry,  but  I  cannot  give  up 
the  letter,  and  even  if  you  had  torn  it  up  when  you  had  it 
myour  hand  just  now  I  should  have  reported  the  whole 
thing  to  the  captain,  and  say  I  could  swear  to  the  hand- 
writing.'' 

James  was  silent.  The  boy  was  right,  and  was  only 
doing  his  duty  in  determining  to  denounce  the  act  of  gross 
treachery  Avhich  had  been  perpetrated.  lie  was  deeply 
grieved,  however,  to  think  of  the  consequences  of  the  dis- 
covery, and  especially  of  the  blow  that  it  would  be  to  the 
squire  to  hear  that  his  nephew  was  a  traitor,  and  indeed  a 
murderer  at  heart,  for  had  not  his  flight  taken  place  before 
the  discovery  was  made  he  would  certainly  have  been  exe- 
cuted as  a  spy. 

The  day  passed  quietly.  That  the  Indians  were  search- 
ing for  him  far  and  wide  James  Walsham  had  no  doubt, 
and  indeed  from  their  hiding-place  he  saw  several  parties 
of  redskins  moving  along  on  the  river  bank  carefully  ex- 
amining the  ground. 

"  It's  lucky  we  didn't  move  along  there,"  he  said  to  his 
companion,  "for  the  groui  I  is  so  soft  that  they  would  as- 
suredly have  found  our  tracks.  I  expect  that  they  think 
it  possible  that  we  may  have  been  taken  off  in  a  boat  dur- 
ing the  night." 

"  I  hope  they  will  keep  on  thinking  so,"  the  midship, 
man  said,  "then  they  will  give  up  looking  for  us." 

"They  won't  do  that,"  James  replied;  "for  they  will  bo 
sure  that  they  must  have  seen  our  tracks  had  we  passed 
along  that  muddy  bank.     Fortunately  they  have  no  clue 
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to  where  we  really  are.  We  might  h:ive  gone  east,  west,  or 
north,  and  the  country  is  so  covered  with  bush  that  any- 
thing like  a  regular  search  is  absolutely  impossible/' 

"  I  hope  we  ain't  going  to  be  very  long  before  we  get  on 
board  again,"  the  midshipman  said,  as  he  munched  the 
small  piece  of  bread  James  served  out  to  him  for  his  din- 
ner. "  The  grub  won't  last  more  than  two  days,  even  at 
this  starvation  rate,  and  that  one  bottle  of  water  is  a  mock- 
ery, I  could  finish  it  all  straight  off.  Why,  we  shall  be  as 
badly  off  as  if  we  were  adrift  at  sea  in  a  boat." 

"Not  quite  so  bad,"  James  replied;  "we  can  chew  the 
leaves  of  some  of  these  bushes;  besides  people  don't  die  of 
hunger  or  thirst  in  four  days,  and  I  hope  before  that  to  be 
safely  on  board." 

Not  until  it  was  perfectly  dark  did  they  leave  their 
hiding-place,  and  by  tlie  aid  of  the  bushes  worked  their 
way  up  to  the  ascent  again.  James  had  impressed  on  his 
companion  that  on  no  account  was  he  to  speak  above  a 
whisper,  that  he  was  to  stop  whenever  he  did,  and  should 
he  turn  off  and  descend  the  slope,  he  was  at  once  to  follow 
his  example.  The  midshipman  kept  close  to  his  compan- 
ion, and  marvelled  how  assuredly  the  latter  walked  along, 
for  he  himself  could  see  nothing. 

Several  times  James  stopped  and  listened.  Presently  he 
turned  ofl:  to  the  right,  saying  "  hush ! "  in  the  lowest  possi- 
ble tone,  and  proceeding  a  few  paces  down  the  slope,  noise- 
lessly lay  down  behind  the  bush.  The  midshipman  imi- 
tated his  example,  though  he  wondered  why  he  was  so 
acting,  for  he  could  hear  nothing.  Two  or  three  minutes 
later  he  heard  a  low  footfall,  and  then  the  sound  of  men 
speaking  in  a  low  voice  in  some  strange  tongue.  He  could 
not  see  them,  but  held  his  breath  as  they  were  passing. 
Not  till  they  had  been  gone  some  minutes  did  James  rise 
and  pursue  his  course. 

"  Two  Indians,"  he  said,  "  and  on  the  search  for  us.    One 
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was  just  saying  to  the  otlier  he  expected  when  they  got 
back  to  camp  to  find  that  some  of  the  other  parties  had 
overtaken  us." 

Another  mile  further  and  they  saw  the  light  of  several 
fires  ahead. 

"  That  is  a  French  battery,"  James  said;  "  we  must  make 
a  detour  and  get  to  the  other  side  of  it,  then  I  will  crawl 
back  and  see  if  tliere  is  any  path  down  to  tlie  river." 
_    The  detour  was  made,  and  then  leaving  the  midshipman 
in  hiding  a  few  paces  from  the  edge  James  crawled  back 
He  soon  saw  by  tlie  fires  that  the  battery  was  manned  by 
sailors  from  the  French  fleet,  and  he  had  little  fear  of  these 
discovering  him.     Keeping  well  below  them  he  came  pres- 
ently upon  a  narrow  path.    Above  him  he  could  hear  a 
French  sentry  walking.     He  followed  the  path  down  witli 
the  greatest  caution,  stepping  with  the  most  extreme  care 
to  avoid  displacing  a  stone.    He  found  the  path  was  ex- 
cessively steep  and  rugged,  little  more  indeed  than  a  sheep 
track.     It  took  him  half  an  hour  to  reach  the  bottom,  and 
he  found  that  in  some  places  sappers  had  been  lately  at 
work  obliterating  the  path,  and  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
considered  practicable  for  men  hampered  with  their  arms 
and  ammunition.     Another  half  hour's  work  took  him  to 
the  top  again,  and  a  few  minutes  later  he  rejoined  his  com- 
panion. 

"That  won't  do,"  he  said;  "we  must  try  again.  There 
IS  a  path,  but  the  troops  could  scarcely  climb  it  if  unop- 
posed, and  certainly  could  not  do  so  without  making  such  a 
noise  as  would  attract  tlie  notice  of  the  sentinels  ibove." 

"That  is  the  battery  they  call  Sillery,"  the  midshipman 
said;  "they  have  fired  at  us  over  and  over  again  from 
there  as  we  went  up  or  down  the  river.  Tliere  is  another 
about  a  mJlo  furthnr  o.v.  •  it  is  called  Samos." 

Upon  reaching  tlie  Samos  battery  James  again  crept  up 
and  reconnoitred.    The  way  down,  however,  was  even  more 
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difficult  than  at  Sillery.  There  was  indeed  no  regular  path, 
and  so  steep  was  the  descent  that  he  doubted  whether  it 
would  be  possible  for  armed  men  to  climb  it.  Even  he, 
exceptionally  strong  and  active  as  he  was  and  unencum- 
bered with  arms,  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  making  his 
way  down  and  up  again,  and  indeed  could  only  do  so  by 
grasping  the  trunks  of  trees  and  strong  bushes. 

"It  can't  be  done  there,"  he  said  to  the  midshipman 
when  he  joined  him  again.  "And  now  we  must  look  for  a 
hiding-place;  we  must  have  been  five  or  six  hours  since 
we  started,  and  the  nights  are  very  short.  At  any  rate  we 
cannot  attempt  another  exploration  before  morning." 

"  I  wish  we  could  explore  the  inside  of  a  farm-house  and 
light  upon  something  to  eat  and  drink,"  the  midshipman 
said. 

"It^s  no  use  wishing,"  James  replied;  "we  can't  risk 
anything  of  that  sort,  and  probably  all  the  farm-houses  are 
full  of  troops.  We  have  got  a  little  bread  left,  that  will 
hold  us  over  to-morrow  comfortably." 

"It  may  hold  us,"  Middleton  said;  "but  it  certainly 
won't  hold  me  comfortably.  My  idea  of  comfort  at  ' '  t 
present  time  would  be  a  round  of  beef  and  a  gallon  of 

"Ah!  you  are  an  epicure,"  James  laughed.  "If  you  hud 
had  throe  or  four  years  of  campaigning  in  the  forest,  as  I 
have  had,  you  would  learn  to  content  yourself  on  some- 
thing  a  good  deal  less  than  that." 

"1  might,"  the  boy  said;  "but  I  have  my  doubts  about 
it.  There's  one  comfort,  we  shall  be  able  to  rileep  all  day 
to-morrow,  and  so  I  shan't  think  about  it.  As  the  Indians 
did  not  find  our  tracks  yesterday  they  are  not  likely  to  do 
so  to-day." 

They  were  some  time  before  they  found  a  hiding-place, 
for  the  descent  was  so  steep  that  they  had  to  try  several 
times  before  they  could  get-  down  far  enough  to  reach  a 
spot  screened  by  bushes  and  hidden  from  the  sight  of  any 
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one  passing  above.  At  last  tliey  did  so,  and  soon  lay  down 
to  sleep,  after  partaking  of  a  mouthful  of  water  each  and 
a  tiny  piece  of  bread.  Tliey  passed  the  day  for  the  most 
part  in  sleep,  but  the  midshipman  woke  frequently,  being 
now  really  parched  with  thirst.  Each  time  he  cliewed  a 
few  leaves  from  the  bush  in  which  they  were  lying,  but 
derived  but  small  comfort  from  it. 

"It's  awful  to  think  of  to-morrow,"  he  said  as  evening 
approached.  "Even  supposing  you  find  a  way  down  to- 
night  It  must  be  midnight  to-morrow  before  we  are  taken 
oil. 

"If  I  find  a  way  down,"  James  said,  "I  will,  if  possible, 
take  you  down  with  me,  and  then  we  can  take  a  long  drink 
at  the  river;  but  at  any  rate  I  will  take  the  bottle  down 
with  me  and  bring  it  up  full  for  you.  The  next  place  to 
try  is  the  spot  where  we  saw  some  tents  as  we  went  up  the 
river  There  is  no  battery  there,  and  the  tents  can  only 
have  been  pitched  there  because  there  was  some  way  down 
to  the  water.  It  cannot  be  more  tlian  half  a  mile  away 
for  It  was  not  more  than  a  mile  from  Fort  Samos." 

"Can't  I  go  with  you?"  the  midshipman  said,  "I  v^ill 
be  as  quiet  as  a  cat;  and  if  you  find  it  is  a  good  path  and 
come  up  to  fetch  me  down,  you  see  there  will  be  a  treble 
risk  of  being  seen." 

"Very  well,"  James  agreed;  "only  mind  if  you  set  a 
stone  rolling  or  break  a  twig  it  will  cost  us  both  our  lives 
to^say  nothing  of  the  failure  of  our  oxpedition." 

"I  will  be  as  quiet  as  a  mouse,  you  see  if  I  ain't,"  the 
midshipman  said  confidently;  "and  I  will  try  not  to  tliink 
even  once  of  the  water  below  there,  so  as  not  to  hurry." 

Together  they  crept  cautiously  along  the  edge  of  the 
ridge  until  they  came  to  a  clump  of  some  fifteen  tents. 
As  they  approached  they  could  see  by  tlio  light  of  the  fires 
that  the  encampment  was  one  of  Canadian  troops.  James 
had  not  intended  to  move  forward  until  all  were  asleep 
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but  the  men  were  all  chatting  round  the  fires,  and  it  did 
not  seem  to  him  that  a  sentry  had  as  yet  been  pUoed  on 
the  edge  01  the  descent.     He  therefore  crept  forward  at 
once,  followed  closely  by  tlie  midshipman,  keeping  as  far 
us  possible  down  beyond  the  slope  of  the  descent!    Pres- 
ently  he  came  to  a  path;  he  .aw  at  once  that  this  was  ve>'y 
different  from  tlie  otliers-it  was  regularly  cut,  sloping 
gradually  down  the  face  of  the  sharp  descent,  and  Ls  wid! 
enough  for  a  cart  to  pass.     He  at  once  took  his  way  down 
It,  moving  with  the  greatest  caution,  lest  a  sentry  should 
be  posted  some  distance  below.     It  was  very  dark,  for  in 
many  places  the  trees  met  overhead.    About  half-way  down 
he  suddenly  came  to  a  stop,  for  in  front  of  him  rose  a  bank 
breast-high. 

Here,  if  anywhere,  a  sentry  should  have  been  placed,  and 
holding  his  companion's  arm  James  listened  intentlv  for 
some  time.  -' 

"  Mind  what  you  are  doing,"  he  said  in  a  whisper;  "  this 
IS  a  breastwork,  and  probably  the  path  is  cut  away  on  the 
other  side.  _  Fortunately  we  are  so  far  down  the  hill  now 
that  there  is  not  much  risk  of  their  hearing  any  slight 
noise  we  might  make.  You  stand  here  till  I  find  out 
what  s  on  the  other  side." 

James  climbed  over  the  breastwork  and  cautiously  let 
Inmself  go  on  the  other  side;  he  fell  some  five  or  six  feet. 
Come  on,    he  said  in  a  low  voice;  "  lower  yourself  down 
oy  your  arms,  I  can  reach  your  legs  then." 

The  gap  cut  in  the  patli  Avas  some  ten  feet  across  and 
SIX  fee  deep  When  with  some  difficulty  they  clambered 
up  on  tlie  other  side  they  found  the  path  obstructed  by  a 
number  of  felled  trees,  forming  a  thick  abattis.  They 
managed  to  climb  the  steep  hill-side  and  kept  along  it 
until  past  the  obstruction,  then  they  got  on  to  the  path 
again  and  found  it  unbroken  to  the  bottom. 
"  So  far,  so  good,"  James  said.     «  Now  do  you  stop  here 
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near  «,o  bott„:„"«L  pi:,;' """"'^'  ^'""™«'  -3-'-e 

"All  riirht  ? "  I,       • ,  -^         '^  ^^"^  mniutes. 

the  river     Now  vf„  „         '"'"■ '"mo  sentries  fartlier  ,n, 
fortunately  TjZ  iZ;^  ""■™<'  "<I  "avo  a  drink', 

got  to  marcifofll  ^  „t  d  wYTe  '"M"  V™  ""^ 
thing."  '""  '  "ol  ready  for  any- 

"  It  won't  do  to  hide  anywhere  no-,,. »  r 
■f  the  boat  which  comes  toIakT.,?   i  J™""'"";  "for 
wouhi  p„t  them  on  the    g,  ard  and  tw"'  u  I"  '"'"  '' 
ot  sentries  about  here  in  f  ,tnr„     at  ""'''  ""=  P'^''^ 

at  the  foot  „f  the  preoinice  '  "t '""  '""^  '"»"« 

far  as  we  can  tell.  betZ  rSan  of  T,!!?™'  '""'""y'  »» 
will  climb  nn  as  hit    .!="  "'^  S''Iery,and  then  we 

in  the  JoZ"-  b  ,f  vo  ,  „'  Tf '  """  "''"  »'-  -«""! 
»«  I  told  you  here  "re^o'  "?'  ""■■*"  '"  «  »■""''  'o"- 
edge  higher  up"  '""™''  "'"""'^  ^^  *"  ™tcr', 

"  I  will  be  careful,  don't  you  fe-ir  "  tl,„  „  ■  1  ,  • 
"  There  is  not  much  fear  of  n  u'    ""',™."'^l"Pn«'n  said, 
dark  without  boots  ntbei'        rlr'lT  tf  '"  *"' 
against  a  rock  just  now  -mSiZ  ^"""''"^  "J'  'oe 

not  to  halloa.       wil  IbTjlfu   in     T  ""'f  "'  ^  ™""  '^<' 
An  hour's  walking  broS    them  J'"'     ""^  '1'  ^'°"-" 
hill  was  rather  less  sLnlh!  ,     \    "  'P°'  "'''«'•''  the 

they  gained  a  stt  s„Te  flftvrT  \"''^  f ""'"''  ""  ""«' 
H-.andthereLZ:L'trro7Lr^'-''°'''-^ 

eanthors-: -'^  t'S  T  '"'[  '""°^°  "  ^^'  "-^  " 
below  "  I  ''■="•''  ""hout  the  risk  of  its  being  seen  from 
Now,   James  sa,d.   "  We  mustn't  go  to  sleep,!,  w"  l!^^ 
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move  directly  the  dawn  commences,  else  those  sentries 
below  niiglit  make  us  out." 

At  diiybreuk  they  shifted  their  position  and  gained  a 
spot  completely  hidden  from  below,  but  from  which  an 
entire  view  of  the  river  could  be  obtained. 

"Tide  will  be  low  in  a  couple  of  hours,"  the  midship- 
man said;  "there  are  the  fleet  below,  they  will  come  up 
with  the  first  flood,  so  in  three  or  four  hours  they  will  bo 
abreast  of  us.     I  hope  they  will  make  out  our  signal." 

"I  have  no  fear  of  that,"  James  replied;  "they  are  sure 
to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  for  it." 

Presently  the  tide  grew  slacker,  and  half  an  hour  later 
the  ships  were  seen  to  hoist  their  sails  and  soon  began  to 
drop  slowly  up  the  river.  When  they  approached  James 
fastened  his  handkerchief  against  the  trunk  of  a  tree  .veil 
open  to  view  from  the  river  and  then  stood  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  approaching  ships.  Just  as  the  Sutherland 
came  abreast  of  the  spot  where  they  were  standing  the 
ensign  was  dipped.  James  at  once  removed  his  hand- 
kerchief. 

"  Now,"  he  said,  "  Middleton,  you  can  turn  in  and  take  a 
sleep;  at  twelve  o'clock  to-night  there  will  be  a  boat  below 
for  us." 

Two  or  three  hours  after  darkness  had  fallen  James  and 
his  companion  made  their  way  down  the  sic  ^-^  and  crawled 
out  to  the  water's  edge.  There  was  no  sentry  within  hear- 
ing, and  they  sat  down  by  the  edge  of  the  river  until  sud- 
denly a  light  gleamed  for  an  instant  low  down  on  the 
water  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the  shore. 

They  at  once  stepped  into  the  river,  and  wading  out  for 
some  little  distance  struck  out  toward  where  they  had  seen 
the  light.  A  few  minutes'  swimming  and  they  saw  some- 
thing dark  ahead,  another  few  strokes  took  them  alongside 
and  they  were  hauled  into  the  boat.  The  slight  noise  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  a  sentry  some  little  distance  alon§ 
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the  shore,  and  his  qui  vivc  came  sharply  across  the  w-itcr 
followed  a  few  seconds  later  by  the  flash  of  his  gun  ' 

hou  Tat:7ti;:io  r'' "'  ^^r'^"^  -^  ^'"'•^-  «^  - 

wi      W  .         ""'f  '''""««••'«  the  Sutherland,  which 

iuuod  the  boat  as  it  approached.  ^ 

^''Is  Captain  James  Walsham  on  board?" 

I  es,  sir,"  James  replied. 
"Bravo,  bravo!"  the  general  cried,  delighted.   «  Bravo  P> 

Wairm,at  lett  ^^  ilT  toot  QuX"  T'  '"^'^ 
n^y  cabin  at  once  and  tell  m'e^ll  atu'tl  ''bu^'  ZZll 
you  are  hungry."  pernaps 

"Iamiratherhungry,general,"Jamessaidnuietlv  "wa 
have^had  nothmg  to  eat  but  a  crust  of  brerS'thrle 

;;We  who  are  we?"  the  general  asked  quickly. 
^^^^^Mr^^I^^^^^^^ 

"The  galley  fires  are  out,"  the  admiril  «ni^  «t.  ^. 
shall  have  so.e  cold  n,eat  in'  „,  oabti:  ^.  ..""*  ^™ 

"Now,  Captain  Walsham,  in  the  first  r^ln^n    i 
~ea-have  ,„„  ,„„„a  'a  P^^^Lfr  pSl^;  Z 

Wol^ZmX!  T'  t  >]'  ",  ™' '"  »^ ""-  ™^ 

There  are  some  Cauadia,,,  i„  ,e„ta  „ear  the  top  of  tlf;!,' 
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but  thoy  seem  to  koO[)  a  vory  ourolcss  watch,  niid  no  sentry 
is  placed  ivt  the  bottom  or  on  tlio  eilgo  of  tlio  river  any- 
wliere  near." 

"Admirable,  admirable!"  "Wolfe  exclaimed.  "At  last 
there  is  a  chance  of  our  ontroachiiifr  Montcalm,  And  you 
were  not  seen  examining  the  path?  nothing  occurred  to 
excite  their  suspicion  and  load  them  to  kecj)  a  better  look- 
out in  future  ?" 

"  No,  sir,"  James  replied,  "  they  have  had  no  suspicion 
of  my  presence  anywhere  near.  The  spot  where  I  was 
taken  off  was  two  miles  higher.  I  moved  away  in  order 
that  if  we  Avere  seen  swimming  off  to  the  boat  no  suspicion 
should  occur  that  we  Imd  been  reconnoitring  the  pathway." 

"That  is  right,"  the  general  said.  "Now  tell  me  the 
whole  story  of  what  you  have  been  doing,  in  your  own 
way." 

James  related  his  adventures  up  to  the  time  when  he 
was  joined  by  the  midshipman. 

"But  what  made  Mr.  Middleton  escape?"  the  admiral 
asked.  "  I  thought  that  his  instructions  were  precise  that 
he  was  to  permit  himself  to  be  taken  prisoner,  and  was  to 
remain  quietly  in  Quebec  until  we  could  either  exchange 
him  or  take  the  place." 

"That  was  how  he  understood  his  instructions,  sir," 
James  said;  "but  I  would  rather  that  you  should  question 
him  yourself  as  to  his  reasons  for  escaping.  I  may  say 
they  appear  to  me  to  be  perfectly  valid,  as  an  occurrence 
took  place  upon  which  it  was  impossible  for  Captain  Peters 
to  calculate  when  he  gave  them."  James  then  finished  ' 
the  report  of  his  proceedings,  and  General  Wolfe  expressed 
his  great  satisfaction  at  the  result. 

"  I  will  put  you  in  orders  to-morrow  for  you  brevet-ma- 
jority," he  said,  "and  never  was  the  rank  more  honorably 
earned." 

TkQ  udmiral  rang  a  liajid-bell, 
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'Send  Mr.  Middleton  to  me.     AVhere  is  ho  ' " 
ile  Ks  having  supper  in  Captain  Peters'  cabin." 
.^  Ask  C.p..,n  Peters  if  he  will  be  good  onongh  to  come 

n^ltml'"'"  '^^^^^'^  "^^^^^  ^"^--^'  ^^"-ved  by  the 

ton'  IP''^'''''  ^^*^'-«'  you  I>«ve  been  asking  young  Middle- 
ton  the  reason  why  he  .lid  not  carry  out  hi!  iLtr .fetich'  '^  , 

I  hue,  admn-al,"  f'aptain  Peters  said  gravely  "and  T 
was  only  waiting  until  you  were  disengag^l  o  .'.or  the 
circumstance  to  you.    He  had  better  tflfyou,  si^^h^f  owi! 

Captain  Peters  then  took  a  s  mt  at  the  table  while  tbo 
midshipman  related  his  story  ir  nearlv  the  In  1  IT    i 
which  bp  V,.xA  ^r.^A  -w     t     ^       ntari}  tue  same  words  in 
wnicn  he  had  told  it  to  James.     When  be  fnl,]  ^f  ti, 

n«s  enab  ed  h,m  to  get  free.    I  own  Lt  altho  "h    "he 

^eolVa/^'it      f  oTtr    ,e"ir\tT  ""'  I'  'T"^^^ 
hivp  rinno  +1,,-  question.     Ihat  an  officer  should 

.ee„;  to  ahow  that  it  Jt  tZMt  t. -X'-''  ™'" 
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make  off  with  it.  Hero  it  is,  sir;  I  have  shown  it  to  Cap- 
tain Peters." 

The  admiral  took  the  paper  and  read  it,  and  handed  it 
without  a  word  to  General  Wolfe. 

"  That  is  proof  conclusive,"  ho  said.  "  Peters,  do  you 
know  the  handwriting  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  Captain  Peters  said  gravely.  "  T  recognized  it  at 
once,  as  did  Mr.  Middleton.  It  is  the  handwriting  of  Lieu- 
tenant Ilorton." 

"  But  what  on  earth  could  be  the  motive  of  this  unhappy 
young  man  ?  "  the  admiral  -isked. 

"  I  imagine,  sir,  from  what  I  saw  on  the  evening  before 
Captain  Walsham  sot  out,  and  indeed  fron\  what  Cajjlain 
Walsham  said  when  I  (piestioned  him,  that  it  was  a  case  of 
private  enmity  against  Captain  Walsham." 

"  Is  this  so,  Captain  Walsiiam  ?  "  General  Wolfe  asked. 

"  I  have  no  enmity  against  him,  sir,"  James  said,  "  though 
I  own  that  his  manner  impressed  me  with  the  ii^ea  that  ho 
regarded  me  as  an  enemy.  The  fact  is  we  lived  near  each 
other  as  boys,  and  we  had  a  fight.  I  got  the  best  of  it.  lie 
gave  an  account  of  the  affair,  which  was  not  exactly  cor- 
rect, to  his  uncle,  Mr.  Linthorne,  a  wealthy  landowner  and 
a  magistrate.  The  latter  had  me  up  at  the  justice-room; 
but  I  brought  forward  witnesses  who  gave  their  account 
of  the  affair.  Mr.  Linthorne  considered  that  his  nephew 
— whom  he  had  at  that  time  regarded  as  his  heir — had  not 
given  a  correct  account,  and  was  so  angry  that  he  sent 
him  to  sea,  I  would  say,  sir,"  he  said  earnestly,  "that 
were  it  possible  I  should  have  wished  this  unhappy  affair 
to  be  passed  over." 

"Impossible!  "  the  admiral  and  f'^neral  said  together. 

"I  fear  it  is  impossible  now,  sir,"  James  said  gravely; 
"but  it" might  have  been  stopped  before." 

"  Captain  Walsham  wanted  me  to  tear  up  the  note,"  the 
midshipman  put  iu^  "  but  though  I  was  awfully  sorry  such 
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flle  Of  n,..incu:';;ett'n,e';,';;r.:'  -"—■ l.ora>  with  a 
l.er  tnla    "1    '''.°"';,  """S''*  «»'"«"""«  from  a  sl.elf  by  h^ 

>^^sx  :;■!""  n-fj::  -i-  ^  y^  «l  *: 
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The  sudden  summons  at  this  hour  of  the  night  confirmed 
his  fears,  and  it  was  with  a  face  almost  as  pale  as  death 
that  he  entered  the  cabin. 

"  Lieutenant  Horton,"  the  admiral  said,  "  you  are  ac- 
cused of  having  assisted  in  the  escape  of  the  pilot  who  was 
our  prisoner  on  board  this  ship.  You  are  further  ac  used 
of  releasing  him  with  the  special  purpose  that  the  plans 
which  General  AVolfe  had  laid  to  obtain  information  might 
be  thwarted." 

"  Who  accuses  me  ?  "  Richard  Ilorton  asked.  "  Captain 
Walsham  is  my  enemy;  he  has  for  years  intrigued  against 
me  and  sought  to  do  me  harm.  He  was  the  companion  of 
smugglers,  and  was  captured  by  the  Thetis,  and  had  the 
choice  of  being  sent  to  prison  and  tried  for  his  share  in 
the,  killing  of  some  of  the  coast-guards,  or  of  going  before 
the  mast.  I  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Thetis  at  the  time, 
and  I  suppose  because  I  did  not  then  interfere  on  his  be- 
half he  has  now  trumped  up  this  accusation  against  me, 
an  accusation  I  defy  him  to  prove." 

"You  are  mistaken.  Lieutenant  Horton,"  the  admiral 
sa.'d.  "  Captain  Walsham  is  not  your  accuser;  nay  more, 
he  has  himself  committed  a  grave  dereliction  of  duty  in 
trying  to  screen  you,  and  by  endeavoring  to  destroy  the 
principal  evidence  against  you.  Mr.  Middleton  overheard 
a  conversation  between  the  Canadian  pilot  and  the  French 
general,and  the  former  described  how  he  had  been  liberated 
by  an  English  officer,  who  assisted  him  to  escape  by  a  rope 
from  the  port-hole  in  his  cabin." 

"I  do  not  see  that  that  is  any  evidence  against  me," 
Richard  Horton  said.  "  In  the  Si'st  place,  the  man  maj" 
have  been  lying;  ir  the  second  place,  unless  he  mentioned 
my  name  why  am  I  suspected  more  than  any  other  officer  ? 
And  even  if  he  did  mention  my  name,  my  word  is  surely 
as  good  as  that  of  a  Canadian  prisoner?  It  is  probable 
that  the  man  was  released  by  one  of  the  crew — some  man, 
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perhaps,  who  owed  me  a  grudge-who  told  him  to  say  that 
It  was  I  who  freed  him,  in  hopes  that  some  day  this  out- 
rageous story  might  get  about." 

;'  Your  suggestions  are  plausible,  Mr.  Ilorton,"  the  ad- 
miral said  coldly.  "Unfortunately  it  is  not  on  the  word 
ot  tins  Canadian  that  we  have  to  depend.  There  sir  "  he 
said,  holding  out  the  letter;  "there  is  the  chie/ witness 
against  you.  Captain  Peters  instantly  recognized  your 
handwriting,  as  Mr.  Middleton  had  done  before  him." 

Richard  Horton  stood  gazing  speechlessly  at  the  letter 
uo  confounded  was  he  by  the  unexpected  production  of 
this  fatal  missive  that  he  was  unable  tc     .  ier  a  single  word 
of  explanation  or  excuse. 

„  "Wjour  sword  on  the  table,  sir,"  the  admiral  said, 
and  retire  to  your  cabin,  where  you  will  remain  under 
close  arrest  till  a  court-martial  can  be  assembled." 

Richard  Horton  unbuckled  his  sword  and  laid  it  on  the 
table,  and  left  the  cabin  without  a  word. 

"  It  would  have  been  better  to  send  a  guard  with  him  " 
Captam  Peters  said;  "he  might  jump  overboard  or  blow 
his  brains  out." 

"Quite  so,  Peters,"  the  admiral  said;  "the  very  thin^ 
that  was  in  my  mind  when  I  told  him  to  retire  to  his  cabin 
-the  very  best  thing  he  could  do  for  himself  and  for  the 
service.  A  nice  scandal  it  would  be  to  have  to  try  and 
hang  a  naval  officer  for  treachery.  I  am  sure  you  agree 
with  me,  general  ? "  j         &^ 

"  Thoroughly,"  the  general  said;  "  let  him  blow  his  bnins 
out  or  desert;  but  you  had  best  keep  a  sharp  look-out  that 
he  does  not  desert  at  present.  After  we  have  once  effected 
our  landing,  I  should  say  keep  as  careless  a  watch  over  " 
him  ag  possible;  but  dou't  lot  him  go  before.  It  is  bad 
enough  that  the  French  know  that  Cjintufp  W^hhim  went 
ashore  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  a  landing-place;  but 
It  would  be  worse  were  they  to  become  aware  that  he  has 
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rejoined  the  sliips,  iiiul  that  lie  was  taken  off  by  a  bn;it 
within  a  couple  of  miles  of  the  spot  where  we  mean  to 
land." 

The  admiral  was  right.  Richard  Ilorton  had,  when 
summoned  to  tlie  cabin,  hastily  placed  a  pistol  in  his  bosom 
with  the  intention  of  blowing  out  his  brains  should  he  find 
that  the  discovery  he  dreaded  had  been  made.  Had  the 
marines  posted  outside  the  cabin  been  ordered  to  accom- 
jiany  him,  he  would  at  once  have  carried  his  purpose  into 
execution;  but  finding  himself  free,  he  walked  to  his  cabin, 
still  determined  to  blow  out  his  brains  before  morning; 
but  the  impulse  once  past,  he  could  not  summon  up  reso- 
lution to  carry  his  resolve  into  effect.  ITe  would  do  it,  ho 
said  to  himself,  before  the  court-martial  came  on.  That 
would  be  time  enough.  This  was  tlie  decision  he  arrived 
at  when  the  morning  dawned  upon  him  lying  despairing 
in  his  cot. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE  CAPTUUE  OF  QUEBEC. 

Ok  the  day  on  which  he  received  James's  report  AVolfe 
Issued  his  orders  for  the  attack.  Colonel  JJurton  at  Point 
Levi  was  to  bring  up  every  man  who  could  be  spared  to  assist 
in  the  enterprise,  and  that  officer  accordingly  marched  to 
tlie  spot  indicated  for  embarkation  after  nightfall  with 
l,;iOO  men. 

As  night  approached,  the  main  fleet,  under  Admiral 
Saunders,  below  Quebec,  ranged  itself  opposite  Beauport, 
and  opened  a  tremendous  cannonade,  while  the  boats  were 
lowered  and  filled  with  sailors  and  marines,  Montcalm, 
believing  that  the  movements  of  the  English  above  the 
town  were  only  a  feint,  and  that  their  main  body  was  still 
below  it,  massed  his  troops  in  front  of  Beauport  to  repel 
the  expected  landing. 

To  Colonel  Howe  of  the  light  infantry  was  given  the 
honor  of  leading  the  little  party  who  were  to  suddenly  at- 
tack Vergor's  camp  at  the  head  of  the  path.  James  Wal- 
sham,  knowing  the  way,  was  to  accompany  him  as  second 
in  command.  Twenty-four  picked  men  volunteered  to 
follow  them.  Thirty  large  troop-boats  and  some  boats 
belonging  to  the  ships  were  in  readiness,  and  1,700  men 
took  their  places  in  tlicm. 

The  tide  was  still  flowing,  and  the  better  to  deceive  the 
Ei'ench  the  vessels  and  boats  were  allowed  to  drift  upward 
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for  a  little  distance  as  if  to  attempt  a  landing  above  Cap 
Rouge,  "Wolfe  had  that  day  gained  some  intelligence  which 
would  assist  him  to  deceive  the  enemy,  for  he  learned  that 
a  number  of  boats  laden  with  provisions  from  Quebec  were 
coming  down  with  the  tide. 

Wolfe  was  on  board  the  Sutlierlancl.  He  was  somewhat 
stronger  than  he  had  been  for  some  days,  but  felt  a  pre- 
sentiment that  he  would  die  in  the  ajiproaching  battle. 
About  two  o'clock  the  tide  began  to  ebb,  and  two  lanterns 
—the  signal  for  the  troops  to  put  off— were  shown  in  the 
rigging  of  the  Sutherland.  Fortune  favored  the  English. 
Bougainville  had  watched  the  vessels  until  he  saw  them 
begin  to  drift  down  again  with  the  stream,  and  thinking 
that  they  would  return  again  with  the  flood,  as  they  had 
done  for  the,  last  seven  days,  allowed  his  weary  troops  to 
retire  to  their  camp.  The  battalion  of  Guienne,  instead 
of  encamping  near  the  htigjits,  had  remained  on  the  St. 
Charles;  and  Vergor,  an  incapable  and  cowardly  officer, 
had  gone  quietly  to  bed,  and  had  allowed  a  number  of  the 
Canadians  under  him  to  go  away  to  their  village  to  assist 
in  getting  in  the  harvest. 

For  two  hours  the  English  boats  drifted  down  with  the 
stream.     As  they  neared  their  destination  they  were  sud- 
denly challenged  by  a  French  sentry.    An  officer  who  spoke 
the  language  replied,  **  France." 
■       "A  quel  regiment?" 

"  De  la  reine,"  the  officer  replied,  knowing  that  a  part 
of  that  regiment  was  with  Bougainville.  The  sentry,  be- 
lieving that  they  were  the  expected  provision  boats,  allowed 
them  to  pass  on. 

A  few  hundred  yards  further  another  sentry  challenged 
them.  The  same  officer  replied  in  French,  "Provision 
boats.  Don't  make  a  noise;  the  English  will  hear  us."  A 
few  minutes  later  tliQ  boats  rowed  up  to  the  strand  at  the 
foot  of  the  heights.     Vergor  had  placed  no  sentry  on  the 
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shore,  and  the  troops  landed  unchallenged.  Guided  by 
James  Walsham,  Colonel  Howe,  with  his  twenty -four  vol- 
unteers, led  the  way.  As  silently  as  they  could  they  moved 
up  the  pathway  until  they  gained  the  top  and  saw  before 
them  the  outline  of  the  tents.  They  went  at  them  with  a 
rush.  Vergor  leaped  from  his  bed  and  tried  to  run  off,  but 
was  shot  in  the  heel  and  captured.  His  men,  taken  by 
surprise,  made  little  resistance.  One  or  two  were  caught 
but  the  rest  fled.  ^  ' 

The  main  body  of  the  troops  were  waiting  fo'r  the  most 
part  in  the  boats  by  the  edge  of  the  bank.  Not  a  word 
was  spoken  as  the  men  listened  almost  breathlessly  for  a 
sound  which  would  tell  them  whether  the  enterprise  had 
succeeded.  Suddenly  the  stillness  was  broken  by  the  mus- 
ketry on  the  top  of  the  heights,  followed  by  a  loud  British 
cheer.  Then  all  leaped  from  the  boats,  and  each  man,  with 
his  musket  slung  at  his  back,  scaled  the  rocks  as  best  he 
might.  The  narrow  path  had  been  made  impassable  by 
trenches  and  abattis,  but  the  obstructions  were  soon  cleared 
away  and  the  stream  of  soldiers  poured  steadily  up. 

As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  had  gained  the  plateau 

strong  parties  were  sent  off  to  seize  the  batteries  at  Samos 

and  Sillery,  which  had  just  opened  fire  upon  the  boats  and 

sups.    This  was  easily  done,  and  the  English  footing  on 

the  plateau  was  assured.    As  fast  as  the  boats  were  emptied 

of  the  men  they  rowed  back  to  the  ships  to  fetch  more, 

and  the  whole  force  was  soon  on  shore.     The  day  began  to 

break  a  few  minutes  after  the  advanced  troops  had  gained 

the  heights,  and  before  it  was  fairly  daylight  all  the  first 

party  were  drawn  up  in  line  ready  to  resist  attack;  but  no 

enemy  was  in  sight.     A  body  of  Canadians  who  had  sallied 

from  the  town  on  hearing  the  firing,  and  moved  along  the 

strand  toward  the  landing-place,  had  been  quickly  driven 

back,  and  for  the  present  no  other  sign  of  the  enemy  was 

to  be  seen. 
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Wolfe  reconnoitrod  the  ground,  and  found  a  suitable  place 
for  a  battle  at  a  spot  known  as  the  Plains  of  Abraham, 
from  a  pilot  of  that  name  who  had  owned  a  piece  of  land 
there  in  the  early  days  of  the  coloiiy.  It  was  a  tract  of 
grass,  with  some  corn-fields  here  and  there,  and  studded 
by  clumps  of  bushes.  On  the  south  it  was  bounded  by 
the  steep  fall  down  to  the  St.  Lawrence;  on  the  north  it 
sloped  gradually  down  to  the  St.  Charles. 

Wolfe  led  his  troops  to  this  spot  and  formed  them  in 
line  across  the  plateau  and  facing  the  city.  The  right 
wing  rested  on  the  edge  of  the  height  along  the  St.  Law- 
rence, but  the  left  did  not  extend  far  enough  to  reach  the 
slopes  down  to  the  St.  Cliarles.  To  prevent  being  out- 
flanked on  this  wing  Brigadier  Townshend  was  stationed 
here  with  two  battalions  drawn  up  at  right  angles  to  the 
rest  and  facing  the  St.  Charles.  Webb's  regiment  formed 
the  reserve,  the  3d  battalion  of  Royal  Americans  were  left 
to  guard  the  landing,  and  Howe's  light  infantry  occupied 
a  wood  far  in  the  rear  of  the  force  to  check  Bougainville 
should  he  approach  from  that  direction,  Wolfe  with  his 
three  brigadiers  commanded  the  main  body,  which,  when 
all  the  troops  had  arrived,  numbered  less  than  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men. 

Quebec  was  less  than  a  mile  distant  from  the  spot  where 
the  troops  were  posted  in  order  of  battle,  but  an  interven- 
ing ridge  hid  it  from  the  sight  of  the  troops.  At  six  o'clock 
the  white  uniforms  of  the  battalion  of  Guienne,  which  had 
marched  up  in  hot  haste  from  their  camp  on  the  St.  Charles, 
made  their  appearance  on  the  ridge  and  halted  there  await- 
ing reinforcements.  Shortly  afterward  there  was  an  out- 
break of  hot  firing  in  the  rear,  where  the  light  troops  under 
Colonel  Howe  repulsed  a  detachment  of  Bougainville's 
command  which  came  up  and  attacked  them. 

Montcalm  had  been  on  the  alert  all  night.  The  guns  of 
Saunders's  fleet  thundered  unceasingly  opposite  Beauport, 
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and  its  boats  hovered  near  the  shore  threatening  a  land- 
ing.    All  night  the  French  troops  remained  in  their  in- 
trenchments.    Accompanied  by  the  Chevalier  Johnston,  he 
remained  all  night  in  anxious  expectation.    Tie  felt  that 
the  critical  moment  had  come,  but  could  not  tell  from 
which  direction  the  blow  was  to  arrive.     He  had  sent  an 
officer  to  Vaudreuil,  whose  quarters  were  near  Quebec, 
begging  him  to  send  word  instantly  should  anything  occur 
above  the  town.     Just  at  daybreak  he  heard  the  sound  of 
cannon  from  thnt  direction.    Thife  was  the  batterv  at  Samos 
opening  fire  upon  the  English  ships.     But  no  word  came 
from  Vaudreuil,  and  about  six  o'clock  Montcalm  mounted 
and,  accompanied  by  Johnston,  rode  toward  the  town.    As 
he.  approached  the  bridge  across  the  St.  Charles  the  coun- 
try behind  the  town  opened  to  his  view,  and  he  presently 
saw  the  red  line  of  British  troops  drawn  up  on  the  heights 
above  the  river  two  miles  away.     Instantly  he  sent  John- 
ston off  at  full  gallop  to  bring  up  the  troops  from  the 
centre  and  left.     Vaudreuil  had  already  ordered  up  those 
on  the  right.     Montcalm  rode  up  to  Vaudreuil's  quarters, 
and  after  a  few  words  with  the  governor  galloped  over  the 
bridge  of  the  St.  Charles  toward  the  seat  of  danger.     It 
must  have  been  a  bitter  moment  for  him.    The  fruits  of 
his  long  care  and  watching  were  in  a  moment  snatched 
away,  and  just  when  he  hoped  that  the  enemy,  foiled  and 
exhausted,  were  about  to  return  to  England,  he  found  that 
they  had  surmounted  the  obstacles  he  had  deemed  impreg- 
nable,  and  were  calmly  awaiting  him  on  a  fair  field  of  bat- 
tle.    One  who  saw  him  said  that  he  rode  toward  the  field 
with  a  fixed  look,  uttering  not  a  word. 

The  army  followed  in  hot  haste,  crossed  the  St.  Charles, 
passed  through  Quebec,  and  hurried  on  to  the  ridge  where 
the  battalion  of  Guienno  had  taken  up  its  position.  Nothing 
could  have  been  stronger  than  the  contrast  which  the  two 
armies  afforded.     On  the  one  side  was  the  red  English  line. 
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quiet  and  silent,  save  that  the  war-pipes  of  the  Highlanders 
blew  loud  and  shrilly;  on  the  other  were  the  white-coated 
battalions  of  the  regular  army  of  France,  the  blue-clad 
Caiuidians,  the  bands  of  Indians  in  their  war-paint  and 
feathers,  all  hurried  and  excited  by  their  rapid  march  and 
by  the  danger  which  had  so  unexpectedly  burst  upon  them. 
Now  the  evils  of  a  divided  command  were  apparent.  Vau- 
dreuil  countermanded  Montcalm's  orders  for  the  advance 
of  the  left  of  the  army,  as  he  feared  that  the  English  might 
make  a  descent  upon  Beauport. 

Nor  was  the  garrison  of  Quebec  available,  for  Ramesay, 
its  commander,  was  under  the  orders  of  Vaudreuil,  and 
when  Montcalm  sent  to  him  for  twenty-five  field-guns 
from  one  of  its  batteries  he  only  sent  three,  saying  that  he 
wanted  the  rest  for  his  own  defence.  Montcalm  held  a 
council  of  war  with  all  his  officers  and  determined  to  attack 
at  once.  For  this  he  has  been  blamed.  That  he  must 
have  fought  was  certain,  for  the  English  in  the  position 
which  they  occupied  cut  him  off  from  the  base  of  his  sup- 
plies; but  he  might  have  waited  for  a  few  hours,  and  in 
that  time  he  could  have  sent  messengers  and  brought  up 
the  force  of  Bougainville,  which  could  have  marched  by  a 
circuitous  route,  and  have  joined  him  without  coming  in 
contact  with  the  English. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  Montcalm  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  thirty-five  hundred  men  he  saw  before  him 
formed  a  portion  only  of  the  English  army,  that  the  rest 
were  still  on  board  the  fleet  opposite  Beauport,  and  that  a 
delay  would  bring  larger  reinforcements  to  Wolfe  than  he 
could  himself  receive.  He  was,  as  we  know,  mistaken,  but 
his  reasoning  was  sound,  and  he  had  all  along  believed  the 
English  army  to  be  far  more  numerous  than  it  really  was. 

He  was  doubtless  influenced  by  the  fact  that  his  troops 
were  full  of  ardor,  and  that  any  delay  would  greatly  dispirit 
the  Canadians  and  Indians.    He  therefore  determined  to 
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attack  at  once.  The  three  field-pieces  sent  by  Ramesay 
opened  fire  upon  the  English  line  with  canister,  while  fif- 
teen hundred  Canadians  and  Indians  crept  up  among 
the  bushes  and  knolls  and  through  the  corn-field,  and 
opened  a  heavy  fire.  Wolfe  threw  out  skirmishers  in  front 
of  the  line  to  keep  these  assailants  in  check,  and  ordered 
the  rest  of  the  troops  to  lie  down  to  avoid  the  fire.  On 
the  British  left  the  attrack  was  most  galling.  Bands  of  the 
shfirp-shooters  got  among  the  thickets  just  below  the  edge 
of  the  declivity  down  to  the  St.  Charles,  and  from  these, 
and  from  several  houses  scattered  there,  they  killed  and 
wounded  a  considerable  number  of  Townshend's  men. 

Howe  was  called  up  with  his  light  troops  from  the  rear, 
and  he  and  the  two  flank  battalions  of  Townshend  dashed 
at  the  thickets,  and  after  some  sharp  fighting  partially 
cleared  them,  and  took  and  burned  some  of  the  houses. 

Toward  ten  o'clock  the  French  advanced  to  the  attack. 
Their  centre  was  formed  of  regular  troops  only,  with  regu- 
lars and  Canadian  battalions  on  either  flank.  Two  field- 
pieces,  which  with  enormous  labor  the  English  had  dragged 
up  the  path  from  the  landing-place,  at  once  opened  fire 
with  grape  upon  the  French  line. 

The  advance  was  badly  conducted.  The  French  regu- 
lars marched  steadily  on,  but  the  Canadians,  firing  as  they 
advanced,  threw  themselves  on  the  ground,  to  reload,  and 
this  broke  the  regularity  of  the  line.  The  English  ad- 
vanced some  little  distance  to  meet  their  foes,  and  then 
halted. 

Not  a  shot  was  fired  until  the  French  were  within  forty 
paces,  and  then  at  the  word  of  command  a  volley  of  mus- 
ketry crashed  out  along  the  whole  length  of  the  line.  So 
regularly  was  the  volley  given  that  the  French  officers 
afterward  said  that  it  sounded  like  a  single  cannon-shot. 
Another  volley  followed,  and  then  the  continuous  roar  of 
independent  firing.     When  the  smoke  cleared  off  a  little 
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its  effects  could  be  seen.  The  French  Imd  halted  where 
they  stood,  and  among  them  the  dead  and  wounded  were 
thickly  strewn. 

All  order  and  regularity  had  been  lost  under  that  terri- 
ble fire,  and  in  three  minutes  the  line  of  advancing  soldiers 
was  broken  uji  into  a  disorderly  shouting  mob.  Then 
Wolfe  gave  the  order  to  charge,  and  the  British  cheer  min- 
gled with  the  wild  yell  of  the  Highlanders  rose  loud  and 
fierce.  The  English  regiments  advanced  with  levelled 
bayonets;  the  Highlanders  drew  their  broadswords  and 
rushed  headlong  forward.  The  charge  was  decisive,  the 
French  were  swept  helplessly  before  it,  and  the  battle  was 
at  an  end,  save  that  the  scattered  parties  of  Canadians  and 
Indians  kept  up  for  some  time  a  fire  from  the  bushes  and 
corn-fields. 

Their  fire  was  heaviest  on  the  British  right,  whore  Wolfo 
himself  led  the  charge  at  the  head  of  the  Louisbourg 
Grenadiers.  A  shot  shattered  his  wrist.  He  wrapped  his 
handkerchief  around  it  and  kept  on.  Another  shot  struck 
him,  but  he  still  advanced.  When  a  third  pierced  his  breast 
he  staggered  and  sat  down.  Tv^  o  or  three  officers  and  men 
carried  him  to  the  rear,  and  then  laid  him  down  and  asked 
if  they  should  send  for  a  surgeoi . 

"There  is  no  need,"  he  said.  "It  is  all  over  with 
me." 

A  moment  later  one  of  those  standing  by  him  cried  out: 

"  They  run,  see  how  they  run ! " 

"Who  run?"  Wolfe  asked. 

"The  enemy,  sir;  they  give  way  everywhere." 

"Go,  one  of  you,  to  Colonel  Burton,"  Wolfe  said;  "tell 
him  to  march  Webb's  regiment  down  to  the  Charles  River 
to  cut  off  their  retreat  from  the  bridge ;"  then  turning  on 
his  side  he-  said : 

"Now,  God  be  praised,  I  will  die  in  peace!"  and  a  few 
minutes  later  he  expired, 
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Montcalm,  still  on  horseback,  was  borne  by  the  tide  of 
fugitives  toward  the  town.  As  he  neared  the  gate  a  shot 
passed  through  his  body.  It  needed  some  hard  work  before 
the  Canadians,  who  fought  bravely,  could  be  cleared  out 
from  the  thickets.  The  French  troops  did  not  rally  from 
their  disorder  till  they  had  crossed  the  St.  Charles;  the 
Canadians  retired  in  better  order. 

Decisive  as  the  victory  was,  the  English,  for  the  moment, 
ware  in  no  condition  to  follow  it  up.  While  on  the  French 
side  Montcalm  was  dying  and  his  second  in  command  was 
mortally  wounded;  on  the  English,  Wolfe  was  dead  and 
Monckton,  second  in  rank,  badly  wounded,  and  tie  com 
mand  had  fallen  upon  Townshend  at  the  moment  when 
the  enemy  were  in  full  flight.  Knowing  that  the  Frencli 
could  cut  the  bridge  of  boats  across  the  St.  Charles,  and 
so  stop  his  pursuit,  and  that  Bougainville  was  close  at  hand, 
he  halted  his  troops  and  set  them  to  work  to  intrench 
themselves  on  the  field  of  battle.  Their  loss  had  been  six 
hundred  and  sixty-four  of  all  ranks,  killed  and  wounded; 
while  the  French  loss  was  estimated  at  about  double  that 
number. 

In  point  of  numbers  engaged  and  in  the  total  loss  on 
both  sides  the  fight  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  does  not 
deserve  to  rank  as  a  great  battle,  but  its  results  were  of 
the  most  extreme  importance,  for  the  victory  transferred 
Canada  from  France  to  England. 

Vaudreuil,  after  joining  his  force  with  that  of  Bougain- 
ville, would  have  still  vastly  outnumbered  the  English, 
and  could,  by  taking  up  a  fresh  position  in  their  rear,  have 
rendered  himself  impregnable,  until  the  winter  forced  the 
English  to  retire,  while  the  latter  had  no  means  of  invest- 
ing or  besieging  Quebec.  But  his  weakness  was  now 
as  great  as  his  presumption  had  been  before,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  battle  he  abandoned  the  lines  of  Beauport, 
and  leaving  all  his  tents  and  stores  behind  him  retreated 
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liastily,  or  rathnr  it  may  be  said  flod,  for  as  the  Chevalier 
Johnston  siti'l  of  it: 

**  U  Wff*  not  a  retreat  but  an  ahon  nablo  flight,  with  such 
disorder  ivnd  confusion  that,  iiad  the  English  known  it, 
three  liundred  men  sent  after  us  would  have  been  sufti- 
cient  to  have  cut  all  our  army  to  pieces.  The  soldiers  were 
all  mixed,  scattered,  dispersed,  and  running  as  hard  as 
they  could,  as  if  the  English  army  Avere  at  their  fioels." 

The  flight  was  continued  until  they  reached  the  impreg- 
nable jmsition  of  Jacques-Cartier  on  the  brink  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  thirty  miles  from  the  s(!ene  of  action. 

Montcalm  died  in  Quebec  the  next  morning.  Levis  soon 
arrived  at  Jacques-Cartier  from  Montreal,  and  took  the 
command,  and  at  once  attempted  to  restore  order,  aiul 
persuaded  Vaudreuil  to  march  back  to  Join  Bougainville, 
who  had  remained  firmly  with  his  command  at  Cap  Rouge 
while  the  horde  of  fugitives  swept  by  him.  Vaudreuil, 
before  leaving,  had  given  orders  to  Ramesay  to  surrender 
if  Quebec  was  threatened  by  assault,  and  Levis  on  his 
march  to  its  relief  was  met  by  the  news  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  Ramesay  had  surrendered. 

The  garrison  was  utterly  dispirited  and  unwilling  to  fight, 
the  officers  were  even  more  anxious  to  surrender  than  the 
men,  and  on  the  fleet  approaching  the  walls  Ramesay 
obeyed  Vaudreuil's  oiders  and  surrendered.  Tov.'nshend 
gratited  favorable  conditions,  for  he  knew  that  Levis  was 
approaching  and  that  his  position  Avas  dangerous  in  the 
extreme;  he  therefore  agreed  that  the  troops  and  sai^'as 
of  the  garrison  should  march  out  fiom  the  place  with  the 
honors  of  M'ar,  and  were  to  be  carried  to  France,  an(^  bat 
the  inhabitants  should  have  protection  in  person  and  prop- 
erty and  free  exercise  of  religion. 

Th'V  ^^ay  after  the  capture  of  Quebec  James  Walsham 
retJirni     or  board  ship.     The  thought  of  Richard  Ilortou 
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him  the  sentence  of  death  for  his  treachery,  was  constantly 
in  his  mind.     He  remembered  the  conversai  ion  between 
Captain  Peters  and  the  admiral  and  General  Wolfe's  words: 
"I  should  say,  keep  as  careless  a  watch  over  him  as  possi- 
ble," and  he  determined  if  possible  to  aid  him  in  making 
his  pscnpe,  conOdent  that  in  tlie  general  exultation  at  tlie 
euc  '  js  of  the  enterprise  no  one  would  trouble  greatly  about 
the  imt->  r,and  that  the  admiral  would  be  only  too  pleased 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  avoided  which  could  but  end  in 
the  disgrace  and  execution  of  a  naval  officer.     James  was 
relieved  when  on  his  arrival  he  found  that  Richard  Horton 
was  still  in  confinement,  for  he  feared  that  he  might  have 
carried  out  the  other  alternative  spoken  of  by  the  admiral, 
and  might  have  committed  suicide. 

"  Captain  Peters,"  he  said,  going  up  to  that  officer,  "  I 
Bhould  bo  obliged  if  you  would  give  me  an  order  to  see 
Lieutenant  Horton." 

"Can't  do  it,  my  lad;  the  admiral's  orders  are  precise, 
nobody  is  to  be  admitted  to  see  him  without  an  order 
pigned  by  himself." 

Jamea  accordingly  sought  the  admiral's  cabin. 

"  What  do  you  want  to  see  him  for,  eh  ?"  the  admiral 
asked, 

James  hesitated,  he  would  not  tell  an  untruth  in  the 
matter,  and  yet  he  could  think  of  no  excuse  which  could 
answer  without  doing  so. 

"I  want  to  see  him,  sir,  to  have  some  conversation  with 
him." 

"Ah!-'  the  admiral  said,  looking  at  him  keenly,  "con- 
versation, eh!  You  are  not  going  to  take  him  a  pistol,  or 
poison,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  to  help  him  to  put  an  end 
to  his  wretched  existence?" 

"  No,  indeed,  sir,"  James  said  warmly. 

"  Humph !     You  are  not  thinking,  I  hope,"  he  said  with 
»  twinkle  of  the  eye,  "  of  helping  him  to  escape  ?  " 
24 
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James  was  silent. 

"  Well,  well,"  the  admiral  said  hastily,  "  that's  not  a  fair 
question  to  ask.     However,  I  will  tell  you  in  confidence 
that  if  he  should  escape,  which  is  the  most  unlikely  thing 
in  the  world,  you  know,  no  one  would  he  particularly  sorry, 
and  there  would  be  no  great  fuss  made  about  it.   Every  one 
in  the  navy  here  would  feel  it  cast  a  slur  upon  the  service 
if,  at  a  time  like  this,  a  naval  officer  were  tried  and  shot 
for  treachery.     However,  if  it  must  be  it  must;  h;  e  is  an 
order  for  you  to  see  him.     If  it  was  any  one  else  I  might 
have  my  doubts  about  granting  it,  but  as  you  are  the  man 
against  whom  he  played  this  scurvy  trick,  I  feel  safe  in 
doing  so.     There  you  are,  my  lad;  give  me  your  hand, you 
are  a  fine  fellow.  Major  Walsham,  a  very  fine  fellow." 

Immediately  upon  entering  Quebec  James  had  purchased 
a  large  turn-screw,  some  ten  yards  of  fine  but  strong  rope, 
and  three  or  four  bladders.  When  he  procured  the  order 
he  went  to  his  3Pbin,  took  off  his  coat,  wound  the  rope 
round  kis  body,  and  then  putting  on  his  coat,  placed  the 
flattened  bladders  under  it  and  buttoned  it  up,  slipping 
the  turn-screw  up  his  sleeve,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
prisoner's  cabin.  The  sentry  at  once  admitted  him  on  pro- 
ducing the  admiral's  order. 

Richard  Horton  was  lying  down  on  his  berth,  and 
started  with  surprise  as  his  visitor  entered. 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  come  to  see  me,  James  Walsham, 
for  I  have  been  wishing  to  speak  to  you,  and  I  thought 
you  would  come.  I  have  been  thinking  much  for  the  last 
two  days.  I  know  that  it  is  all  up  with  me;  the  proofs 
are  too  strong,  and  I  will  not  face  a  court-martial,  for  I 
have  the  means— I  know  I  may  tell  you  safely— of  avoid- 
ing it.  The  hour  that  brings  me  news  that  the  court  is 
ordered  to  assemble  I  cease  to  live.  When  a  man  is  at 
that  point  he  sees  things  more  clearly,  perhaps,  than  he 
did  before.     I  know  that  I  have  wronged  you,  and  wheu 
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the  admiral  said  that  you  had  done  all  in  your  power  to 
shield  me,  I  felt  more  humiliated  than  I  did  when  that 
fatal  letter  was  produced.  I  know  what  you  have  come 
for— to  tell  me  that  you  bear  me  no  malice.  You  are  a 
fine  fellow,  AValsham,  and  deserve  all  your  good  fortune, 
just  as  I  deserve  what  has  befallen  me.  I  tliink  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  squire  taking  me  up  I  should  never  have 
come  to  this,  but  might  have  grown  up  a  decent  fellow. 
But  my  head  was  turned;  I  thouglit  I  was  going  to  be  a 
great  man,  and  this  is  what  has  come  of  it." 

"I  have  come  partly,  as  you  suppose,  to  tell  you  that  I 
bear  you  no  malice,  Richard  Ilorton.  I  too  have  thought 
matters  over,  and  understand  your  feeling  against  me. 
That  first  unfortunate  quarrel,  and  its  unfortunate  result, 
set  you  against  me,  and  perhaps  I  never  did  as  much  as  I 
might  to  turn  your  feelings  the  other  way.  However,  we 
will  not  talk  more  of  that,  all  that  is  past  and  over.  I 
come  to  you  now  as  the  nephew  of  the  man  who  has  done 
so  much  for  me.  I  have  brought  with  me  the  means  of 
aiding  your  escape." 

"Of  aiding  my  escape,  Walsham!  You  must  be  mad! 
I  am  too  securely  fastened  here;  and  even  were  it  not  so, 
I  would  not  accept  a  kindness  which  would  cost  you  your 
commission  were  it  known." 

"As  to  the  second  reason  you  may  make  your  mind  easy. 
From  words  which  dvopped  from  the  admiral  I  am  sure 
that  every  one  will  be  so  glad  at  your  escape  that  no  very 
strict  inquiry  will  be  made.  In  the  next  place,  your  fasten- 
ings are  not  so  very  secure.  The  port-hole  is  screwed  down 
as  usual." 

"Yes,"  Horton  said;  "but  in  addition  there  are  a  dozen 
strong  screws  placed  round  it." 

"Here  is  a  long  turn-screw  which  will  take  them  out  as 
quickly  as  the  carpenter  put  them  in,"  James  said,  pro- 
ducing the  tool;  "and  hero,"  and  he  opened  his  coat,  "is 
a  rope  for  lowering  yourself  down  into  the  water." 
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;' You  are  very  good,  James/'  Horton  said  quiefly;  "but 
it  IS  no  use,  I  can't  swim." 

"I  know  you  could  not  as  a  boy,"  James  replied,  "and  I 
thought  It  likely  enough  that  you  have  not  learned  since 
but  I  think  with  these  you  i  ;ay  make  a  shift  to  get  ashore  '' 
and  he  produced  four  bladders  and  some  strong  lashing- 
"if  you  blow  these  out,  fasten  the  necks  tightly,  and  then 
lash  them  round  you,  you  can't  sink.  The  drift  of  the 
tide  will  take  you  not  very  far  from  the  point  below,  and  " 
If  you  do  your  best  to  strike  out  toward  the  shore  I  have 
no  doubt  you  will  be  able  to  make  it.  You  must  lower 
yourself  into  the  water  very  quietly,  and  allow  yourself  to 
float  down  till  you  are  well  astern  of  the  vessel." 

Richard  Horton  stood  for  a  minute  or  two  with  his  hand 
over  his  eyes;  tiien  he  said  in  a  broken  voice: 

"God  bless  you,  Walsham,  I  will  try  it;  if  I  am  shot  'tis 
better  than  dying  by  my  own  hand;  if  I  escape  I  will  do 
my  best  to  retrieve  my  life.  I  shall  never  return  to  Eng- 
land  again,  but  under  a  new  name  may  start  afresh  in  the 
colonies.     God  bless  you,  and  make  you  happy." 

The  young  men  wrung  each  other's  hand  with  a  silent 
clasp,  and  James  returned  to  his  own  cabin. 

The  next  morning  the  officer  of  marines  reported  to 
Captain  Peters  that  the  prisoner  was  missing.    The  port- 
hole was  found  open,  and  a  rope  hanging  to  the  water's 
edge.    The  captain  at  once  took  the  report  to  the  admiral. 
"A  bad  job,"  the  admiral  said  with  a  twinkle  of  the  eye* 
'  a  jery  bad  job !    How  could  it  have  happened  ?  " 
^   "The  sentries  report,  sir,  that  they  heard  no  noise  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  that  the  only  person  who  visited  the 
cabin,  with  the  exception  of  the  sergeant  with  the  prisoner's 
food,  was  Major  Walsham  with  your  own  order." 

"Yes,  now  I  think  of  it,  I  did  give  him  an  order;  but  of 
course  he  can  have  liad  notliing  to  do  with  it.  Horton 
must  have  managed  to  unscrew  the  port-hole  somehow, 
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perhaps  with  a  pocket-knife,  and  he  miglit  liave  had  a  coil 
of  rope  somewhere  in  his  cabin.  Great  carelessness,  von 
know.  However,  at  a  time  like  this  we  need  not  bother 
our  heads  about  it;  he's  gone,  and  tliero's  an  end  of  it." 

"He  could  not  swim,  sir,"  tlie  captain  said;  "I  heard 
him  say  so  once." 

"Then  most  likely  he's  drowned,"  the  admiral  remarked 
briskly;  "  that's  tlie  best  thing  that  could  happen.  Enter 
It  so  in  the  log-book,  '  Lieutenant  Ilorton  fell  out  of  his 
cabin  window  while  under  arrest  for  misconduct;  sup- 
posed  to  have  been  drowned.'  That  settles  the  whole 
matter." 

Captain  Peters  smiled  to  himself  as  he  made  the  entry 
He  was  convinced  by  the  calm  manner  in  which  the  ad- 
miral took  it  that  he  more  than  suspected  that  the  prisoner 
had  escaped,  and  that  James  Walsham  had  had  a  hand  in 
getting  him  off. 

Shortly  after  Quebec  surrendered,  Townshend  returned 
to  England  with  the  fleet,  leaving  Murray  in  command  of 
the  army  at  Quebec.  In  the  spring  Levis  advanced  with 
eight  or  nine  thousand  men  against  Quebec;  and  Murray 
with  three  thousand,  advanced  to  meet  him,  and  gave  battle 
nearly  on  the  same  ground  on  which  the  previous  battle 
had  been  fought.  The  fight  was  a  desperate  one;  but  the 
English,  being  outflanked  by  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
French,  were  driven  back  into  Quebec  with  the  loss  of  a 
third  of  their  number. 

Quebec  was  now  besieged  by  the  French  until,  in  May, 
an  English  fleet  arrived  and  destroyed  the  vessels  which 
had  brought  down  the  stores  and  ammunition  of  Levis 
from  Montreal.  The  French  at  once  broke  up  their  camp 
and  retreated  hastily;  but  all  hope  was  now  gone,  the  loss 
of  Quebec  had  cut  them  off  from  France. 

Amherst  invaded  the  country  from  the  English  colonies, 
»nd  the  French  were  driven  back  to  Montreal,  before  which 
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the  muted  English  forces,  17,000  strong,  took  up  their 
position;  on  the  8th  of  September,  ITGO,  Vaudreuil  signed 
tlie  capitulation  by  wliich  Canada  and  all  its  dependencies 
passed  to  the  English  crown.  All  the  Frencli  officers,  civil 
and  military,  and  the  French  troops  and  sailors,  were  to 
be  sent  back  to  France  in  English  ships. 

James  Walsham  was  not  present  at  tlie  later  operations 

round  Quebec.     He  had  been  struck  in  the  side  by  a  shot 

by  a  lurking  Indian  Avhen  a  column  had  marched  out  from 

Quebec  a  few  days  after  its  capture,  and  for  three  or  four 

weeks  lie  lay  between  life  and  death  on  board  ship.   When 

convalescence  set  in  he  found  that  he  was  already  en  blue 

water,  all  the  serious  cases  being  taken  back  by  the  fleet 

when,  soon  after  the  capture  of  Quebec,  it  sailed  for  Eng- 

land.     The  voyage  was  a  long  one,  and  by  the  time  the 

fleet  sailed  with   their  convoy  into  Portsmouth  harbor 

James  had  recovered  much  of  his  strength. 

An  hour  after  landing  he  was  in  a  post-chaise  on  his 
way  home.    It  seemed  strange,  indeed,  to  him  as  he  drove 
tiirough  the  little  town  on  his  way  up  to  the  Hall.     He 
had  left  it  in  the  beginning  of  a75o  a  raw  young  fellow  of 
eighteen;  he  returned  in  the  last  month  of  1759  a  man  of 
twenty-three,  with  the  rank  of  major  and  no  inconsiderable 
share  of  credit  and  honor.     He  stopped  the  vehicle  at  the 
lodge  gate,  had  his  baggage  taken  out  there,  and  proceeded 
on  foot  toward  the  Hall,  for  he  wa.  afraid  that  if  he  drove 
straight  up  to  the  door  the  sudden  delight  of  seeing  him 
would  be  too  much  for  his  mother. 

John  Petersham  opened  the  door,  and  recognizing  him 
at  once  was  about  to  exclaim  loudly,  when  James  made  a 
motion  for  him  to  be  silent. 

"Show  me  quietly  into  the  squire's  study,  John,"  he 
suid,  grasping  the  butler's  hand  with  a  hearty  squeeze, 
"and  don't  say  anything  about  my  being  here  until  he  has 
seen  my  mother.     They  are  all  well,  I  hope  > " 
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"All  well,  sir,  and  right  glad  they  will  he  to  sec  you ;  for 
Mrs.  Walshani  and  all  of  them  have  heen  fretting  sorely 
since  the  news  came  that  you  were  badly  wounded." 

"I  have  had  a  narrow  shave  of  it/' James  said;  "but 
thank  God  I  am  as  well  now  as  ever! " 
As  he  spoke  he  opened  the  door  of  the  study  and  entered. 
The  squire,  who  was  reading  the  paper,  looked  up,  and 
leaped  to  his  feet  with  a  cry  of  satisfaction. 

"My  dear  boy,  I  am  glad— thank  God  you  are  back 
again !  What  a  relief  your  coming  will  be  to  us  all! "  And 
he  shook  James  warmly  by  both  hands.  "I  si.ould  hardly 
have  known  you,  and  yet  you  are  not  so  much  changed 
either.  Dear,  dear,  how  delighted  you  mother  will  be! 
You  have  not  seen  her  yet  ?  " 

"  No,  sir,"  James  said.  "  I  dismissed  the  post-chaise  at 
the  gace  and  walked  up  quietly.  I  was  afraid  if  I  drove 
su  '.denly  up  the  shock  might  be  too  much  for  her." 

"Quite  right!"  the  squire  said;  "we  must  break  it  to 
her  quietly.  Wilks  must  do  it— or  no,  he  shall  tell  Aggie, 
and  she  shall  tell  your  mother." 

He  rang  the  bell,  and  John,  v/ho  had  been  expecting  a 
summons,  instantly  appeared. 
"  Tell  Mr.  Wilks  I  want  to  speak  to  him,  John." 
The  old  soldier  speedily  appeared,  and  his  delight  was 
as  great  as  if  James  had  been  his  son.  He  went  off  to 
break  the  news,  and  v.  a  short  time  Mrs.  Walsham  was  in 
the  arms  of  her  son. 

Major  Walsham  went  no  more  to  the  wars,  nor  did  he 
follow  his  original  intention  of  entering  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Indeed  there  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  do  either. 
For  Aggie  insisted  on  his  leaving  the  army;  and  she  had 
a  very  strong  voice  in  the  matter.  James  lud  not  long 
been  homo  before  ho  and  the  young  ludy  came  to  an  under- 
standing. Before  speaking  to  her  James  hftd  consulted  his 
pld  friend. 
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"You  know  how  I  feol/'lie  suid;  "but  I  tlcn't  know 

.vheU.e.  it  would  be  right.    You  see/although     1  „W 

n  the  service,  I  have  nothing  but  my  puy.^  I  owT  eX 

lung  to  the  squn-e,  and  he  would  naturall/look  very  much 

higlier  for  a  husband  for  ins  granddauglUer."  ^ 

Don't  you  be  a  fool,  James  Walsham,"  Mr.  Wilks  said 
"I  n.ade  up  my  mind  that  you  should  many  Ag^e  "t 
mce  the  duy  when  you  got  her  out  of  the  sea    it  L u h 
has  known  for  years  what  I  thought  on  the  subje  t      Yo\ 

pr  Irof  r      '"/PP^f  ^-  f--  ^"->  for  he  is  almost" 

proud  of  you  as  I  am;   besides,  he  thinks  only  of  Aggie's 

appmess,  and  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken'that  ytn^ 

lady  has  fully  made  up  her  mind  on  the  subject."  ^ 

settled  Z'^fT^  •!!;'.  "''''  '"'  ^°^'^^'  ^^^^'^  J^^--  had 
settled  the  point  with  her,  made  no  hesitation  in  telling 

hm  that  she  had  regarded  him  as  her  special  property 
since  she  had  been  a  child.  property 

"I  considered  it  all  settled  years  ago,"  she  said  demurely, 
and  I  was  quite  aggrieved,  I  can  tell  you,  when,  on  yoif; 
arrival,  you  just  held  out  your  hand  to  n  e  inste.^  S- 
well^nstead  of  doing  the  same  to  me  as  to  your  mlei!" 
lou  shall  have  no  reason  for  complaint  that  way  in  the 
future,  Aggie,  I  promise  you;  but  how  could  I  tell  ?    The 
ast  time  I  saw  you  you  were  flirting  as  hard  as  you  could 
with  some  one  else."  '^ 

"Well,  sir,  whose  fault  was  that?  You  chose  to  make 
yourself  disagreeable  and  stay  away,  and  what  was  I  to"  o  ' 
I  sliou  d  do  the  same  in  the  future,  I  can  tell  you,  if  you 
neglected  me  in  the  same  way."  ^ 

tlmi"'^'"'''^  give  you  the  <,liance,  Aggie,  you  can  rely  upon 

wlS'  r'"'  r?  ^""-'  ^'''^'''''^  ^«^'  *h^  communication 
ieason»  fui  vvaitmg  the  ceremony  took  place  very  shortly 
afterward.     The  squire  never  asked  any  questions  aboul 
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once  shaken  h,  d  ne  ' "to,^,   1"   "  '  ""?  'f  ^"fldence 
to  oaiTy  out  his  ZZ.      I     ,         '"'■     ""  '""'  "'towlod 

h.m  should  descend  to  his^  ,  ^  M  ■  wT ''  '" 
the  only  resident  if  f].«  ir.ii  i  ^"''^^-  ^"i-  Wilks  was 
the  foots  0,  BW..  nl  S.""  r  "'"''  '""•"'"'  ^™»  •'™''» 
"  fow  lines  Witt  t  sg^at  :  '  ^^^  ^'-^^^  ""-"^"^ 
from  Ameriea.     The  ;n-i"er  s^id  tW  ,      "'"'"'  *°  ''"""^ 

ii^tf:Lr'"Ti::':-"^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
att,t^S""fhr::if:7''-f/»''^»>'"»^^^^^^^^^^ 

=um  which  ,•„  ,  i  1  nv  n  T'1  '"  8'"  "^S*-"  ■■"  °"™  » 
borhood;  hnt  lio  J:  deSSt/nd  rf,'"  "",  ""«^- 
had  made  up  their  mi>ids^  •  f   l  .     ^'  '''"  "'"'  ^"""8 

not  be  broken  up.  "  ^""'^^  "*'  "'"  «""  should 

.hraS.'"-™::,::!':^^?^  r  "™^  '°^'  «»«!,.,»?" 

you,  and  James  .  'Hm'ie  1  'Zr;  '"I  "''™'»'  "^  -'" 
m.  What  nonsense  to  t  dl-  tl  ? ,  "  ''"""«  y"  ''">' 
We  might  get  a  .itUe^u I'up  " fLo'^Sr  T"'^'i  r" 
a  change  for  James  and  me  to  snend  ,  r""  ""''"' 

every  yea.  there,  but  of  cI-  e  tts  will  b  "     ^  '""'"'^ 

Walsham'and  h     wif       'TT"  ^'^'^  ■■'™''- """  J--S 

became  ^^2!::^:^^  i^^^:^^  :T-- 

been  largely  increased  by  the  V^J^'Jtl^^^;:^ 
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erty  by  the  Bquire  before  his  death.  James  Walsham  might 
have  represented  his  county  in  Parliament  had  he  cliosen, 
but  he  was  far  too  happy  in  his  country  life,  varied  by  a 
few  months  passed  every  year  in  town,  to  care  about  taking 
part  in  the  turmoil  of  politics.  He  did  much  for  Sid- 
mouth,  and  especially  for  its  fishermen,  and  to  the  end  of 
his  life  retained  a  passionate  love  for  the  sea. 
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